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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the proceedings of a Special Meeting of the Development Committee of 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council held in the Island Civic Centre, Lisburn, BT27 4RL 
on Monday 25 September 2017 at 5.36 pm 
 
 
PRESENT:   Alderman A Ewart MBE (Chairman) 
 
    The Right Worshipful The Mayor 
    Councillor T Morrow 
 
    Aldermen D Drysdale, W A Leathem and S Martin 
 

Councillors J Baird, S Carson, A Ewing, A Givan, A Grehan,  
U Mackin and T Mitchell  
 
 

OTHER MEMBERS: Alderman J Tinsley, Councillors N Anderson, B Bloomfield MBE,  
                                           J Gray MBE and C Quinn 
                                             
 
 IN ATTENDANCE:  Director of Service Transformation 

 Principal Planning Officer (Lois Jackson) 
 Planning Officer (Joanne Doran) 
 Planning Officer (Stephen Kennedy) 
 Planning Officer (Michael McGrath) 
 Planning Officer (Grace Campbell) 
 Member Services Officer 
 
 

      
Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart MBE, welcomed everyone to the Special Meeting of 
the Development Committee to which all Members of Council had been invited to attend. 
 
The purpose of the Special Meeting was to consider the outcome of the Public Consultation 
Report on the Local Development Plan Preferred Options Paper and to seek Committee 
approval to the publication of the Consultation Report on the Council’s website. 
 
At the outset the Chairman proceeded to outline the evacuation procedures in the case of 
an emergency. 
 
The Chairman asked that any Member entering or leaving the Meeting alert him accordingly 
so that the Member Services Officer might accurately reflect arrival and departure times in 
the minutes. 
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1. Apologies 

 
Apologies for non-attendance were accepted and recorded on behalf of the Deputy 
Mayor, Councillor H Legge, and Councillor J Gallen.  

  
 Apologies for non-attendance from Members not on the Development Committee were 

received from Councillors A Girvin and M H Tolerton. 
 
 
2.  Declarations of Interest 
 
 The Chairman invited Members to declare any Conflicts of Interest they might 
 have in relation to the business of the Meeting and reminded them of the requirement 
 that they complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, which had been 
 provided at the Meeting.   
 
 A completed Declaration of Interest form was completed by Alderman D Drysdale in 
 regard to Key Issue 5 of the Public Consultation Response on the Preferred Options 
 Paper, namely; Land Zoned for Employment, in view of: 
 

- his Chairmanship of Inspire Business Park (being a light engineering site set up for 
employment), and 
 

- his membership of the Council’s Planning Committee 
 
 
3. Report of Director of Service Transformation 

 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Director of Service 
Transformation be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below and other items 
noted:- 
 
3.1 Preferred Options Paper: Public Consultation Report, September 2017 
 
Members had been provided with a copy of the Council’s Public Consultation Report 
on the Preferred Options Paper which had been consulted on over an 8 week period 
from 30 March 2017 to 25 May 2017, it being noted that the Consultation Report had 
been prepared in accordance with Regulation 11(4) of the Planning (Local 
Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015. 
 
The Principal Planning Officer commenced the presentation with an overview of the 
processes involved in consulting on the Preferred Options Paper and with the aid of 
PowerPoint the Principal Planning Officer discussed the outcome of the Public 
Consultation Responses for each key issue under agreed themes (Sections A-F). 
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 3.1 Preferred Options Paper: Public Consultation Report, September 2017  
      (Cont’d) 
  
 A number of Members paid tribute to the Principal Planning Officer and her team for 
 their efforts in producing a comprehensive Public Consultation Report. 
  
