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LISBURN CITY & CASTLEREAGH DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Shadow Planning Committee held in the Island 
Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn on Monday 9 February 2015 at 5.00 pm 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor D Drysdale, Chairman 
 
Presiding Member, Councillor J Tinsley 
 
Councillors N Anderson, R T Beckett, R Butler, P Catney, 
W J Dillon, A P Ewing, A Girvin, A Grehan, M Henderson, 
T Jeffers, A McIntyre, U Mackin, B Mallon, T Mitchell,  
John Palmer, L Poots, G Rice and M Tolerton  
 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

 
Lisburn City and Castlereagh District Council 
Chief Executive   
Director of Development and Planning  
Community Planning Manager  
 
Lisburn City Council 
Assistant Director of Environmental Services (Economic 
Development) 
Transition Manager  
Committee Secretary  
 

     Planning Service NI 
     Principal Planning Officer, Ms Lois Jackson 
     Principal Planning Officer, Ms Rosaleen Heaney  
     
 
The Chairman, Councillor D Drysdale, welcomed everyone to the February Meeting of 
the Shadow Planning Committee. 
 
Bereavement  
 
Prior to consideration of the business on the agenda the Chairman informed the 
Committee of the recent passing of the father of Ms Barbara Elliott, Head of Planning, 
and on behalf of the Committee extended sincere sympathy to Ms Elliott and her family. 
 
The Chief Executive undertook to send a letter of sympathy from the Committee to Ms 
Elliott, to be signed by the Chairman, Councillor D Drysdale. 
 
Appointment of Director of Development and Planning 
 
The Chairman extended a welcome to Mr Colin McClintock who was in attendance at his 
first Meeting of the Shadow Planning Committee since his appointment to Director of 
Development and Planning of the new Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council.  The 
Chairman, on behalf of the Committee, conveyed congratulations to Mr McClintock on his 
appointment and extended best wishes to him in his new role. 
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Appointment of Director of Development and Planning (Cont’d) 
 
The Director of Development and Planning, having thanked the Chairman and the 
Committee for their sentiments of congratulations and best wishes, provided the 
Committee with an overview of the Council’s role from 1 April 2015 in regard to Planning 
and Development, in particular the requirement of the new Council to determine planning 
applications. 
 
The Director welcomed the smooth transition of Planning Service staff to Lagan Valley 
Island since 19 January 2015. 
 
The Director referred to the Planning Performance Management Framework for councils 
which would be in place from April 2015, and referred also to the various training 
initiatives that were being rolled out to Elected Members and Officers which would assist 
in the Council taking on its new responsibilities.   
 
Councillors P Catney and A McIntyre entered the Meeting at 5.05 pm and 5.06 pm, 
respectively. 
 
 
1. Apologies 
 

Apologies for non-attendance at the Meeting were accepted and recorded on behalf 
of the Deputy Presiding Councillor, Councillor S Martin, and the Area Planning 
Manager. 
 
 

2. Declarations of Conflict of Interest  
 

The Chairman, Councillor D Drysdale, sought Declarations of Interest from 
Members and reminded them to complete the supporting form which had been left 
at each desk. 
 
 

3. Meeting of Shadow Committee held on 12 January 2015 
 

It was proposed by Councillor A P Ewing, seconded by Councillor M Henderson, 
and agreed that the Minutes of the Meeting of the Shadow Planning Committee 
held on 12 January 2015, as adopted at the Meeting of the Shadow Council on 28 
January 2015, be confirmed and signed. 

 
Matters Arising 

 
There were no matters arising. 

 
 Councillor L C Poots entered the Meeting at 5.07 pm. 
 
 
4. Report of Chief Executive 
 
 It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Chief Executive be 

adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below:    
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 4.1 Northern Ireland Housing Conference, “The Future Shape of Housing’  17       

                      February 2015, Crumlin Road Gaol, Belfast 
 
The Transition Manager, Lisburn City Council, presented the above item. 
 
Details of the above half-day Housing Conference had been circulated to the 
Committee. 
 
It was agreed that any Member interested in attending this event advise Member 
Services. 
 
At this point in the Meeting the Chairman, Councillor D Drysdale, extended a 
welcome to Ms Lois Jackson and Ms Rosaleen Heaney, Principle Planning 
Officers, who were in attendance at the Meeting in the absence of the Area 
Planning Manager. 
 
4.2 Training Seminar for Agents  
 
Ms Rosaleen Heaney, Principal Planning Officer, presented this item. 
 

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of two reports prepared by the Area 
Planning Manager, one in connection with proposed arrangements for an Agent 
Event during the week commencing 9 March 2015 and the other in relation to ‘pre-
application discussions.’  

 
A select list of the top 50 agents to be invited to the Agent Event, ranked in 
accordance with the number of applications submitted, had been included in the 
above-mentioned report. 
 
Comments were noted from Councillor J Dillon in regard to as many agents as 
possible being made aware of the transfer of Planning functions and the new role of 
the Council from 1 April 2015. 
 
Councillor U Mackin welcomed the proposed training event for agents and 
expressed appreciation to the Officers concerned for their efforts to date.  Councillor 
Mackin emphasised the need to clarify the role of the agent in terms of the 
consultation process, particularly in regard to housing development in rural areas, 
which would ensure that the correct procedures were in place at the outset. 
 
Councillor R Butler thanked the Officers for their efforts in regard to the Agent Event 
and sought clarification in regard to the top 50 agents that had been identified in the 
report. 
 
Councillor G Rice concurred with Councillor U Mackin’s comments and expressed 
the view that Members of the Committee would benefit from attending the Agents 
Event. 
 
