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LISBURN AND CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Public Meeting of the Policing and Community Safety 
Partnership held in Anahilt Primary School on Tuesday 19 November 2019 at 
7.00 pm 

 

 
 
PRESENT: 
 

 
Councillor A Ewing (Chairman) 
Councillor A McIntyre  
Councillor A Gowan 
Councillor T Mitchell 
Councillor S Skillen 
Mr M Busch 
Mrs Y Craig 
Ms D Hancock 
 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

PCSP Manager 
PCSP Officer (JB) 
Member Services Officer 
Administration Officer 
 
Designated Organisations 
Superintendent D Beck, Police Service of Northern Ireland 
Chief Inspector J Wilson, Police Service of  Northern Ireland 
Ms E Millar, Education Authority 
 

 
Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, the Chairman, Councillor A Ewing, welcomed 
those present to the meeting extending a particular welcome to members of the public.  
He outlined how the meeting would progress and advised that the PSNI had chosen this 
meeting to announce details of a new structure which had been put in place to deliver 
Neighbourhood Policing throughout the area.   
 
1. Apologies 
 

It was agreed to accept an apology for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf 
of Councillor A Swan, Mr P Dean and Mr P Thompson. 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
 
 No declarations of interest were made. 

 
 

4. PSNI Overview on Crime 
 

Superintendent D Beck provided those attending with information in respect of 
the six month Crime Statistics Report for the Lisburn and Castlereagh City 
Council area as at 30 September 2019. Copies of the report had been made 
available to those attending. 
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(Councillor S Skillen arrived at 7.01 and Councillor T Mitchell at 7.05). 
 
 
Superintendent D Beck highlighted the following salient points: 
 

• There had been a fall in the overall crime figure which was down by 1% 
and he felt that this was due to hard work and focused actions 

• Incidents of Violence Against the Person had fallen by 5% 
• Sexual crime had fallen by 19% 
• There had been an increase in theft and officers were working with 

Lisburn Commerce Against Crime and the Prime Prevention Officer to 
address this, burglaries had also risen 

• There had been an overall decrease in those injured or killed on the roads 
• He advised that later in the meeting Chief Inspector J Wilson would be 

delivering a presentation on the new Neighbourhood Policing structure 
• He provided a summary of the work of the Support Hub and 

acknowledged the support received for this project from the Council and 
the other agencies involved 

• He also acknowledged research work carried out by the Youth Council 
and the Education Authority which, he stated, would provide valuable 
information for stake-holders as they seek ways to tackle anti-social 
behaviour in the area.  

 
The Chairman, Councillor A Ewing, advised those attending that the Policing and 
Community Safety Partnership had progressed the installation of the Speed 
Indication Device which was located in the village stating that he felt it was 
having a positive contribution towards Road Safety in the area. 
 
Superintendent D Beck then proceeded to progress through the Report taking 
questions from the floor at appropriate intervals. 
 
The following questions were raised: 
 
 
4.1 Neighbourhood Policing Team Structure 
 Mr Edwin Poots MLA 
 
Mr Poots referred to recent comments from the Chief Constable who had stated 
that he planned to increase the numbers of officers working within the 
community, he asked for information on how this would be carried out locally. 
 
Superintendent D Beck stated that Chief Inspector J Wilson would be delivering a 
presentation on the new Neighbourhood Policing Structure at a later stage in the 
meeting. 
 
4.2 Support Hub 
 A member of the public 
 
A member of the public referred to the Support Hub and asked whether it could 
provide more proactive assistance and intervene before events actually took 
place. 
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Superintendent D Beck outlined the services provided by the Support Hub stating 
that the intention was that it would identify core issues and initiate early 
intervention.  He stated that this would, however, take some time to work 
through.  He advised that not all of the referrals were related to crime, many were 
regarding other issues but this was a multi-agency group and it was hoped that 
attention would be drawn to issues at an earlier stage.   
 
At this stage Chief Inspector Wilson provided information by way of considered 
examples on the successes achieved by a similar Support Hub in another area 
which he felt best illustrated the work of the Support Hub and the potential it 
provided. 
 
The questioner concurred that this work was very important. 
 
4.3 Cold Calling 
 Mr Gordon Fletcher and another member of the public 
 
Mr G Fletcher asked who should be informed if cold callers ignored the signage 
erected by householders. 
 
