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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Policing and Community Safety Partnership 
(Policing Committee) held via Zoom on Tuesday 17 August 2021, at 5.30pm 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

 
Councillor N Anderson 
Councillor A Ewing 
Councillor A Gowan 
Councillor H Legge 
Councillor J McCarthy 
Councillor A McIntyre 
Councillor S Skillen 
Mr J Bentley 
Ms G Conroy 
Mrs Y Craig 
Mr G Doran 
Ms A Landa 
Mrs P Leeson 
Mr D McBurney 
Ms A Twomey (Vice-Chairperson) (In the Chair) 
Ms P Yellamaty 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acting PCSP Manager 
PCSP Officer (JB) 
PCSP Officer (SA) 
Member Services Officer (BF) 
 
PSNI 
Superintendent J Mullan, Police Service of Northern Ireland 
Chief Inspector J Wilson, Police Service of Northern Ireland 
 

The Vice-Chairperson, Ms A Twomey, welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
1. Apologies 
 

It was agreed that apologies be recorded on behalf of the Chairperson, Councillor 
M Guy, Councillor R Carlin and Councillor R McLernon. 

 
3. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 
 

No declarations of interest were reported.  
 
3. PSNI 3 Monthly Monitoring Report  
 
Superintendent J Mullan thanked the Partnership for the opportunity to present the 
report for the period 1 April to 30 June 2021. She reported that the overall summer 
period had been positive as the PSNI had worked effectively with its various partners 
and agencies.  In addition, she referred Members to some recent adverse publicity 
which related to a former officer within the District and assured the Partnership that 
such inappropriate behaviour would not be tolerated within the organisation.     
 



  PCSP (Policing Committee) 17.08.2021  

55 
 

 
 
The Superintendent then proceeded to outline the salient points in relation to the Local 
Policing Plan’s outcomes and indicators: 
 
Outcome 1. We Have a Safe Community  
 
There had been a 7.3% increase in the total number of burglaries when compared to 
the same period in 2020, the majority of which had been at residential properties. When 
compared to the year prior to the pandemic (2019), the figure was 55% lower.  
 
The Repeat Offenders Unit had, in conjunction with a range of statutory bodies and 
agencies, managed 21 priority offenders, with each individual being reviewed and 
contacted on a regular basis. The Unit had conducted a number of proactive operations 
such as property searches to disrupt criminal activity and identify crimes. During the 
reporting period, the Unit had made 16 arrests, with 10 resulting in the suspect being 
charged. 
 
There had been 344 offences Domestic Abuse cases recorded, which represented an 
increase of ten when compared to the same period in 2020. A Women’s Aid support 
officer was based in Lisburn station and offered support and advice to the public and to 
front line officers investigating domestic abuse incidents.  All officers had been briefed 
on domestic abuse and an online course “Domestic Abuse – an effective response” had 
been launched to prepare officers for the new coercive control legislation.  
 
Regarding drug activity, there had been 38 property searches undertaken and 308 
person searches conducted. Several proactive patrols and intelligence-led searches 
had resulted in excess of £120,000 worth of cannabis being seized and had resulted in 
2 arrests.  
 
In respect of anti-social behaviour, it was reported that there had been a 20.9% 
reduction when compared to the same period in 2020. Police continued to work with 
CityWatch along with key partners in the city centre. Street Pastors continued to engage 
with young people in the Dundonald area and the ASB forum carried out work over the 
reporting period to address antisocial behaviour within local communities.  
 
It was reported that the Young Missing Person’s project continued to operate in 
conjunction with the Public Protection Unit. There had been a decrease in the number of 
referrals to the Youth Diversion Officer (YDO), with 91 instances recorded compared to 
113 during the first quarter of 2020. The total number of referrals – for both offences 
and non-offences – stood at 370, which was an increase of 10% on the previous year.  
 
Roadsafe continued to deliver dedicated operations through community engagement 
and visible checkpoints.  
 
It was reported that neighbourhood teams used Nextdoor as a means to engage with 
the community. In May, the PSNI had supported Deaf and Mental Health awareness 
weeks, the International Day against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia as well as 
World Day for Cultural Diversity.  
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Outcome 2. We Have Confidence in Policing 
 
The number of victims met within the 10 day target had increased to 95.1%, which 
compared favourably to the figure of 91% recorded during the same period in 2020. 
 
