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Draft Rural Needs Impact Assessment Background
The purpose of the draft Planning Validation Checklist is to avoid unnecessary delays in the planning application process by setting out the information, plans or evidence to be submitted with your planning application to make it a ‘valid’ application and enable it to be processed.
The Rural Needs Act 2016 requires district councils and other public authorities to have due regard to rural needs when developing, adopting, implementing or revising policies, strategies and plans, and when designing and delivering public services. The principles of rural proofing are incorporated in the RNIA process. 
This Rural Needs Impact Assessment (RNIA) accompanies the draft Planning Validation Checklist and will be subject to consultation.
The RNIA has been produced by the Council’s LDP Team, consisting of professional Planners with a working knowledge of the draft Planning Validation Checklist. It has been undertaken in accordance with the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs’ (DAERAs’) Rural Needs Act (NI) guidance and template (April 2018).




















SECTION 1 – DEFINING THE ACTIVITY SUBJECT TO SECTION 1(1) OF THE RURAL NEEDS ACT (NI) 2016
1A	Name of Public Authority
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council
1B	Please provide a short title which describes the activity being undertaken by the        Public Authority that is subject to the Section 1(1) of the Rural Needs Act (NI) 2016.
	Planning Application Validation Checklist.
1C	Please indicate which category the activity specified in Section 1B above relates to.
The preparation of a policy.
1D	Please provide the official title (if any) of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service document or initiative relating to the category indicated in Section 1C above.
	Planning Application Checklist
1E	Please provide details of the aims and/or objectives of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service.
On 1st October 2024, the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) published legislation that permits councils to develop and publish a “Validation Checklist” to specify the information and details that shall accompany any application. The new legislation came into operation on the 01 April 2025.
The purpose of the validation checklist is to avoid unnecessary delays in the planning application process by setting out the information, plans or evidence to be submitted with your planning application to make it a ‘valid’ application and enable it to be processed. It applies to all full planning applications, outline planning applications and their associated reserved matters.
The the new validation arrangement will:
· provide applicants and their agents with certainty as to the information and other evidence that is required to accompany different types of planning applications;
· ensure the council has all of the necessary information from the outset to enable it to determine an application efficiently and in a timely fashion; and
· minimise the need to request the submission of further additional information, thereby avoiding delay in determining applications.
1F	What definition of ‘rural’ is the Public Authority using in respect of the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service?
The default definition of rural used in Northern Ireland is that developed by the Interdepartmental Urban-Rural Definition Group. Initially proposed in 2005 and amended in the Review of the Statistical Classification and Delineation of Settlements (NISRA 2015). This definition classifies those settlements with a population of less than 5,000 together with the open countryside as rural. Therefore this RNIA is based on the following areas:-
Villages
Aghalee; Annahilt; Dromara; Drumbeg; Drumbo; Glenavy; Lower Ballinderry; Maghaberry; Milltown; Moneyreagh; Ravernet; Stoneyford; Upper Ballinderry.
Small Settlements
Ballyaughlis; Ballycarn; Ballyknockan; Ballylesson; Ballynadolly; Ballyskeagh; Boardmills; Carr; Crossnacreevy; Drumlough; Drumlough Road; Dundrod; Duneight; Feumore; Halfpenny Gate; Halftown; Hillhall; Kesh Bridge; Lambeg; Legacurry; Long Kesh; Lower Broomhedge; Lurganure; Lurganville; Lurgill; Magheraconluce; Morningside; Purdysburn; Ryan Park; St James; The Temple; Tullynacross; Upper Broomhedge.
Countryside
Paragraph 6.61 of the Strategic Planning Policy Statement (SPPS) defines “the countryside” as land lying outside of settlement limits as identified in Local Development Plans (LDPs).



















