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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of Meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Council Chamber, 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council Offices, Island Civic Centre, The Island, 
Lisburn on Monday 8 May 2017 at 2.20 pm 

 

PRESENT: 
 

Councillor A Redpath (Chairman) 

Councillor N Anderson (Vice-Chairman) 

Aldermen  J Dillon MBE JP, G Rice MBE  
Councillors T Beckett, A Girvin, U Mackin, L Poots 

 
 

OTHER 
MEMBERS: 

 
 
 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor,  
Councillor R B Bloomfield 
Councillor A Grehan 

 
 
 

Lead Head of Planning & Building Control 
Principal Planning Officers (RH and LJ) 
Senior Planning Officers (RT and  AS,) 
Planning Officers (MB and KM) 
Committee Secretary 
Attendance Clerk 

 
Cleaver Fulton & Rankin 
Louise Coll (Legal Adviser) 
 
A&L Goodbody 
Micaela Diver (Legal Adviser) 

 
 
Commencement of Meeting 
 
In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman, Councillor N Anderson, 
welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Introductions were made by the Vice-Chairman and some housekeeping and 
evacuation announcements were made by the Lead Head of Service (Planning & 
Building Control). 

 
1. Apologies 

 
Apologies for non-attendance at the Meeting were accepted and 
recorded on behalf of Alderman D Drysdale and Councillor M Tolerton.  
It was noted that the Chairman, Councillor A Redpath, would be arriving 
later in the meeting. 
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2. Declarations of Interest 

 
The Vice-Chairman sought Declarations of Interest from Members and 
reminded them to complete the supporting forms which had been left at each 
desk. 
 
The following Declarations of Interest were made: 
 
o Alderman WJ Dillon declared an interest in Application No 

LAO5/2016/0542F and indicated that he would be speaking in support of 
the application. 
 

o The Vice-Chairman, Councillor N Anderson, declared an interest in 
Application No LAO5/2016/1245/F and indicated that he would be speaking 
in support of the application. 

 
3. Minutes 

 
It was proposed by Alderman G Rice, seconded by Councillor A Girvin, and agreed 
that the following Minutes be signed. 
 
• Minutes of Meeting of Planning Committee held on Monday 3 April 2017. 

 
4. Report from the Lead Head of Planning and Building Control 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Lead Head of Planning 
and Building Control be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below:- 

 
4.1 Report from the Planning Manager 

 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Planning Manager be 
adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below:- 

 
Items for Decision 

 
4.1.1  Schedule of Applications: 

 
The Vice-Chairman reminded Members that they needed to be present for the 
entire item. If absent for any part of the discussion they would render themselves 
unable to vote on the application. 
 
The Legal Adviser highlighted paragraphs 46 - 48 of the Protocol for the Operation 
of the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council Planning Committee which, she advised, 
needed to be borne in mind when determinations were being made. 
 
The Vice-Chairman advised that there were a number of speakers in attendance 
making representation on some of the applications and therefore the Schedule of 
Applications would be taken out of order to enable these applications to be taken 
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first. 
 
 

(1) LAO5/2015/0178/F – Major Application – Change of use and extension of 
unit 2 from boat and motorhome showroom and subdivision and part change 
of use of unit 1 from trade showroom to bulky goods retail warehouse 
including internal alterations, minor elevational changes and associated site 
works (retrospective application) (Additional Information) at Unit 1 & 2 Cyril 
Johnston & Co Ltd, 127 Ballynahinch Road, Carryduff 
 

The Senior Planning Officer (AS) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
(Councillor U Mackin arrived at 2.38 pm) 
 
The Committee received Mr Sam McKee, Ms Morgan Lyttle and Mr David Johnston 
who wished to speak in support of the application highlighting the following: 
 
• The business relied on key accounts that would not be available if it was located 

within 10 miles of other suppliers.  Without these key accounts the business 
could not continue in operation.  Of 5 units identified in the Council area, the 
unit at this site was the only unit that met this commercial requirement.   