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, police surgeries had been paused. However 
neighbourhood officers responded to requests via social media and telephone and also 
engaged, when appropriate, on a face to face basis in accordance with government 
guidelines. 
 
Local teams continued to engage with minority communities and maintained contact on 
a regular basis. In April, police had promoted a survey by Resurgam with the aim of 
establishing the needs of the minority communities within the Lisburn area. 
 
Whilst there has been an increase in in total number of sectarian and homophobic 
offences recorded, several reports have a number of offences linked to them thus 
increasing the figures. There are currently no identifiable trends in the Lisburn and 
Castlereagh area in relation to repeat victims. 
 
Regarding Crime Prevention, over 50 referrals had been received by the Crime 
Prevention Officer during the reporting period. In addition, a scam awareness session 
was provided to Money Guiders NI who provide their service users with information on 
how to stay safe online. Zoom meetings continued with our community groups and 
NHW coordinators. 
 
Outcome 3. We Have Engaged and Supported Communities.  
 
It was reported that youth engagement activities in local schools had not been possible 
due to the Covid-19 restrictions. However, it was anticipated that these activities would 
re-commence as restrictions allowed. Other activities carried out included engagement 
sessions with older persons via the Age Friendly Alliance, together with outreach 
sessions with young persons in the Ballymacash, Hill Street and Graham Gardens 
areas.  
 
The report contained also an update on the work of the Police Hub and information on 
the work carried out in conjunction with the Paramilitary Crime Task Force, which 
sought to tackle all forms of criminality linked to paramilitaries. An increase in police 
patrols with a focus on engagement had complemented ongoing projects in the 
Ballybeen and Seymour Hill areas.  These projects focussed on giving local people the 
opportunity to engage with police in a community setting as well as giving the police the 
opportunity to engage with hard to reach young people.  
 
The Chairperson, Ms A Twomey, thanked the Superintendent for her comprehensive 
report and invited the Partnership to ask questions. 

 
4. Questions 

 
4.1 Domestic Burglaries 
  Councillor S Skillen 
 
Councillor S Skillen enquired if there was a link between the reported reduction in 
burglaries and the fact the more people had been working from home.  
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The Superintendent responded that this had been a factor and referred the 
Member to the overall figure of a 55% reduction in reported burglaries when 
compared to the 2019 figure, which was prior to lockdown. She added that the 
PSNI would remain vigilant and proactive as the Covid-19 restrictions were lifted 
and as the darker nights approached.   

 
4.2 Road Safety   
  Councillor A Ewing 
 
Councillor A Ewing stated that he had observed PSNI officers within the North 
Down area engaging with young persons on bicycles. He enquired if this was had 
been a road safety initiative and whether it might be provided in the LCCC area.  
 
The Superintendent undertook to request that the local neighbourhood teams 
would engage with their colleagues in North Down to clarify the nature of the 
engagement and ascertain if this could be replicated within LCCC.  

 
4.3 Sexual Offences 
  Mrs P Leeson 
 
Mrs P Leeson referred to the reported increase of 77.5% in the number of 
domestic abuse cases and sought further clarity and enquired as to what 
measures could be put in place to address this issue. 
 
The Superintendent acknowledged that the increase in reported cases could be 
linked to the lockdown restrictions. However, whilst no actual trend had been 
identified the figures remained a matter of concern. She added that the PSNI 
would continue to encourage individuals to report such incidents and that a range 
of recent awareness campaigns could have contributed to the increased figure.   

 
4.4 Shoplifting 
  Ms A Twomey 
 
The Vice-Chairperson, Ms A Twomey, sought further clarity on the reported 
48.5% increase in incidents of shoplifting.  
 
The Superintendent responded that the increase in reported cases was linked to 
the re-opening of business premises after lockdown. She added that the PSNI 
would continue to work with CityWatch in this regard, but that the use of surgical 
masks as part of the Covid-19 restrictions was hindering police in identifying and 
arresting individuals via CCTV. 
 
4.5 Drug Offences  
  Mrs Y Craig 
 
Mrs Y Craig referred to the 10.2% decrease in the outcome rate for drug offences 
and enquired why this had declined when there had been a 1.2% drop in the 
number of drug crimes recorded. 
 
