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01Section 01
Introduction

The Village Renewal Plan has been developed by the community in conjunction with Lisburn and Castlereagh 
City Council to meet the requirements of the Rural Development Programme for Northern Ireland 2014-2020.

The Rural Development Programme uses the LEADER approach which adopts a community led model to 
assist rural communities to improve the quality of life and economic prosperity in their local area, through the 
allocation of funds based on local need.

The Rural Development Programme is delivered on behalf of the Department of Agriculture, Environment 
and Rural Affairs (DAERA) by ten Local Action Groups (LAGs), with one LAG for each new council area 
except rural Belfast which is Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council. The LAG for your area is the Lagan Rural 
Partnership who can provide advice on the further development of the actions and initiatives set out within this 
plan. 

Village renewal is an important part of the Rural Development Programme which provides support for 
this plan and also for the delivery of projects identified within Village Plans. The village plan is a working 
document that requires the support of the community. 

The Village Plan aims to build on the overarching fabric of a village, whilst utilising other funding from other 
government departments and agencies. 

Ove Arup and Partners (Arup) was appointed as the consultancy to facilitate the delivery of the Village 
Renewal Plan for Stoneyford. This Plan has been formulated through background research, visits to the 
village, a stakeholder workshop and public consultation. Feedback from the community and key stakeholders 
has been considered throughout the iterative process. The outcome of this is a range of projects and initiatives 
that we believe will have a real impact on the village.  

Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council is keen to adopt the World Health Organisation’s Age Friendly 
Framework in all future developments and service delivery. This will involve the preparation of an Age 
Friendly Strategy to be used as a self-assessment tool and a map to chart progress in the delivery of an Age 
Friendly City Council area. All future potential projects will be assessed using the WHO Framework. 

It is important to note that all projects and initiatives set out within the plan are subject to detailed design, 
landowner agreements, statutory approvals and available funding. 
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02Section 02
Context

Stoneyford is a small village in County Antrim, located between Glenavy and Milltown. The village is 
situated north of Lisburn and historically was known as ‘Aghnalough’. Stoneyford originated as a small linear 
settlement, situated next to a fording point on a river, which gives the place its name. St. John’s Church was 
established in the mid-nineteenth century which resultantly extended development to the south-east. Following 
the construction of the Stoneyford Reservoir, the character of the area changed greatly and the reservoir is now 
a predominant feature and important angling spot.

Stoneyford has a youthful population with 26.07% of residents being under 16 years of age whilst the older 
population comprises 10.39% of the total residents. 

The village benefits from a scenic backdrop as the higher ground rising steeply towards the north east and east, 
leads up to the Belfast escarpment of the Antrim Hills. The Stoneyford Reservoir and higher ground south 
of the reservoir perform a similar function to the south west. The Stoneyford River flows through the village 
from the east to Lough Neagh, and its tree-lined banks contribute to the landscape character and setting of the 
village.  

Stoneyford was originally part of the Derriaghy Parish however St. Johns Church was licensed for public 
worship in 1841 and became an independent parish in 1887. The church was then renovated in 1934 and was 
re-roofed, had a new heating system installed, an organ added and the graveyard greatly improved. The rectory 
purchased in 1862 was demolished and replaced by a modern building on the same site in 1991.

The Settlement Development Limit takes account of the land with planning permission for housing, whilst 
recognising the role of the village and protecting its natural setting. The settlement limit prevents ribbon 
development on Stoneyford Road, Moss Road and Steedstown Road. 

Stoneyford is now a dormitory village, with the majority of those residing in the area tending to work outside 
the village. 
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03Section 03
Site Analysis

Strengths
• Stoneyford Reservoir is a great asset which is easily accessible from the village. It adds to the character of 

the village and provides an important recreational resource for the local community. At the same time it 
provides an exciting opportunity to enhance the leisure and recreational offer; 

• The natural sewerage project developed by NI Water is an interesting asset. It is one of the only systems in 
Northern Ireland and like the Reservoir provides a range of exciting opportunities;  

• A notable strength of Stoneyford is that of the multiple community activities which takes place, with youth 
groups in the area being particularly successful. The community groups within Stoneyford work together 
proactively to engage with the local community and strengthen community spirit. Notable organisations 
within the village include; the Village Friends Group, Parent and Toddlers Group and the over 50s club; 

• Church and Community Association run activities are generally well supported in the village. In particular, 
the Christmas tree switch on is a popular community event, with a family friendly atmosphere that is 
growing year on year. With a recent influx of residents into the area, events such as this help achieve 
community integration; and 

• The provision of the play park has provided an important facility for families with young children. 

