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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of Meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Council 
Chamber, Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council Offices, Island Civic Centre, 
The Island, Lisburn on Monday 2 July 2018 at 12.30 pm 

 

 

PRESENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alderman D Drysdale (Chairman) 
 
Councillor O Gawith (Vice-Chairman) 
 
Aldermen  J Dillon MBE JP, and T Jeffers 
Councillors  N Anderson, J Craig,  
B Hanvey, L Poots and N Trimble  

 
OTHER  
MEMBERS: 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

 
 
Councillor A Redpath 
 
 
Planning Manager 
Principal Planning Officer (RH) 
Senior Planning Officers (AS and MB) 
Member Services Officer  
Attendance Clerk 

 
Legal Advisor: 
Cleaver Fulton & Rankin - Brendan Martyn  
  

 
Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Alderman D Drysdale, welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
Introductions were made by the Chairman and some housekeeping and evacuation 
announcements were made by the Planning Manager. 
 
1.     Apologies 

 
It was agreed that apologies from Councillor A Givan and Councillor A Girvin be 
recorded. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest  
 

The Chairman sought Declarations of Interest from Members and reminded them 
to complete the supporting forms which had been left at each desk. 
 
There were no declarations made. 
 
 
 
 



  PC   02 07 2018 

702 
 

3. Minutes 
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Committee held on Monday 4 June 2018. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Craig seconded by Alderman T Jeffers and 
agreed that the above Minutes as circulated be confirmed and signed. 

 
  
4.   Confidential Report from the Director of Service Transformation 

 
 It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Confidential Report of 
the Director of Service Transformation be adopted, subject to any decisions 
recorded below. 

 
The Chairman advised that the following items would be discussed ‘in 
Committee’ for the reasons indicated on the meeting Agenda. 

 
‘In Committee’ 

 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor N Trimble 
and agreed that the items in the Confidential Report of the Director of Service 
Transformation be considered ‘In Committee’, in the absence of press and public 
being present. 
 

4.1.1 Enforcement Cases with Court Proceedings in July 2018 
 

Having been provided with information on Enforcement Cases with Court 
Proceedings in July 2018 it was proposed by Councillor J Craig, seconded by 
Councillor N Trimble and agreed that the information provided within the Report 
should be noted. 
 
 Resumption of Normal Business 

 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor N Trimble 
and agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed.  
 

5.  Report of the Director of Service Transformation 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Director of Service 
Transformation be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below:- 

 
 Items for Decision 
 
 5.1 Report of the Planning Manager 
 

  5.1.1 Schedule of Applications: 
    

 The Chairman reminded Members that they needed to be present for the entire 
 determination of an application.  If absent for any part of the discussion they 
would render themselves unable to vote on the application. 
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The Legal Adviser highlighted paragraphs 43 - 46 of the Protocol for the 
Operation of the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council Planning Committee which, 
she advised, needed to be borne in mind when determinations were being made. 
 

 The Chairman advised that there were a number of speakers in attendance 
 making representation on some of the applications and therefore the Schedule of 
 Applications would be taken out of order to enable these applications to be taken 
 first. 

 
(1) LA05/2017/0311/F – Major Application – Proposed cemetery to provide 3057 

burial plots – proposal is an extension to a consented cemetery as approved 
under planning application ref S/2010/1021/O and S/2013/0093/RM 
(additional information received) on lands immediately west of the junction of 
the Lisnabilla Road and the A3 Lisburn Road, Moira. 

The Principal Planning Officer (RH) presented this application as outlined    
within the circulated report. 

 
      The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report  
      of the Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 8:0 with 0 abstentions   
      to approve the application as outlined in the Officer’s report and subject to the 
      conditions stated therein. 

  
 
(2) LA05/2017/1306/F – Major Application – Retrospective planning application 

for alterations to car showroom and service centre approved previously 
under S/2012/0487/F at 58 Saintfield Road, Lisburn. 

The Senior Planning Officer (AS) presented this application as outlined within 
the circulated report. 

 
       The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report  
      of the Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 8:0 with 0 abstentions  
      to approve the application as outlined in the Officer’s report and subject to the 
      conditions stated therein. 

 

(3) LA05/2017/0791/O – Local Application (Called in) – Proposed single storey 
(6.5m ridge) infill dwelling and garage on lands between 2b & 4 Old Road, 
Upper Ballinderry, Lisburn. 

       The Senior Planning Officer (MB) presented this application as outlined 
      within the circulated report. 
 
