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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of Meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Council 
Chamber, Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council Offices, Island Civic Centre, 
The Island, Lisburn on Monday 5 February 2018 at 2.00 pm 

 

 

PRESENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Councillor L Poots (Chairman) 
 
Councillor N Trimble (Vice-Chairman) 
 
Aldermen  J Dillon MBE JP, D Drysdale 
Councillors  N Anderson, J Craig, O Gawith,   
B Hanvey, U Mackin,  

 
OTHER  
MEMBERS: 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

 
Alderman J Tinsley 
Alderman T Jeffers 
 
 
Director of Service Transformation 
Lead Head of Planning 
Planning Manager 
Principal Planning Officer (RH) 
Senior Planning Officers (AS, MCO’N and MB) 
Committee Secretary  
Attendance Clerk 

 
Cleaver Fulton & Rankin 
Kate McCusker (Legal Advisor) 

 
 
Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor L Poots, welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
Introductions were made by the Chairman and some Housekeeping and Evacuation 
announcements were made by the Lead Head of Planning. 
 
1.     Apologies 

 
It was agreed that apologies for non-attendance at the meeting be recorded from 
Councillor M Tolerton and Councillor A Girvin. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest  
 

The Chairman sought Declarations of Interest from Members and reminded them 
to complete the supporting forms which had been left at each desk. 
 
The following Declarations of Interest were made: 
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• Councillor B Hanvey declared an interest in LA05/2017/0355/F due to the 
fact that his son had been the Case Officer.  He advised that he would be 
withdrawing from the meeting during the determination of this application. 
 

• Alderman J Dillon declared an interest in LA05/2017/0708/F as he knew 
both the applicant and the objector and stated that he would be withdrawing 
from the meeting during the determination of this application. 

 
 

3. Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Councillor J Craig seconded by Councillor U Mackin and 
agreed that the following Minutes be approved and signed. 

 
• Minutes of Meeting of Planning Committee held on 8 January 2018.  

 
  
4.   Report from the Lead Head of Planning 

 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Lead Head of Planning 
be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below:- 
 
Items for Decision 
 
4.1 Report of the Planning Manager 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Planning Manager be 
adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below:- 

 
  4.1.1 Schedule of Applications: 

    
 The Chairman reminded Members that they needed to be present for the entire 
 item.  If absent for any part of the discussion they would render themselves 
 unable to vote on the application. 
 
The Legal Adviser highlighted paragraphs 46 - 48 of the Protocol for the 
Operation of the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council Planning Committee which, 
she advised, needed to be borne in mind when determinations were being made. 

 The Chairman advised that there were a number of speakers in attendance 
 making representation on some of the applications and therefore the Schedule of 
 Applications would be taken out of order to enable these applications to be taken 
 first.  Members were advised that application number LA05/2015/0040/F would 
 be moved to the end of the schedule to facilitate the consideration of information. 
 

Councillor U Mackin then wished to refer to LA05/2015/0040/F and stated that it 
had come to his attention that the applicant had requested sight of 
documentation and that this had not happened.  It was therefore proposed by 
Councillor U Mackin, seconded by Councillor J Craig and agreed, that in the 
interests of openness and transparency, the determination of this application be 
removed from the Schedule for a period of one month to facilitate this request. 

 



  PC   05 02 2018 

118 
 

  (1) Y/2009/0407/F – Major Application – Proposed residential development of 
109 dwellings (85 houses and 24 apartments), nursing home of 62 
bedrooms, ancillary accommodation, associated site works and provision of 
new signalised junction with Saintfield Road on lands at and to the north of 
360 Saintfield Road) Castlereagh Belfast. 

 
 The Senior Planning Officer (AS) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Senior Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 9:0 with 0 abstentions to 
approve the application as outlined in Officer’s report and subject to the 
conditions stated therein with the addition of the following: 
 
It was proposed by Councillor O Gawith, seconded by Councillor B Hanvey and 
agreed that the play park should be constructed following the completion of the 
75th unit. 

