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Welcome from the Mayor

The Right Worshipful the Mayor,
Councillor Uel Mackin.

Leading the way with new initiatives, 
we had an extremely successful Lisburn 
Light Festival which saw the City streets 
illuminated with colour, music and 
events over the festive season.  We 
were delighted to welcome people from 
all over Northern Ireland who came 
to see the dazzling display of the light 
show and support our local economy.
 
Connecting our business base to help 
them grow remains a key priority. 
The Investment Team joined the 
Belfast delegation to MIPIM Cannes 
to present Lisburn Castlereagh to 
investors and developers keen to 
do business.  Following a successful 
visit to the City of Foshan in China, 
exciting opportunities lie ahead with 
the synergies that exist between the 
two cities.  Closer to home we continue 

to develop our London links with the 
next business and investment ‘Cities  
Connect’ event being held on 3rd April in 
The Mansion House, London. 
 
The highest honour the Council can 
bestow, the Freedom of the City of 
Lisburn and Castlereagh, saw Mrs 
Joan Christie CVO OBE  join our Roll of 
Freemen on Saturday 16th February.  For 
over ten years Mrs Christie has worked 
tirelessly as an ambassador for our 
council area and she is an exemplar to 
anyone serving in public life.

 

Welcome to your 2019 spring edition of CityWide highlighting 
all the good work happening across your council area.

Support 
The Mayor's Charity

The Mayor’s Charity, Cancer Fund for Children, supports 
on average 500 families aff ected by cancer across 
Northern Ireland, providing them with a range of 
practical, emotional and fi nancial support. 

At every opportunity the Mayor has been fundraising for the charity. Next event up 
is the Mayor’s Table Quiz which takes place at 7.30pm, Thursday 28th March in Lagan 
Valley Island and a Charity Golf Day at Lisburn Golf Club on Friday 17th May.  

Bookings can be taken by the Mayor’s Off ice on 028 9250 9331, or by 
email to mayors.secretary@lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk.  All Council initiated 
fundraising activities for the Mayor’s Charity are administered by the Mayor’s 
Off ice allowing all funds raised to go directly to the charity.
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Did you or a family member serve 
your country in the Armed Forces? 

If yes then the Council’s Veterans’ Champion can support you 
in a confi dential manner on a number of issues including 
health, housing, training, employment and social isolation.  
If you would like more information please contact Alderman 
James Tinsley on 028 9260 3003.

CALLING ALL 
LOCAL VETERANS

The Honorary Freedom of the City of Lisburn & Castlereagh was 
bestowed on Mrs Joan Christie CVO OBE at Lagan Valley Island in 
February, in recognition of her dedication, service and support to 
the area as Her Majesty’s Lord Lieutenant for County Antrim.

Council Confers Freedom of 
the City on the Lord Lieutenant 
Mrs Joan Christie CVO OBE

Mrs Joan Christie CVO OBE with the Elected Members of Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council who joined 
Mrs Christie in receiving the Freedom of the City.

SATURDAY 22ND JUNE 2019

THE COUNCIL IS PLEASED TO 
HAVE BEEN CHOSEN TO HOST 
THE NORTHERN IRELAND 2019 
ARMED FORCES DAY ON 
SATURDAY 22ND JUNE
Following a Parade and Drumhead Service, 
an exciting programme of displays are being 
planned, along with entertainment from the 
'Red Hot Chilli Pipers' and culminating with a 
'Beating Retreat'. Further details will follow 
nearer the time on our social media pages, 
website and local media.

As the Lord Lieutenant for County Antrim 
since 2008, Mrs Joan Christie has attended 
numerous council ceremonies and events 
in the area and she is not only a much 
respected Lord Lieutenant, but very much 
seen as a valued friend to the council.
 
Mrs Christie said: “I am absolutely delighted 
to receive the honour of the Freedom of the 
City.  I have had a long association with the 
Council and the area and this is indeed a 
very special day for me. I look forward to my 
new role as a Freeman of the City of Lisburn 
and Castlereagh.”

The Mayor’s Charity, Cancer Fund for Children, supports 
on average 500 families aff ected by cancer across 
Northern Ireland, providing them with a range of 
practical, emotional and fi nancial support. 

At every opportunity the Mayor has been fundraising for the charity. Next event up 
is the Mayor’s Table Quiz which takes place at 7.30pm, Thursday 28th March in Lagan 
Valley Island and a Charity Golf Day at Lisburn Golf Club on Friday 17th May.  

Bookings can be taken by the Mayor’s Off ice on 028 9250 9331, or by 
email to mayors.secretary@lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk.  All Council initiated 
fundraising activities for the Mayor’s Charity are administered by the Mayor’s 
Off ice allowing all funds raised to go directly to the charity.
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Mrs Joan Christie CVO OBE pictured with the Mayor, Councillor 
Uel Mackin and her family who joined her in receiving the Freedom 
of the City.

Alderman James Tinsley, the 
Council’s Veterans' Champion.



Visitor Numbers 
up During Lisburn 
Light Festival
The City Centre saw a 6% increase 
in footfall over the period of the 
festival’s ten week run which 
exceeded the UK average trend 
of a 4% decrease over the same 
period.