      The Committee received Mr Martin Johnson who wished to speak in  
      support of the application highlighting the following: 
 

• There was clearly a continuous built up frontage 
• The number of buildings in situ does comply  
• The development will be in keeping with the area 

 



  PC   02 07 2018 

704 
 

• The gap is clearly viewed from the road 
• The proposal will integrate 
• Substantial landscaping is already in existence and the entrance is 

already in place 
• An amended P1 form could have addressed ridge height and amended 

it if necessary 
• The application does meet the requirements of CTY1 
• The application would not create or add to ribbon development and 

there was a clear gap 
• The design could have ensured that the development was rural in 

character 
• The application should be improved 

 
         This was followed by a question and answer session on the above. 
 
         (Councillor L Poots entered the meeting at 1.15 pm and highlighted  
                  that not all of those present in the public gallery had signed into the  
                  meeting). 
 
         The Committee received Councillor A Redpath who wished to speak in  

       support of the application highlighting the following: 
 

• The main objection to the application is the issue of ribbon 
development 

• He emphasised that this proposal did not sit in the front garden of an 
existing property, it sits outside the curtilage of the existing house.  He 
highlighted supporting photographs which the Chairman had allowed to 
be circulated in advance of the meeting due to internet issues 
experienced in the Council Chamber 

• The existing site was on a very large plot and this site sits to the left of 
this 

• Commercial and non-commercial buildings can be included 
• This is a substantially built up stretch of road and this will not 

substantially add to it 
• Regarding the septic tank issues raised by an objector, officers are 

now content with this 
• Regarding prominence, this is something which could be dealt with 

under Reserved Matters 
• Regarding access – it is safe and it is existing 
• The family have lived there for generations the their daughter wishes to 

continue this 
• The application satisfies the definition of an infill site. 

 
        This was followed by a question and answer session on the above. 
 

      The Committee received Mr Pat Catney MLA who wished to speak in  
       support of the application highlighting the following: 
 

•  He has known the family for many years 
• There is a definite gap between a domestic and a commercial building 

and the house is set back far from the road 
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• The daughter of the family is keen to reside there 
• There is a substantial build up along that stretch of road 
• Reserved Matters could deal with any of the other issues raised 
• He concurred with the comments of the previous speakers and urged 

the Committee to approve. 
 
        This was followed by a question and answer session on the above. 
 

      The Committee, having considered the information provided within the  
      Report of the Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 6:2 with 0 
      abstentions to refuse the application as outlined in the Officer’s report. 
 
      (Councillor L Poots was unable to vote as he was not present for the entire 
      discussion). 
 

 
(4) LA05/2017/1018/F – Local Application (Exceptions apply) – Relocation of 

proposed farm dwelling at lands east of 54 Bailliesmills Road to supercede 
the approval S/2014/0440/F at approximately 33m north of 5 Drennan Road, 
Lisburn, BT27 6UT (amended and additional plans) on lands east of 54 
Bailliesmills Road, Lisburn. 

       The Senior Planning Officer (MB) presented this application as outlined  
       within the circulated report. 
 
       The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report  
      of the Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 9:0 with 0 abstentions 
      to approve the application as outlined in the Officer’s report. 
 
 

 (5)   LA05/2018/0153/F – Local Application (Called in) – Proposed infill 
 dwelling on lands adjacent to 131 Hillsborough Road, Dromore. 
 
The Principal Planning Officer (RH) presented this application as outlined 
within the circulated report. 

          
      The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report 
      of the Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 9:0 with 0 abstentions 
      to refuse the application as outlined in the Officer’s report. 

 
      Items for Noting 

 
 5.1.2 Planning Appeal Decisions as at 20 June 2018 
 

Members noted the information provided within the Report in respect of the 
following appeal decisions: 

 
5.1.2.1 LA05/2015/0588/0 – 30m North East of 67 Beanstown Road, 

Lisburn.  It was noted that this appeal had been allowed. 
 



  PC   02 07 2018 

706 
 

5.1.2.2 LA05/2017/0200/F – 30 Knockbracken Drive, Knockbracken, 
Lisburn.  It was noted that this appeal had been dismissed 
and also that the address should be Knockbracken, 
Carryduff (rather than Lisburn). 

 
 

 5.1.3   Pre Application Notices 
 
   Members noted information contained within the following Pre-Application    
   Notices: 
 
             5.1.3.1 Potential major application at Aughrim Quarry Landfill, 

Flowbog Road, Lisburn. 
 
             5.1.3.2 Potential major application at New Lisburn Southern Relief 

Road encompassing a bypass road from Ballynahinch Road 
to Plantation Road with 10 metre buffer to housing, cycle 
paths, footway etc, new roundabout on Ballynahinch Road, 
new roundabout on Saintfield Road and new junction layout 
with Plantation Road. 