  
  (2) LA05/2015/0040/F – Major Application – Housing development of 72 

dwellings with a mix of terrace and semi-detached houses on lands 100m 
south of Saddlers Hall, Carnreagh, Hillsborough, accessing from 
Ballynahinch Road. 

 
 Determination of the above application was removed from the schedule pending 
consideration of file information by the objector (see above for proposal). 

        
       (4) LA05/2016/0405/O – Local Application (Called in) – Dwelling on a farm on 

lands adjacent to and north-west of 1 Whitemountain, Lisburn. 
 

 The Senior Planning Officer (MB) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Mr Andrew McCready and Mr William Anderson who 
wished to speak in support of the application highlighting the following: 
 

• Only one of the required criterion is under question. 
• In his opinion this criterion was also met as the land had been maintained 

by the owner. 
• He outlined the farm number history and explained why there were two 

farm numbers. 
• During this entire period the land had been maintained. 
• Evidence had been submitted to support this by way of HMRC, Bank and 

contractor’s documentation. 
• A six year history of a DARD number is not a necessity 
• He outlined cases in ABC Council area where this rationale had been 

accepted. 
• He emphasised that the policy requirements had, in his opinion, been met 

and that maintenance of land and hedges did constitute agricultural 
activity. 
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This was followed by a question and answer session which further explored the 
nature of the agricultural work carried out on the land and whether this had been 
carried out by the applicant or under conacre.  There was also significant 
discussion on the history of the farm and how there had been two farm numbers 
generated. 
 
The Committee received Alderman J Tinsley who wished to speak in support of 
the application highlighting the following: 
 

• The farm dated back to 1895, he went on to outline some of the history. 
• The applicant’s daughter wished to return home hence this application. 
• He had witnessed the maintenance work carried out at the farm. 
• He feels that it is policy compliant. 

 
This was followed by a question and answer session which focused on the length 
of time the farm had been in existence and the type of maintenance activity 
carried out. 
 
The Committee received Mr Robbie Butler MLA who wished to speak in support 
of the application highlighting the following: 
 

• He felt that application had been refused on spurious grounds. 
• He feels it is policy compliant as it dated back many years, albeit with a 

different farm number. 
• This was an example of the issues faced in passing a farm through 

generations and he feels this has caused the problems raised by the 
Planners. 

• He felt that the Committee needed to do whatever it could to support such 
farms and outlined previous similar applications which had been approved 
in the past. 

• He felt that, in this case, there was more than enough evidence provided 
to demonstrate compliance and urged approval. 

 
This was followed by a question and answer session which focused on the type 
of activity taking place at the farm, the evidence produced to confirm this, the 
needs of the applicant’s daughter and the sequence of events leading to the 
issuing of two farm numbers. 
 
(During the above discussion the Director of Service Transformation left the 
meeting at 3.20 pm). 
 
The Committee then sought clarification on the policy wording in respect of what 
constituted an active farm and this was provided.  Members of the Committee 
took cognisance of the fact that the word ‘consecutive’ was not within the policy 
wording. 
  

   Debate ensued which considered the evidence provided to the committee to  
    support the claim that this was an active farm and that it had been active for more 
    than six years after which the Committee, having considered the information  
    provided within the Report of the Senior Planning Officer and by those making 
    representations, agreed by a majority of 5:4 with 0 abstentions that the  
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  recommendations of the Senior Planning Officer would not be upheld. 
 

The Chairman stated that the Professional Officer’s recommendation to refuse 
planning permission had fallen and that a new motion was now under 
consideration. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor U Mackin, and 
agreed by a majority of 5:4 with 0 abstentions that the reason cited for approval of 
the application would be: 
 

• That the Committee consider the farm to be active and in existence for at 
least six years as evidenced by the HMRC, Bank and contractor information 
submitted and that it therefore meets the requirements of part (a) of CTY10. 

 
In Committee 
 
At this stage it was proposed by Councillor O Gawith, seconded by Councillor N 
Anderson and agreed to go into Committee to receive legal advice in the absence 
of press and public being present. 
 
