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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Policing and Community Safety Partnership 
Policing Committee held in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, on 
Tuesday 15 September 2020 at 5.30 pm and by zoom. 
 
PRESENT: 
 

In the Chamber: 
Councillor A Swan  (Chairman) 
Councillor A Gowan 
Councillor T Mitchell 
Councillor J McCarthy 
Mr D McBurney 
Mrs P Leeson 
Ms A Landa 
Mrs Y Craig 
Miss A Twomey 
Miss G Conroy 
Mrs P Yellamaty 
Mr J Bentley 
 
Attending remotely: 

 Councillor S Skillen 
Councillor N Anderson 
Councillor A Ewing 
Councillor M Guy 
Councillor A McIntyre 
Councillor R Carlin 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Superintendent D Beck, PSNI 
PCSP Manager 
PCSP Officer (JB) 
Members Services Officer 
 
 

The Chairman, Councillor A Swan, welcomed everyone to the meeting and those 
present were provided with housekeeping information.  For the benefit of new members, 
the PCSP Manager provided those present with information on the Partnership and on 
the Policing Committee.  Each member then introduced themselves providing some 
brief information on their background and interests. 
 
1. Apologies 
 

It was agreed that apologies be recorded on behalf of Mr G Doran. 
 

2. Minutes 
 

It was proposed seconded and agreed as outlined below that the following 
Minutes as circulated be confirmed and signed: 

  
(i) Meeting of the Committee held in private on 21 January 2020 – proposed 

by Councillor T Mitchell and seconded by Mrs P Leeson. 
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(ii) Meeting of the Policing Committee held in private on 20 February 2020 – 
proposed by Councillor A Gowan, seconded by Mrs Y Craig. 

 
 
3. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 
 

The Chairman outlined the procedure in respect of Declarations of Interest after 
which the following Declarations of Interest were made: 
 

• Councillor S Skillen referred to item 2 on the PCSP Manager’s report 
which included funding for a Dundonald FC Bagit Project, she declared an 
interest as a member of the Board. 
 

  
4. Report of the PCSP Manager 

 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the PCSP Manager be 
adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below, and other items noted. 
 
 
4.1 Policing Committee Report 
 
Members of the Committee had been provided with a copy of the PSNI report on 
the policing of the district from April 2020 to June 2020 and were provided with a 
verbal update from Superintendent D Beck.  During his presentation 
Superintendent Beck highlighted the key areas within the Local Policing Plan and 
advised members that, in due course, he would be circulating police officer 
contact information.  He stated that he welcomed contact from members at any 
time on any issues they wished to raise.  After the presentation the following 
questions were asked and responded to as noted. 

 
4.1.1 Mrs Y Craig 
 Domestic Violence 
 
Mrs Y Craig thanked police officers for the speed control measures put in place  
at Annahilt.  She then referred to Domestic Violence and asked what the 
Partnership could do to help support positive outcomes for domestic violence 
interventions. 
 

 Superintendent D Beck responded that there were a number of victims who 
declined intervention support.  He advised that ongoing discussions were taking 
place between the Women’s Aid Domestic Violence Worker and police officers 
and that awareness raising measures would be taken forward when Covid-19 
permitted.  The PCSP Manager highlighted the funding proposal for the Onus 
project which, she stated, was a domestic violence project and undertook to look 
at this in conjunction with the Domestic Violence Worker.  She also reminded 
members that the PCSP currently funded the Domestic Violence Worker post 
and that it was maybe now time to revisit the possibility of this becoming a core 
funded post. 
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 4.1.2 Councillor A Ewing 
   Road Traffic Issues 
 
 Councillor A Ewing referred to the Causeway End Road and highlighted traffic 

issues asking if measures could be taken to address speeding on the road.  He 
also referred to congestion at Warren Park asking if these issues could also be 
looked at as the situation had deteriorated since schools had returned. 

 
 He proposed that a letter be sent from the Partnership to Mr G Salmon, 

Department for Infrastructure (Roads) seeking a review of the speed limit on the 
Causeway End Road as he considered that it was not a suitable road to have a 
speed limit of 60 mph, he felt that a 30 mph speed limit would be more suitable at 
the location. 