• The site was perfectly suited to the business with HGV access to the rear of the 
building and designated customer parking to the front 

• The business was a small business but with the potential to grow and develop 
• The business occupied only 0.4% of existing zoned employment land in 

Carryduff and there still remained 17 hectares of undeveloped employment land 
in the area 

• The business was an asset to Carryduff providing 19 direct and indirect jobs 
and contributing to the rates 

• There were no objections to the application 
• Planning permission had already been issued for a hairdressing business and a 

garden centre on the site 
• A condition could be imposed to limit retail operations to the sale of bulky goods 
 
A question and answer session ensued. 
 
The Committee received Mr Edwin Poots MLA who wished to speak in support of 
the application and highlighted the following: 
 
• Failure by planners to apply the basic test that approval should be granted if 

there was no demonstrable harm caused. 
• The previous business on the site was involved in retailing of boats and similar 

goods and was selling smaller items than the applicant’s business. 
• A precedent has been set in allowing planning permission for the garden centre 

and the hairdressing business operating on the site 
• The garden centre was involved in retailing a wide range of smaller items such 

as pottery, cards, etc. and also operated a restaurant on the site. 
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• In view of the existing businesses on the site, it would be no longer possible to 
have an engineering or similar type business at this location 

• The applicant’s business was a perfect match for the businesses already 
operating on the site 

• The applicant cannot move the business to Lisburn due to contractual 
requirements 

• The business provides employment and contributes rates income. 
 
A question and answer session ensued.   
 
At the culmination of further debate, the decision was put to a vote and by a 
majority of 6:0 with 1 abstention, it was agreed that the recommendation of the 
Planning Officer to refuse the application would not be upheld. 

 
(Councillor U Mackin was unable to vote as he had not been present for the entire 
consideration of the item). 
 
The Vice-Chairman stated that the Professional Officer's recommendation to refuse 
planning permission had fallen and that a new motion was now under consideration.  
Section 45 of the 2011 Planning Act stated that, in dealing with planning applications, 
the Council must have regard to the local development plan, so far as material to the 
application, and to any other material considerations. 

 
It was then proposed by Alderman G Rice, seconded by Alderman WJ Dillon and 
agreed that the reasons cited for the approval of the application would be: 
 
• SPPS permitted flexibility in certain circumstances and the application complied 

on the basis that it delivered sustainable economic growth 
• no demonstrable harm would be caused; 
• Compatibility with existing businesses 
• The Committee considered that a precedent had been established by allowing 

planning permission to the businesses already operating on the site 
• There would be substantial economic benefit derived 
• The sequential assessment indicated that there were no other available options 

that would meet the physical or commercial requirements of the business  
 

The Vice-Chairman declared the application approved for the reasons stated above. 
 
The Vice-Chairman then highlighted that, because the application had been 
recommended for refusal, no conditions had been drafted.  Conditions would now 
need to be discussed and the Committee agreed that the precise wording of 
conditions be delegated to the Planning Unit. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor L Poots, seconded by Alderman G Rice, and agreed 
on a vote of 6:0 with 1 abstention that the application was not a significant departure 
from the Local Development Plan and therefore did not need to be referred to the 
Department for Communities.   

 
(The Planning Officer (MB) arrived at 3.48 pm) 
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(2)   LA05/2015/0338/F – Major Application – The development of 219 houses, 
comprising 90 no. 3 & 4 bedroom semi-detached houses and 129 no. 3 & 4 
bedroom detached houses, with associated garages and landscaped open 
space (amended number of houses and site layout) on lands to the north of 21 
Knockbracken Road, Belfast and adjoining Brackenhill Crescent and 
Brackenhill Avenue to the east, Laurelgrove Avenue, Laurelgrove Crescent 
and Laurelgrove Dale to the north and Croft Hill, Brooke Hall Avenue and 
Brooke Hall Heights to the west. 

 
The Senior Planning Officer (AS) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report.  He advised that this application had been deferred for one 
month for clarification on issues regarding community consultation and compliance 
with an earlier Article 40 agreement.   He reported that the application had been 
submitted prior to the introduction of the requirement for public consultation and 
that the Article 40 agreement applied to two previous outline applications and was 
void in this case. 
 