Members noted the advice provided by the Legal Advisor 

 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson seconded by Councillor D Drysdale and 
agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed.  
 
Adjournment of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor L Poots declared the meeting adjourned at 3.50 pm 
 
Resumption of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor L Poots declared the meeting resumed at 4.04 pm 
(Alderman D Drysdale did not return to the meeting at this stage). 
 
 
LA05/2016/0405/O cont.d … 
 

 
It was proposed by Councillor N Trimble, seconded by Councillor N Anderson and 
by a majority vote of 5:3 with 0 abstentions it was agreed that planning permission 
for the above application be approved.(Alderman D Drysdale was not present at 
this stage). 
 
The Chairman then highlighted that, because the application had been 
recommended for refusal, no conditions had been drafted.  It was agreed by the 
Committee that the application be approved for the planning reasons agreed and 
that the drafting of conditions be delegated to the Planning Unit. 
 
(Councillor B Hanvey left the meeting at 4.05 pm having declared an interest in the 
next application.) 
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       (5) LA05/2017/0355/F – Local Application (Called in) – Dwelling and garage on 
land beside and north of 161 Ballynahinch Road, Lisburn. 

 
 The Senior Planning Officer (MCO’N) presented this application as outlined 
within the circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Mr Stanley Wedlock who wished to speak in opposition 
to the application highlighting the following: 
 

• He outlined some of the history of development at the location. 
• He had no conception that an urban development would spring up. 
• He had planted trees at the location and he went on to describe their type 

and location. 
• He feels that this is a two storey house and the upstairs windows overlook 

his frontage and compromise his privacy. 
• He didn’t object to housing in the past as they did not overlook. 
• He would not have objected to the inclusion of Velux windows instead of 

Dormer windows. 
• He disputed the separation distances quoted. 
• He referred to precedent and stated that he could not believe that a 

dwelling could be fitted into this space. 
• The site levels would result in overlooking. 
• This would significantly damage his residential amenity. 
• He feels it is totally out of character with surrounding development and is 

overdevelopment. 
 
  This was followed by a question and answer session 
 

The Committee received Mr Andrew McCready who wished to speak in support 
of the application highlighting the following: 
 

• He totally agreed with the recommendations of the Planning Officer. 
• Planning were content with the distances and density as were all 

Consultees. 
• There was already an approval in place which was closer to Mr Wedlock’s 

property and was a higher ridge height that this proposal. 
• The site forms part of a cluster and is in keeping with its surroundings. 
• Mr Wedlock has approval for a dwelling adjacent to his property. 
• The application is fully policy compliant. 

 
   This was followed by a question and answer session. 
 
 

The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Senior Planning Officer, and by those making representations agreed by a 
majority of 7:0 with 0 abstentions to approve the application as outlined in 
Officer’s report and subject to the conditions stated therein and it was further 
proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor U Mackin and 
agreed that screening be incorporated into these conditions. 
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(Councillor B Hanvey and Alderman D Drysdale returned to the meeting at 4.40 
pm). 
 

 
       (6) LA05/2017/0453/O – Local Application (Called in) - Cluster dwelling and 

garage to the rear of no 116 Mealough Road Carryduff. 
 

The Principal Planning Officer (RH) presented this application as outlined within 
the circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Mr J Kirkpatrick who wished to speak in support of the 
application highlighting the following: 
 

• He feels this application meets with the requirements for a cluster 
dwelling. 

• The lack of a focal point is the only criterion where there may be an issue. 
• Planning Appeal decisions have permitted development where this has 

been the issue in the past and he gave some examples of this. 
• He considered the site was visually joined to other buildings and is 

bounded by residential development. 
• He felt this rounded off the site and considered that there would be no 

demonstrable harm.   
• This was an outline application and any issues could be overcome at the 

design stage. 
• The site was not suitable for agricultural use. 

 
  This was followed by a question and answer session. 
 