 
 Superintendent D Beck stated that he would be happy to arrange a site meeting 

at Causeway End Road to see what measures could be considered.  Regarding 
Warren Park he advised that consideration of this location was ongoing and 
partners were attempting to find a resolution to the issues.  He advised that a site 
meeting had been planned for the following day and assured that there was 
regular enforcement at the location however this had so far only resulted in a 
temporary improvement. 

 
 4.1.2 Mr J Bentley 
   Burglary and Road Worthiness of Vehicles 
 
 Mr Bentley asked whether there was a pattern evident regarding the time of day 

burglaries were taking place.  He also wished to ask whether police were 
inspecting cars to ascertain their roadworthiness in the light of the fact that MOT 
tests had been suspended. 

 
 Superintendent D Beck responded that there usually was a pattern to burglaries.  

He advised that during the peak of the Covid-19 emergency burglaries tended to 
be night time opportunistic incidents however, now that people were returning to 
the workplace, burglaries were taking place during the day as houses became 
empty.  He urged those present to encourage their friends, neighbours and 
community contacts to be vigilant. 

 
 Regarding the roadworthiness of cars, he agreed that this was a concern.  He 

advised that the Minister was on record stating that it was hoped to re-instate 
MOT tests soon and advised that he had not seen any evidence to indicate that 
roadworthiness was contributing to accidents.  He stated that officers were 
vigilant, particularly with HGV vehicles. 

 
 Mr Bentley thanked the Superintendent for his response and highlighted that he 

had become aware of significant use of space saver tyres. 
 
 4.1.3 Mrs P Leeson 
   Youth Diversion and format of the Police Crime Report 
  
 Mrs P Leeson thanked Superintendent Beck for a focused report.  She referred 

to Youth Diversion and asked whether there would soon be a move towards the 
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return of face to face meetings as she was aware that these had not been 
happening due to the ongoing Coronavirus situation.  She then referred to the 
format of the Police Crime Report asking whether comparison figures with other 
areas would be included in future reports as had been the case in the past. 

 
 Chief Superintendent D Beck stated that attempts were being made to progress 

towards the return of face to face Youth Diversion meetings and confirmed that 
comparison figures within the report could be provided in future. 

 
 4.1.4 Councillor N Anderson 
   Road Traffic Issues 
 
 Councillor N Anderson advised that he wished to second the proposal made 

earlier in the meeting by Councillor A Ewing who had proposed that the 
Partnership write to the Department for Infrastructure (Roads) requesting a 
reduction in the speed limit on the Causeway End Road.  He wished to request 
that the Department also be asked to consider reducing the speed limits on the 
Hillsborough Road in Carryduff, at Drumalig and on the Ballynahinch Road. 

 
 Superintendent D Beck undertook to liaise directly with Councillor Anderson in 

this regard. 
 
 4.1.5 Councillor A Gowan 
   20 mph zone at schools and the Domestic Violence Support Worker 
 
 Councillor A Gowan said that the Neighbourhood Policing Team in his area 

provided an excellent service and advised that he was contacted on a regular 
basis by police officers.  He stated that feedback from the community would also 
confirm that residents considered that police were now more visible in the area.  
He referred to the fact that it had been announced that the speed limit at some 
school locations would be reducing to 20mph and wished to highlight that this 
would require enforcement. 

 
 He referred to the Domestic Violence Support Worker and voiced his support for 

the core funding of this post and stated that he felt the Partnership should pursue 
this. 

 
 The PCSP Manager reminded members that this post was now fully funded by 

the PCSP.  She updated on the fact that requests to core fund the post had been  
persued in the past but, due to the fact that the request had cross-cut Ministerial 
responsibilities, issues had arisen and progress had not been made. 

 
 Councillor A Gowan then commended police for recent successes they had 

achieved in relation to drugs seizures. 
 
 Superintendent Beck stated that he was committed to increasing visibility of 

neighbourhood officers and hoped that there had been some success.  He 
outlined the levels of drug activity in the area and how they could be addressed.  
He said that he fully supported Councillor Gowan’s comments on the Domestic 
Violence Support Worker post and undertook to liaise with the PCSP Manager to 
take this forward. 
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 4.1.6 The Chairman, Councillor A Swan 
   Domestic Violence 
 
 The Chairman, Councillor A Swan, asked whether the PSNI continued to have 

Domestic Violence Officers amongst its officers. 
 
 Superintendent D Beck responded that this was the case and that they tended to 

take on board high level cases with lower level cases being progressed by local 
officers and that both were supplemented by the Domestic Violence Worker. 

