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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Policing and Community Safety Partnership 
held remotely by zoom on Tuesday 15 June 2021 at 5.33 pm 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor M Guy  (Chairperson) 
Councillor N Anderson 
Councillor R Carlin 
Councillor A P Ewing 
Councillor A Gowan 
Councillor J McCarthy 
Councillor A McIntyre 
Councillor R McLernon 
Councillor S Skillen 
Mr J Bentley 
Ms G Conroy 
Mrs Y Craig 
Mr G Doran 
Ms A Landa 
Ms P Leeson  
Mr D McBurney 
Ms A Twomey (Vice-Chairperson) 
Ms P Yellamaty 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Acting PCSP/Member Services Manager  
PCSP Officer (JB) 
Member Services Officer (LMN)  
 
Designated Organisations 
Superintendent J Mullan, Police Service of Northern Ireland 
Chief Inspector J Wilson, Police Service of Northern Ireland 
Mr D Marley, Northern Ireland Housing Executive 
Ms F McKibbin, Probation Board for Northern Ireland 
 

 
Commencement of the Meeting 
 
The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy, welcomed everyone to the meeting, which was 
being held via zoom due to the current Covid-19 restrictions.  Thanks were extended to 
Councillor A Swan, the previous Chairman, and to the staff team for their help thus far.  
A special welcome was given to the new Elected Members, Councillor H Legge and 
Councillor R McLernon.  The meeting was a Special Meeting of the Partnership, which 
would focus on the Acting PCSP/Member Services Manager’s report. 
 
1. Apologies 
 

It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of 
Councillor H Legge and Ms J Harkness, Youth Justice Agency. 
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2. Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Councillor A P Ewing, seconded by Mrs Y Craig and agreed 
by the Partnership that the Minutes of the Private Meeting of the PCSP held on 
Tuesday 18 May 2021 as circulated be confirmed and signed. 

 
3. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 
 

Councillor A Gowan declared an interest in agenda item 2 (Project Support 
Programme) as Vice-Chair of Annahilt & Magheraconluce Community 
Association, given its application for funding.   
 
During the meeting Councillor S Skillen declared an interest in item 5 of the 
Acting PCSP Manager’s report re funding application from Rangers FC for 
midnight soccer at the Ballybeen 4G pitch.  Councillor Skillen is associated with 
the Ballybeen Community Association. 
 
During the meeting Councillor A P Ewing declared an interest in item 2 of the 
Acting PCSP Manager’s report as he is a member of the Orange Institution.  An 
application for funding had been received from Lisburn LOL. 

 
4. Report of the Acting PCSP/Member Services Manager 

 
4.1 Review of Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) 

 
The Acting PCSP/Member Services Manager reminded the meeting that the 
Partnership had taken the decision in January 2021 not to purchase any further 
devices, pending the report for today’s meeting (Appendix 1).  Twenty two 
devices have been installed to date, which are subject to ongoing monitoring, 
some of which may require relocation.  Nine new requests for devices have been 
received.  The Department for Infrastructure (DfI) has been very supportive of 
their installation and their contribution to road safety. 
 
The Partnership considered the following recommendations in the report: 
 
a) Several SIDs, as outlined in the report, be relocated; 
b) Formation of a Road Safety Sub-Group 
c) A priority list of new sites be established; and 
d) Additional devices, as outlined in the report, be purchased. 
 
Councillor A Gowan thanked Officers for the very comprehensive report provided.  
He suggested that consultation take place with the relevant community groups 
before actioning the relocations of the above-mentioned three devices.  Due to 
the retractable sockets on the devices, he queried if there was potential for 
rotating them every six months and assessing the data, in order to determine if 
there would be merit in keeping them where they were or moving them.   
 
Councillor A Gowan felt that there was a need for an SID in Legacurry at the 
Primary School and also for a spread across all of the DEAS.  The device 
installed at The Maze had strong community support. 
 



  PCSP  15 06 2021 

41 
 

The Acting PCSP/Member Services Manager confirmed that Councillor A 
Gowan’s comments would be taken on board regarding relocations. She, along 
with the two PCSP Officers, would be happy to consult with local groups.  The 
devices were not permanent and could always be moved at a later date.  
Permanency of devices would be at the discretion of the Partnership and would 
be kept under review. 
 