The Committee received Mr Ian Stewart, Mr Richard Bowman and Mr Kevin 
Clarke who wished to speak in support of the application and highlighted the 
following issues: 
 
• The developers had consulted with local Councillors  
• The development represented a significant investment of £24m which would 

provide 200 construction jobs and would produce rateable income of £300k.   
• The current application represented a reduction of 64 houses from the 

application that had received outline approval. 
• The current application was lower density and provided a higher quality 

environment with more spacious sites and a wider mix and style of housing. 
• It allowed for the completion of the original master plan for the area. 
• Spine road provided an important link for road and bus routes 
• There was also a direct link for pedestrians and cyclists to access the 

Saintfield Road 
• Developer was providing £90k towards two play parks within the development 
• Developer was contributing £190k for the Mencap Centre at Newtownbreda 
• Developer had agreed that land within the site would be gifted for the 

purposes of provision of a community facility and, if this did not prove possible 
within the site, then a donation of £50k would be given to facilitate a 
community centre at an alternative location. 
 

There then followed a question and answer session. 
 
The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of the 
Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 7:0 with 0 abstention that the 
recommendation of the Planning Officer to approve the application would be upheld 
subject to the conditions stated and a section 76 agreement being drawn up and 
approved by full Council to secure an appropriate contribution to accommodate a 
community facility and ensure that the spine road would be completed in its entirety. 

(The Planning Officer (MB) left the meeting at 4.34 pm) 
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Adjournment of Meeting 
 
The Vice-Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 4.34 pm 
 
Resumption of Meeting 
 
The Vice-Chairman declared the meeting resumed at 4.50 pm 
 
(The Planning Officer (KM) arrived at the meeting at 4.50 pm) 
 
(5)  LA05/2016/1062/O – Major Application - Residential development of 85 

houses with associated open space and road access junction (Amended site 
location) on Lands between 20 and 26 Comber Road Carryduff. 

 
The Senior Planning Officer (AS) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Mr Ian Stewart, Mr Richard Bowman and Mr Kevin 
Clarke who wished to speak in support of the application highlighting the following 
issues: 
 
• The original plan had been for 100 houses on the site but this had been 

reduced to 85 with a wider mix of housing styles 
• Land was zoned for residential development  
• The application was for outline approval but developer had included an 

illustrative proposal to provide beneficial open space for each house 
amounting to 10% in the overall development 

• Community consultation had been carried out in line with statutory 
requirements 

• Arising from the consultation process the developer would contribute £17k for 
improvement to Carryduff play park 

• The developer had agreed to give a piece of land to Carryduff Colts Football 
Club 

• The developer had also agreed a voluntary contribution of £7k to Killynure 
Community Association toward development of a community facility. 
 

There then followed a question and answer session. 

The Committee having considered the information in the Planning Officer’s report, 
agreed by a majority of 7:0 with 0 abstention that the recommendation of the 
Planning Officer to approve the application would be upheld subject to the 
conditions stated. 
 
(4)  LA05/2016/0612/RM – Major Application - Development of community 

treatment and care centre, parking including basement and multi storey 
levels, access arrangements and other associated operational development.  
Lands at Lagan Valley Hospital, Hillsborough Road Lisburn. 

 
The Senior Planning Officer (RT) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
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The Committee received Mr David Mountstephen who wished to speak in support 
of the application and highlighted the following issues: 

• The Transforming your Care initiative identified a need for change in the 
delivery of community care services 

• The project allowed professionals to work in a more combined and  integrated 
way 

• Community treatment within the care centre was a very important component 
in the plans for hospital care in this area 

• The centre would provide services for children, young people and adults 
• Range of general and medical services, specialist services, mental health, 

physiotherapy and dental services 
• Represented a £30m capital investment in health and social care in Lisburn 
• 13k square metres of floor space 
• No objections from statutory consultees or third parties 
• 24 month consultation period 

 
The Committee received Mr Edwin Poots MLA who wished to speak in support of 
the application and highlighted the following issues: 
 
• Important to get the application approved for this particular site as it would 

help to sustain the hospital 
• All planning issues had been comprehensively addressed. 

 
There then followed a question and answer session. 
 
The Committee, having considered the information provided within the report of the 
Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 7:0 with 0 abstention, that the 
recommendation of the Planning Officer to approve the application would be upheld 
subject to the conditions stated. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor A Redpath arrived at 5.26 pm; the Vice-Chairman, 
Councilor N Anderson, stepped down and Councillor A Redpath took over as 
Chairman. 
 