 
 4.1.7 Miss A Twomey 
   Domestic Violence and drugs 
 
 Miss A Twomey thanked Superintendent D Beck for support which she 

personally had received from police. 
 
 She stated that it was her understanding that the Department for Justice was 

currently considering the funding of Domestic Violence Advocates and she 
echoed support for the importance of core funding the Domestic Violence Worker 
post.  She stated that she felt that, as the Covid-19 emergency returned to 
normal, victims of domestic violence will begin to reach out for help.  She also 
stated that it was important not to overlook male victims. 

 
 She then referred to drugs and asked what these were? 
 
 Superintendent D Beck advised that these were mainly cannabis with some 

cocaine and to a lesser extent heroin, he said that he was very concerned at the 
sharing of prescription drugs. 

 
 4.1.8 Councillor R Carlin 
   Flags 
 
 Councillor R Carlin stated that he also concurred with comments made in relation 

to the Domestic Violence Worker post. 
 
 He also wished to highlight the issue of flags, particularly in the Newtownbreda 

area, which appeared to have increased recently.  He wondered if anything could 
be done to prevent this as it could be viewed as a form of intimidation. 

 
 Superintendent D Beck responded that if a hate crime was perceived then the 

complaint would be treated as such. 
 
 He felt unable to offer a policing solution to the flags issue as this would require a 

cultural shift.  He said that he would welcome a solution but stated that this was 
not solely within his gift.  He reported that there had been no significant parading 
issues this summer but confirmed that there had been some reporting on flags 
issues. 

 
 As there were no more questions for Superintendent D Beck, the Chairman, 

Councillor A Swan thanked him for his report. 
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4.2 Applications for Funding under £500 
 
The Committee were advised and noted that projects at Ballymacash, Hill Street, 
Seymour Hill & Conway and Dundonald had been verbally approved during the 
summer recess by the PCSP Chairman.  It was agreed that the following funding 
applications be formally approved: 
 

• Knockmore Community Association (Sept) via PSNI NPT - £500 
• Ballymacash Regeneration Network (11 July) via PSNI NPT - £500 
• Ballymacash Regeneration Network (12 July) via PSNI NPT - £500 
• Hill Street Residents (Sept) via PSNI NPT - £500 
• Seymour Hill and Conway CA (12 July) via PSNI NPT - £500 
• Dundonald FC Bagit Project (Summer) via PSNI NPT - £500 

 
 

4.3 Applications for Funding over £500 
 
The Committee was advised that the following applications for funding over £500 
had been received.  Members were advised that all of the above projects came 
under the Anti-social Behaviour stream of the Action Plan and were funded in 
accordance with that budget.  After consideration of information provided by way 
of a verbal update on the projects, it was agreed that the projects be approved. 
 

• Damask Outreach Group – Summer Intervention and Outreach to reduce 
anti-social behaviour in the Low Road, Hilden, Blue Bridge, Tow Path 
areas of Lisburn 0 £4,045.00. 

• Dreamscheme NI – Provide a drop-in centre and outreach to reduce anti-
social behaviour in the Four Winds, Cairnshill Playing Fields, Colby Park 
and Carryduff (vicinity of Lough Moss) - £5,000.00. 

• Rework at Inspire Business Centre, Dundonald – Provide a coaching and 
mentoring project to young people from the Lisburn City area - £2,000.00. 

• Onus – Provide a Safe Church Scheme for Domestic Violence Awareness 
Training across Lisburn & Castlereagh - £2,225.00. 

 
4.4 Neighbourhood Watch Schemes 
 
The Committee was advised and noted that Neighbourhood Watch Schemes 
continued to grow across the council area with a further 8 new schemes being 
launched since March 2020.  The new schemes were located in: 
 

• Riverside  Court, Glenavy 
• Glen River Mews, Glenavy 
• Killultagh Rise, Glenavy 
• Main Street, Glenavy 
• Millar’s Lane Glenavy 
• Old School Mews, Glenavy 
• Baronscourt Road, Carryduff 
• Hillsborough Old Road, Lisburn 
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 It was further highlighted and noted that additional new schemes were currently 
 being  progressed at Station Road, Lambeg Road, Priory Crescent in Lambeg, 
 Drumlough and Mountview Drive. 

