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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the reconvened meeting of the Planning Committee held in the 
Council Chamber, Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council Offices, Island Civic 
Centre, The Island, Lisburn on Monday 12 August 2019 at 12.30 pm 
following the adjournment of the monthly Planning Committee Meeting 
held on Monday 5 August 2019. 

 

 

PRESENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Councillor J Craig (Chairman) 
 
Councillor O Gawith  (Vice-Chairman) 
 
Aldermen  D Drysdale, A Grehan 
Councillors C McCready, John Palmer, A Swan 
 

 
OTHER  
MEMBERS: 
 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

 
Councillor N Trimble 
Councillor S Carson 
 
 
 
Head of Service – Planning and Capital Development 
Principal Planning Officer (RH) 
Senior Planning Officer (RT) 
Committee Secretary  
Attendance Clerk 

 
Cleaver Fulton & Rankin 
Brendan Martyn (Legal Advisor) 
 
Department for Infrastructure, Roads 
Mr B Finlay 
Mr S Cash 

 
 
Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor J Craig, welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
Introductions were made by the Chairman and some Housekeeping and Evacuation 
announcements were made by the Director of Service Transformation. 
 
1.     Apologies 

 
It was agreed that apologies be recorded on behalf of Alderman W J Dillon, 
Councillor M Gregg, Councillor U Mackin, The Deputy Mayor, Councillor J 
McCarthy and The Director of Service Transformation.  It was also noted that 
Alderman A Grehan would be arriving late. 
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2. Declarations of Interest  
 

The Chairman advised that Declarations of Interest had been recorded at the 
meeting held on Monday 5 August 2019 but asked if there were any further 
declarations to be made. 
 
No further declarations were made. 
 

 5.  Report from the Head of Planning and Capital Development  
 
   5.1 Schedule of Applications continued: 
 
  Items 1, 2 and 3 had been determined on 5 August 2019 

    
  The Committee was advised that, due to some Members of the Committee 
  having declared an interest in two of the applications, those Members would 
  be leaving the meeting during determination of the applications which would 
  render the meeting inquorate.  For this reason the two applications affected 
  would be determined at the September 2019 meeting of the Committee. 
 
  The relevant applications were LA05/2018/1094/F and LA05/2018/0932/O 
      

 
      (4) LA05/2016/1121/F – Erection of 1 no 2 storey dwelling for residential use on 

a site beside 24 Beechdene Park, Lisburn – (previously deferred) 
  

  and 
  

       (5) LA05/2018/0960/F – New dwelling on a site adjacent to 44 Duncan’s Road, 
Lisburn – (previously deferred). 

 
 The Principal Planning Officer (RH) presented the above two applications which 
she advised would be presented together but voted on separately.  She also 
advised that officials from the Department for Infrastructure, Roads were in 
attendance to respond to any questions members may have in relation to roads 
related matters. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor J Craig asked if any additional information had been 
submitted for this application and was advised that information had been 
received clarifying the position regarding land ownership and that the applicant’s 
agent had written attaching a legal opinion from a QC in relation to the Operation 
of the Planning Committee.  .  This advice did not impinge or raise any new 
matters in respect of the detail of this proposal.   It was not circulated to the 
committee.   
 
The Committee received Councillor S Carson to the meeting and the Chairman, 
Councillor J Craig congratulated him on the recent birth of a baby daughter.  
Councillor Carson wished to speak in opposition to the application and his 
comments included the following: 
 

• He did not perceive that there was any conflict of interest 
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• He provided some background information on development at the site 
including a security barrier 

• There was a history of planning issues at this site with proposals differing 
over the years 

• Residents were not opposed to development but have issues with the 
access 

• The proposed dwelling differs visually very much from dwellings built in 
the 1950’s 

• There is no evidence of a retaining structure where there is a considerable 
drop into a residential garden 

• He referred to the turning circle at the site and advised that he had found it 
difficult to manoeuvre around this without impacting on driveways 

• He advised that he had not had sight of the DFI response 
• Residents were concerned that groundworks required for landscaping will 

cause some subsidence 
 
  This was followed by a question and answer session which focused on the 
  nature of the turning circle and the interpretation of Creating Places stipulations 
  regarding turning circles and during this discussion Councillor S Carson  
  highlighted that footpaths at the site were incorrectly represented on the maps 
  provided. 