The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy, commended the six-month review proposal, 
which would ensure that the distribution of devices was carried out fairly, given 
their flexibility at being rotated to other locations. 
 
Councillors S Skillen, N Anderson and R Carlin congratulated Councillor M Guy 
in her new role as Chairperson of the Partnership and wished her every success 
in the year ahead. 
 
Councillor S Skillen thanked Officers for their report.  The number of SIDs in 
Ballybeen was disappointing, but Councillor Skillen stressed that this was in no 
way due to the Partnership, rather it was an issue with DfI. 
 
Councillor N Anderson also commended the report and the statistics provided in 
it, which would be very valuable in enabling the Partnership to lobby DfI Road 
Safety Branch.  The response from the DfI Minister’s Office to the request for 
funding was disappointing.  Councillor Anderson endorsed Councillor A Gowan’s 
earlier comments and was supportive of the proposal to set up a working group.  
He wished to put on record that he was aware of the meeting which was due to 
take place re the McKinstry Road issue. 
 
Mr J Bentley observed that many drivers slowed down on the approach to SIDs, 
as their locations were widely known.  He suggested turning devices in the other 
direction, in order that they capture traffic flow from the opposite side, which 
would increase the speeding statistics. 
 
Mr D McBurney commented that the three sites earmarked for proposed 
relocation had not been confirmed in the report.  He reiterated that the SIDs were 
in locations where all drivers slowed down. 
 
The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy, thanked Mr Bentley and Mr McBurney for 
their comments, which would be considered by the Working Group.  The 
suggested composition for the latter was:  one Member from PSNI, two Elected 
Members, two Independent Members, plus the Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson. 
 
Councillor A P Ewing proposed making the Working Group representative of all 
of the political parties and queried if there was a need to increase its 
membership. 
 
The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy, said that the original brief was to keep the 
group quite small/geographically tight, but was open to suggestions.  It would not 
be necessary for every party to be represented. 
 
Councillor A P Ewing proposed Councillor A Gowan and Councillor N Anderson 
as the two Elected Members of the group. 



  PCSP  15 06 2021 

42 
 

 
Mrs Y Craig proposed herself as an Independent Member for the Group.  As a 
previous paramedic, it would be possible for her to obtain statistics re road 
accidents, which could be beneficial to the group. 
 
Mr J Bentley also expressed an interest in membership of the Sub-Group. 
 
Councillor S Skillen seconded Councillor A P Ewing’s proposal re membership of 
the group. 
 
Ms A Twomey, Vice-Chairperson, felt that it would be useful to include different 
political representatives by widening the membership to other parties. 
 
The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy, noted the proposals for membership and 
confirmed that an email would be circulated to all members of the Partnership 
after the meeting to offer all members the opportunity to sit on the Sub-Group. 
 
Mrs P Leeson sought assurances that Castlereagh be represented on the group 
and that membership also be open to those who were not in attendance at this 
evening’s meeting.  It would be sensible for all PCSP Members to consider if they 
wished to participate in the group and confirm their individual decisions in a 
week’s time. 
 
Councillor A Gowan confirmed that all political parties were represented at 
tonight’s meeting and was keen to progess the matter, there being no need for 
any further delay. 
 
Councillor N Anderson endorsed Councillor A P Ewing’s earlier comments.  This 
was a common sense issue and it was necessary to ensure a good geographical 
spread.  All those interested should be included, as the group would wish to have 
as much representation as possible. 
 
Councillor A P Ewing agreed with Councillor N Anderson.  There was a need to 
be fair to all parties.  He proposed that anyone with a genuine interest in 
contributing be allowed to join the group. 
 
Councillor R Carlin advised he was content with those who were proposed to the 
group. 
 
The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy, reiterated that an email would be issued 
after the meeting re nominations, which would be open for a short period of time. 
 
The Acting PCSP/Member Services Manager assured the meeting that only a 
small, efficient, sub group would be needed for the purposes of reviewing the 
details/data and reporting back to the Partnership in a timely manner.  Ultimately 
all decisions would be taken by the latter.   
 
