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Lisburn is a special place. The Design
Compendium is all about allowing Lisburn
to meet its true potential: protecting its
greatest assets, enhancing the quality of the
environment and advocating the best in new
development.
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Introduction
This Design Compendium was commissioned by the Department for Social Development (Regional Development
Office) along with Lisburn City Council in 2009. Lisburn
City Centre Management has played an integral role in the
process.

3. Inform the scale, scope and quality of new
development and refurbishment of buildings within the
City Centre;

This Compendium has been produced as a separate but
complementary document for the Lisburn City Centre
Masterplan. Whilst not restrictive or prescriptive, the
Design Compendium offers guidance to prospective
development parties as to how to respond to the form of
the masterplan, and to maximise the opportunity for new
development to contribute positively to the urban form.

5. Provide a basis for objection to inappropriate
development and/ or refurbishment.

The very best for Lisburn
Making the most of a historic gem
For too long now Lisburn has been treated as just another
town, competing against an ever growing range of outof town retail and leisure destinations through direct
competition, rather than distinction. This guide is aimed
at addressing this issue, through celebrating what is
special about Lisburn, enhancing it through investment in
the public realm and buildings and reinforcing it through
sympathetic and complementary new development.
Lisburn’s long term sustainable future lies in finding a
niche in the market. It must become a celebrated historic
City, a tourism and independent retail attraction as well
as retaining its role as a strong centre for the people of
Lisburn. These two functions are mutually reinforcing,
delivering a higher quality environment for Lisburn
residents and a range of attractions and critical mass for
visitors.
In essence it is about delivering the very best for all who
visit Lisburn City Centre, aiming for a degree of quality
that is rarely seen in City Centres across the UK yet
seems almost a default position in continental Europe.

The Design Compendium
What it is and what it isn’t
The compendium is a guide to delivering quality in
Lisburn’s streets, spaces and buildings. It is a non
statutory document but one that should be used to:

4. Guide appropriate investment in line with the vision of
the City Centre Masterplan; and

The compendium is not a kit of parts - we do not expect
that items of street furniture shown here will be rolled
out across the city, rather it is stimulus for a high quality
standard of design in future development.
The compendium illustrates clear exemplars from
elsewhere that encapsulate the style and quality of
environment sought, as well as setting out clear principles
at every step.
It is important to note that the compendium works in
conjunction with a number of local planning documents
and in effect acts as the medium between them.
Documents, such as the Historic Quarter Conservation
Guide and Lisburn Public Realm Strategy work alongside
the Design Compendium and thus inform each other.
document structure
The document is structured in two clear parts:
Part 1 - Lisburn Today looks at what is special about
Lisburn and where things have gone wrong in the recent
past, that should be addressed through any development
activity.
Part 2 - Design Guidance covers the general principles
we wish to see exhibited in new development, in
terms of new buildings, streetscape and public realm
improvements.
Guidance is arranged under the following key elements
that are required to shape a successful and attractive city:
•

1. Influence the urban form of the City Centre
2. Inform the standard of surface treatments in both
publicly and privately owned public spaces and the
widespread integration of public art into developments
in the City Centre

•
•

Streetscape - streets are the often forgotten element
of city design, yet they make up the vast majority of
our public realm and have a major impact upon our
comfort within a place and perceptions of it.
Open Spaces - the breathing spaces within the City,
its set piece elements and meeting areas
Built Form - the fabric of the city, from terraces and
frontages that enclose our streets and shape our
views, to stand out landmarks
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Lisburn
today
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Lavery’s, Lisburn

History & Urban
Development
A once ‘tiny and vulnerable
settlement surrounded by
wood and bog’ developed
through the Linen trade
to become a centre of
civilisation and economic
activity, noted as ‘one of
the prettiest inland towns
in the North of Ireland’

Urban Grain
Lisburn has a strong historic urban fabric, shaped and
evolved over generations, which provides a valuable
legacy in Urban Design terms. Fine grained plot patterns
with a range of buildings, developed at different times and
in varying scale and style, create a varied yet harmonious
street scene across much of the City Centre.
Streets and open spaces have been shaped over long
periods through successive waves of development and
in fill. They provide a strong structuring fabric for the City,
with key landmarks such as the Cathedral counterpoised
with more modest, human scale terraced facades which
add visual interest to most street views and offer a
glimpse of ‘what might be around the corner’, leading
the pedestrian on to the next street, the next space. It
is this, rather than the existence of any major individual
‘landmark’ buildings, that makes the fabric of the City
special.
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Historic Architecture
Variety and consistency, Solidity and
Refinement
Lisburn has a fine stock of solid late Georgian and
Victorian buildings that make up the majority of the City
Centre. These range from red brick to pale coloured
renders with the majority of key buildings being built of
natural stone.
The quality of the built form lies in its consistency, rather
than necessarily individual stand-out buildings, however
a number of the city’s buildings display a degree of
refinement that reflects its wealthy past.
Bridge Community Centre

Castle House and the famous Wallace fountain

The Cathedral nested within surrounding buildings

Railway Street Presbyterian Church

Typical townhouses along Railway Street
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Cathedral and graveyard with Linen Centre in background

Typical Archway - Bachelors Walk

Typical Archway - Bachelors Walk

Townhouse on Castle Street (& site of former Huguenot Church)
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Legibility AND serial vision
The simple and attractive terraced facades of Lisburn
combine to guide the pedestrian through its primary
streets and spaces in a comfortable and pleasing manner.
Shifts in building alignment and breaks in building lines
suggest a shift in direction or activity whilst prominent
corner buildings, fronted on both elevations, allow clear
decisions to be made as to which direction to take.

Serial Vision looking towards Castle Street
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COMPOSITION
Elsewhere this fine grained terraced structure is off-set by
striking landmark buildings and more refined or important
civic buildings. The composition of these varying elements
provides strong visual interest and indeed intrigue as
to what is beyond the next corner or space, as well as
emphasising those functions and spaces that have been
traditionally important to the City.