 
The Committee received Councillor N Trimble who wished to speak in support of 
the application and whose comments included the following: 
 

• He sympathises with objectors but all objections have been addressed 
within the report 

• There are four previous approvals in place on this site which have had 
access onto Beechdene Park 

• The application meets policy standards and amendments have been 
made to fit in with the character of the site 

• He said that it was his opinion that this Committee exists to consider 
applications which fall within the ‘grey zone’, however this one did not, it 
was clearly within policy requirements and should be approved 

• He stated that the Department for Infrastructure, Roads had no material 
reasons to be concerned at the turning circle 

• He said it was his understanding that the barrier had been removed as 
part of a 2001 application. 

 
  This was followed by a question and answer session which focused on the 
  suitability of the turning circle, and the safety of the access arrangements. 
 

Members then asked a number of questions of Mr B Finlay, from the Department 
for Infrastructure, Roads on the Department’s view of the turning circle and he 
responded that it would not be expected that a complete re-design of the road 
should take place to accommodate two dwellings and that the Department 
considered that the turning circle was adequate.  He outlined that what had been 
referred to by a previous speaker as being a footway was actually a raised kerb 
with some hardstanding around it. 
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With regard to LA05/2016/1121/F – 24 Beechdene Park, the Committee, having 
considered the information provided within the Report of the Principal Planning 
Officer and by those making representations, agreed by a majority of 5:1 with 0 
abstentions to approve the application as outlined in the Officer’s report and 
subject to the conditions stated therein. 
 
With regard to LA05/2018/0960/F – 44 Duncan’s Road, the Committee, having 
considered the information provided within the Report of the Principal Planning 
Officer and by those making representations agreed by a majority of 4:2 with 0 
abstentions to approve the application as outlined in the Officer’s report and 
subject to the conditions stated therein. 
 
(Representatives from the Department for Infrastructure, Roads then left the 
meeting at 1.20 pm). 

 
 

       (6) LA05/2018/0846/F – Proposed erection of second agricultural shed to 
quarantine livestock on lands 340m west of 90 Glenavy Road, Lisburn – 
(called in). 

 
 The Senior Planning Officer (RT) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Mr Wadsworth and Mr Johnston who wished to speak in 
support of the application and whose comments included the following: 
 

• The shed was required to provide a holding a quarantine area for imported 
cattle  

• Other locations would involve a new laneway and yard 
• Information had been submitted to illustrate the use of other buildings on 

the farm 
• Other locations would cause isolation problems and he elaborated on this 
• Quarantining can be policed easier if located away from the other farm 

buildings 
• A local vet has endorsed their proposal and procedures 
• They have three full time staff and a few part-time 
• This is required for the efficient use of the farm 
• The site is bound on two sides 
• Landscaping conditioning would assist 
• No hedges or similar would be removed 

 
 
  This was followed by a question and answer session which focused on the need 
  for the new shed, the nature of testing and the requirements of statutory  
  bodies in respect of quarantine arrangements.  Members also explored any 
  alternative arrangements which could be taken by the applicant to   
  quarantine his cattle. 

 
The Committee received Mr Edwin Poots who wished to speak in support of the 
application and whose comments included the following: 
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• He felt that the Planning Unit were struggling to understand this 
application 

• The applicant keeps a pedigree herd and imports high standard cattle 
from Holland 

• He gave examples where, in the past, inadequate testing had led to 
serious problems 

• In his opinion the 3 metre separation distance referred to is inadequate 
• He stated that he was less than happy with how the correspondence from 

Lisburn Veterinary Clinic had been dismissed by the Planning Unit. 
 