(Having declared an interest in the following application, the Vice-Chairman 
Councillor N Anderson, left the meeting at 5.28 pm) 
 
(3) LA05/2016/1245/F – Major Application - Proposed demolition of existing 

buildings and construction of mixed use development of 2514 m2 retail sales 
area, 185 m2 office units, ancillary accommodation, 20 no apartments ( 4 x 1 
bed, 15 x 2 bed, 1 x 3 bed) and associated car parking and landscaping at 
Carryduff Shopping Centre, Church Road, Carryduff.   

 
The Senior Planning Officer (AS) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Councillor N Anderson who wished to speak in support of 
the application and who highlighted the following issues: 
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• Carryduff currently had no heart or centre and no shopping facilities 
• The application provided a lifeline to a declining town and a real opportunity for 

development and growth 
• Over 600 people had attended the consultation event 
• The previous approval for a larger building was not what the town centre needed  
• The current proposal for 24 apartments, shopping units, office space and a 

supermarket was much more appropriate for the site 
• There were no planning reasons for refusing the application and there had been 

no letters of objection to it 
 

(The Vice-Chairman, Councillor N Anderson, left the meeting again at 5.48 pm) 
 
The Committee, having considered the information provided within the report of the 
Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 7:0 with 0 abstention that the 
recommendation of the Planning Officer to approve the application would be upheld 
subject to the conditions stated.  Councillor N Anderson did not take part in the 
voting as he was not present having declared an interest. 
 
Adjournment of Meeting 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 5.50 pm advising that 
refreshments were available in the Members’ Suite 

Resumption of Meeting 

The Chairman declared the meeting resumed at 6.17 pm 
 
(Councillor N Anderson returned to the meeting at 6.17 pm) 
 
The Chairman advised that, due to a conflict of interest, the Council’s Legal Adviser, 
Ms Louise Coll, would be replaced for consideration of the next item.  Ms Coll then 
left the meeting and Ms Micaela Diver took her place. 

 
(6) LA05/2016/0542/F – Local Application (Judicial Review decision quashed) – 

Proposed temporary surface level car park (for a maximum of 2 years) 
(Additional information) on lands at 24 Antrim Street, Lisburn. 

 
(Having declared an interest in this item, Alderman WJ Dillon left the meeting at 6.18 
pm) 

 
The Senior Planning Officer (RT) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Mr Gary McGhee and Mr Brian O’Kane who wished to 
speak in opposition to the application and who highlighted the following issues: 
 
• This car park did not contribute to the vitality and life of the city centre 
• It had prevented any reasonable effort by the applicant to follow up reserve 

matters for their use of the site 
• There was adequate car parking in this area  with on street car parking in Antrim 

Street and a council-owned car park 
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• Over 18 years of illegal use of this land as a car park has cost rate payers 
substantial rate income.   

• Council could not lawfully approve this application as previous approval had 
been found to be unlawful  

• Council’s legal advisers had stated that the applicant had demonstrated 
customer preference rather than actual need for the car park 

• Approval would be contrary to the decision of PAC 
• Members could be liable for surcharge if an approval was issued. 

 
There then followed a question and answer session. 
 
The Committee received Mr Stuart Beattie QC, Mr Hughes and Ms Diane Mackey 
who wished to speak in support of the application and who highlighted the following 
issues: 
 
• SPPS extended planning policy in that it allowed greater flexibility.   
• Cases where car parking applications had been refused had been decided on 

the basis of numbers and on no other evidence;  In this application, the evidence 
from local traders corroborated the evidence obtained from potential car park 
customers that they would not come back to Lisburn if the car park was not 
available 

• The weight attached to the survey evidence was a matter of judgement 
• No one has indicated that the survey findings are wrong. 

 
There then followed a question and answer session. 
 
The Committee received Alderman WJ Dillon who wished to speak in support of the 
application and highlighted the following issues: 
 
• This was the most important car park in the city of Lisburn 
• The applicant company had been in business in the city for 80 years 
• It has been suggested that there was ample car parking in Lisburn but people 

were not prepared to use the other car parks when this car park was closed.  
• During the closure of the car park, there had been only a small increase in usage 

of other car parks as people went elsewhere to shop. 
• The Council was striving to stimulate business in Lisburn; there was a need for 

increased parking and parking that was convenient. 
• If the car park had to close, Alderman Dillon would be concerned about the 

vitality of the city. 
 