Residents and visitors enjoyed the 
sparkling LED Tree and amazing Light 
Canopy shows every day from the 
end of November, through the 
Christmas season and into January.  

Many local people and visitors came 
to the City Centre to see the shows 
and enjoy the wide and varied events 

that ran throughout the Festival.

Last year was the fi rst of a three 
year campaign and planning has
 already started to build upon the 
Festival for this year to support
 festive trading for shops and 
restaurants and the overall visitor 
experience for Christmas 2019.

In March the council joined with neighbouring councils to attend 
MIPIM Cannes where it off ered international investors and 
developers an insight into a number of impressive development 
opportunities that currently exist within Lisburn Castlereagh, 
including commercial, residential, off ice and retail.  

Northern Ireland's 
Best Connected 
Investment Location

The Council also took the opportunity 
to promote its project portfolio 
as a partner in the Belfast Region 
City Deal.  These projects are the 
Hillsborough Tourism Masterplan, 
which will build upon planned 
investments at Hillsborough Castle 
to create a world-class heritage 
attraction and the e-SERC Centre 
for Excellence in Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship.

These projects will be supported by

a signifi cant digital infrastructure 
investment fund and a programme 
of employability and skills.  The 
proposed extension of the Belfast 
Rapid Transit Phase II, to include 
the Carryduff  area, will also see 
improved connections to and from 
Belfast.  

These projects will boost tourism, 
enhance local infrastructure and 
improve the skills and knowledge of 
the local workforce in this digital era.

Pictured promoting the partnership working between Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council and central 
government as part of the Belfast Region City Deal are: Alderman William Leathem, Chairman of 
the Development Committee; the Mayor, Councillor Uel Mackin; Eileen McConville, Department for 
Communities; Alderman Allan Ewart MBE, Vice-Chairman of the Development Committee; Diarmuid 
McLean, Department for Economy; Councillor Amanda Grehan, Deputy Mayor and Alderman 
Jim Dillon MBE, Chairman of the Capital Projects Committee.

The latest fi gures demonstrate the success 
of ‘Make the Call’ at a local level with a total 
of 510 individuals awarded supplementary 
benefi ts following a needs assessment 
during 2017/2018. 

The Mayor, Councillor Uel Mackin 
and Alderman William Leathem have 
championed the uptake of benefi ts since 
2012 when they led a pilot programme 
in the Downshire area with the former 
Department for Social Development, and 
the Council continues to promote the 
campaign so local people get the support 
they need and deserve. 

Over £2.5 million 
claimed locally thanks 
to ‘Make the Call’

WHY DONʼT YOU 'MAKE 
THE CALL' ON 0800 232 1271

During 2017/2018 a total of £2,524,398.20 
in additional benefi ts was claimed 
by individuals in our council area as 
a direct result of the Department for 
Communities ‘Make the Call’ campaign. 

 

Alderman William Leathem, Chairman of the 
Development Committee pictured with Riley 
Clarke, Vicki Clarke and Calum Rogan enjoying 
the Festival of Lights.

Pictured promoting 'Make the Call' with Alderman William 
Leathem, Chairman of the Development Committee and the Mayor, 
Councillor Uel Mackin, are members of the 'Make the Call' team.
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WHY DONʼT YOU 'MAKE 
THE CALL' ON 0800 232 1271

Alderman William Leathem, Chairman of the 
Development Committee pictured with Riley 
Clarke, Vicki Clarke and Calum Rogan enjoying 
the Festival of Lights.

A City Centre Masterplan was 
originally developed in 2010. In line 
with the development of the Lisburn 
Castlereagh Community Plan, the 
Local Development Plan and trends in 
retailing and spending patterns, it is 
now important to review the strategic 
context of the Masterplan. 

The purpose of the original 
Masterplan was to develop the 
infrastructure of the city. There are 
several key areas that, when 
regenerated, will have a real impact 
on Lisburn City Centre. This includes 
revised proposals for the Laganbank 
Quarter, Smithfi eld Square and 
Jordan’s Mill.

Since its launch there has been 

considerable progress made on 
the projects included within it.  
Phase One was the City Centre 
Public Realm Scheme, which 
saw a popular events space 
created in Market Square.    

It also featured plans for the 
comprehensive redevelopment 
of  the Laganbank Quarter, which 
is included within the review 
document.

The Council will be consulting on its 
draft Masterplan 2019 to ensure that 
everyone with an interest in Lisburn 
City Centre has an opportunity to 
provide their views.

The consultation will run until 12th 
April 2019.

The regeneration of Lisburn City Centre remains a key priority for the 

Council.  We are seeking your views and feedback on our revised City 

Centre Masterplan on the way forward for Lisburn City Centre.

Council Seeks your Views 
on City Centre Masterplan

TO PLAY YOUR PART IN SHAPING 
THE FUTURE OF OUR CITY PLEASE 
GIVE US YOUR VIEWS AT: 
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk/masterplan

Second Hotel Planned 
for Lisburn City Centre
The council is seeking hotel developers for 
the redevelopment of a 1.39 acre site located 
in Lisburn’s Historic Quarter.

This site is a former car park in 
Castle Street.  Our Investment Team 
considers the site’s position, which 
overlooks Castle Gardens, to be of 
signifi cant potential to Capital 
Development opportunities.