Market Square building composition

‘serial vision’ - a typical walk through lisburn
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1- Progressing up Bridge Street we are drawn by the
change in building heights and the spire of the Linen
building suggesting an important point on the route.

2 - Bridge Street opens out into Market Square, then the
buildings start to pinch inwards and shift direction,
drawing the user further on towards Bow Street

3 - The buildings along Bow Street have tightened up
creating a greater sense of enclosure, whilst the
shifting angle gives glimpses down the street frontage.

4 - Moving further down Bow Street, we come to a
decision point due to the emergence of a key corner
building which splits the route.
13
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Lisburn Today
The latter part of the
twentieth century has done
little for the appearance of
Lisburn City Centre. The
accommodation of modern
building formats and the
private car is severely
denigrating the physical
environment.

Lisburn the Dislocated City Centre
Separation and isolation
Due to the increase in importance of the vehicle during
the last 50 years, Lisburn city centre had undergone
significant change. This change has come about through
the introduction of a traffic dominated environment, where
large roads and a one way system have separated and
isolated districts of Lisburn resulting in a disconnected
and fragmented city centre.
Additionally street clutter, poorly maintained buildings
and poor landscape design add to the segmentation felt
within the city centre, hindering any sense of a cohesive
relationship between districts and public spaces.
For Lisburn’s city centre environment to improve, a
balance has to be met between pedestrian and vehicle,
allowing Lisburn to return to what it rightfully should be - a
historic city that offers a comfortable experience to all, not
KEY
just the driver.
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Figure Ground diagram illustrating the dense network of routes that characterise the City Centre of Lisburn
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Excessive signposting
Lisburn city centre contains an excess of road and
information signs, that impact on the quality of
environment experienced within the city centre. Through
reducing the number of signposts, visual clutter is reduced
and the overall clarity of the built environment is improved,
aiding a users more natural orientation.
The two main focal points of this excessive signposting
are the key pedestrian areas such as Bow Street and key
gateway entrance points located on the edge of the city
centre.

Road dominance
Lisburn city centre is known for it’s historic core, however
over the years the growth of the vehicle has had a
significant impact, dislocating the city into a series of
disconnected areas. A major contributory factor to this
separation is the one way system that dominates Lisburn,
allowing vehicles to drive through the city at speed.
The result is a more vehicle dominated environment,
which impacts upon pedestrian comfort and the overall
attractiveness of the centre as a place to visit, shop and
spend time in.

Bow Street exhibits excessive signposting

A ‘one way’ road layout dominates Lisburn city centre.

Inappropriate road signage emphasises the dominant vehicular environment

Wide roads characterise the city edge, isolating and disconnecting the city
centre
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Streetscape clutter
Lisburn city centre suffers from a large amount of
streetscape clutter, such as bollards, planters, phone
boxes and signposts. These are often unnecessary
elements that take up valuable street space, clustering
at certain points creating visual and physical blockages.
Surprisingly it is Lisburn’s main pedestrian route, Bow
Street that suffers from the most clutter. The vast amount
of objects littering the streetscape tend to unintentionally
divide the street into a service route and pedestrian route,
drawing the pedestrians to the sides of the street rather
than allowing full use of the space - surely one of the
reasons it was pedestrianised in the first place.

A plethora of street objects dominate the street scene

In-appropriate use of planters

Excessive number of bollards

Excessive number of bollards
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Poor maintenance
Lisburn contains a range of good quality building
frontages, across the city centre, however there are
significant stretches of poorly maintained buildings
detracting from the overall attractiveness and vitality of
the Historic Core .
These buildings, despite exhibiting the architectural
qualities that characterise Lisburn such as a variety in
colour and heights, are currently dragging the overall
reception of the centre down. There are also a number of
refurbishments and shop front improvements that actually
diminish the overall quality of the street frontage through
the outsized signage or incongruent glazing patterns.

Boarded up street frontage along Bachelor’s Walk

Poorly maintained street frontage along Bridge Street

Poorly maintained street frontage along Castle Street

Street frontage along Smithfield Street broken up with demolished buildings
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Varied architectural quality
Lisburn city centre is characterised by a range of
architectural styles that work with each other and the
streetscape around, creating a varied but cohesive Historic
Core.
Unfortunately as with many cities in the UK more low
quality in fill or redevelopment, that doesn’t reflect or
respect the principles of previous waves of development,
are impacting on the streetscape in a negative way and
diminishing the collective quality of the built form.

Bow Street Mall - inward looking mall presents a blank facade to the street

In -appropriate building with poor quality street presence.

Poor quality building on the edge of Bow Street
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Creating Safe,
Accessible
Street Environments and Open
Spaces
When designing a place
it’s important to create an
environment that enhances
its image and identity,
whilst allowing all members
of the community access
through it being safe,
durable and well used.
Before going into the details of the type of environment
that should be created in Lisburn, it is important to identify
the functional aspects of the public realm, which will allow
a diverse mix of people to use the streets and spaces
within the city centre.
Lisburn is home to a broad demographic of people and
so when designing any street and public space, it is
important to reiterate the role that a street and space has
in creating a safe and accessible environment.
Creating a successful public realm and built form relies not
only on designing a ‘good looking ‘ scheme, but a scheme
that addresses complex issues of design, function and
process.
There are two important elements which need to be
incorporated in a design’s functionality. These are;
•

Ensuring the environment created is safe, active and
negates the impact of antisocial behaviour.