 
              5.1.3.3 Potential major application at land bounded to the north by 

existing developments : Berkley Hall (to the east of the 
Saintfield Road); Holburn Hall (to the south of Plantation 
Road); and the new car sales showroom (to the west of the 
Saintfield Road) and bounded to the south by well-defined 
mature vegetation. 

 
     5.1.4 Information in relation to National Television 700MHz Spectrum 

Clearance Project. 
 
Members noted information provided in respect of National Television 700MHz  
Spectrum clearance project. 
 
      5.1.5  Information in relation to Telefonica’s proposed upgrades 
 
Members noted information provided in respect of Telefonica’s proposed upgrades 
of equipment at the following locations: 
 
   5.1.5.1 Southwest of 164 Belsize Road, Lisburn 
   5.1.5.2 Newtownbreda Reservoir 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Craig, seconded by Councillor N Anderson and 
agreed that the above items 5.1.2 to 5.1.5 be noted. 
 

5.2 NI Planning Statistics 
 

It was proposed by Councillor B Hanvey, seconded by Alderman J Dillon and 
agreed that members note information in respect of the Department for 
Infrastructure NI Planning Statistics 2017/18 which, they had been advised, could 
be accessed using the link provided in the report. 
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Some specific statistics were highlighted by the Planning Manager and members 
were advised that a report would be presented to the August meeting of the 
Committee. 
 
 

7. Any Other Business 
 
Councillor N Anderson 
BMAP / Commissioner for Standards 
 
(i)  Councillor N Anderson sought guidance in respect of recent court decisions 
and how these had viewed the status of BMAP. 
 
(ii)  Councillor N Anderson sought an update in respect of the Commissioner for 
Standards meeting with Members of the Committee to address the concerns they 
had raised through the Chief Executive. 
 
The Planning Manager advised that the status of BMAP needed to be viewed very 
much on a case by cases basis and that specific advice would be provided in 
cases when BMAP impacts. 
 
The Legal Advisor provided a legal update and concurred with the response of the 
Planning Manager after which he and the Planning Manager outlined how this 
would be carried forward into the Local Development Plan and the Community 
Plan. 
 
In response to Councillor N Anderson’s second question the Planning Manager 
responded by advising that an update report on this matter would be presented to 
the Committee in August. 
 
Councillor N Trimble 
Site Meetings 
 
Councillor N Trimble said that he had found the recent site meetings 
arrangements frustrating and suggested that more advanced notice be provided in 
future and that it might be best not to have so many site meetings at one time. 
 
There was some further discussion during which the Planning Manager outlined 
the reasons why a number of site meetings had accumulated.  During the 
discussion it was agreed that the following comments be taken on board 
 

• Potential dates for meetings could be arranged at the Committee Meeting 

• Consideration be given to the use of the Council people carrier 

• Site meetings should only be held if deemed absolutely necessary 

The Chairman, Alderman D Drysdale paid tribute to the Committee and to  
Planning Staff for getting the Committee to the stage it was currently at and 
stated that all comments would be taken on board in respect of site meetings  
going forward. 
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‘In Committee’ 
 

It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor J Craig and 
agreed that the meeting go ‘In Committee’, to receive Legal Advice in the 
absence of press and public being present. 
 
In advance of this, Councillor L Poots drew attention to a security issue. 
  
The Planning Manager then proceeded to update members of the Committee on 
recent correspondence received.  An update from a legal point of view was 
provided by the Legal Advisor the content of which was noted by Members. 
  
Councillor L Poots then requested that he considered it necessary to raise an 
issue which would require investigation. 
 
After further discussion it was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by 
Councillor L Poots and agreed by a majority of 9:0 that a meeting take place, to 
be attended by the Chief Executive, the Director of Service Transformation, the 
Planning Manager, the Legal Advisor and members to discuss the issue raised by 
Councillor L Poots in an effort to agree the optimum way to proceed. 
 
It was further agreed that the Director of Service Transformation’s office contact 
members as soon as possible to ascertain their availability so that this meeting 
can take place as soon as possible. 

 
 Resumption of Normal Business 

 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor N Trimble 
and agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed.  
 
Councillor J Craig 
Personal Protective Clothing (PPE) 
 
Councillor J Craig suggested that members be provided with PPE for site 
meetings.  The Planning Manager advised that Members Services currently held 
a stock of PPE for such purposes which included high visibility bibs and hard  
hats which were brought and distributed at site meetings as deemed necessary. 
He undertook to seek advice from the Council’s Health and Safety Unit and  
provide an update at the next Committee Meeting. 
 

  
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 3.05 pm. 
 
 

       ____________________________________    
      CHAIRMAN / MAYOR    