SECTION 2 – UNDERSTANDING THE IMPACT OF THE POLICY, STRATEGY, PLAN OR PUBLIC SERVICE 
2A	Is the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service likely to impact on people in rural areas? 
Yes
2B	Please explain how the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is likely to impact on people in rural areas?
The validation checklist applies to all areas of the Council, from Lisburn City, to the other Urban Areas, the villages, small settlements and rural areas. It does not differentiate between any specific community whether urban or rural. As the process is aimed at improving the quality of planning applications on submission it is likely that the Planning Validation Checklist will have an overall positive impact on communities in rural areas by enabling a more efficient and effective planning decision making process.
The Planning validation checklist, Rural Needs Impact Assessment and Equality Impact Screening Assessment are prepared in draft and will all be presented together during a twelve week public consultation for consideration and comment.
2C	If the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is likely to impact on people in rural areas differently from people in urban areas, please explain how it is likely to impact on people in rural areas differently.
It is considered that the policies do not seek to impact on urban and rural people differently but aim to deliver a consistent and positive outcome across the Council area.
2D	Please indicate which of the following rural policy areas the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is likely to primarily impact on. 
Given the interrelationship between urban and rural areas, the strategies and policies of the draft PS will primarily impact upon the following social, economic and environmental aspects of rural areas: 
· Rural Businesses; 
· Rural Tourism; 
· Rural Housing; 
· Jobs or Employment in Rural Areas; 
· Education or Training in Rural Areas; 
· Broadband or Mobile Communications in Rural Areas; 
· Transport Services or Infrastructure in Rural Areas; 
· Rural Development; and 
· Agri-Environment. 

2E	Please explain why Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service is NOT likely to impact on people in rural areas.
Not applicable.

SECTION 3 – IDENTIFYING THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC NEEDS OF PERSONS IN RURAL AREAS
3A	Has the Public Authority taken steps to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural areas that are relevant to the Policy, Strategy, Plan or Public Service?
 No
3B	Please indicate which of the following methods or information sources were used by the Public Authority to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural areas.
          Not applicable
3C	Please provide details of the methods and information sources used to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural areas including relevant dates, names of organisations, titles of publications, website references, details of surveys or consultations undertaken etc.
	Not applicable
3D	Please provide details of the social and economic needs of people in rural areas which have been identified by the Public Authority. 
           Not applicable

3E	Please explain why no steps were taken by the Public Authority to identify the social and economic needs of people in rural areas?
	The validation checklist applies to all areas of the Council - city, urban and rural equally. It does not differentiate between any specific community whether urban or rural. 

The validation checklist has considered the impacts on a range of existing and potential stakeholders.  As part of the consultation and engagement approach for this process, stakeholders representing key sectors and bodies will be consulted with during the twelve week public consultation period.  This process will allow council to identify any social and economic needs of people in rural areas. The council will use the consultation period to identify specific issues, to review and update the draft Planning Validation Checklist and any improvements that will enhance the Council’s planning processes.






SECTION 4 – CONSIDERING THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC NEEDS OF PERSONS IN RURAL AREAS 
4A 	Please provide details of the issues considered in relation to the social and economic needs of people in rural areas. 
In preparation of the draft Planning Validation Checklist, the Council held a consultation event with Planning Agents in September 2025. It is anticipated that the online public consultation will enable maximum reach and participation with members of the public. It will provide both rural and urban dwellers the opportunity to participate in the consultation.
Comments from rural dwellers will be welcome during this consultation. Comments received during the consultation period will help inform the development of the draft Planning Validation Checklist and its integration into the planning application process.




















SECTION 5 – INFLUENCING THE POLICY, STRATEGY, PLAN OR PUBLIC SERVICE 

5A 	Has the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the Policy, Strategy or Plan, or the design or delivery of the Public Service, been influenced by the rural needs identified? 
No.

5B 	Please explain how the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the Policy, Strategy, or Plan or the design or delivery of the Public Service, has been influenced by the rural needs identified.
Not applicable.
5C 	Please explain why the development, adoption, implementation or revising of the Policy, Strategy or Plan, or the design or delivery of the Public Service, has NOT been influenced by the rural needs identified. 
The validation checklist applies to all areas of the city, urban and rural areas equally.  As part of the twelve week public consultation and engagement period, there is an online survey, to enable people in rural and urban areas to participate and all feedback will be monitored to check if there are any specific rural issues arising.
















Section 6 Documenting and Recording
6A Please tick below to confirm that the RNIA Template will be retained by the Public Authority and relevant information on the Section 1 activity compiled in accordance with paragraph 6.7 of the guidance.


I Confirm that the RNIA Template will be retained and relevant information compiled
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