•

Ensuring an accessible and well thought out design
that allows access for all.
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activity and vibrancy
CREATING A SAFE ENVIRONMENT
When designing a streetscene or public space the scheme
should tackle the issue of safety by encouraging a diverse
mix of users to a place. By maintaining eyes on the street
through appropriate uses and a quality public realm, a
place can feel safe at all times.
The landscape that makes up the experience is essential
to the success in a safe environment, through avoiding
the inadvertent creation of opportunities for crime by
selecting and positioning a range of fitting plants, allowing
the landscape to positively react with the surrounding
environment.
LIGHTING
It is important to provide suitable illumination for all
pedestrian areas and make sure the proposed levels of
light will be consistent with the recommendations of
BS 5489-1:2003. In addition the lighting for pedestrian
areas must be designed with the idea of increasing the
sense of security and safety of people using the spaces.
The lighting approaches for the pedestrian areas should
not only be dictated to by photometric performance
requirements, but will also need to consider the other
aesthetic factors in order to provide integration into the
neighbouring landscape and architecture.
PLANTING
It is important to create a balanced environment whereby
safety and quality work in harmony together. The types
of planting and trees used in Lisburn should energise
the local environment whilst providing a safe and friendly
experience for the public, taking into consideration local
CCTV cameras and making sure that planting doesn’t
impact on their positive function.
ACCESS AND mOVEMENT
‘ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL’
The built environment has to be developed with the
idea of being accessible for all groups and people within
our society. Therefore all designs should take into
consideration the broad range of people contained within
and around Lisburn. This means making sure that routes
and buildings throughout the city take into consideration
wheelchair access and that all groups are catered for. A
‘smooth route’ should be incorporated (for the disabled
and mobility impaired) across the whole of the city centre,
allowing users access to all spaces. All public realm works
should be in adherence to the DDA regulations (Disability
Discrimination Act 1995).

Copenhagen - a world leading city in creating pedestrian friendly streets ad spaces
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Streetscape
A good street is a
simple street, forming
the backdrop to urban
life by providing a good
quality environment that
complements the built
surroundings. The best
designed streets are hardly
even noticed.

Historic and Contemporary In fill
Streets within the Conservation Area will remain free of
street clutter, playing a traditional and sensitive role as an
attractive and unobtrusive back-drop to the built quality of
Lisburn. The quality of materials in these locations should
be of the highest order to consolidate Lisburn’s visual
image of quality and tradition.
Outside of this area, in identified development plots
Lisburn’s generous City fabric allows for a contemporary
in fill of materials and street furniture. These areas
will also support a functional role, allowing for more
street amenities and services. As stated, the overall
contemporary streetscene should still retain a sense of
coherence, utilising consistent or complementary tones
to those used within the Conservation Area albeit in more
functional and economical materials.
Streets in these locations are envisaged to be
predominately service and access routes and car parking.
These should be designed as pedestrian friendly shared
spaces wherever possible.

Street Types

Streets for all

Within the City Centre a range of street types are present:

Streets within the City Centre must be designed to be
accessible for all, accommodating clear and comfortable
surfaces to ease movement for the mobility impaired. All
public realm works should be in adherence to the DDA
regulations (Disability Discrimination Act 1995).

1.

Pedestrianised Streets (Bow Street)

2.

Pedestrian Priority Streets

3.

Pedestrian Friendly Streets

These each play slightly differing roles within the overall
fabric of the City and should be treated separately as a
result. The following section provides guidance on the
varying treatments these street types should be given, to
reflect their role within the city and their likely balance of
street users.
That said, the overall streetscene across the City Centre,
should retain a sense of coherence, utilising consistent or
complementary materials and tones and so a number of
the recommendations will be common across all street
types.
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At present many of Lisburn’s streets are dominated by
vehicles. The proposed reduction in street clutter along
with the calming of traffic generally will, when combined
with sensitive street design, create a safer and more
comfortable environment for all street users.
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1. Pedestrianised Streets
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Seating
Seating within the Pedestrianised Streets should be
provided through wooden benches that are simple in
shape and of clean lines.

Lighting
Lighting should be provided through wall mounted fixings
or suspended catenary systems, wherever possible to
reduce visual clutter from vertical columns along the
street length. Within the Conservation Area lighting should
be sensitive and complement the existing streetscene.
Where this is unavoidable simple grouped lighting should
be used.
In addition trees, buildings and sculptures can be picked
out using carefully positioned projectors for an intense
punch of light or softer highlights. Luminaries can also be
located within trees to provide feature lighting.
26
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Such a key route requires sensitive handling to allow
for ease of through movement on foot combined with
comfortable, calmer zones for shoppers. Clarity of
Hill
vision across and down the length of the street will Cbe
hapel
important, and a reduction of physical impediments will
allow for more flexible adaptation of the space, through
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Within the main shopping area of the City Centre runs
the main thoroughfare and historic spine of the City, Bow
Street and Market Street. Bow Street and Market Street
are both pedestrianised spaces which makes allowances
for servicing and emergency vehicle access. As such they
form one of the most significant expanses of pedestrian
only space in Lisburn, and have a major role to play in both
the movement framework and the mercantile function of
the City Centre.
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Planting
Tree planting in these streets should consist of clear
linear patterns of planting running parallel to the footway.
In these locations street planting can be combined with
seating elements to create a comfortable and attractive
environment.

signage
The recently enhanced visitor signage should be retained
and the system maintained. The location of these
elements should however be reviewed in conjunction with
the removal of all previous signage and clutter to ensure
they occupy the most prominent and desirable positions.

TRAFFICKED AREAS
No general traffic is permitted within this street type,
however servicing to retail units must be accommodated.
Wherever access is provided there should be no
discernible shift in paving style or quality. There should be
no elements traditionally associated with trafficked streets
such as bollards or parking bays within this space.

bins
Bins should be provided sparingly along the length of
the street to reduce clutter. To maintain a quality street
environment, an increase in bin collections will be
encouraged.
Wherever required, bins should be sited running in line
with seating and other furniture along the linear length of
the street. They must be positioned away from seats so as
to not attract wasps and unwanted smells.
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2. Pedestrian Priority Streets
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Pedestrian Priority Streets, consistent with the
pedestrianised street form are the main pedestrian routes
through the primary retail core of the City Centre. General
two-way access is to be provided in a traffic calmed
manner. This will be communicated through the paving
style with attention to slowing traffic and allowing access
to all uses within the City Centre. The routes in Lisburn to
adopt this streetscape are Castle Street, Railway Street,
Antrim Street, Market Place, Bridge Street and parts of
Market Square and Bow Street.