The Committee received Alderman J Tinsley who wished to speak in support of 
the application highlighting the following: 

 
• The cluster comprises four buildings three of which are dwellings. 
• They do form a visual entity in the countryside. 
• There is no focal point but this has been allowed for in the past at the 

appeal stage as outlined by Mr Kirkpatrick. 
• The development could be absorbed by rounding off and would integrate 

well into its surroundings. 
• There would be no impact on residential amenity if conditioned and 

designed appropriately. 
 

  This was followed by a question and answer session. 
 

The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Senior Planning Officer, and by those making representations, agreed by a 
majority of 5:4 with 0 abstentions to refuse the application as outlined in Officer’s 
report and for the reasons stated therein. 
 
Adjournment of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor L Poots declared the meeting adjourned at 5.20 pm. 
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Resumption of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor L Poots declared the meeting resumed at 6.00 pm. 
 
(Alderman D Drysdale did not return and Alderman J Dillon, having declared an 
interest in the following application, and did not return to the meeting at this stage 
either). 
 

 
   (7) LA05/2016/1175/F – Local Application (Called in) – Erection of shed to house 

animal incinerators to the rear of 6 Grovehill Road, Moira. 
 

The Senior Planning Officer (RH) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Mr S Spiers and Mrs K Matthews who wished to speak 
in support of the application highlighting the following: 
 

• The shed was required to house two animal incinerators. 
• The intention was to bring the incinerators indoors due to damage caused 

to them during bad weather. 
• A shed of this size is required due to the use of a fork-lift. 
• The business has been established for 18 years. 
• Environmental records are kept and all procedures closely adhered to. 
• Indoor use will be beneficial to the health and well-being of the business 

owner as well as reducing damage to the equipment. 
 

  This was followed by a question and answer session. 
 
 

The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Principal Planning Officer and by those making representations agreed by a 
majority of 7:0 with 0 abstentions to approve the application as outlined in 
Officer’s report and subject to the conditions stated therein. 
 
Alderman J Dillon returned to the meeting at 6.15 pm. 
 

 
      (8) LA05/2015/0551/F – Local Application (Called in) – Retention of farm building 

yard, cattle pens and access on lands west of and adjacent to 80 Drumalig 
Road, Carryduff. 

 
  The Committee noted that the above application had been withdrawn from the  
  Schedule to allow further consideration. 
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      (9) LA05/2017/0708/F – Local Application (Called in) – A two storey extension to 
the rear of dwelling at 12 Robbs Road, Dundonald. 

 
 The Senior Planning Officer (MB) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Ms J Morton and Mr G Spiers who wished to speak in 
opposition to the application highlighting the following: 
 

• There would be a lack of 45 degree light affecting their property. 
• There was very little separation distance between his property and the 

proposed extension. 
• There were privacy and intrusion concerns. 
• Nowadays bedrooms are not only used for sleeping, they can be used for  

working from home or for studying. 
• The affected bedroom is used by a student for studying and he is 

dependent on natural light to work in.  He also pointed out the health 
benefits of natural light such as mood enhancement. 

• There is ample space in the garden area to site an additional bedroom if 
necessary. 

• He outlined research he had carried out which demonstrated that this 
bedroom could lose up to 5 hours of sunlight in the summer and all 
sunlight would be lost in the winter. 

• He stated that, should this application be approved, he may fall into the 
circumstances outlined within the Prescription Act. 

  
  This was followed by a question and answer session. 
 

The Committee received Mr Ryan McBurney who wished to speak in support of 
the application highlighting the following: 
 

• The Planning Officer’s report is a balanced decision. 
• Historically this was a 2 up 2 down dwelling. 
• Presently there is no upstairs bathroom which is impractical. 
• The extension provides an upstairs bathroom and one additional bedroom. 
• The neighbouring property is much larger and has 5 bedrooms. 
• The additional bedroom could not be located in the garden as there is an 

NI Water way leave agreement in place. 
• The extension has been designed to reduce its impact on the neighbour 

as much as possible. 
• The neighbour’s property is higher and more spacious. 
• A flat room has been incorporated to reduce the impact on the neighbour. 
• Only one of the 5 bedrooms will be impacted. 