If a developer can be secured it will be 
the second hotel secured for the City 
Centre with the announcement at the 
end of last year that a £4 million, 
52 bedroom hotel is planned to open 
later this year in Lisburn Square.

The council has long campaigned for a 
hotel to be built within the city centre, 
believing there is a gap in the 
marketplace which should be 
maximised.  City centre bed space will 

act as a catalyst for further 
regeneration and a boost for the 
night-time economy.  It will also be an 
opportunity for the Council and its 
partners to devise programmes 
and campaigns incorporating 
overnight visitors.

It is envisaged that a new hotel 
would follow in the footsteps of 
the hotel at Lisburn Square, 
and be fully operational 
by 2022.

Alderman William Leathem, 
Chairman of the Development Committee; Lynne McDonald, 
Department for Communities and Alderman Allan Ewart MBE, 
Vice-Chairman of the Development Committee launch the 
Masterplan consultation for Lisburn City Centre.

Pictured in Lisburn Square at the location of the new 
Beannchor Group hotel which has received planning 
permission are: Councillor Owen Gawith, Vice-Chairman 
of the Planning Committee; Alderman David Drysdale, 
Chairman of the Planning Committee; Alderman William 
Leathem, Chairman of the Development Committee
and Alderman Allan Ewart MBE, Vice-Chairman of the 
Development Committee.

Chairman of the Development Committee, Alderman William Leathem and 
Chairman of the Capital Development Committee, Alderman Jim Dillon MBE, 
at the Castle Street site earmarked for a city centre hotel.

5lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk



Move More NI is a physical activity referral service available in the council area to support 
those living with cancer improve their health & wellbeing.  It is funded by Macmillan 
Cancer Support and works in partnership with the council and local health trusts.

Move More Lisburn Castlereagh
A DAY IN THE LIFE - KELLY IRWIN , MOVE MORE COORDINATOR

Kelly Irwin is the local Macmillan Move More 
Coordinator. She provides a confidential, tailored 
physical activity solution for any resident with 
a cancer diagnosis who wishes to use physical 
activity to help deal with their illness.   Kelly is a 
qualified, experienced exercise professional who 
works closely with healthcare professionals, when 
needed, to get the best outcome for her clients.
 
Speaking about her role, Kelly said: “I meet my 
clients through healthcare professional referrals 
and self-referrals. In the mornings I deliver 
cancer specific activities for my clients e.g. 
pilates, mindfulness, couch to 5km and circuits. 
Physical activity has been proven to be safe 
during and after most types of cancer treatment, 
and reduce the risk of cancer spreading or returning.

 

"I provide ongoing support and discuss their 
cancer journey, the sort of activities they are 
interested in and what would be suitable for them 
during their recovery. This may mean signposting 
them to other services delivered by Macmillan, for 
example, information and support services work 
or benefits advice."
 
Veronica Clarke who attends the Move More 
Programme, said: “The Move More programme has 
had an enormous impact on my ongoing physical 
and mental recovery from cancer.  I know I would 
never be where I am now without it. Being part of 
this group has enabled me to regain a level of 
fitness I had thought was beyond me due to the 
after effects of the treatment. Sharing recovery 
stories, encouraging each other to heal and 
having a good laugh has helped my own personal 
vulnerability to heal, which is something I would 
not have been able to achieve alone.  I would 
recommend the pilates and mindfulness 
programme to everyone.”

To get involved or for more information on 
Move More in Lisburn & Castlereagh City 
Council area phone 073 9228 0829 or email: 
movemore@lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

i

Mr Christopher Nugent is Pamela’s older son, and Laurence’s brother. 
Together, with volunteer support, they run the Laurence Trust.
 
They provided a presentation about the work of the Laurence 
Trust.  This includes a dedicated website, 
www.thelaurencetrust.co.uk where there is up-to-date 
information about Eating Disorders, signposting for support 
resources, a dedicated information helpline, personal stories 
from sufferers, and advice for family members and carers. The 
charity also raises awareness/education about Eating Disorders 
and recovery, by attending various open nights and presenting 
at events and meetings, such as the Council’s Committee.

The Chairman, Councillor Nathan Anderson, said: “I cannot 
thank Pamela and Christopher enough for telling us with such 
openness about their personal tragedy, and from this they found 
the strength to help others. This charity offers help and support 
around the very complex and challenging area around men’s 
eating disorders.”

The Laurence Trust are dedicated to supporting prevention, 
recovery, education and empowering men to seek support.

 

 

Committee Hears From the Laurence Trust

Councillor Nathan Anderson pictured with Christopher and Pamela Nugent from the 
Laurence Trust.
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Pamela Nugent formed the charity in 2012. Her youngest 
son, Laurence passed away in 2009 aged 24. He had 
struggled with Bulimia and Depression for around 8 years. 

THE LAURENCETRUST.CO.UK PROVIDES INFORMATION ON 
EATING DISORDERS FOR SUFFERERS, FAMILIES AND CARERS.



A DAY IN THE LIFE - KELLY IRWIN , MOVE MORE COORDINATOR

Making simple changes to 
service delivery can have a 
massive impact on patients 
with a learning disability.

Councillor Nathan Anderson, 
Chairman of the Corporate 
Services Committee, said:  
“This is such an important 
initiative.  So often it can be 
small things which make all 
the diff erence to a person.
 
“By making reasonable 
adjustments our two local 
hospitals, Lagan Valley 
Hospital and the Ulster 
Hospital they have made 
a big diff erence to ensure 

residents with learning 
disabilities will get the 
support they need when 
accessing good quality local 
healthcare.  I would like to 
commend both MENCAP NI 
and the Trust.”
 
Reasonable adjustments 
can include the provision 
of a quiet place to wait, 
building in appointment 
slots to suit the needs of 
the person and providing 
information in the best 
or most suitable way for 
individuals. 

 
'Treat Me Well' Initiative 
Helps those with a Learning Disability
The ‘Treat Me Well’ initiative, promoted by local 
charity, MENCAP Northern Ireland, has brought to 
the fore the challenges that people with a learning 
disability can face in healthcare. 

Community Planning 
A� ects Us All
The Lisburn & Castlereagh Strategic Community Planning 
Partnership hosted a workshop in January to plan the next fi ve 
years’ projects to ensure the Partnership continues to address the 
needs of the whole Lisburn Castlereagh community. It wants to 
ensure service provision is in place to meet the needs of all ages 
and abilities. 

Community Planning is about working together to deliver better lives for all 
so the Partnership, comprising many agencies, is collaborating with local 
communities and service providers to focus on actions, which will make the 
Lisburn Castlereagh area a better place for everyone.
 
It is very important to the Partnership that there is a focus on listening 
to the needs of its communities to ensure it delivers actions which are 
meaningful to them.  To be part of the community planning process and 
to make it realistic please keep up-to-date on the process through the 
Council’s website and social media platforms.

W: www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk   
Facebook: /lisburncastlereagh 
Twitter: lisburnccc   
E: haveyoursay@lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

the fore the challenges that people with a learning 

Alderman William Leathem, Chairman of the Council's 
Development Committee; Heather McKee, Chairman of the Lisburn 
& Castlereagh Strategic Community Planning Partnership; the 
Mayor, Councillor Uel Mackin and David Burns, Chief Executive.

Successes to Date

• Obesity tackled through encouraging   
 physical activity.
• A service established to assist those   
 suff ering from domestic violence.
• A voice given to our younger and older   
 generations organised groups.

Future Plans

• Regularly engage and communicate 
 with local communities going forward.
• Improve the speech and language 
 support available for residents.
• Support the local economy through 
 helping people back into employment 
 and supporting new and existing local 
        businesses.
    

Councillor Nathan Anderson, Chairman of the Corporate Services Committee 
with Fiona Cole, Mencap NI, Policy and Campaigns Offi cer and Margaret Kelly, 
Director of Mencap NI.
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Roll Up. Roll Up. 
Prepare to be dazzled as The City of Lisburn & 
Castlereagh 2019 Mayor’s Carnival Parade & Family 
Fun Day 'Showtime' comes to town on Saturday 6th April 2019. 

For further information and carnival tips check out www.ISLANDArtsCentre.com 

Don’t forget to share your carnival experience with us by using the #BePartOfHere.  

Lisburn is the place to be on Saturday 6th April 2019, 
when the curtain rises on The City of Lisburn & 
Castlereagh Mayor’s Carnival Parade and Family Fun 
Day 2019, 'Showtime’. 

‘Showtime’ combines the dazzling spectacle of 
Ireland’s most celebrated carnival acts and a host 
of fabulous entertainment experiences. With wildly 
energetic, infectious music and dance rhythms, 
set against an impressive landscape of fl oats and 
carnival creations you will not want to miss this 
family event. 

Thousands of revellers are expected to throng the

 

carnival route to see the show-stopping swirl of 
movement and colour make its way from ISLAND 
Arts Centre through the city centre streets. 

The Show Must Go On
An afternoon of ‘Showtime’ festive fun continues 
at the Carnival Village, which takes over Wallace Park 
from 12.30 - 5.00pm.  

A multitude of theatrical treats and electrifying acts 
with a Greatest Showman vibe will mix with fun fairs, 
arty antics and adrenaline fuelled arena acts. 

8

 April 2019.
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Roll Up. Roll Up. 
Prepare to be dazzled as The City of Lisburn & 
Castlereagh 2019 Mayor’s Carnival Parade & Family 
Fun Day 'Showtime' comes to town on Saturday 6th April 2019. 

For further information and carnival tips check out www.ISLANDArtsCentre.com 

Don’t forget to share your carnival experience with us by using the #BePartOfHere.  

Carnival Parade Route
The Mayor’s Carnival Parade sets off  from ISLAND 
Arts Centre at 1.00pm and sweeps its way
through Lisburn City Centre via Queen’s Road, 
Linenhall Street, Market Street, Market Place, 
Railway Street, Magheralave Road, Wallace 
Park, Belfast Road and Seymour Street before 
returning to ISLAND Civic Centre via Queen’s 
Road.  

So there will be plenty of opportunity for 
onlookers to capture the carnival magic as 
it passes through the streets.  Just be sure 
to select your viewing point early and allow 
extra time for some traff ic disruption. 

The new Vitality membership package, launched on 
1st March, provides customers with a unique blend 
of activities across all six of the Council’s leisure 
facilities.  

For just £45 per month for a household or £28 per month for an 
individual, members can enjoy a wide range of activities and classes 
for adults and children at all six of the Council’s leisure facilities; Lagan 
Valley LeisurePlex, Dundonald International Ice Bowl, Lough Moss 
Leisure Centre, Glenmore Activity Centre, Grove Activity Centre and 
Kilmakee Activity Centre.

Membership Package

Your membership package includes a host of activities including gym, 
swimming and fi tness sessions to get your heart pumping as well 
as tenpin bowling, ice skating and leisure pool activities for those 
looking to plan family days out!

For further information please go to
www.theleisureplex.com/vitality-membership
 

Get Active With Vitality

Love Life. Live Vitality.

One
Membership,
Six Fantastic

Facilities!

NEW
MEMBERSHIP
PACKAGES!

Get active with our inclusive Vitality Membership packages!
Enjoy a wide range activities for adults and children at each of our

six leisure facilities. You will be spoilt for choice!

For further details, visit
www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

NEW 
MEMBERSHIP
PACKAGES

One 
Membership, 
Six Fantastic 

Facilities!

Chairman of the Leisure & Community 
Development Committee, Alderman 
Paul Porter is joined by a local family 
to launch the new Vitality membership 
package.

9lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk



It has been designed to appeal to the senses of taste, 
touch, sound, smell and sight and includes elements 
such as a sensory path, wooden sculptures and a 
telescope.  It aims to provide a calming and therapeutic 
experience whilst enjoying nature in the park.
 
Alderman Paul Porter, Chairman of the Council’s Leisure 
& Community Development Committee, speaking at the 
opening, said: “This new garden provides a variety of 
elements to enrich the natural environment of Moira 
Demesne for the enjoyment of residents and visitors.  It is 
an excellent addition to the facilities already available in 
this popular space. Both residents and visitors can enjoy 
this tranquil area when they visit Mora Demesne.,” 
 
This project was supported by a £46,625 Alpha 
Programme grant.  The Woodland Trust donated the trees 
and species rich hedging planted in the garden.

Moira Sensory Wildlife Garden

Better Spaces for Everyone
The refurbishment of our parks and sporting facilities provides 
every opportunity for our residents and visitors to take part 
in sports and leisure activities. Promoting healthy and active 
lifestyles remains a key objective of the Council.  

Pictured at the opening of the Sensory Garden in Moira with Alderman 
Paul Porter, Chairman of Leisure & Community Development Committee 
are Mr Richard Rogers, Alpha Programme; Councillor Owen Gawith 
and local schoolchildren.

A new sensory wildlife garden has opened in Moira Demesne. Members 
of the local community and pupils from local primary schools attended 
the recent off icial opening.
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The Council is currently upgrading the play 

facilities within six of its play parks. These 

refurbishment works will take place at the Queen 

Elizabeth II Play Park and the play parks in Hillhall, 

Lambeg, Moat Park, Edgar Avenue and Colby Park. 

Alderman Paul Porter, Chairman of the Council’s Leisure & 
Community Development Committee, said: “As Chairman I 
am delighted that my committee has given the appropriate 
approvals to make play park improvements that will benefi t 
so many people.  Children’s play facilities are so important within 
local communities and the council is keen to invest in the best facilities 
to enable creative play and promote physical exercise. 
This improvement project involving in excess of £600,000 of 
investment by the council confi rms our commitment to providing 
communities with high quality leisure and recreational facilities.”

The refurbishments will include new play equipment, fences 
and safety surfacing. It is expected that all refurbishment 
works will be completed by late April 2019.

Play Parks Get 
a Boost With
£620,000 
Investment
  

Alderman Paul Porter, Chairman of the Leisure & Community 
Development Committee meets with Graham Stephens from 
Garden Escapes, the Council's contractor, to discuss the 
upgrading of six play parks in the Council area.

Moat Park Garden 
of Refl ection
Works have begun on the construction 
of a new Garden of Refl ection in 
Moat Park. The works will develop 
the existing circular area located to 
the northern side of the park, into a 
high quality public space by providing 
a central seating area with trees, 
hedges, shrubs and grass lawns. 

Working in consultation with the 
Ulster Hospital, Dundonald the council 
will further develop the proposal 
which is to be a tranquil public space 
set aside for refl ection within the 
wider surroundings of Moat Park.

Recently completed works at the 
Billy Neill MBE Soccer Centre include 
landscaping at the entrance of the 
facility, a cycle repair hub on the 
Comber Greenway crossing, a new 
lakeside path, two new dog exercise 
areas, an additional grass pitch and 
improved access paths to the pitches. 

The Council was delighted to see 
this facility host the 2019 IAAF 
NI International Cross Country 
Championship which had competitors 
from across the world take part in the 
diff erent races.

New works include additional car 
parking, the installation of walking 
trails, outdoor gym equipment, park 
benches, cycle paths and a cycle 
pump track.  An area within the site is 
also being managed to protect and 
enhance biodiversity and to promote 
its enjoyment to the local community. 
These works will help develop the 
facility’s appeal to a wider audience 
and are due to be completed in the 
fi rst quarter of 2019. 

Billy Neill MBE Soccer 
Centre of Excellence

Duncan’s Park 
A multi-phased Minor Works 
Improvement Scheme is currently 
under-way throughout Duncan’s 
Park. These works include 
upgrading the existing path 
network, lakeside walkway, 
footbridge and steps, replacing 
and upgrading fencing and 
balustrading, wetland fl ower 
planting and the thinning of 
undergrowth. The park remains 
open for all visitors to explore the 
area and connect with their natural 
environment. Works are expected 
to be completed in April.  

11lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk



12

Among the activities planned are: an 
online campaign, information leaflets 
and a series of Planning Information 
Evenings across the council area, the 
first one having already taken place at 
the Dundonald International Ice Bowl at 
the end of last year.

Explaining about the council’s planning 
responsibilities Chairman of Planning, 
Alderman David Drysdale said:

“The role of planning within the council 
is complex and can be misunderstood, 
understandably so, by those who are 
not working in this field or dealing in 
such matters regularly.

“Over the last council term there is no 
doubt that Elected Members have faced 
a steep learning curve and undertaken 
many, many hours of specific training in 
this new area.

“We fully appreciate how the rules 
and regulations surrounding planning 
matters can at times be difficult to 
follow.

“We want to help explain and 
encourage a better understanding of 
how planning decisions are reached, 
especially for those applications 
which provoke strong public reaction, 
the legislation that must be adhered 

to and the roles and responsibilities 
of our individual Planning Committee 
Members.

“This is not always an easy path to 
navigate, trying to reconcile strong and 
vocal public opinion to reach a decision 
that is considered and measured and 
is within the legal parameters of our 
decision making powers.

“The Planning Committee works with a 
team of highly skilled, professionally 
qualified planning officers and a 
legal advisor is also present at every 
Planning Committee to provide advice 
and guidance.  This joint approach 

Supporting 
Local Groups 
in the 
Community 

How does Planning work in the Council?
With nearly 1250 planning applications processed by Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
last year, the Council is undertaking an Awareness Campaign, designed to help the public 
better understand the roles and working of the council’s Planning process as well as the legal 
responsibilities of those local Councillors who sit on the Planning Committee.

Councillor Thomas Beckett, Chairman of the 
Governance and Audit Committee, joins local 
Carryduff community representative Una Kilpatrick 
and council officer Denise Brown to discuss how 
the council assists local community groups meet 
governance expectations.

12
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Over the last 18 months local groups have been 
required to register with the Charities Commission 
for NI to ensure they meet their legal requirements 
in terms of fi nance and governance.

means that approximately 95% of 
applications are approved.

“Some members of the public may 
have strong views about why a 
particular planning decision has been 
taken.  It is important to understand 
that Planning Committee Members 
must act in accordance with all 
relevant planning legislation.  This on 
occasion may diff er from their personal 

Supporting 
Local Groups 
in the 
Community 

This is sometimes unfamiliar 
territory for some of the 
volunteers who run our 

valuable community groups. 

The council can off er support as 
part of our community planning 
programme to support any 
local groups who may fi nd good 
governance and record keeping 
diff icult.  The council’s Internal 

Audit Team is working with such 
groups to provide support as 
they become familiar with these 
new processes. 
 
"We are happy to work with our 
local groups to help support the 
valuable community work they 
provide across the area," said 
Councillor Beckett.

How does Planning work in the Council?

opinions or that of 
some of constituents.

“By raising awareness of 
the Committee’s roles and 
responsibilities we can help 
improve wider understanding
of the planning process,” 
said Alderman Drysdale.

A comprehensive guide to the planning process at 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council can be found at: 
https://www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk/resident/
planning/how-does-planning-work-in-the-council

i

The district rates for both domestic 
and non-domestic properties for the 
incoming year 2019/2020 has been 
struck at 2.29%.

Council Retains NI's 
Lowest Domestic Rate

Alderman David Drysdale, Chairman of the Planning Committee, at a planning 
information evening held at Dundonald International Ice Bowl.

For a property valued at £150,000 within the 
Council area, the district rate element represents 
an increase of £0.84 a month, or an increase of 
£10.08 in the year.
 
Councillor Nathan Anderson, Chairman of the 
Corporate Services Committee, said: “We have 
ambitious plans to support our communities and to 
develop a vibrant economy whilst recognising that 
our rates must be as low as possible for our citizens. 
 
“With the local community central to our service 
provision, we will be investing in a community 
sports hub in Ballybeen, a community hub and 
community network in Carryduff , further 3D sports 
pitches across the area and Duncan’s Park will 
be expanded to the North Lisburn Feeder Road to 
enhance park users’ enjoyment.

“Waste management and recycling initiatives 
remain high on our agenda. With ever-increasing 
costs of treatment and waste disposal, it is 
incumbent to keep moving forward to maximise 
recycling eff orts.
 
“We are also a partner in the Belfast Region City 
Deal and will be investing resources to support 
delivery of this programme. The budget refl ects 
future sustainable development, growth and 
enhancement and building on investment to date 
in the best interests of the area,” he said. 
 

REPAYMENT OF BANK LOANS £  5,109,938
GOVERNANCE & AUDIT  £     668,300  
SUPPORT SERVICES  £  9,360, 570
LEISURE & COMMUNITY WELLBEING      £  11,085,840
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  £ 19,993,940  
SERVICE TRANSFORMATION £   3,071 ,980

Net Expenditure
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Safety is Important
In January over 1,000 P7 pupils from 23 primary 

schools in the council area took part in a successful 

four day ‘BeeSafe’ event. 

Statistics show that one third of 

people over 65 fall each year, with 

even higher numbers for over 75s.  

Around 50% of falls are preventable 
and this is why the council has 
partnered with the Public Health 
Agency to promote its Stay Steady 
campaign.

Keeping yourself steady

Pictured are representatives of all the organisations and agencies who took part in the recent BeeSafe 
events and local primary schoolchildren from Dromara, St Colmans and Seymour Hill Primary School.

You can view the Stay Steady video, 
which has been designed to help you 
learn more about measures you can
take at home to prevent falls, on the 
Council’s Facebook page or log on 
to https://youtu.be/196QKBNoNQg

Stay 
Steady

To stay fi rmly on your feet, a few 
simple changes like – installing rails in
the bathroom or garden to keep you 
steady and making sure stairs are kept 
clear and well lit - can make all the 
diff erence and keep you mobile.

You will benefi t if you:

•  maintain healthy feet  
•     regularly review your medication
•  have regular eyesight tests  
•    pay attention to home safety
•  enjoy a healthy diet and reduce 
  the risk of osteoporosis.

Exercise is one of the best ways to 
prevent falls, as well as making you 
more confi dent and able to enjoy life.

Anna Neal won our sponsored 
award for her website 
www.protectourpristineseas.
com that shares her passion 
of our oceans with others.  
Anna also organised 13 beach 
cleans in 2018, the most 
recent of which attracted over 

30 people. Anna has turned 
her passion for the oceans 
into action, raised awareness 
and gathered the community 
together, including the 
harbour authorities to help 
clean up our oceans.  

The Council sponsored the ‘Little Heroes Award’ at this year’s 

Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful Community Awards, which 

recognise and thank all the volunteers who dedicate time to 

ensure clean environments.

At the sessions held by the 
council and other agencies 
the schoolchildren learned 
practical tips and advice to 
help create a safe and stress 
free transfer to ‘big school’ 
on: bus safety, fi re safety, 
safety in the home, safe use 
of the internet, staying safe 
around electricity, personal 

safety, farm safety, water 
safety and how to act if 
approached by strangers.

This initiative was funded 
by the Public Health Agency, 
Lisburn & Castlereagh 
Policing & Community Safety 
Partnership and the Council.  

Council congratulates little heroes

Lisburn & Castlereagh City 
Litter Heroes Award winner, 
Anna Neal pictured with 
Jodie McAneaney, Live 
Here Love Here Manager and 
Councillor Janet Gray MBE, 
Chair of the Environmental 
Services Committee.
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Sort It!

 

Our residents can dispose of 

additional household or garden 

waste at any of our three Household 

Recycling Centres (HRCs) located at:

•  The Cutts, Derriaghy, BT17 9HD
•  Carryduff , BT8 8AD
•  Drumlough, BT26 6QA

If you plan to visit one of the HRCs in your 
car, to reduce the duration of your visit 
and improve the quality of the recyclable 
materials collected by the council please: 
pre-sort your waste, ask an attendant if 
unsure about where to place an item and 
if possible visit outside of peak times.
 
Contact the council for advice before 
visiting any of the HRCs if you are; a 
resident using a van or trailer, a contractor 
disposing of household waste, or a 
business disposing of waste.
  

Recycling Plans In Progress
Since the new Council was formed it has been 
reviewing its waste and recycling services to 
identify the most eff icient collection method 
that would be consistent across the entire area.   

Following the amalgamation of the two former councils there were 
diff erences in collection containers, bin colours, frequency of 
collections and types of waste that could be collected at the kerbside.

This review has identifi ed the following waste collection system 
as the most eff icient: 

• A weekly collection of dry recyclables in wheelie boxes 
 which can accept glass and textiles.  This collection method
 will allow for quality waste to be sorted at the kerbside.
• A weekly collection of food waste in 23 litre caddies to allow  
 residents to recycle food waste more often.
• A smaller household landfi ll bin (180 litre) to 
 be collected fortnightly.
• The existing brown bin will continue 
 to be collected fortnightly for 
 garden waste.

The new collection service will be 
piloted in autumn 2019 alongside 
public consultation and engagement 
sessions.  During the pilot scheme and 
consultation process the council 
would appreciate feedback from its 
residents to ensure that all residents 
can benefi t from a new kerbside 
collection which focuses on 
recycling and composting as 
much high quality household waste 
as possible.

Despite our comprehensive recycling schemes some residents are still 
placing recyclable material in their landfi ll bin.  If we discover this we will not
empty them and will place a contaminated sticker on the bin.  
It is then the responsibility of the resident to remove the recyclable 
material and represent the bin on their next scheduled collection day.

If residents are unsure about 
which bin/box to place a material in 
they can check 24/7 using our FREE 
Binformation App or by logging on to 
www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk/recycling

Recycle Right In 
Lisburn Castlereagh

We provide our residents with recycling bins/boxes, 
brown bins and caddies to assist them to Recycle Right at home.  
Using these containers residents can recycle a large number of 
everyday items e.g. plastic bottles, food and drink cans, 
newspapers, cardboard, food waste and garden waste.  The 
council also operates three Household Recycling Centres and 
40 Bring Banks across the Lisburn Castlereagh area.

Using these containers residents can recycle a large number of Using these containers residents can recycle a large number of NOT LANDFILL

MAKE COMPOST

BROWN BINS
NO RECYCLABLES!

NO FOOD WASTE!

LANDFILL BINS

OR CONTAMINANTS

NO FOOD WASTE!

RECYCLING BINS

Recycle Right!Your guide to recycling around the home

Safety is Important
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www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Download Your Free Household
Recycling App today!

www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

DOWNSHIRE EAST

DOWNSHIRE WEST KILLULTAGH

CASTLEREAGH EAST CASTLEREAGH SOUTH

CASTLEREAGH SOUTH

LISBURN SOUTH

DOWNSHIRE EAST

KILLULTAGH

LISBURN NORTH

LISBURN NORTH

Cllr Ben Mallon 
DUP
Mob: 07719 652057 
Email: ben.mallon@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Ald James Dillon MBE JP
UUP 
Tel: 07802 967000
Email: jim.dillon@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Ald William Leathem 
DUP
Mob: 07808 138016 
Email: william.leathem@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Ald David Drysdale 
DUP 
Mob: 07857 415268 
Email: david.drysdale@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Tim Mitchell 
UUP
Mob: 07813 968859 
Email: tim.mitchell@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Vasundhara Kamble
DUP
Mob: 07513 327165 
Email: vasundhara.kamble@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Ald Allan Ewart MBE 
DUP
Mob: 07802 834163 
Email: allan.ewart@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Ald James Tinsley 
DUP
Mob: 07866 266294 
Email: james.tinsley@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Hazel Legge 
UUP
Mob: 07711 226264 
Email: hazel.legge@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Alan Givan 
DUP 
Mob: 07840 096628 
Email: alan.givan@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Brian Hanvey 
SDLP
Mob: 07778 905699 
Email: brian.hanvey@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr John Palmer 
UUP
Mob: 07792 190554 
Email: john.palmer@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Brian Bloomfield MBE 
UUP
Mob: 07896 318905
Email: brian.bloomfield@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Andrew Girvin 
TUV 
Mob: 07852 193318 
Email: andrew.girvin@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Ald Paul Porter 
DUP 
Mob: 07816 169379 
Email: paul.porter@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Luke Poots 
DUP
Mob: 07581 159186 
Email: luke.poots@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Owen Gawith 
APNI
Mob: 07736 408250
Email: owen.gawith@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Ald Stephen Martin 
APNI 
Mob: 07554 425103 
Email: stephen.martin@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Sharon Skillen
DUP
Mob: 07803 411023 
Email: sharon.skillen@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Andrew Ewing 
DUP 
Mob: 07890 561109 
Email: andrew.ewing@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Uel Mackin 
DUP
Mob: 07896 318889 
Email: uel.mackin@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Hon. Nicholas Trimble
UUP
Mob: 07780 678188 
Email: nicholas.trimble@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Scott Carson 
DUP
Mob: 07947 561137 
Email: scott.carson@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Ald Geraldine Rice MBE
IND
Mob: 07771 880857
Email: geraldine.rice@
btconnect.com

Cllr Rhoda Walker 
DUP 
Mob: 07725 856436 
Email: rhoda.walker@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Thomas Beckett 
DUP
Mob: 07950 489056 
Email: thomas.beckett@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Margaret Tolerton 
DUP 
Mob: 07801 643187 
Email: margaret.tolerton@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr John Gallen 
SDLP 
Mob: 07856 059196
Email: john.gallen@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Amanda Grehan 
APNI 
Mob: 07850 326408 
Email: amanda.grehan@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Ald Michael Henderson MBE
UUP 
Mob: 07930 409150
Email: michael.henderson@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Aaron McIntyre 
APNI
Mob: 07707 936559 
Email: aaron.mcintyre@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Máiría Cahill
SDLP
Mob: 07342 067903
Email: mairia.cahill@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Tim Morrow 
APNI
Mob: 07714 299916 
Email: tim.morrow@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Nathan Anderson
DUP 
Mob: 07894 868213
Email: nathan.anderson@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Janet Gray MBE
DUP 
Mob: 07818 817085 
Email: janet.gray@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Ald Tommy Jeffers
DUP
Mob: 07703 360137 
Email: tommy.jeffers@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Johnny McCarthy 
SDLP
Mob: 07725 904551
Email: johnny.mccarthy@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Jonathan Craig
DUP 
Mob: 07815 888384 
Email: jonathan.craig@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr Alexander Redpath 
UUP
Mob: 07460 713879 
Email: alexander.redpath@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Cllr James Baird 
UUP
Mob: 07802 349003 
Email: james.baird@
lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

Elected Members Online
You can fi nd all your Councillor contact details by ward 
online.  You can also fi nd Council Committees and their 
Chairmen, schedules of Council meetings, minutes and 
recordings of past meetings.
  www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk/council

Elected Members of Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council