ge S

tree

t

t Pl

Linenhall Street

orough

Hillsb
Rd

Paving / materials
Paving in Pedestrian Priority Streets should be a smooth
natural stone material. Where small element paving is
used an alternative running course of larger elements
should be provided down each side of the street, to allow
for more comfortable movement by those in wheelchairs/
pushchairs. Sufficiently different unit sizes will help
determine the use of each particular area and designate
car and pedestrian zones. The paving should communicate
a home zone style with priority for pedestrians, low kerbs,
central carriageway and slow traffic speeds.

seating
Seating within the Pedestrian Priority Streets should be
provided sparingly and only through the use of blocks
simple in shape, of clean lines. They should be in simple
natural materials that complement the paving. Outside
of the Conservation Area more economical man-made
materials can be used provided colour tones and overall
aesthetic is consistent across the City Centre.
lighting
Fittings should be mounted at a height of 6 meters and
implement a high colour rendition light source. Improved
colour rendering is crucial to improving the night time
quality of the streetscape. Wherever possible, lower level
human scale treatments should be used together with
local feature lighting such as luminaries located within
trees or spotlights to give buildings a soft highlight.
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Planting
Tree planting in these streets should consist of clear
linear patterns of planting running parallel to the footway.
In these locations street planting can be combined with
seating elements to create a very effective means of
separating trafficked from non-trafficked areas, without the
need for bollards.

TRAFFICKED AREAS
General traffic is permitted within this street type,
however the design of streets is to reflect the heavy
amount of pedestrian traffic envisaged in these locations.
Carriageways can be delineated but there should be
minimal shift in paving style and quality, with changes
made only to reflect the heavier loading these areas will
take. Streets should be designed to a maximum of 20mph
with pedestrian crossings raised to act as traffic calming.

signage
The recently enhanced visitor signage should be retained
and the system maintained. The location of these
elements should however be reviewed in conjunction with
the removal of all previous signage and clutter to ensure
they occupy the most prominent and desirable positions.

Bins
Bins should be provided sparingly along the length of
the street to reduce clutter. To maintain a quality street
environment, an increase in bin collections will be
encouraged.
Wherever required, bins should be sited running in line
with seating and other furniture along the linear length of
the street. They must be positioned away from seats so as
to not attract wasps and unwanted smells.
29

3. Pedestrian Friendly Streets
Pedestrian Friendly Streets are designed to permit
accessibility for pedestrians and vehicles to the City
Centre; however the focus is upon the pedestrian
experience and ease of access. Therefore there should be
provisions for clear and comfortable pedestrian crossings.
For further pedestrian consideration streets are designed
to a standard of 20mph within the City Centre. Streets
to receive this treatment are Chapel Hill, Antrim Street
to Bachelors Walk, Hillsborough Road, Market Street,
Smithfield Street and Linenhall Street.
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paving / materials
Materials used in Pedestrian Friendly Streets should
be a high dressed quality tarmac that covers the street
from pavement to pavement. To enhance the design of
the pavement smooth, large element paving should be
used to allow for more comfortable movement by those
in wheelchairs/pushchairs. Within the Conservation
area these should be of natural stone whilst elsewhere
high quality approppriate quality materials can be used.
Sufficiently different materials will help determine the use
of each particular area and designate car and pedestrian
zones.
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Pedestrian Friendly Streets require sensitive handling
to allow for ease of through movement by vehicle and
on foot combined with comfortable, calmer zones for
pedestrians. Clarity of vision across and down the length
of the street will be important. Pedestrian Friendly Streets
will carry a functional role by allowing street furniture to
accommodate needs for more flexible adaptation of the
space.
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Seating
Seating within the Pedestrian Priority Streets in the
Conservation Area should be provided sparingly and only
through the use of simple blocks simple in shape, of
clean lines. They should be in simple natural materials that
compliment the paving. Outside of the Conservation Area
seating can be more widespread with more economical
man-made materials used provided colour tones and
overall aesthetic is consistent across the City Centre.

t

Lighting
Fittings should be mounted at a height of 6-10 meters and
implement a high colour rendition light source. Improved
colour rendering is crucial to improving the night time
quality of the streetscape. Wherever possible, lower level
human scale treatments should be used together with
local feature lighting such as luminaries located within
trees or spotlights to give buildings a soft highlight.

TRAFFICKED AREAS
Trafficked areas in theses streets should be designed
to permit accessibility to the city centre, however there
should be provision for clear and comfortable pedestrian
crossings, highlighted either through a change in level and/
or paving material. Streets should generally be designed
to calm traffic within the City Centre. Bollards should
be used sparingly and no guard railing is to be installed
generally.
planting
Tree planting in these streets should consist of clear
linear patterns of planting running parallel to the footway.
In these locations street planting can be combined with
defined parking bays to create a very effective means of
separating trafficked from non-trafficked areas without the
need for bollards.
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signage
Reflecting the more utilitarian nature of these streets
general traffic signage will be permitted, however this
should be designed to be discreet reflecting the traffic
calmed environment.

bins
Wherever required, bins should be sited running in line
with seating and other furniture along the linear length of
the street. They must be positioned away from seats so as
to not attract wasps and unwanted smells.
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PARKING
Parking is to be included in designated on-street bays
which can be interspersed with tree planting to break up
the visual impact upon the street scene.
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Open Spaces
Lisburn has been shaped
through successive waves
of fine-grained development
activity. It does not exhibit
large formal spaces or
plazas, rather it enjoys a
range of more intimate,
urban spaces that must be
reclaimed and refreshed
Lisburn City Centre, in common with many historic city
centres, does not contain major open spaces within its
core. The City has been shaped through successive waves
of development activity by individuals, rather than through
comprehensive or planned interventions. Major spaces
that are present were traditionally commercial in their
focus and would have been located at Market Square and
Market Place.
The recent establishment of Lisburn Square follows this
tradition whilst the refurbishment of Castle Gardens does
however create a valuable green open space within the
central area. Providing a strong counterbalance to the
range of more urban, hard paved spaces elsewhere.
There is a need, however, to recognise that the City’s
structure relies heavily upon a network of comfortable and
attractive street spaces that have over time become lost
to parking and one-way traffic systems. To reconnect the
public realm, and many of the City’s isolated assets, there
is a need to ‘reclaim the street’ as a strong component of
the public realm within the City.
Bow Street has been pedestrianised to create a linear
public space connecting the main retail locations within the
City. Its design however undermines the potentially strong
role it can play in the City’s open space network. Street
clutter; bollards, benches, bins and everything in between,
cluster at various points, breaking up views along its length
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and compromising the usability of the space
Beyond the central core, spaces are focussed along the
River edge, with attractive walking routes and linear green
spaces combining with open green areas, and even hard
paved spaces at the Island, to great effect.