 
  This was followed by a question and answer session. 
 

The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Senior Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 8:0 with 0 abstentions to 
approve the application as outlined in Officer’s report and subject to the 
conditions stated therein. 
 



  PC   05 02 2018 

125 
 

 
 

 
(10) LA05/2017/0401/O – Local Application (Called in) – Domestic dwelling on 

lands immediately to the rear of Classic Kitchens, 35a Soldierstown Road, 
Aghalee. 

 
The Senior Planning Officer (AS) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Mr M McCorry and Mr Reid who wished to speak in 
support of the application highlighting the following: 
 

• Mr Reid set up the business 27 years ago. 
• There were 29 employees and a number of company vehicles located at 

the site. 
• He lives on site and feels this is important. 
• He wants to retire and his daughter will be taking over the business. 
• She wants to expand the business and take on around 10 additional staff. 
• She also feels it is necessary to live on site due to the fact that deliveries 

come from all over the UK, Ireland and Europe at all times of the day and 
night. 

• They produce around 20 kitchens per week and this often necessitates 
shift-working. 

• In the future there will be family commitments which will make it even 
more important that she live on-site. 

 
This was followed by a question and answer session during which questions 
were asked in relation to the residence already at the site and it was proposed by 
Councillor O Gawith, seconded by Councillor U Mackin and agreed that 
determination of this planning application be deferred for a period of 1-2 months 
pending the receipt of additional information. 

 
 

(11) LA05/2017/0744/F – Local Application (Called in) – Proposed 
refurbishment of existing dwelling with conversion of existing integral 
double garage to form new kitchen/family room.  Proposed new 
garage/store located in garden area at 1 Monaville Avenue, Lisburn. 

 
The Senior Planning Officer (MB) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Ms T Rutledge who wished to speak in opposition to the 
application highlighting the following: 
 

• She had maintained her home in a traditional style, at some considerable 
expense, for many years. 

• She had been approached in the past by the applicant with a view to 
exchanging pieces of land. 

• She objected to the design and material of the proposed garage. 
• The garage would be visible from the road. 
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• There will be a loss of light and overshadowing due to its size. 
• Mature boundary hedging may also be detrimentally affected. 
• The design of the development was not sympathetic to existing properties 

in the area and may detrimentally affect the price of her property. 
• The development was out of scale with those in the area and does not 

harmonise with its surroundings. 
• It would set a precedent. 
• This was an industrial type building which will be out of character. 
• She posed the question “Would you like this building erected beside your 

home”? 
 
  This was followed by a question and answer session. 
 

The Committee received Mr Brian Crawford who wished to speak in support of 
the application highlighting the following: 

 
• All of the objections were in respect of the garage. 
• Some alterations to the garage plans have been made and he has liaised 

with Building Control in respect of its finish and proximity and he has been 
advised that it is compliant. 

• The frontage has been changed to match the proposed finish of the 
house. 

• It will not be overbearing nor will it result in loss of light as it will only be 1 
foot higher than the hedge. 

 
  This was followed by a question and answer session. 
 

(During the above discussion Councillor N Anderson left the meeting at 7.06 pm 
and returned at 7.21 pm). 

 
The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Senior Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 7:1 with 1 abstention to 
approve the application as outlined in Officer’s report and subject to the 
conditions stated therein.  (Councillor N Anderson was unable to vote as he had 
not been present for the entire discussion). 
 
Adjournment of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor L Poots declared the meeting adjourned at 7.40 pm. 
 
Resumption of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor L Poots declared the meeting resumed at 7.50 pm. 
 
 
(12) LA05/2016/0216/F – Local Application (Called in) – Erection of 2 no. semi-

detached dwellings on lands to the rear of nos. 88-94 Hillsborough Old 
Road and south-east of no. 2 Edgewater, Lisburn. 