There then followed a question and answer session. 
 
(Alderman WJ Dillon left the meeting again following his presentation.) 
 
The Committee received Mr Edwin Poots MLA who wished to speak in support of the 
application and highlighted the following issues: 
 
• The public and shop keepers wanted the Council to approve this application 
• The Council had been threatened with legal implications if the application was 

approved 
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• The Planning Officer’s report dismissed the findings of the survey and was not fit 
for purpose 

• Query whether the survey rejected by PAC was the same survey or conducted in 
the same way. 

• The Council’s previous decision to approve the application was a very popular 
one 

• The availability of the car park was very important for the sustainability of the city 
centre 

• The car park was closer to shops and therefore accessible for people with 
mobility issues 

• People much preferred surface car parks such as this to multi-storey parks as 
evidenced by the popularity of Sprucefield or the Abbey Centre. 

 
There then followed a question and answer session 
 
The Committee received Mr Robbie Butler MLA who wished to speak in support of 
the application and highlighted the following issues: 
 
• Other factors rather than the available capacity in other car parks in the city 

should be taken into consideration;  this criterion would not be used when 
considering applications from other types of business  

• The evidence provided by traders regarding a downturn in their businesses during 
closure of the car park was material evidence and should be taken into account 

• The application was time bound as the applicant was asking for permission to 
operate the car park for two years 

• Planning decisions taken by DoE in the past had often hampered growth within 
Lisburn. 

 
During debate on this item, Members asked that it be recorded that they took 
exception to the threatening manner in which the Committee had been addressed by 
some of the speakers.   
 
It was proposed by Alderman G Rice and seconded by Councillor L Poots that this 
application be deferred for two months to allow for additional  legal advice to be 
sought and for independent advice to be obtained in relation to the potential impact 
on the  vitality and viability of the city centre. 
 
The proposal to defer the application was put to the meeting and was agreed by a 
vote of 6:1 with 1 abstention.  Alderman WJ Dillon did not take part in the vote as he 
was not present having declared an interest in the application. 
 
The Council’s legal adviser, Ms Micaela Diver, left the meeting and was replaced by 
Ms Louise Coll at 7.38 pm 
 
Alderman WJ Dillon returned to the meeting at 7.39 pm 
 
 (7) LA05/2016/0174/F – Local Application (Called In) - Re siting of approved 

dwelling and garage previously approved under S/2013/0044/F. Incorporating 
realigned private road, 60m west of 92 Carnreagh, Hillsborough and rear of No 
10 Farriers Green, Hillsborough.   

 
The Committee was advised that this application had been removed from the 
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schedule to allow consideration of additional information received. 
 

(8) LA05/2016/0518/F – Local Application (Called In) - Retrospective amendment 
to part of housing development approved under S/2011/0383/F to facilitate 
amended house types and reduced number of dwellings from 8 no to 6 no. at 
Nos 2, 4, & 6 Ballantine Way and site nos 462, 463, and 468 Ballantine Garden 
Village, approximately 100 metres south of Hillhall Road, Lisburn. 

 
The Senior Planning Officer (RT) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report and explained that all outstanding planning issues had been 
resolved with the exception of site no 462 Ballentine Garden Village which had been 
constructed without planning permission in a position previously approved for car 
parking spaces to serve adjacent dwellings. 
 
The Committee received Mr David Donaldson who wished to speak in support of the 
application and who highlighted the following issues: 
 
• The application sought to amend the layout of the site 
• Site No 462 was a bungalow and was included to ensure that the overall 

development would accommodate people seeking different types of 
accommodation 

• The statutory consultees had no objection to the application 
• The application complied with parking requirements and there was no shortage 

of car parking spaces 
• The development included high quality amenity space and landscaping 
• Windows of the adjacent properties that could be considered overlooking were 

landing windows 
• Design and materials were considered acceptable 
• Ballentyne Garden Village was a successful development designed with 

imagination and creativity 
• The variety of house designs and types was consistent with Para 709 of the 

Creating Places document 
• The purpose of the planning system was to regulate development in the best 

interest of the community; no harm had been caused in this case. 
• There were 9 letters of support. 

 
There then followed a question and answer session. 
 