Conservation Area Spaces
A refreshed Market Square, combined with pedestrian
realm improvements to streets running off to key locations
such as the Train Station and Bow Street Mall could
provide a very strong hub in a wider armature of attractive
spaces that forms a comfortable public realm and high
quality backdrop to buildings within the Conservation
Area. Clear spaces allow for maximum flexibility of use for
events and markets whilst also allowing the built fabric of
the city to shine through once more.
These spaces should not become too ‘functional’ so as
to avoid their cluttering with street furniture and signage,
rather they should be the set-pieces of the city.
Respecting and reinforcing the nature of the historic
spaces in Lisburn requires us to strip back years of
municipal clutter. Simple, clear spaces of natural tones
and materials will act as high quality back drop areas for
urban life and key buildings, enhancing visual amenity and
improving pedestrian comfort.

Wider City Centre Spaces
Within new development areas or indeed outside of the
Conservation Area generally, public spaces can provide a
strong focal point to individual developments along with
spaces to rest and reflect, off the busy shopping circuit.
Ideally these spaces should be full of city life from cafes
to market stalls.
These spaces can contain elements required to facilitate
the daily life of the city such as signage, seating, cycle
parking. The use of high quality contemporary materials
and street furniture is to be encouraged in these spaces to
reflect their more modern or functional nature.

Spaces for all
Spaces within the City Centre must be designed to be
accessible for all, accommodating clear and comfortable
surfaces to ease movement for the mobility impaired. All
public realm works should be in adherence to the DDA
regulations (Disability Discrimination Act 1995).

Covent Garden, London - vibrant city spaces that use simple materials and treatments to blend historic and new development

35

Market Square
GENERAL STRUCTURE
The space should be broken down into two main areas - the trafficked area which will
handle two-way traffic at low speeds and a pedestrian zone which would handle only
restricted service access but would otherwise be designed as a clear pedestrian space.
A band of tree and seating elements will create a clear but unobtrusive break point
between trafficked and non-trafficked spaces, replacing the current raised planters and
bollards.
et
Stre
way
Rail

The clear pedestrian space will allow for maximum flexibility in the
overall use of the space, accommodating outdoor general or
speciality markets through to event animation and arts/
cultural performance space. The cellar floorspace
will also allow designers the possibility of
incorporating in-floor lighting and to
cater for outdoor markets and
events service points must
be built into the
design.
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Schematic plan showing key functional areas of Market Square

Above: Market Square today
Right: illustration of how Market
Square could look with improved
paving and removal of clutter
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LIGHTING

PAVING & MATERIALS

Wherever possible, lower level human scale treatments
should be used together with local feature lighting.

The paving in market square should be a continuous
natural stone treatment from wall to wall. The design
should reflect the loading requirements of the street and
the types of vehicles that use it. It should be designed and
constructed to be in compliance with the relevant section
of British Standard 7533.

Within Market Square feature lighting of buildings will
help increase night time use of the city by adding visual
excitement. However these treatments need to be
carefully considered to avoid them being too intrusive.
The lighting of open spaces will greatly improve the
character and security of the city centre. Lighting for such
spaces should consist of good quality amenity luminaries.
In addition trees, buildings and sculptures can be picked
out using carefully positioned projectors for an intense
punch of light or softer highlights. Luminaries can also be
located within trees to provide feature lighting.

Paving flags are suitable for use in pedestrian streets with
no regular vehicle over run, in other areas where over run
is required smaller paving units should be used. The whole
pavement design and structure, including mortars and
foundation should be compliant with the relevant part of
BS 7533. The design should reflect the loading category of
the street and the frequency of vehicle over run.
Different paving unit sizes can be used to enhance
legibility of the street and to sensitively address interfaces
with buildings but the plan size and depth of the unit
should meet the design standards.
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PLANTING

SEATING

Planting within Market Square should be minimal. Trees
should be located carefully to avoid obscuring views of
key buildings within the Conservation area (consideration
must also be given to the impact tree canopies may have
on CCTV systems). They should be planted in line with
road layout to act as a natural barrier to avoid the use
of bollards. The same specimen of tree should be used
across Market Square.

Seating is an important feature within Market Square and
pedestrianised areas: its design and setting can make a
major difference to the appearance and amenity of this
space. The seating should be quite simple and solid,
incorporating natural materials to complement Lisburn’s
historical backdrop with contemporary elements to
enhance the feature. The features are to be blocks, simple
in shape and of clean lines.

Recessed covers with stone inserts to match the
surrounding paving material should be used for the tree
grills.
Planters and shrub planting are difficult to maintain as they
need irrigation and weeding, and very quickly become
unkempt and tired looking. In Market Square there should
be no planters or areas of shrub planting.
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BINS & CYCLE PARKING
To avoid street clutter, no litter bins should be used within
Market Square, these should be contained in adjoining
streets. Cycle Parking should avoid being placed within
open spaces, instead these should be placed in strategic
locations to the side of the Irish Linen Centre and Lisburn
Museum.

