ESC 02.10.2024

LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL

Minutes of Meeting of the Environment & Sustainability Committee held in the

Council Chamber, Island Civic Centre, on Wednesday 2"¢ October 2024 at

6.00 pm.

PRESENT IN
CHAMBER
(COMMITTEE):

PRESENT IN REMOTE
LOCATION
(COMMITTEE):

OTHER MEMBERS OF
COUNCIL PRESENT IN

CHAMBER:

OTHER MEMBERS OF
COUNCIL PRESENT IN

REMOTE LOCATION:

IN ATTENDANCE:

Councillor P Catney (Chair)

Councillor G Hynds (Vice-Chair)

Aldermen J Baird, O Gawith, A Mcintyre and J Tinsley
Councillors P Kennedy, C McCready, M McKeever, R
McLernon and N Parker

The Right Worshipful The Mayor

Councillor K Dickson

Alderman S Skillen

Councillor A Gowan

Alderman A Grehan

Councillor U Mackin

Alderman M Gregg

Councillor A Givan

Chief Executive

Acting Director of Environmental Services (RH)

Head of Service (Building Control & Sustainability) (CD)
Head of Service (Waste Management & Operational
Services) (WM)

Acting Head of Service (Environmental Health, Risk &
Emergency Planning) (SC)

Member Services Officer (CA & RN)

Commencement of the Meeting

The Chair, Councillor P Catney, welcomed all present to the meeting including the
significant number of persons seated in the Public Gallery, and advised that the meeting
would be audio recorded unless the item on the agenda was to be considered under

confidential business.
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The Chair stated that unauthorised recording was not permitted, as per the Council’s
Standing Orders. The Chair asked that mobile phones be put on silent or switched off for
the duration of the meeting. In accordance with the Protocol for Remote Meetings, the
Chair asked that those attending via zoom ensure that the meeting could neither be seen
nor heard by any other person at their remote location when confidential business was
being considered.

The Acting Director of Environmental Services proceeded to outline the evacuation

procedures in the case of an emergency.

1. Apologies

It was agreed to accept an apology for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of
Councillor S Burns.

2. Declarations of Interest

The following Declaration of Interest was made:

e Alderman J Baird in respect of Item 3.1 — “Consultation on the Draft
Environmental Protection (Single-Use Vapes) Regulations (NI) 2024.
(Single-vape user)

3. Report by Acting Head of Service (Environmental Health, Risk &
Emergency Planning)

3.1 Department of Agriculture, Environment & Rural Affairs (DAERA)
Consultation on the Draft Environmental Protection (Single-Use Vapes)
Requlations (Northern Ireland) 2024

In addition to the narrative report, Members had been provided with the following:-

e Draft Environmental Protection (Single-Use Vapes) Regulations (NI) 2024;
e Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council’s draft response to the consultation.

It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Alderman O Gawith and
agreed to recommend that the Council’s response to the above consultation be
approved and be submitted to DAERA, it being noted that DAERA had been
requested to extend the closing date for the receipt of the Council’s response.

3.2 Department of Health
Consultation - New Public Health Bill
(Closing date: 14t October 2024)

This matter has been discussed by the Committee at its meeting held on the 4t
September 2024 and subsequently referred back by the Council at its meeting
held on the 24" September 2024.
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3.2 Department of Health
Consultation - New Public Health Bill
(Closing date: 14" October 2024) (Continued)

Several members voiced their concerns that the consultation would evoke varying
responses, amongst other things - being influenced by personal beliefs and
experiences of measures put in place during the Covid-19 pandemic.

It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor G Hynds and
agreed that the draft Council response be not progressed and that — instead -
political parties and/or individuals submit responses to the consultation by the
stipulated closing date of the 14" October 2024.

Report by Head of Service (Waste Management & Operational Services)

4.1 Department of Agriculture, Environment & Rural Affairs (DAERA)
Consultation — “Proposed New Code of Practice on Sampling and
Reporting at Materials Facilities”

(Closing date: 12" November 2024

A brief outline of the content and objectives of the above consultation had been
provided in the report, with full details being available at https://www.daera-
ni.gov.uk/consultations/consultation-proposed-new-code-practice-sampling-and-
reporting-materials-facilities.

Members had been invited to provide the Head of Service by close of business on
the 4™ October 2024 with any comments they might wish to have included in the
draft response to be prepared on behalf of the Council. The draft response would
be presented to the November 2024 meeting of Committee.

It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Alderman J Baird and
agreed to recommend that:-

e any comments that Members might wish to make on the consultation be
provided to the Head of Waste Management & Operational Services by
close of business on the 4t October 2024;

e atits meeting to be held on the 22" October 2024, the Council delegate
authority to the Environment & Sustainability Committee to agree the draft
response to the consultation at its November 2024 meeting so that the
response might be submitted to DAERA by the stipulated closing date of
the 12" November 2024.