Weaknesses
• Facilities / activities for teenagers is lacking which may have a direct influence on crime and anti-social 

behaviour; 
• As Stoneyford is a linear settlement, there is no distinctive centre. The main thoroughfare through the 

village has become slightly tired and would be greatly boosted with an injection of colour and other 
aesthetic improvements; 

• The population of Stoneyford has grown with the attraction of young families to the area. It has been 
highlighted that new families and residents find it difficult to integrate with the existing community; 

• The local Church of Ireland runs a number of activities which are well supported, however are not always 
attended by all sections of the community; 

• There are currently issues with vandalism, graffiti and anti-social behaviour in general which has led to 
tension within the community. Flags, murals and related graffiti has been raised as an issue; and 

• Traffic speed is a significant issue, particularly along the main Stoneyford Road. 

KEY
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04Section 04
Opportunities 

Various projects have been identified through consultation with the community and stakeholders which 
will contribute to the social, economic and physical renewal of Stoneyford.  The projects outlined in this 
Village Plan are aspirational, yet achievable. Challenges face all the projects identified, whether in relation 
to landownership, funding or the requirement for statutory consents. These can be addressed and overcome 
through dedicated and ongoing work by the community and other key stakeholders. 

The opportunities presented range from aesthetic enhancements to the village to initiatives which take 
advantage of assets such as the reservoir and NI Water natural sewerage project. One of the key projects 
identified aims to address the lack of facilities for teenagers by providing a multi-use games area. We have 
presented ideas for transforming the reservoir into a central leisure, health and recreational asset.  Another 
community asset is the NI Water natural sewerage system, which presents the opportunity to create a 
community wetland, with nature and ecological walks. Linking to the reservoir, this area begins to form a 
leisure and recreation hub, which then requires appropriate infrastructure, such as car parking, pedestrian 
crossings and footpaths. In the long term there is an aspiration to see a new Community Centre established.

Please note that all illustrations within this plan are conceptual. Any improvements to Stoneyford will 
require the development of detailed designs through consultation with local businesses and residents.

KEY
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Reinstatement of Original Village Wall 
Due to Stoneyford being a linear settlement it lacks 
a strong ‘village core’ with the area around the river 
providing the strongest centre point, which is further 
enhanced by the play park. This part of the village 
is dominated by the walls to either side of the road, 
which were originally elements that enhanced the 
character of the village. However, in recent years the 
stone wall has been cemented over and is no longer 
in keeping with the rest of the village. The wall 
should be enhanced or replaced to provide something 
which adds to the character of the village and draws 
attention to its heritage. It is noted that the wall sits 
within private ownership and there may be plans to 
redevelop this site in future. The private landowner 
should be consulted to establish plans for the site 
and establish whether the reinstatement of the wall 
is feasible in the short term. The planning process 
can also be used to encourage high quality design 
and a scheme which is sensitive to the heritage of 
Stoneyford. 

Brightening up the Village 
Stoneyford would benefit from an injection of colour. 
This could be achieved through regular planting 
schemes to the many grass verges along Stoneyford 
Road and / or the replacement and provision of more 
hanging baskets throughout the village. Flower boxes 
could also be attached to the wall and railings where 
appropriate. 

Interpretation / Signage
Stoneyford has some notable heritage features such as 
Stoneyford River which could be enhanced as a focal 
point using interpretative panels. Signage could also 
be introduced, which would guide people towards 
initiatives such as the proposed Reservoir Walk and 
Wetlands Project. 

Section 04
Opportunities
A | 

AESTHETIC IMPROVEMENTS 

Before

After

Location Plan
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Welcome signage was recently installed at the 
southern entrance to Stoneyford providing a strong 
gateway to the village. The gateway at the opposite 
end of the village, which is an intersection of five 
roads, provides a much less attractive welcome. 
With modest interventions this could be transformed 
utilising part of the existing footpath to provide 
a matching stone gateway feature within a nicely 
landscaped setting. 

Following the implementation of the recreational 
projects at Stoneyford Reservoir and the potential 
pedestrian crossing point, it would be beneficial to 
relocate the gateway feature to this area to ensure that 
traffic is aware that it is entering an area of pedestrian 
activity.  

Section 04
Opportunities
B | GATEWAY FEATURES/
SIGNAGE

BeforeLocation Plan

After



11

KEY

Section 04
Opportunities
C | RECREATION FOR THE YOUTH

Community facilities in Stoneyford include the parish hall and play area, however it has been noted that the 
village lacks facilities for the older kids and teenagers. In addition, vandalism and offensive graffiti is evident 
within the village and is something the community would like addressed. A facility such as a Multi-Use Games 
Area (MUGA) would help alleviate these issues. Locations being explored for the MUGA include the area 
opposite the reservoir, adjacent to the NI Water Natural Sewage Project (see Project E). Preliminary discussions 
with NI Water were positive as they confirmed that a sale of the sites (or part of the site) would be considered. 
Should it not be possible to obtain agreement from NI Water for this option it is important to consider 
alternative sites. One option may be the lands to the rear of the Parish Hall, where a tennis court was located 
in the past. It is also important to note that the NI Water site lies outside the settlement development limits of 
Stoneyford therefore the project may be constrained by planning policy. As the provision of a MUGA is high 
priority for Stoneyford, it is important to explore further its location and feasibility. 
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The NI Water reservoir is accessible from the village 
and is an important asset. It is evident from the 
existing pathways that the area is used for leisure 
and recreation. This area presents a great opportunity 
to provide a more formalised recreation area with 
a distinctive entrance, seating, picnic benches and 
associated bins etc. Alongside this, works are require 
to improve the walkway around the perimeter of the 
reservoir. The walkway around the southern section 
of the reservoir needs attention. Currently the terrain 
is prone to waterlogging. There is potential for a 
resurfaced path or boardwalk. 