  This was followed by a question and answer session which focused on required
  separation distances and whether or not cattle were tested on leaving Holland. 
 

There followed a series of questions for the Planning Officers during which the 
lack of consultation response from both the Veterinary Science Division and 
Shared Environmental Services was discussed.  The Head of Planning and 
Capital Development read out the correspondence received from Lisburn 
Veterinary Clinic stating that it had not made any specific recommendations.  He 
also read out the guidance referred to in the planning officer’s report and advice 
which described appropriate quarantine distance as being ideally a distance of 3 
metres.  He stated that the Planning Unit had found that there could be no 
justification for the shed to be located so far away from the rest of the farm 
buildings. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor J Craig proposed that determination of this application 
be deferred pending a meeting to view the site and context, the proposal was 
seconded by Councillor A Swan. 
 
Councillor J Palmer then requested that the proposal be amended to include 
contacting the Veterinary Science Division and Shared Environmental Services in 
an effort to obtain a consultation response and it was agreed by a majority vote 
of 5:1 to support the proposal with the amendment. 
 

  The Chairman, Councillor J Craig declared the meeting adjourned at 2.15  
  pm 
 
  The Chairman, Councillor J Craig declared the meeting resumed at 2.25  
  pm 
 
  (Alderman A Grehan arrived at this stage (2.25 pm)) 
 

 
       (7) LA05/2018/1094/F – Erection of two storey dwelling with attached double 

garage on a farm on lands 100m east of 88 Steps Road, Donaghcloney – 
(previously deferred). 

 
 It was noted that due to quorum issues this application would be determined at 
the September 2019 meeting of the Committee. 
 

       
       (8)  LA05/2018/1089/O – Proposed dwelling under PPS21 on lands 160 metres 
             north east of 22 Bottier Road, Moira – (called in). 
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 The Senior Planning Officer (RT) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Mr P Johnston who wished to speak in support of the 
application and whose comments included the following: 
 

• This application had been submitted under CTY2a 
• The cluster required a focal point and in this case it was the church 
• He gave an example of another application which had been approved and 

which was further away from the focal point than this one was 
• The red line includes land which would closely cluster with the 

development 
• He outlined the medical requirements of the applicant’s son 
• The site could be rounded off and there were no objections 
• It would greatly assist the family if their son could reside beside them 

 
  There were no questions for Mr Johnston. 
 

 In response to Members’ queries, the Senior Planning Officer clarified the 
planning history at the site and confirmed that previous planning applications by 
the same family had been approved.  With regard to the issue of the focal point, 
she advised that she was unaware of the application referred to by Mr Johnston 
but that each application had to be considered on its own merits and, in this 
case, it was considered that the church was physically divorced from the 
proposed site and could not be considered as a focal point.   

 
The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Senior Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 7:0 with 0 abstentions to 
refuse the application as outlined in the Officer’s report. 

 
   

      (9) LA05/2018/0910/F – Proposed extension and rationalisation of existing meat 
processing and packaging facility at 64a Lisnabreeney Road, Castlereagh, 
Belfast – (called in). 

 
 The Chairman, Councillor J Craig having declared an interest in the above 
application, withdrew from the meeting at 2.46 pm and the position of Chairman 
was taken by the Vice-Chairman, Councillor O Gawith. 
 
The Principal Planning Officer (RH) presented this application as outlined within 
the circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Mr Thompson who wished to speak in support of the 
application and whose comments included the following: 
 

• The application has the support of the local MP 
• The business has grown steadily and now employs around 30 staff 
• The development was necessary to meet customer demands and meets 

all policy tests 
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• He outlined that there had been an initial objection but that no objections 
had been forthcoming from statutory consultees 

• There had been no noise complaints 
• The proposed development would greatly tidy-up the area 
• The applicant’s is the closest residence to the site 
• The business has lost orders due to delays in planning 
• He urged approval 

 
  This was followed by a question and answer session which focused on the 
  nature of the objection made, why the application had been called in and the 
  distance the proposal would be from the nearest dwelling. 
 