TRAFFIC SIGNS
No traffic signage should be used within Market Square,
these should be contained in adjoining streets.
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Creating a Distinct
and Unified City
Centre through a
strong identity and
good linkages
Lisburn city centre can be a
well connected walkable city
centre through maximising
it’s historical identity and its
close relationship with the
surrounding neighbourhoods

The walkable historic centre
contextual Connectivity
It is important to recognise that in addition to identifying
the key hierarchy of streets that’ll bind Lisburn together
as a city centre, it’s the city centre’s ability to relate to
the surrounding neighbourhoods that’ll confirm its overall
success. Once disconnected corridors that were severed
from the city centre can be reconnected through improved
crossing points and better quality public realm, integrating
the surrounding neighbourhoods and creating a more
cohesive and unified city.
In conjunction with the city being walkable and accessible,
it must also provide more sustainable modes of transport,
such as cycling. Cycle routes should be designated on
main routes and pedestrian links, encouraging further use
of sustainable transport. However this should be done in
conjunction with roads service and only introduced where
practical and safe for all road users to do so.
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Keswick - A connected and walkable historic centre
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Idenitifying the Historic quarter
Lisburn city centre is known for its rich and varied
historical form, combining together to create an individual
and identifiable experience known as the historical quarter.
The historical quarter encompasses the green parklands
of Castle Gardens to the historic buildings of Railway
Street and Bridge Street, and it is their relationship with
the past that makes them distinguishable amongst the
surroundings, identifying these areas as part of historic
quarter.
So whilst it is important to create a series of identifiable
routes that relate to a streetscape hierarchy it’s equally
important to maintain the identity of the historical
core and not lose the quarters sense of arrival. When

Example of streetscape furniture outside of Historic quarter

Example of streetscape furniture inside of Historic quarter
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developing a design guidance for Lisburn city centre’s
public realm, a differentiation between the historic quarter
and its surroundings has to be acknowledged, whilst still
retaining the relative streetscape hierarchy as previously
discussed.
A simple method of creating an identifiable brand for the
historical quarter could be through colouring the signing
differently. This then retains the style of streetscape
as prescribed in the streetscape hierarchy section but
acknowledges the distinction between the historic
quarter and the surrounding area. Other examples of
differentiating the two areas could be through using
different font on the signposting or identifying each sign
with a historic quarter logo.
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Built Form
Lisburn has for too long
now neglected the special
nature of its built form. A
fine collection of simple
and robust buildings
collectively form an
attractive and stimulating
environment. New
development must respect
and reflect what has
gone before, integrating
sensitively to strengthen
and lift what is already a
special place.

Lisburn City Centre is characterised by a fine collection of
relatively simple, traditional building types that collectively
form a varied and interesting historic core.
A key component of maintaining a successful urban form
and an overall quality environment will be to prioritise
the retention and refurbishment of historic properties,
particularly building frontages. Designers and developers
must respect the Conservation Area guidelines for
development.
Newer development has often been of lower quality
and/or insensitively designed, neglecting the special
characteristics of its surroundings.
New development opportunities identified in the City
Centre Masterplan allow us the chance to address this removing the worst of recent excesses and repairing the
built fabric in some areas. There is also an opportunity
through new in-fill and back-land development to
consolidate the built area of the city centre, adding new
uses and building forms in a careful and appropriate way.
Where new buildings are to be developed these must
respect their setting and the sensitivity of any adjacent
historic or listed buildings as well as the overall townscape
character prevalent in the locality.
Key principles relate to respecting the rhythm of traditional
plot patterns, regardless of end use, injecting variety into
the street scene in terms of colour and faceting of building
facades as well as the development of an appropriate range
of spatial enclosures.
New development should be honest and modern in style
but of a quality and form that is respectful of Lisburn’s
special character.

46

Liverpool 1 shopping complex
Major City Centre development, Liverpool
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protecting and enhancing a unique built form
Given the special historic character of Lisburn there is
a strong emphasis on the retention and refurbishment
of existing properties, particularly within the City Centre
Conservation Area and adjoining areas of Townscape
Character (see diagram below). In these locations the
presumption is that development will retain and repair
existing buildings and in particular building frontages.
Developers and Designers within these areas should
refer to and follow Conservation Area Guidelines
for Development along with the Historic Quarter
Conservation Guide and liaise closely with Lisburn City
Council and Northern Ireland Environment Agency to
ensure the suitability of any scheme put forward.
The role of this guide is to ensure that new development
also plays its part in enhancing the built character of
Lisburn. Be that through improving the setting of historic
buildings, reinforcing existing streets and spaces or
through sensitive in-fill. These new developments should
be honest and modern but reflect the intrinsic qualities
of Lisburn buildings. Further guidance is set out in the

Sensitive Historic Areas make up a sigificant proportion of the City Centre area
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Refurbished Castle Gardens and fountain

following pages.
Conservation & refurbishment
Good results have been achieved over the last decade
with locally led initiatives such as Town Centre Living
Initiative, Shop Front improvements and the Townscape
Heritage Initiative. These interventions have helped
to revitalise a number of historic properties and
characterful areas of the City Centre that were in poor
condition and/or in danger of falling out of use.
The preservation and rehabilitation of this fabric has
strengthened Lisburn’s overall offer and the good
practice developed through these initiatives should
be rolled out across the City Centre, both in terms of
additional refurbishment and in influencing the form of
new development.

Top & Above Left: Previous refurbishment schemes within the City Centre show how deeper plots can be used to house new or extended uses
sensitively without affecting the overall Townscape character of Lisburn
Right: Sensitive Historic Areas make up a sigificant proportion of the City
Centre area
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Plot Development
The City has developed in a very organic and traditional
manner with fine-grained plot patterns, allowing built
form to vary and shift in response to movement routes,
activities and topography. This results in a very ‘human’
environment with a pleasing scale and structure that
meets our needs in terms of comfortable walking
distances and gradients.

Where topography does play a strong part, such as Bridge
Street, we see the fine grain allowing individual building
to shift up the slope individually, comfortably handing
the gradient, ensuring continuous active frontage along
with a shifting roof line that emphasises the relationship
between the Market Square and the River.