The Chairperson thanked the Acting PCSP/Member Services Manager for this 
explanation. 
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4.2 Project Support Programme 
 

The Acting PCSP/Member Services Manager stated that the closing date for 
applications had been 4 June 2021.  Following the meeting of the Assessment 
Panel (Appendix 2), this had resulted in 15 successful applications (from a total 
of 17). 
 
The PCSP Officer commented on the exceptionally high standard of applications, 
which had included several from new sources.  Two applications had 
unfortunately not met the criteria and would be provided with feedback for future 
reference.  All DEAs had been represented, with a wide range of projects 
covered in each.  The PCSP Officer was keen that PCSP Members be allocated 
to each successful project in terms of visiting them and finding out more about 
their work. 
 
The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy, thanked the PCSP Officer for his report and 
for conducting the assessment panel (along with PSCP Officer SA) in a highly 
efficient manner on 9 June. 
 
Councillor S Skillen expressed disappointment re the Tullycarnet Community 
Support Services’/Street Pastors’ application, given their invaluable work in the 
area.  Councillor Skillen hoped that another Council department would be in a 
position to support this initiative and endorsed the PCSP Officer’s proposal re 
visits to successful projects. 
 
It was proposed by Ms A Twomey, Vice Chairperson, seconded by Mrs P Leeson 
and agreed by the Partnership that the applications for funding as detailed in in 
the Assessment Panel Report, be approved. 

 
4.3 Grand Choice Update 
 

The Acting PCSP/Member Services Manager reported that the closing date for 
applications had been Friday 28 May 2021 and had resulted in 32 applications 
submitted.  Following discussion with the Head of Service, it had been agreed to 
extend the deadline for a further week.  This had increased the number of 
applications to 39, of which 23 were from Castlereagh East and 16 from 
Castlereagh South.  Voting will open on Friday 18 June 2021, with the results 
due to be announced on Wednesday 7 July. 
 
The Partnership noted the progress of the Grand Choice Project. 

 
4.4 Applications for Funding Under £500 
 

The PCSP Officer confirmed that an application (£500) had been received via 
PSNI from Derriaghy Village Community Association for a brick BBQ, which 
would provide the opportunity for community engagement. 

 
Mr D Marley confirmed that he would contact the PSCP Officer after the meeting 
re the suggested location for the event, in terms of licensing arrangements, if it 
were to be held on NIHE land. 
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It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Ms A Twomey, Vice 
Chairperson and agreed by the Partnership that the above-named funding 
application be approved. 

 
4.5 Applications for Funding Over £500 
 
 The PCSP Officer confirmed that three applications had been received from: 
 

a) Road Safe NI (£1,000) re the production of a Street Smart Road Safe booklet 
for Primary 5 pupils in the entire Council area.  This would be the ninth overall 
out of the eleven such initiatives across all PCSPs in NI; 

b) PSNI Crime Prevention Officer (Lisburn) re the purchase of 100 Smartwater 
kits and 20 Smartwater signs (£1,350).  These would act as a deterrent to the 
increasing number of thefts of boilers from new housing developments across 
all Council DEAs.  Superintendent J Mullan explained that the signage and 
kits would enable PSNI to make arrests/further enquiries re the transportation 
of boilers without the appropriate markings; and 

c) Rangers FC Soccer Academy for two Midnight Soccer Projects in 
Ballymacash and Ballybeen (£4,000).  These will take place for six weeks 
during the period July – 14 August 2021 and will operate on both Friday and 
Saturday nights.  PSNI and Antisocial Behaviour Working Group Partners 
would identify ‘at risk’ children and young people eligible to participate.  Two 
age groups will be in place (11-15 years and 16-18 years) and both will be 
open to boys and girls. 

 
Councillor S Skillen thanked the PSCP Officers for their hard work on these 
applications.  Councillor A P Ewing congratulated and commended all three very 
worthwhile initiatives. 
 
Mrs P Leeson suggested that, going forward, all project applications be reviewed 
on the basis of benefit to the relevant age groups and also on the basis of gender 
neutrality. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Mrs Y Craig and agreed 
by the Partnership that approval for the three above-named funding applications 
be granted. 

 
The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy, confirmed that an email re expressions of interest 
for the Working Group would be circulated in due course, along with a questionnaire via 
Survey Monkey re Members’ interests and/or issues which they would like to see raised 
at the meetings. 
  
There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 6.24 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
                Chairperson 
 