The Committee received Mr Edwin Poots MLA who wished to speak in support of the 
application and who highlighted the following issues: 
 
• This was one of the best developments right across Northern Ireland; it was an 

award winning development that had been recognized by the CEF and the 
NHBC  

• It would be a travesty if the building had to be destroyed. 
 

There then followed a question and answer session. 
 
At the culmination of further debate, the decision was put to a vote and by a majority 
of 6:2 with 0 abstentions, it was agreed that the recommendation of the Planning 
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Officer would not be upheld. 
 
The Chairman stated that the Professional Officer's recommendation to refuse 
planning permission had fallen and that a new motion was now under consideration.  
Section 45 of the 2011 Planning Act stated that, in dealing with planning applications, 
the Council must have regard to the local development plan, so far as material to the 
application, and to any other material considerations. 

 
It was then proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Alderman G Rice and, 
on a vote being taken 6:2 with 0 abstentions, it was agreed that the reasons cited for 
the approval of the application would be: 
 
• The application was not considered to be contrary to Planning Policy QD1 
• The design and appearance of the proposed dwelling did respect the 

surrounding context and drew upon the character of the surrounding area. 
 

The Chairman declared the application approved for the reasons stated above. 
 
The Chairman then highlighted that, because the application had been 
recommended for refusal, no conditions had been drafted.  Conditions would now 
need to be discussed and the Committee agreed that the precise wording of 
conditions be delegated to the Planning Unit. 

 
(9) LA05/2016/1195/O – Local Application (Called in) – Proposed development of a 

chalet bungalow adjacent to existing main dwelling under CTY6 – Personal and 
domestic circumstances on land adjacent to no. 5 Megarrystown Road, Moira. 

 
The Senior Planning Officer (RT) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Mr Brian Crawford who wished to speak in support of the 
application and who highlighted the following issues 
 
• The proposed development was intended for an elderly couple with serious 

health issues 
• No care package was in place and the couple’s health would deteriorate over 

time. 
• The applicant was the only daughter of the couple and the proposed dwelling 

would allow the provision of care while maintaining privacy for all parties 
• A large garage on the site was not suitable for conversion to a granny flat 

 

There then followed a question and answer session. 

Following discussion, it was proposed by Alderman G Rice and seconded by 
Councillor N Anderson that this application be deferred for two months to allow 
additional information to be provided which should include an Occupational Therapy 
report and evidence as to why the other options such as garage conversion, house 
extension or mobile home were not feasible. 
 
The proposal to defer the application was put to the meeting and was agreed by a 
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vote of 5:3 with 0 abstention. 
 
(Alderman WJ Dillon and Councillor L Poots left the meeting at 9.07 pm) 
 
(10) LA05/2015/0111/O – Local Application (Called In) - Erection of 1 No. Dwelling 

and Garage, Adjacent to No. 284 Ballynahinch Road, Annahilt, Hillsborough.   
 
The Senior Planning Officer (RT) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Mr Trevor Lunn MLA who wished to speak in support of the 
application and who highlighted the following issues: 
 
• Applicants were an elderly couple who had lived at the location for 53 years.   
• Intention was that family members would take up residence in the bigger house 

and the applicants would move into the smaller proposed dwelling 
• No question of overlooking 
• No objections from neighbours or from statutory agencies 
• Previous refusals were for applications made 14 years and 16 years ago 
• The application was for outline approval and the applicants would work with the 

planners to design a dwelling that was in character. 
 

Adjournment of Meeting 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting adjourned at 9.15 pm 
 
Resumption of Meeting 
 
The Chairman declared the meeting resumed at 9.23 pm 
 
There then followed a question and answer session.  
 
The Committee, having considered the information provided within the report of the 
Senior Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 6:0 with 0 abstention that the 
recommendation of the Planning Officer to refuse the application would be upheld.   

 
4.1.2 Local Development Plan: Response to Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough 

Council and Belfast City Council Preferred Options Papers 
 

The Committee was provided with copy of consultation responses issued by the 
Planning Unit in respect to Preferred Option Papers from Antrim & Newtownabbey 
Borough Council and from Belfast City Council.     

 
It was agreed to approve the responses to both Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough 
Council and Belfast City Council respectively in relation to their Preferred Options 
Papers. 
 