Bridge Street vertical arrangement

Creating in fill development within a plot
The new mixed use development ‘Liverpool One’ utilises
the idea of breaking through urban form and utilising the
space within the development plot. By creating a series
of new uses within the plot, the amount of floorspace
is maximised and the quality of the developments
experience is improved

1- Walkway entrance point
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2- Walkway entrance point set in existing built fabric

in-fill and redevelopmentwithin existing
blocks

Existing plot
Lisburn contains a number of traditional plots which
reflect its development through history. Many of these
plots contain walkways which act as entrance points for
servicing the range of uses that front the development
plot. These entranceways provide an opportunity for future
development.

Creating a larger block
Lisburn city centre consists of a fine grain of buildings
that relate to it’s historic development. When there is
an opportunity to develop up a plot within the centre it
is important to not develop larger blocks as it is not in
keeping with the plot character and doesn’t maximise the
development opportunity.

utilising the development space with the plot
The urban grain of Lisburn should be preserved with a
presumption in favour of retention of historic buildings
with new development contained within the plot. By
developing in this way large modern floorplates can be
accommodated and the fine-grained character of Lisburn
can be maintained, utilising the archways and alleys that
already exist.

3- 	Frontage created within walkway

3- 	New in fill development created within plot
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STREET RHYTHM
Quite solid building facades that combine to create long
continuous terraces are punctuated by strong vertical
elements such as windows, and projecting gables and
bays. These elements create rhythms within the built
fabric that perceptually shorten distances between key
events (as opposed to the long monotonous frontages of
more modern or typically commercial floorplate buildings.)
This rhythm emphasises the human scale, ensuring visual
interest at every step and ultimately creates a City that is
best viewed at 3 rather than 30mph.
To protect this characteristic street frontages should be
retained where possible with new in fill development
respecting the rhythm and form of adjacent buildings in a
modern idiom.

Vertical street rhythm along Railway Street

MODERN FINE GRAINED DEVELOPMENT
Borneo Sporenburg, Amsterdam
The masterplan for Borneo Sporenburg has been
successful in bringing diversity and rhythm to the
urban form within a familiar matrix of streets. Over 100
architects were involved, working within a predetermined
plot pattern set out in the overall design framework.
What is important to note is that whilst all buildings are
of strong quality and individually designed they retain
the same rhythmic values delivering an over arching
coherence.
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Vertical street rhythm along Bachelor’s Walk

Design principles for an open site
When there is an opportunity to develop an open plot of
land within and around Lisburn, it is important that the
new development has a relationship with the surrounding
buildings and that the principles that apply to the existing
apply to the new.

Below is an generic example of how designers and
developers can deliver a modern large floorplate use in a
way that is sympathetic to its context.

DEVELOPMENT PARCEL
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2/ Reflecting the rhythm of the existing street
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2/ Emphasising the corner

3/ Reconnecting to the existing urban fabric

IN
FILL RESPECTING
RHYTHM
borneo
sporenburg
Quite solid building facades that combine to create long
Liverpool ONE: Here solid building facades that combine
continuous tarraces are punctuated by strong vertical
to create long continuous terraces are punctuated by
elements such as windows, and projecting gables and
strong vertical elements such as windows, and projecting
bays. These elements create rhythms within the built
gables and bays. These elements create rhythms within
fabric that perceptually shorten distances between key
the built fabric that perceptually shorten distances
events (as opposed to the long monotonous frontages of
between key events (as opposed to the long monotonous
more modern or typically commercial floorplate buildings.
frontages of more modern or typically commercial
This rhythm emphasises the human scale, ensuring visual
floorplate buildings.
interest at every step and ultimately creates a City that is
Modern in fill development successfully continue this
best viewed at 3 rather than 30mph.
principle, sitting comfortably within the plot pattern and
contributing towards the visual interest and rhythm, albeit
in a very different style to the more historic adjacent
buildings.
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ENCLOSURE
The tight-knit nature of the central core provides a strong
degree of enclosure, protecting the pedestrian from the
elements with the City perched on the slope down to
the Lagan, and allowing overlooking surveillance from
buildings and ground floor activities to animate the street
spaces.
New development in Lisburn should look to retain and
utilise the typical street enclosure relationships already
seen in the city and be respectful of existing building
lines. Building lines are relatively consistent across the
centre, with only key feature buildings breaking away from
continuous terraced street frontages.
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Typical street Enclosures that can be replicated in new development

Railway Street

Railway Street 0.5:1

Bow Street1:1

Bow Street

Haslems Lane

Haslem’s Lane 3:1
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Variety
VARIETY IN HEIGHTS
Building scales are relatively consistent across the Historic
Core of the city, ranging from 2.5 - 4 storeys for the
most part, but predominantly 3 storeys in height. That
said a great variety in roofscape is evident with individual
buildings varying in height if not number of storeys.
The resulting faceted roof line provides visual interest and
adds to the overall rhythm of the streetscene.
Refurbishment to existing buildings should seek to retain
current eaves heights and roof lines whilst new in-fill
development should be designed to integrate with (as
opposed to directly copy) adjacent building proportions.

Railway Street

Bridge Street

New development should seek to respect the 2-3 storey scale within Lisburn however storey heights can and
indeed should vary to reflect uses and individual building styles.
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VARIETY IN COLOUR
Lisburn exhibits a strong variety of colours in its built
fabric. Red brick meets white and pastel coloured render
within a matter of a few metres. This variety adds greatly
to the overall visual interest in the streetscene as well as
allowing individual shops/properties to ‘stand out’ within
an otherwise harmonious and consistent street scene.
The use of natural stone within the city is reserved for
more significant structures, such as the Linen Centre and
religious buildings.
Bachelor’s Walk

New development should follow similar principles in
selecting materials and colours. There will also be the
opportunity through refurbishment projects to ‘repair’ any
previously inappropriate facade treatments to restore a
more traditional and harmonious townscape. Significant
progress has been made in this regard through Townscape
Heritage initiative, Living over the Shop and Shop Front
improvement schemes over recent years and this should
be rolled out across a wider area.

Bridge Street

The effect achieved comes through the collective variety
of an entire street - individual facades should be restricted
to ideally one but at most two colours.