 
4.5 Anti-Social Behaviour 
 
The Committee was advised that since Covid-19 restrictions have been 
implemented there had been a significant increase in anti-social behaviour 
reports to the Council affecting areas including Station Road Play Park and Tom 
Robinson Park Lambeg, Low Road, Hilden Village, Blue Bridge and Knockmore 
Playing Fields, Duncan’s Dam, Lough Moss, Carryduff Village, Lets Go Hydro, 
Carryduff, Four Winds and Cairnshill Playing Fields.  In some instances there 
were reports of criminal damage, arson attacks, arranged fights and sectarian 
attacks.  A number of site meetings were held involving PCSP Officers, PSNI, 
Elected Members, LCCC Parks and Amenities, community groups and local 
residents. 
 
It was also highlighted that due to furlough, there was a reduction in outreach 
capacity from some of the established community groups however local 
Neighbourhood Policing Teams, Lisburn Safe and Damask were extremely 
proactive which has resulted in reduced incidents in those areas.  The PSNI 
activated a joint protocol with the EA, who deployed their Youth Workers into 
hotspot areas and a number of Neighbourhood Watch and Park Watch schemes 
are currently being progressed as a result of this collaborative approach. 
 
Members were also reminded of the findings, in 2019, of the LCCC Youth 
Council ASB survey where it was identified that young people identified less 
structured spaces to meet with friends and peers as an alternative to socialising 
in ASB ‘hot spots’ and that offering food remains a key element of young 
peoples’ social experiences.  As a response to the survey findings the Exodus 
premises had been identified as a suitable location to use as a drop in facility in 
the City.  Members were advised that due to Covid-19 the facility was currently 
closed but it was hoped that the project could be revisited when safe to do so. 
 
The above information was noted by the Committee. 
 
4.6 Park Watch 
 
Members of the Committee had been provided with information Park Watch, what 
it was and its roles and responsibilities.  They were advised that it was proposed 
that Park Watch was initially rolled out across the council area as follows: 
 

• McKees Dam, Hillsborough 
• Moira Demesne 
• Wallace Park 
• Cairnshill Playing Fields 

 
 Examples of signage and literature had been provided and it was agreed that the 
 Partnership agree to the implementation of Park Watch in the above named 
 parks and all associated expenditure for signage and literature. 
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 4.7 Project Support Programme 
 
The Committee was advised that a panel had met on Wednesday 12 August 
2020 to assess the applications received for the PCSPs annual Project Support 
Programme. They were provided with a report on the outcome of the assessment 
panel and noted that the total award recommended was £52,159.00 with 12 
applications receiving funding as outlined in the circulated Report. 
 
It was agreed that the report of the outcome of the assessment panel be 
approved as circulated and that the groups be notified accordingly. 
 
4.8 Inpartnership 
 
Members noted the information contained within the latest edition of the 
Inpartnership magazine as issued by the Northern Ireland Policing Board (NIPB).. 
 
4.9 Citywatch 
 
The Committee were provided with a report from City Watch as circulated by 
Lisburn Commerce Against Crime, the content of which was noted. 
 
4.10 Lisburn & Castlereagh PCSP Action Plan 
 
The Committee had been provided with a copy of the PCSP Action Plan as 
outlined and approved by members at a Zoom briefing held on 1 July 2020.  
They were advised that a formal record of approval was required for the 
purposes of the Minutes and the implementation of actions. 
 
It was agreed that the PCSP Action Plan, as agreed by members at a Zoom 
briefing held on 1 July 2020, be formally approved. 
 
4.11 Speed Indicator Devices 
 
The Committee had been provided with an updated list of the 16 sites where the 
above devices were currently situated.  They were advised that within the current 
procurement framework there was scope and budget to purchase a further 6 
which would complete all of the outstanding sites where such signs are to be 
located namely: 
 

• Hillsborough Road Lough Moss 
• Ballyskeagh Road, Drumbeg 
• Soldierstown Road, Aghalee 
• Glenavy Road, Lisburn at Johnston Park 
• Ballynahinch Road, Dromara 
• Derriaghy Road, Milltown 

 
 After consideration of the above, it was agreed that the six SIDS referred to 
 are purchased and installed at the sites outlined. 
 
 Councillor M Guy thanked officers for ongoing work done in her area and sought 
 clarification on whether the SIDS were mobile or not as she was aware of other 
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 locations which would benefit from their installation. The PCSP Manager 
 explained the history of the erection of the SIDS stating that bespoke poles had 
 been required by the Department for Infrastructure and therefore they were not 
 able to be re-located as had been the original intention.  She undertook to liaise 
 with Councillor Guy offline regarding the other locations. 
 