 
Items for Noting 
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4.1.3   Letter from the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) in respect of Caravan 
Site Licence Exemption Certificate. 

 
The Committee was provided with and noted content of a letter from the Department 
of Infrastructure advising that the Irish Motors Caravanners’ Club had been granted a 
caravan site licence exemption certificate. 

 
4.1.4 Letter from the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) In Relation To 

Notifications for Listed Buildings 
 

The Committee was provided with and noted content of a letter from the Department 
for Infrastructure advising that the Department had issued a direction under Section 
90 of the Planning (NI) Act 2011 which removed the requirement for Councils to 
notify the Department of listed building consents in instances where the advice of the 
statutory consultee was followed.   
 

4.1.5 Letter from the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) enclosing Copies of 
Living Places 

 
The Committee was provided with and noted content of a letter from the Department 
of Infrastructure referring to the work of the Strategic Design Group in delivering the 
development of the Living Places Urban Stewardship and Design Guide.   
 

4.1.6 Development Management – Appeals decisions 24 April 2017 
 

The Committee noted information circulated in relation to an appeal decision in 
respect of a proposed Certificate of Lawfulness for the construction of a new 
access to a farm (LA05/2016/0580/LDP).  The appeal was dismissed. 
 

4.1.7 Development Management – Live Appeals 24 April 2017 
 

The Committee was provided with and noted information in respect of appeals 
received as at 24 April 2017. 

 
4.1.8   Development Management - Proposal of Application Notices 

(PANS) 
 

The Committee was provided with and noted information in respect of 
Proposal of Application Notices (PANS). 

 
4.1.9 Development Management – Year End Statistics 

 
The Committee was provided with copy and noted information on 
Development Management Statistics for the year end April 2016 – March 
2017. 

 
4.2 Planning Reform in NI:  Progress, Economic Development and Forward 

Strategy 
 



PC 08.05 2017  
 
 

468 
 

The Committee was provided with details of the above seminar which was 
taking place on 7 December 2017 in Central Belfast. 
 
It was agreed that the Chair and Vice-Chair or their nominees be appointed to 
attend the seminar. 

 
Items for Noting 
 
 
 
4.3   Long Term Water Strategy – Actions for Local Councils 

 
The Committee was advised that a Working Group comprising officers from several 
Service Units had drafted a joint response to the consultation on the Long Term 
Water Strategy.  Members were provided with copy of the response and noted that it 
had been approved by the Environmental Services Committee.   

 

4.4. Budget Report – Planning Unit 
 
The Committee noted that, due to year end adjustments, the Summary Budget 
Report for the Planning Unit would not be available until the accounts had been 
finalised. 

 
5. Confidential Report from the Lead Head of Planning and Building Control 
 

It was agreed that the reports and recommendations of the Confidential Report of 
the Lead Head of Planning and Building Control be adopted, subject to any 
decisions recorded below. 
 
The Chairman advised that the following items would be discussed ‘in 
Committee’ for the reasons indicated: 
 
‘In Committee’ 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor A Girvin and 
agreed that the items in the Confidential Report be considered ‘In Committee’, in the 
absence of press and public being present. 
 
Items for Noting 

 
5.1.  Enforcement Cases with Court Proceedings for May 2017. 

 
It was noted that this item was confidential for reason of information relating to 
any individual; information which was likely to reveal the identity of an 
individual; and information in relation to which a claim to legal professional 
privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings. 
 
Having been provided with information on Enforcement Cases with Court 
Proceedings in May 2017, it was agreed that the information provided within the 
Report should be noted. 
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5.2  Rolling Year Absence Figures for the Planning Unit 
 

It was noted that this item was confidential for reason of information relating to 
any individual. 
 
Having been provided with information on rolling year absence figures for the 
Planning Unit for the period 1 April 2015 to 31 March 2017, it was agreed that the 
information be noted. 

 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor A Girvin and 
agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 

 
6. Any Other Business 
 

6.1 Mid Ulster District Council Event – 27 April 2017 
 

Councillor RT Beckett reported that he and the Chairman had recently attended an 
event organised by Mid Ulster District Council to consider the setting up of a forum in 
respect of Lough Neagh. 

 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 9.34 pm. 

 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN / MAYOR 