Preliminary enquiries with NI Water indicated that 
they would be favourable to the project and there 
has been similar projects delivered on NI Water land 
in the past. Further internal NI Water consideration 
is required and the Council  / community should 
continue engaging with NI Water.   

Section 04
Opportunities
D | RESERVOIR LEISURE AND 
RECREATION PROJECT 

Before

After

Location Plan
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Before

After

Key
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Stoneyford could benefit from its proximity to the 
recently developed natural sewerage system which 
is one of the only system of this nature in Northern 
Ireland. The system is an integrated constructed 
wetland and costs just over half the price of 
traditional treatment works. Surrounding this system 
is a scenic walkway which could be enhanced further 
with signage and interpretative panels. As this system 
was pioneered in Stoneyford, it would be interesting 
to provide information on this.

NI Water noted at the time it was planned that it 
would be open as a community resource to be used 
by the villagers. Thought should be given to how 
this can be utilised as a recreation and education 
facility which provides a community resource. All the 
projects in this area, including the potential MUGA 
and reservoir recreation project should be integrated 
so that the infrastructure such as footpaths, parking 
and crossing points accommodate all. 

Section 04
Opportunities
E | COMMUNITY WETLANDS 
PROJECT

Example

Example

Location Plan
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In recent years, the village received funding for a play 
park which is very well used by the local community. 
The play park also has a green area which children 
use for a kick-a-bout. There is space available which 
could accommodate outdoor adult fitness equipment, 
which would benefit young parents as their kids play. 
Benches are currently available, which could be 
complimented with features such as a book repository 
whereby residents can share books. This would also 
enhance community integration and cohesion.  

Section 04
Opportunities
F | ENHANCING FACILITIES AT 
THE PLAY PARK

Example: Book Sharing (Bandon, Co Cork)

Example: Adult Fitness Equipment (Bandon, Co Cork) 

Location Plan
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05
Section 05
Implementation

This plan is designed to improve the social and economic fabric of the village. It 
is essential for the community to work in partnership with the council and other 
partners to oversee the implementation of the Village Renewal Plan.   

The Action Plan provides an indication of the key tasks which need to be undertaken 
to progress specific projects. This often includes detailed scheme design, preparation 
of the business case and funding application. The source of funding will often dictate 
the order in which tasks need to be undertaken, for example the Rural Development 
Programme expects all statutory consents to be place before the funding application 
is submitted. There are many sources of funding available (some of which have 
been illustrated) for the projects and initiatives set out within this Village Renewal 
Plan and the Village Renewal Steering Group should keep track of the opening and 
closing dates for applications. It is important to note that not all of these may be open 
at the current time and others may come in to operation during the lifetime of this 
plan. 

The Action Plan also provides an indication of the priority level of each project based 
on discussions with key stakeholders during plan preparation. Alongside this, the 
lead delivery agent is noted, which will often be LCCC. Key stakeholders have also 
been noted. These may be interested groups who should be engaged during project 
implementation or those who agreement must be sought such as a private landowners 
or statutory bodies. 
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Section 05
Action Plan

Regeneration Initiative Priority Level
H- High 
M-Medium 
L- Low 

Timeframe for Delivery
Short (0-3 years)
Medium (3-9 years)
Long (9+ years)

Lead Delivery Agent Stakeholders Potential Funding Source

A AESTHETIC IMPROVEMENTS

1: Reinstatement of original village wall M M-L Priv LCCC, Com   n/a    

2: Brightening up of the village H S LCCC Priv, Com   

3: Interpretation/Signage H S LCCC Priv, Com

B GATEWAY FEATURES/SIGNAGE M S LCCC Com, TNI, Priv    

C RECREATION FOR THE YOUTH H M-L LCCC NI Water, Com, Priv, St John’s Church    

D RESERVOIR LEISURE AND RECREATION 
PROJECT

H M-L LCCC NI Water, Com

E COMMUNITY WETLANDS PROJECT H M-L LCCC, Priv NI Water, Com, DAERA

F ENHANCING FACILITIES AT THE PLAY PARK H S LCCC LCCC, Com

Com Community Groups 
DfI  Department for Infrastructure 
Priv Private Landowners 
LCCC Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council 
TNI Transport NI 
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