The Principal Planning Officer responded to questions from Councillor J Tinsley and 
Councillor G Rice in regard to the proposals in the ‘Pre-Applications Discussion’ 
paper.  
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4.2 Training Seminar for Agents (Cont’d)  
 
Councillor John Palmer commended the Officers for their efforts to date in 
progressing this matter. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that:- 
 
a) the select list of the top 50 agents be agreed as those agents to be invited to the 

Agent Event, with the names of any other relevant agent to be advised to the 
Area Planning Manager, for inclusion in this list 

b) the date, timings and event structure for the Agent Event be approved 
c) the Committee to consider whether a pre-event for Members was necessary, 

and  
d) the Committee notes the proposals relating to the pre-application process. 

 
4.3 Planning Advertisements – Potential Collaborative Opportunities 
 
Presented by Ms Lois Jackson, Principal Planning Officer. 
 
Further to an initial report on the above subject which had been considered by the 
Committee at its Meeting in January 2015, a supplementary report on this matter 
had been circulated to the Committee which took account of questions raised 
previously by the Committee. 
 
The Principal Planning Officer reported to the Committee that Article 8 of the new 
Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 2015 from 1 April 2015 would 
“require the Council to publish notice of an application in at least one newspaper 
circulating in the locality in which the land to which the application relates is 
situated, and will also require Councils to publish notices on its website.” 

 
The Committee noted information, including average monthly cost, in relation to the 
newspapers used currently by DOE Planning Service for advertising Lisburn and 
Castlereagh applications.   
 
The following two options were detailed in the report, as circulated:- 
 
Option A:  Retain existing advertising arrangements which were over and above the 
statutory requirements) in addition to placing advertisements on the Council’s 
website. 
 
Option B: Reduce existing advertising arrangements (ie. Meet the minimum 
statutory requirements) in addition to placing advertisements on the Council’s 
website. 
 
A discussion ensued during which a number of Members indicated their support to 
Option B above. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor M Henderson, and 
agreed to recommend that ‘Option B’ be the preferred option, namely: ‘reduce 
existing advertising arrangements; ie. Meet the minimum statutory requirements 
utilising one newspaper, in addition to placing advertisements on the Council’s 
website.’ 
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4.3 Planning Advertisements – Potential Collaborative Opportunities (Cont’d) 
 
Councillor J Tinsley thanked the Principal Planning Officer for the supplementary 
report. 

 
4.4 The Draft Local Government (Performance Indicators & Standards) Order 

(Northern Ireland) 2015 – Consultation Paper 
(Closing Date  2 March 2015 

 
The Transition Manager presented this item. 

 
A copy of a draft response to the above consultation had been furnished to the 
Committee.  The three key areas that were commented on were: Economic 
Development, Waste Management and Planning. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor M Henderson, seconded by Councillor U Mackin, and 
agreed to recommend that the draft response to the above consultation be 
approved and furnished to the Department of the Environment by the stipulated 
closing date. 
 
Items for Noting 

  
4.5 Draft Statutory Guidance for the Operation of Community Planning – Local 

Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014  
Consultation Response  February 2015 
(Closing Date  9 March 2014)   

 
The Community Planning Manager presented this item. 
 

A copy of a draft response to the above consultation, prepared by the Community 
Planning Manager, had been furnished to the Committee. 

 
It was noted that the above response was on the agenda for consideration at the 
Governance and Audit Committee Meeting to be held on Tuesday 10 February 
2015. 
 
Comments were noted from Councillor G Rice in regard to the lack of clarity around 
statutory agents for Community Planning.   
 
Councillor T Mitchell left the Meeting (5.35 pm) 
 
Councillor Rice also informed the Committee that she had requested a report on 
the above consultation from the Minister for Finance and Personnel, Simon 
Hamilton, MLA, and undertook to pass this information to the Community Planning 
Manager in due course. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor D Drysdale, asked Members to forward any comments 
on the attached draft response to the Community Planning Manager. 
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4.5 Draft Statutory Guidance for the Operation of Community Planning – Local 
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014  
Consultation Response  February 2015 
(Closing Date  9 March 2014) (Cont’d) 

 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor P Catney, and 
agreed that the draft response to the above consultation be noted, subject to any 
further comments from the Governance ad Audit Committee at its Meeting to be 
held on 10 February 2015. 
 
4.6 Protocol for the Operation of Planning Committees 

 
Presented by Ms Lois Jackson, Principal Planning Officer. 
 
The Committee had been furnished with, and noted the content of, a copy of a 
document entitled ‘Protocol for the Operation of Planning Committees’ which had 
been prepared by the Department of the Environment to assist the 11 new councils 
in setting up and running planning committees in terms of best practice.   
 
Councillor T Mitchell returned to the Meeting (5.40 pm) 

 
The Director responded to a question from Councillor N Anderson in regard to 
Development Plans for the new Council and any conflict or difference of opinion 
with the extant Council’s Development Plan.  

 
Councillor U Mackin put on record that further clarity was required around the issue 
of a Member of the Planning Committee leaving the meeting due to a ‘conflict of 
interest.’   
 
The Director also responded to questions from Councillor R T Beckett and 
Councillor G Rice in relation to the Council’s requirement to hold ‘Pre-Determination 
Hearings.’ 

 
It was agreed that the report from the Department of the Environment entitled  
‘Protocol for the Operation of Planning Committees’ be noted. 

 
 
5.       Confidential Business 

 
 There was no Confidential Business for consideration. 
  

 
6.   Any Other Business  

  
 There being no further business, the Meeting was terminated at 5.48 pm 
 
 
      _____________________________________ 
       Presiding Member/Chairman 
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