 
 The Senior Planning Officer (AS) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
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The Committee received Mr Joseph De Ornellas who wished to speak in 
opposition to the application highlighting the following: 
 

• The site was small with an irregular perimeter. 
• He outlined the history of the site advising that several previous 

applications had been refused. 
• He described surrounding housing. 
• He stated that the application was contrary to PPS 7 1.4 and also contrary 

to Policy QD1 2.2 and 2.7.3 
• He outlined overlooking issues in respect of 5 bedroom windows stating 

that there were also lack of light issues and the proposal did not respect 
the surrounding context. 

• Creating Spaces recommendations were not met. 
• There were parking issues. 
• He would like to see the site used but these houses were not suitable 
• Bungalows would be a preferable alternative. 

 
  This was followed by a question and answer session. 
 

The Committee received Mr A Nelson and Mr P Skelly who wished to speak in 
support of the application highlighting the following: 
 

• He welcomed the recommendation. 
• He clarified the size of each site on the site map stating that the proposed 

sites were larger than those currently in place. 
• The site had wider frontage and was set back which replicated the 

Edgewater Development. 
• Side aspects were towards Hillsborough Old Road and provided a visual 

replication of Edgewater. 
• 3 of the windows referred to were bedrooms and the two others were 

bathroom windows. 
• The rear projections were single storey. 

 
  This was followed by a question and answer session. 
 

The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Senior Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 7:1 with 0 abstentions to 
approve the application as outlined in Officer’s report and subject to the 
conditions stated therein. 
 
(Alderman J Dillon left the meeting at 8.35 pm and did not return). 
 
 
(13) LA05/2017/0738/O – Local Application (Called in) – Proposed dwelling 

and garage (amended proposal) on land adjacent to no 103 Hillsborough 
Road, Carryduff. 

 
The Senior Planning Officer (AS) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
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(During the presentation the Legal Advisor left the meeting at 8.34 pm returning 
at 8.43 pm, the Lead Head of Planning left at 8.37 pm returning at 8.38 pm and 
the Principal Planning Officer left at 8.42 pm returning at 8.43 pm). 
 
 
The Committee received Mr J Kirkpatrick who wished to speak in support of the 
application highlighting the following: 
 

• With reference to the suggestion that this would result in additional 
dwellings this would not be the case as the road provides separation. 

• A ribbon would not be created either due to the broken frontage. 
• There are 4 or more buildings at the location. 
• There is a visual entity from a certain viewpoint. 
• There is not a particular demand for a visual entity as demonstrated by 

appeal cases referred to previously by him in the meeting under another 
application number. 

• The junction is rounded off. 
• There will be no detrimental impact on amenity and all issues can be 

addressed under Reserved Matters. 
  

This was followed by a question and answer session after which it was proposed 
by the Chairman, Councillor L Poots, seconded by Councillor J Craig and agreed 
that determination of this application be deferred pending a site visit taking place 
to assist Members of the Committee in the decision making process. 
 
 

      (3) LA05/2017/1133/F – Local Application – single storey rear extension to 
dining area and downstairs toilet to side at 27 Haddington Hill Lisburn. 

  
 At this juncture, the Chairman and the Lead Head of Planning left the meeting at 
8.46 pm and the Chair was taken by the Vice Chairman, Councillor N Trimble. 
 
The Senior Planning Officer (MCO’N) presented this application as outlined 
within the circulated report. 

 
The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Senior Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 6:0 with 0 abstentions to 
approve the application as outlined in Officer’s report and subject to the 
conditions stated therein. 
 
The Senior Planning Officer (AS) left the meeting at 9.00 pm and did not return. 
 
The Lead Head of Planning returned to the meeting at 9.01 pm 
 
The Chairman, Councillor L Poots returned to the meeting at 9.03 pm and 
resumed the position of Chairman with Councillor N Trimble returning to his 
original place in the Chamber. 
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4.2.   RICS Planning and Development Conference, 8 February 2018 
 
Having been provided with information on the above Conference it was proposed by 
Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor B Hanvey and agreed by the 
Committee that any member wishing to attend should contact Members Services to 
make arrangements as soon as possible given the timeline involved. 