 Councillor S Skillen wished to suggest the Dunlady Road in Dundonald as a 
 possible location for a SID and voiced her disappointment that it had not been 
 possible to install one on the Comber Road.  She said she was generally 
 disappointed that there were not more SIDS located in the Castlereagh side of 
 the borough.  
 
 Councillor N Anderson said that he was supportive of the project but wished to 
 refer to City Watch, which had been discussed earlier in the meeting and wished 
 to ask that City Watch be contacted to see if their work could be extended into 
 the Castlereagh side of the borough.  The PCSP Manager responded that it was 
 her understanding that the Council was undertaking a strategic review of its 
 CCTV and that pending this, a moratorium on expenditure on CCTV was now in 
 place,  she suggested to Councillor Anderson that, in light of the review, his 
 request might be best progressed through the Council’s Development 
 Committee. 
 
 Councillor A Gowan, returning to the subject of SIDS, stated that this represented 
 the PCSP delivering on community concerns and he asked if other locations 
 could be considered. 
 
 The PCSP Manager responded that the budget for this financial year was now 
 complete however there may be opportunities for some budget re-allocation later 
 in the year, she confirmed that there should be scope for additional locations to 
 be provided for in next year’s budget. 
 
 Councillor A Gowan suggested the Halftown Road and the Magheraconluce 
 Road as locations he would like to be considered for future SIDS.  He then 
 highlighted a potential distortion of data which he considered might be 
 caused by SIDS being located close to a cross roads. 
 
 The PCSP Manager advised of the process for locating the devices and the 
 criteria to be met but said that positioning could be looked at again. 
 
 The Chairman, Councillor A Swan stated that it was unfortunate that the devices 
 were not mobile. 
 
 Mr J Bentley asked whether speed cameras could not be put in place to self-fund 
 the project and Superintendent D Beck responded that the project was one which 
 was educational in nature and was designed to encourage members of the 
 community to adhere to the speed limit in the area.  He did acknowledge that the 
 data produced could be used to inform the siting of speed enforcement tools. 
 
 Councillor A McIntyre agreed the project was about education and advised that 
 he would have to leave the meeting due to a conflicting commitment. 
 
 Councillor A McIntyre then left the meeting at 7.50 pm. 
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 At this juncture the PCSP Manager advised that Any Other Business would be 
 taken at this stage as the final item on her report was for Independent Members 
 of the Partnership only. 
 
  
5. Any Other Business 
 
 5.1 Councillor T Mitchell 
  Location of drugs disposal bins 
 
 Councillor T Mitchell asked if there was any update on the location of the drugs 
 disposal bins as asked by him at the last meeting in February 2020. 
 
 The PCSP Officer (JB) updated on this explaining the impact of Covid-19 and the 
 fact that a resolution was currently being sought. 
 
 5.2 Councillor S Skillen 
  Commendation – Mr S Addley 
 
 Councillor S Skillen wished to commend the PCSP Officer, Stephen Addley who 
 had been of great assistance in recent months whilst working on a Community 
 Services Covid-19 Support Programme. 
 
 At this stage Elected Members and Superintendent D Beck left the meeting and 
 the remaining item of business was dealt with by the Independent Members of 
 the Partnership only. 
 
 
 5.3 Election of PCSP Vice-Chairman 2020/21 (Independent Members only) 
 
  

(Item 4.12 of the PCSP Manager’s Report refers) 
 
The PCSP Manager advised that, in line with legislation, the independent 
members must appoint a Vice Chairman from among its membership.  It was 
agreed that this be agreed among the independent members rather than 
performing a formal voting process. 
 
The PCSP Manager then explained the responsibilities of the role and Miss A 
Twomey volunteered to take it on.  After consideration it was proposed by Ms A 
Landa, seconded by Mr J McBurney and agreed that Miss A Twomey be 
appointed to the position of Vice-Chairman of the PCSP for the 2020/21 year. 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 7.55 pm. 
 
 
 
 
             
                Chairman 


	LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL
	1. Apologies
	2. Minutes
	It was proposed seconded and agreed as outlined below that the following Minutes as circulated be confirmed and signed:
	3. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest

