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Vision for the future

Following your suggestions on what to 

prioritise, we are matching what you have 

said with what the statutory partners have 

prioritised, and with statistical evidence 

to back up your concerns, you have 

suggested that the Community Planning 

Partnership should:

• Invest in our children and young people 

to make sure their future is more secure. 

• Identify new ways to deal with anti-social 

behaviour and increase emphasis on early 

crime interventions. 

• Improve services for our older people to 

tackle isolation and to have a healthier  

old age. 

• Grow existing businesses to create job 

opportunities. 

• Improve the tourism offer to encourage 

investment and grow visitor numbers. 

• Improve connectivity by developing an 

integrated transport plan and improving 

digital infrastructure. 

• Tap in to the potential of the natural and 

historic assets of the area to attract visitors. 

• Improve partnership working to deliver more 

efficient services. 

• Improve the quality of our parks and open 

spaces to encourage greater use. 

• Increase access to the countryside and 

outdoors to improve health and well-being.

www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk

What issues will the 
Community Plan address?

The Community Plan can deal with any 

issue that effects your social, economic or 

environmental well-being, including access, 

community safety, domestic abuse, drugs and 

alcohol, education and training, health, housing, 

jobs, justice, the local economy, natural 

environment, planning, recreation, sports 

facilities, transport and waste and recycling.  

This is not an exclusive list, so if you have 

concerns or comments to make please have 

your say!

Is Community Planning 
different to Community 
Development or Spatial 
Planning?

YES. Community Development supports local 

community groups, builds their capacity and 

encourages their input into the Community 

Planning process. 

The Council’s Local Development Plan 

outlines how land should be developed or 

protected in the future. This will be the spatial 

representation of the shared goals identified 

in the Community Plan.

Have your say on what matters to you!Have your say on what matters to you!

What is Community Planning?

The Council is now responsible for facilitating and managing the co-operation and partnership 

working across a range of agencies, known as Community Planning.

The aim of this process is to increase the well-being of our citizens by joining up the services 

provided by public sector agencies, business, voluntary and community organisations and 

making sure we are all working with local people to agree on shared goals to improve all 

aspects of life in our City.

Together we will develop a Community Plan, which will identify, at a high level, what we need to 

do to improve the lives of our citizens.

How to get involved

For details on how to get involved, visit the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council website  

www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk or visit any of our partner agencies’ websites.

You can also contact the Council’s Community Planning Manager:

Catharine McWhirter

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council

Civic Headquarters

Lagan Valley Island

Lisburn BT27 4RL

Tel: 028 9044 7513 or Email: haveyoursay@lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk
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The Strategic Community Planning Partnership

The Lisburn & Castlereagh Strategic Community Planning Partnership has been established to start  

to agree shared goals and priorities, and make decisions. The Partnership is made up of the  

following organisations:

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk 

Police Service of Northern Ireland www.psni.police.uk

Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service www.nifrs.org

Northern Ireland Housing Executive www.nihe.gov.uk

Public Health Authority www.publichealth.hscni.net

Health and Social Care Board www.hscboard.hscni.net

Health and Social Care Trust www.setrust.hscni.net

Invest Northern Ireland www.investni.com

Tourism NI www.tourismni.com

Sport NI www.sportni.net

Libraries NI www.librariesni.org.uk

Education Authority NI www.eani.org.uk

CCMS www.onlineccms.com

South Eastern Regional College www.serc.ac.uk

Each of the organisations will be represented 

by someone who has authority to agree actions 

and commit resources.  Four elected members, 

Alderman William Leathem, Alderman James 

Tinsley, Alderman Michael Henderson MBE 

and Councillor Aaron McIntyre will sit on this 

Partnership for the duration of each term in office. 

Information and feedback from you will influence 

the decisions made by the Strategic Partnership.

How do Community Planning goals and outcomes fit with 
other plans and strategies?

The Community Planning process presents an 

opportunity to co-ordinate and streamline the 

services of many other agencies in order to 

create efficiencies and acknowledge common 

goals.  By working together to deliver services 

the Partnership agencies will be able to do more 

and in a more focussed way.

      Likes

 Excellent schools and colleges in the area. 

 Great community facilities which host a 

variety of activities and events. 

 Wide variety of local businesses and 

tourism and leisure attractions, particularly 

Lagan Valley LeisurePlex and Dundonald 

International Ice Bowl. 

 Good connectivity to hospitals, airports 

and other services. 

 Quality of the surrounding countryside, 

parks and open spaces, especially Moira 

Demesne, Hillsborough, Castle Gardens, 

Moat Park and Wallace Park.

      Dislikes

 The perceived anti-social behaviour 

especially along the River Lagan. 

 Restricted opening hours of community 

facilities and parks. 

 The lack of digital infrastructure. 

 The prevalence of derelict and vacant 

buildings in Dundonald, Glenavy and 

Hillsborough. 

 Speeding traffic and congestion. 

 The lack of integrated transport. 

 The lack of partnership working.

Pictured at a recent community planning stakeholder event are: 
(l-r) Catharine McWhirter, Community Planning Manager; Dale 
Ashford, Interim Chief Fire Officer; Alderman William Leathem, 
Chairman of the Council’s Governance and Audit Committee;  
Dr Theresa Donaldson, Chief Executive; Councillor Scott Carson 
and Superintendent Sean Wright, PSNI.

If you feel your views have not been heard or represented, please have your say through 
specially facilitated sessions or another means as listed on the back of this news sheet.!

Community Conversations 

Over the last months many of you have 

engaged in the process, either through the 

Community Conversations, meetings, email 

or telephone calls. 

The Community Planning process embraces 

fairness through the Council’s Equality 

Scheme and we have had contact with 

a number of people who represent 

themselves or others.

Here is what you told us you liked and 

disliked about the area:

Tracey Crothers, Manager of Maghaberry Community Centre ‘has 
her say’ with Alderman William Leathem, Chairman of the Council’s 
Governance & Audit Committee at the Maghaberry Community 
Conversation public meeting held in August.
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