 
Items for Noting 
 
4.3 New Planning IT System 

 
Members had been provided with copy correspondence dated 15 January 2018 from 
the Department for Infrastructure providing an update on the ongoing work for a new  
Planning IT system. 
 
A verbal update was provided by the Planning Manager and discussion ensued on other 
options which may be open to the Council and on the way forward.   
 
The Planning Manager confirmed that he would be in attendance at the next meeting to  
be held on the IT System and would provide a report to the next Committee Meeting. 
 
The above information was noted. 
 
(The Senior Planning Officers MCO’N and MB left the meeting at 9.08 pm). 
 

 
4.4 Date of April and May Planning Committee Meetings. 

 
It was noted by the Committee that, after consultation with the Chairman, the dates for 
the April and May meetings of the Planning Committee would be as set out below due 
to the fact that the scheduled dates fell on Bank Holidays : 

 
Monday 9 April 2018 at 2.00 pm 
Monday 14 May 2018 at 2.00 pm 
 
 

4.5   Budget Report – Planning Unit 
 

Members had been provided with a summary Budget Report for the Planning Unit for 
the year to 31 March 2018 as at 31 December 2017. 

 
The above information was noted. 
 
5. Confidential Report from the Lead Head of Planning 
 
It was agreed that the reports and recommendations of the Lead Head of Planning be 
adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
The Chairman advised that the following items would be discussed ‘in Committee’ for  
the reasons indicated on the meeting Agenda: 
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‘In Committee’ 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor N Trimble and 
agreed that the items in the Confidential Report be considered ‘In Committee’, in the 
absence of press and public being present. 
 
The Legal Advisor left the meeting at this point (9.10 pm) 
 
 
5.1 To decline to determine a Planning Application 
 
After consideration of a report in respect of a subsequent application (applications 
LA05/2015/0033/F and LA05/2017/0186/F refer) received in respect of a family 
home/pet care facility at 116 Halftown Road, Lisburn it was proposed by Councillor U 
Mackin seconded by Councillor O Gawith and agreed that the Committee would not 
decline to determine the application but would proceed to determine it. 
 
 
5.2 Planning Risk Register and Action Plan Review 
 
Members had been provided with a copy of the Planning Risk Register and it was 
agreed that any comments on this document should be submitted to the Lead Head of 
Planning by close of business on 12 February 2018. 
 
At the request of Councillor N Anderson it was agreed that some training on material 
planning considerations and rationale be arranged for Members of the Committee. 
 
 
5.3 Legal Advice from Senior Counsel in respect of LA05/2015/0342/O 
 
After consideration of the Report and Legal Advice circulated to them, it was agreed that 
it be noted that the above application would be presented back to the Committee for 
reconsideration at its meeting in March 2018. 
 
 
5.4 Enforcement Cases with Court Proceedings in February 2018 
 
Having been provided with information on Enforcement Cases with Court Proceedings 
in February 2018 it was agreed that the information provided be noted. 
 
 
5.5   Rolling Year Absence Figures for the Planning Unit 
 
Having been provided with information on rolling year absence figures for the Planning 
unit, it was agreed that the information be noted. 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 
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7. Any Other Business 

 
 NI Planning Monitoring Framework 
 The Lead Head of Planning 
 

The Lead Head of Planning advised members that documentation on the above  
was due to be considered at the forthcoming meeting of the Development 
Committee and that it may be of interest to Planning Committee members as well.  
He undertook to circulate a copy to each member of the Planning Committee. 
 
 

 March Meeting of the Committee 
 The Lead Head of Planning 
 

The Lead Head of Planning advised that the March Planning Schedule would be 
very heavy and suggested that the meeting would benefit from a 10.00 am start. 

 
 It was agreed to accede to the above request. 
 
 
 Information submitted by Applicants and Objectors 
 Councillor U Mackin 
 
 Councillor U Mackin highlighted the importance of ensuring that information 

received was progressed and circulated appropriately. 
  
 
  There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 9.40 pm. 
 
 

       ____________________________________    
      CHAIRMAN / MAYOR    

 
 