The Superintendent pointed out that it had been hard to pinpoint why the 
outcomes figure had fallen. She added that the PSNI utilised a graduated 



  PCSP (Policing Committee) 17.08.2021  

58 
 

approach to offending in conjunction with a range of agencies which explored a 
range of community-based resolutions. She highlighted that a drugs awareness 
course which had been delivered to individuals prior to Covid-19 had been 
suspended, but it was anticipated that this would recommence in due course.    

 
4.6 Domestic Abuse 
  Councillor S Skillen 
 
In response to a question from Councillor S Skillen regarding the levels of 
reporting regarding Domestic Abuse incidents, the Superintendent acknowledged 
that there was a level of under-reporting. She added that the PSNI would 
continue to encourage and instil confidence in individuals to report instances to 
the police. In addition, the police would remain proactive in seeking third-party 
referrals to identify domestic abuse within the community.  
 
4.7 Traffic Control at Schools 
  Councillor Gowan 
 
Councillor A Gowan enquired if additional police resources could be deployed to 
enforce the 20 mph speed limit at schools within the District.  
 
The Superintendent responded that, given the significant number of schools 
within the District, it would be difficult to allocate additional resources in this 
regard. However, if particular issues were identified at a specific site, traffic 
officers would respond accordingly.  
 

During discussion, Councillor A Gowan thanked the PSNI for the helpful manner in 
which they had presented the information within the report and the Superintendent 
confirmed that the police would be overseeing a stall at the Balmoral Show in 
September.    
 
The Vice-Chairperson, on behalf of the Partnership, thanks the representatives of the 
PSNI for attending and presenting at the meeting and it was agreed to note the 
information which had been provided.  
 
5. Presentation from the Lisburn & Castlereagh Youth Council  

 
The Vice-Chairperson, Ms A Twomey, advised the Partnership that Lauren Hall, Senior 
Youth Worker with the Education Authority of Northern Ireland’s Participation Team, 
together with Haileigh Taggart and Johnny McQuillan, members of the Lisburn & 
Castlereagh Youth Council, were in attendance to provide a presentation in respect of 
the work of the Youth Council.  
 
Ms Hall advised the Partnership that the Youth Council, which had been established in 
2017, represented the voices of young people aged 16-21 across the Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council area. It enabled young people to engage with the key decision 
makers and to have their say on local issues, meet new friends and be a representative 
voice in their area.  
 
(Councillor A McIntyre left the meeting at 6.11pm). 
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Ms Taggart updated the Partnership on the work which she had been involved in 
regarding the Youth Council’s Social Action Campaign. This campaign had sought to 
engage with young people in increasing community involvement of various issues, such 
as environmental and mental health awareness. She advised that the Youth Council 
had organised recently he planting of 20 trees at Killowen Green Open space which had 
been a key initiative in the campaign. She outlined also the aim of the campaign to 
develop a dedicated discount card for young people and to increase engagement levels 
with schools across the District to publicise the work of the Youth Council. 
 
Mr McQuillan gave an overview of his involvement in the production of a wellbeing 
journal entitled ‘Just Breath’, which the Youth Council had published in 2021. He 
explained that the journal was a tool that allowed young people to focus on their life 
skills, mental health and wellbeing. It was designed specifically for people aged 
between the ages of 15 to 21 and enabled individuals to manage their time and their 
mental health in a fully customisable format.  
 
Various Members of the Partnership paid tribute to the representatives of the Youth 
Council and commended them for the work which they undertook across the District.  
 
Mrs Y Craig suggested that the Youth Council should consider the development of a 
dedicated app to publicise the Safe Spaces initiative. She indicated that this could 
highlight the various locations within the District that young people could meet and 
socialise in a safe environment.  
 
(Councillor H Legge left the meeting at 6.19pm). 
 
Mr J Bentley suggested that the Youth Council could meet with the Chamber of 
Commerce for the Council area to discuss the feasibility of providing support and 
guidance in the development of a young person’s discount card. He added that within 
the context of the re-opening of commercial premises post-Covid, the initiative would 
enhance business opportunities as well as providing job opportunities for young people.  
 
Ms Hall indicated that the Youth Council was currently looking for new members and 
that the closing date for applications was 30th September. She outlined the steps that 
would be taken to publicise the trawl across the District.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 7.06 pm. 
 
 
 
             
                          Chairman 
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