 At the conclusion of the presentation the Director of Service Transformation and the 
 Principal Planning Officer responded to a number of comments and questions from 
 Members in connection with the Preferred Options Paper Public Consultation Report.  
 It was emphasised that this was a rigorous process and that evidence-based 
 decision making was necessary in demonstrating the soundness of the proposals. The 
 Director emphasised that the Area Plan was a unique opportunity and the Members 
 should own the spatial plan for their Council area. 
 

a) Alderman J Tinsley   Objections to key issues in relation to Sprucefield and the 
rural countryside - Alderman Tinsley enquired about the source of the 
submissions. The Principal Planning Officer stated that individual names were 
not released and agreed to provide further clarity on the issue of communities 
and/or individual objectors who could not be named. 

 
b) Councillor U Mackin welcomed the level of support in general for the overall 

scheme and supported in particular key issue 9 - Facilitating Rural Economic 
Development in the Countryside.  Councillor Mackin emphasised the 
importance of access to employment within a fairly short distance to where 
people live within the rural communities and also the importance of adequate 
road infrastructure. Councillor Mackin stated that there would be road network 
issues arising from the Sprucefield and Blaris areas. 

 
 Alderman J Tinsley left the meeting at this juncture. 
 

c) Councillor J Baird referred to major work plans for Transport NI which would put 
the Council’s projects further down the priority list.  Councillor Baird emphasised 
the importance of Government Departments being made aware of the Council’s 
planned strategies in terms of local infrastructure over the next 10-15 years and 
beyond. 

 
d) The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor T Morrow, referred to the key issue 

concerning renewable energy and the negative responses received around the 
issue of wind turbines  The Right Worshipful the Mayor stated that the Preferred 
Options Report should address other forms of renewable energy, for example 
the River Lagan.  The Council should be investing to save in the long term, 
particularly within the Council’s Civic Centre and Lagan Valley LeisurePlex 
facility. 

 
e) Alderman D Drysdale welcomed the general support around the key issue 5 

Employment Land, in particular around the issue of lands zoned for 
employment, and sought clarification in relation to the position of the Council’s 
Planning Committee when making decisions around such issues. 



  (S) DC  25.09.2017 

817 
 

f) Councillor A P Ewing referred to the need to focus on the provision of facilities 
to keep cyclists safer and to support sustainable transport mediums. 

 
g) Councillor N Anderson enquired about the next steps in relation to the 

Consultation Report on the Preferred Options Paper, in particular how all the 
responses in the Consultation Report would be integrated and also how this 
Council would integrate its responses with other Councils’ responses.  
Councillor Anderson also enquired about ‘lifetime’ and sustainable housing 
provision. 

 
h) Councillor S Carson referred to key issue 2 Facilitating Future Housing Growth 

(Settlements) and the degree of non-support from some consultees.  Councillor 
Carson stated that the issue of housing growth links with educational and 
community facilities and enquired about the role of the consultant in identifying 
lands for housing growth across the City area. 

 
Councillor B Bloomfield left the meeting at 6.51 pm. 
 

i) Councillor A Givan expressed concern in relation to the number of unsightly 
derelict sites across Lisburn City Centre and stated that such sites could be 
developed into appartments within walking distance to train or bus stations. 

 
j) Councillor J Baird requested further information in relation to specific 

engagement with the five neighbouring councils, as they progressed their 
Preferred Options Paper.   

 
It was proposed by proposed by Councillor S Carson, seconded by Councillor U Mackin, 
and agreed to recommend that  
 

- the content of the Council’s Public Consultation Report on the Preferred Options 
Paper be noted and taken account of when balancing all the factors which would 
determine the Council’s Plan Strategy and planning policy contained within it, 
 

- any additional comments from Members on the Public Consultation Response to 
the Preferred Options Paper be submitted to the Principal Planning Officer by close 
of business on Friday, 29 September, 2017 and  
 

- the Consultation Report on the Preferred Options Paper be published on the 
Council’s website. 

 
The Chairman thanked Members for their contribution at the Special Meeting and 
encouraged as many Members as possible to attend the Planning Policy Review 
Workshops in the coming months.  
 
There being no further business, the Special Meeting concluded at 6.57 pm. 
 

_______________________   
      Mayor/Chairman 