Examples here in Copenhagen and London show similar approach to achieving a colourful yet coherent street scene.
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ARCHWAYS
In keeping with the City’s historic development many of
the building typologies within the city retain or incorporate
archways within them to allow access to rear stabling
facilities.
The reuse of these archways as entry points to hidden
parking/ servicing areas and in fill development allows for
an evolving city to retain a clear and consistent character
on the main streets.

Bachelor’s Walk street frontage archway

Bachelor’s Walk street frontage archway

Making the most of Lisburn’s archways
Many cities round the world have utilised the
historic archway, adding intrigue and interest to the
streetscape. Also, when used well they can provide
an attractive entrance point to a whole new urban
quarter which retains the historical principles which
characterise these international cities.
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ARCHWAYS - potential in-fill development
forms

Deepen certain plots
Where there are opportunities to develop new frontage
(Including retention of key frontages within conservation
areas and other sensitive locations ) along certain plots,
the internal courtyards can be created into a more
recreational spaces, allowing the public access to a quiet
more contemplative space.

Create in fill development
Within exisitng blocks that contain historic frontage,
larger infill development can be built within the internal
courtyards, retaining access through the existing
archways.

Create parking and amenity areas
The internal couryards can be used for additional parking,
with recreation amenity areas centring the opportunity
site.

1/ Copenhagen, Denmark - Courtyard

2/ Copenhagen, Denmark - Apartment Access
59

Conclusion
Lisburn has for too long
now neglected the special
nature of its built form. A
fine collection of simple
and robust buildings
collectively form an
attractive and stimulating
environment. New
development must respect
and reflect what has
gone before, integrating
sensitively to strengthen
and lift what is already a
special place.

Lisburn City Centre is characterised by a fine collection
of relatively simple, traditional building types that
collectively form a varied and interesting historic core.
Newer development has often been of lower quality
and/or insensitively designed, neglecting the special
characteristics of its surrounds.
New development opportunities allow us the chance to
address this - removing the worst of recent excesses and
repairing the built fabric in some areas. There is also an
opportunity through new in-fill and back-land development
to consolidate the built area of the city centre, adding new
uses and building forms in a careful and appropriate way.
Key principles contained within this document relate to
respecting the rhythm of traditional plot patterns, regardless
of end use, injecting variety into the street scene in terms
of colour and faceting of building facades as well as the
development of an appropriate range of spatial enclosures.
Respecting these principles need not stifle individual
creativity or indeed inhibit flexibility in terms of the range
of uses and long term future for sites within the City
Centre. Rather this document should help developers and
designers to understand the potential of their individual
opportunities and how they can be seen as part of an
ongoing cycle of improvement and enhancement that
benefits all within the City Centre.
New development should be modern in style but of a
quality and form that is respectful of Lisburn’s special
character.

Contact Details

Contact Details

Northern Ireland Environment Agency

Planning Service Headquarters

Waterman House
5-33 Hill Street
Belfast
County Antrim
Northern Ireland
http://www.ni-environment.gov.uk/

Millennium House
17-25 Great Victoria Street
Belfast
BT2 7BN
tel: (028) 9041 6700
http://www.planningni.gov.uk/
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Public Art
Public art is increasingly
being recognised as a
crucial element in the
creation of successful
public spaces in our
towns and cities. It helps
to increase investment
values, provides a creative
edge and adds that vital
ingredient of fun.
LISBURN CITY COUNCIL’S VISION
STATEMENT FOR THE ARTS
“Lisburn City Council aims to develop access
to, appreciation of and participation in the arts
at the highest level so the highest number of
people can enjoy the highest range of art-forms
on as high a scale as possible.”

Creating a statement or altering
perceptions
Public art in urban spaces can enrich the experience
of visiting or being in a place, providing a strong link
between an areas past, its current role or aspirations
for the future.
The way in which the integration of artwork is
handled can vary from statement pieces that occupy
or anchor a space through to reflective or responsive
elements that alter perceptions of a space and
ultimately to the seemless integration of artwork
with the treatment of the space itself through
functional elements such as paving and street
furniture.
64

Public art can make a major contribution to giving a
place character and identity, whilst acting as a symbol of
change. It can attract people into newly designed areas
adding to the vibrancy and activity in space. An integral
element in the implementation of public art is making sure
that the artist is part of the collaborative process, making
them fully aware of the designs direction. This then allows
the public art to work with, and relate to, the surrounding
context, seemlessly speaking the same language whilst
standing out as a focal point and landmark.
In the commissioning of public art therefore context is
vital, the ultimate and enduring quality of good public
art is that it is site specific and relevant. This requires
the successful integration of selected artists with other
professions working on any improvements and wider
stakeholders.
There are a number of commissioning routes outlined
in the ‘Public Art Handbook for Northern Ireland’ that
give guidance on a range of scenarios. These include:
Open Competitions; Limited Competitions; Direct
invitation; and Direct Purchase (although this last option
potentially inhibits the scope for integration with wider
improvements).
Any artwork provision for Lisburn should integrate with
the overall Arts Strategy for Lisburn, recognising the
existing assets within the City Centre, both historic
pieces and recent interventions such as the XPLORART
Sculpture Trail, seeking to increase engagement with and
understanding of new and old works.
A range of suitable locations have been identified for new
artworks, seeking to enhance the quality of existing and
new public spaces as well as addressing perceptions of
Lisburn at key gateway points.

PUBLIC ART STRATEGY DIAGRAM

draft
A framework for the integration of public art with major new spaces, gateway
locations and significant physical change to enrich and enliven the public realm of
the city

65

Design Compendium
Lisburn City Council
Lagan Valley Island
Island Civic Centre
The Island
Lisburn
Co.. Antrim
BT27 4RL

Department of Social Development
Southern Regional Development Office
Banbridge Business Centre
62 Scarva Road
Banbridge
BT32 3QD

Lisburn City Centre Management
3a Bridge Street
Lisburn
Co. Antrim
BT28 1XZ
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