4.2 Drinking Water Refill Stations at Council Facilities

The Head of Service reminded Members that a drinking water refill station had
been operational at the Civic headquarters at Lagan Valley Island since June
2021. Since that date, a further nine locations had been added and these were
listed in the report. A further two sites are under consideration. Staff members at
each of the facilities are responsible for ensuring the maintenance and
functionality of the taps.
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4.2  Drinking Water Refill Stations at Council Facilities (Continued)

Details of the initiative can be found at
https://www.lisburncastlereagh.gov.uk/w/water-refill-stations

The provision of the taps and the associated promotion of the provision helps
deliver an action in the Council’s draft Climate Action Plan to “continue to promote
reuse and refill initiatives in order to mitigate against further climate impacts from
disposable water bottles.”

It was proposed by Councillor M McKeever, seconded by Councillor N Parker and
agreed to recommend that:-

e the report on this matter be noted;
e any suggestions on further proposed locations for drinking water refill
stations be provided to the Head of Waste Management & Operations.

In this regard, Councillor N Parker reiterated her comments made at the
previous meeting that there should be such provision at all Council facilities.
In addition, there was a call for the provision of drinking water refill stations
to be more widespread, including that within the shopping areas of the
Council’s area.

Any Other Business
(Agenda Item 6.0 refers)

No items of a non-confidential nature were raised.

Confidential Report by the Acting Director of Environmental Services
(Agenda Item 5.0 refers)

The Chair, Councillor P Catney, advised that the confidential report item would be
dealt with “in Committee” due to containing information relating to the financial or
business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that
information).

“In Committee”

It was proposed by Alderman J Baird, seconded by Councillor C McCready and
agreed that the following matter be considered “in Committee”, in the absence of
members of the press and public being present.

The persons seated in the Public Gallery and in the Press area left the Council
Chamber. (6.15 pm).
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6.1 Free Car Parking — Update & Strategy
(Redacted report and redacted appendices following Council ratification)

Presented by the Acting Head of Service (Environmental Health, Risk &
Emergency Planning).

In addition to the narrative report which reported extensively on free car parking on
Saturdays during the Christmas/New Year period of December 2024 followed by
January 2025, the following documents were provided:-

e a statement of feedback by Economic Development on the free
December/January car parking of 2022/2023 and the proposal for same in
2023/2024 (Saturdays only). The statement had been based on two
surveys — one in regard to business owners and the other in regard to on-
street pedestrians.

e “Lisburn and Castlereagh City Parking Strategy: Stage 4 — Parking
Strategy & Action Plan” dated May 2019.

Based on the outcome of the surveys and the Economic Development statement,
a recommendation as to car parking on Saturdays in December 2024/January
2025 was set out in the report.

It was proposed by Councillor C McCready, seconded by Councillor G Hynds and
agreed to recommend that:-

o free-of-charge car parking that is due to take place on Saturdays in
December 2024 be extended to the Saturdays of January 2025, and that
this be widely publicised, and that sufficient data gathering of the impact of
free car parking is undertaken;

e the situation be reviewed for the 2025/2026 Christmas/New Year period by

which time the Car Parking Strategy may have been reviewed and which
might address seasonal usage, new technology and pricing solutions.

During discussion, and before any decisions:-

e The Right Worshipful The Mayor, Councillor K Dickson, joined the meeting
on a remote basis at 6.15 pm and left it at 6.20 pm.

e Councillor A Givan left the meeting on a remote basis at 6.20 pm.

e Alderman M Gregg left the meeting on a remote basis at 6.20 pm and
returned to it at 6.23 pm.

e Councillor A Gowan left the meeting on a remote basis at 6.27 pm.

e Councillor R McLernon entered the Council Chamber at 6.34 pm.
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7. Any Other Business (Confidential)

71 Refuse Collection Vehicles
Alderman J Baird

Alderman J Baird referred to the decision of the previous meeting that a possible
increase to the capital budget be investigated as soon as possible so as to support
and progress further purchases of new fleet, thereby ensuring the continued
provision of services that the Council are legally obliged to deliver.

The Acting Director of Environmental Services advised that it was hoped that a
report on this matter - to include a future strategy on Refuse Collection Vehicle
(RCV) provision and the “health” of the current fleet - could be presented to the
Committee by its January 2025 meeting.

Alderman A Grehan left the Council Chamber during discussion of this item.
(6.50 pm)

7.2 Roll-Out of Kerbside Model for Refuse Collection
Councillor M McKeever

In response to comments made by Councillor M McKeever, the Acting Director of
Environmental Services provided an update on the roll-out of the Kerbside Model
for Refuse Collection.

Resumption of Normal Business

It was proposed by Councillor C McCready, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley and
agreed to come “out of Committee” and normal business was resumed.

The Chair expressed his thanks to Members for their constructive input to the
proceedings and - there being no further business, the meeting concluded at 7.10 pm.

Chairperson
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