The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Principal Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 6:0 with 0 abstentions to 
approve the application as outlined in the Officer’s report and subject to the 
conditions stated therein. 
 

  The Chairman, Councillor O Gawith declared the meeting adjourned at 3.05   
    pm 
 
  The Chairman, Councillor O Gawith declared the meeting resumed at 3.26 
  pm 
 
  (Alderman D ~Drysdale did not return at this stage but returned at 3.28 pm, 
  left again at 3.30 pm and did not return) 
 

The Chairman, Councillor J Craig resumed the position of Chairman at 3.26 pm 
 

 
 (10)  LA05/2018/0932/O – Dwelling and garage to rear of 12a Whinney Hill, 
        Lisburn – (Called in). 

 
It was noted that due to quorum issues this application would be determined at 
the September 2019 meeting of the Committee. 
 
 

   (11) LA05/2019/0143/F – New dwelling and garage, in substitution for previous  
         approval LA05/2015/0750/O and LA05/2018/0277/F on lands 100m north of 
         and adjoining 21 Ballykeel Road South, Carryduff – (exceptions apply). 
 

 The Principal Planning Officer (RH) presented this application as outlined within 
the circulated report. 

 
The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the  Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 6:0 with 0 abstentions to approve 
the application as outlined in the Officer’s report and subject to a legal agreement 
and the conditions stated therein. 

 
 

  5.2. Submission of Pre-application Notices (PAN) 
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 It was proposed by Councillor J Palmer, seconded by Councillor A Swan and 
 agreed that the Committee note information submitted in respect of the following 
 Pre-application Notice. 
 

(i) LA05/2019/0695/PAN – Construction of new 3G pitch, spectator stand, 
new ancillary block, car parking, floodlighting, fencing, paths, street 
lighting and all other associated works. 
 

 5.3    Appeal Decision in respect of Planning Application LA05/2018/0630/O 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor O Gawith, seconded by Councillor J Palmer and 
 agreed that the Committee note the information provided in respect of the above 
 Appeal Decision. 
 
 5.4 Statutory Performance Indicators – June 2019 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor A Swan, seconded by Councillor C McCready and 
 agreed that the information as circulated in respect of the above statistics be 
 noted. 
 
 5.5 End of Year Planning Statistics 2018/19 – Report relative to LCCC 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor A Swan, seconded by Alderman A Grehan and 
 agreed that the Committee note the information as circulated in respect of the 
 above statistics. 
 
 Alderman A Grehan welcomed the reduction in legacy applications and 
 processing times. 
  
 
6.  Confidential Report from the Director of Service Transformation  

 
The Chairman advised that the following items would be discussed ‘in 
Committee’ for the reasons indicated on the Agenda: 

 
‘In Committee’ 

 
It was proposed by Councillor A Swan, seconded by Councillor C McCready and 
agreed that the items in the Confidential Report be considered ‘In Committee’, in 
the absence of press and public being present. 
 
 
6.1 Enforcement Cases with Court Proceedings in August 2019 

 
Having been provided with information on Enforcement Cases with Court 
Proceedings in August 2019 it was agreed that the information provided within 
the Report should be noted. 

 
Resumption of Normal Business 

 
  It was proposed by Councillor O Gawith seconded by Councillor C McCready  
    and agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 
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7. Any Other Business 

 
 7.1 The Head of Planning and Capital Development sought members’ views 

  on the scheduling of the September 2019 meeting of the Committee and it 
  was agreed that the meeting convene at 10.00 am in order to facilitate the 
  nature of the agenda items to be considered. 

 
 7.2 In response to a question from Councillor A Swan the Head of Planning 

  and Capital Development updated on the status of an ongoing  
  enforcement case. 

 
  
 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 3.55 pm. 
 
 

       ____________________________________    
      CHAIRMAN / MAYOR    

 
 
 
 
 