Superintendent D Beck replied that this should be reported to police who would 
advise Trading Standards. 
 
Another member of the public asked whether there was a correlation between 
physical, telephone and internet cold calling. 
 
Superintendent D Beck responded that there was no definitive link however it 
was important to send a strong message in any of these circumstances. 
 
Mr Fletcher then asked whether cold/nuisance calls could be traced but was 
advised that this was very difficult. 
 
4.5 Burglary 
 Mr M Busch 
 
Mr M Busch asked whether it was true that a burglary rarely happened without 
the property being checked out first. 
 
Superintendent D Beck said that this was not the case and that burglaries were 
often randomly carried out. 
 
4.6 ATM Robberies 
 The Chairman, Councillor A Ewing 
 
The Chairman, Councillor A Ewing, referred to the recent series of ATM 
robberies and asked for an update. 
 
Superintendent D Beck stated that there were a number of organised crime 
gangs and a lot of time and effort had gone into the process of investigating and 
trying to prevent these.   He updated on the response to one of the local 
incidents. 
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4.7 Contacting Police 
 A member of the public 
 
A member of the public asked what the best way was to contact police. 
 
Chief Inspector D Beck advised that if a crime was in progress or there was an 
emergency situation the number 999 should be used.  In other circumstances the 
number 101 should be used. 
 
The questioner went on to outline an occasion when he had experienced a delay 
in being able to get through on the 101 number. 
 
Chief Inspector D Beck said that most calls were handled promptly however that 
had not been the case in this instance.  He said that the service was reviewed on 
as ongoing basis and that systems and procedures were updated in an effort to 
improve the service. 
 
A member of the public asked whether reporting could be done on line and was 
advised that it could be but that this would be a slower response. 
 
4.8 Speed Indication Device 
 Mr Edwin Poots MLA 
 
Mr Edwin Poots MLA asked whether the Speed Indication Device data could be 
used by police. 
 
Superintendent D Beck responded that the information could be used to inform 
police work and provide evidence based deployment. 
 
4.9 Driving whilst under the influence of drugs or alcohol 
 Member of the Public 
 
A member of the public asked for information on the process used to ascertain 
whether a driver was under the influence of drugs or alcohol and Superintendent 
D Beck summarised this process. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor A Ewing, then asked whether there was a safe amount 
of alcohol to consume before driving or whether it was best to not drink at all and 
Superintendent D Beck responded that the message delivered to the community 
was that it was safer not to consume any alcohol before driving. 
 
4.10 Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) 
 Councillor A Gowan 
 
Councillor A Gowan referred to the SID and stated that this should not be used 
as an alternative to officers on the ground, he advised that the community in 
Anahilt still wanted visible policing.  He went on to say that in the last three years 
parents had only witnessed police attending the school once regarding speeding 
incidents whereas incidents of speeding at the school were frequent. 
 
Superintendent D Beck responded that SIDs were not a replacement for officers 
presence rather they were used to enhance driving and provide information.  He 
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said that the new Neighbourhood Sergeant was present at the meeting and 
would take the comments made on board. 
 
4.11 Statistics re Driving Offences 
 A member of the public 
 
A member of the public referred to the statistics for driving offences and 
commented that these were quite low, particularly in respect of driving without 
insurance. 
 
Superintendent D Beck responded that the focus was not to hand out lots of 
tickets but was to educate drivers and improve their driving. 
 
4.12 Erection of SIDs 
 Mr Gordon Fletcher 
 
Mr G Fletcher asked why there had been so much red tape to be overcome in 
getting the SIDs erected. 
 
Superintendent D Beck responded that it had taken a fair bit of work but that it 
was important to ensure that the signs were erected in the proper manner. 
 
The PCSP Manager updated on plans to erect more Speed Indicator Devices in 
the Council area and stated that without assistance from the Department for 
Infrastructure they would not have been able to erect them.  She advised that 
she was hopeful that the Department were in the process of developing a policy 
to be used in the future erection of permanently located speed indicator devices. 
 
She also summarised the data extracted from the Anahilt SID and advised that it 
would indicate that average speeding in the area had not been particularly 
excessive, between 30 and 40 mph.  She advised those attending that the 
information could be made available to residents if requested. 
 
(Councillor S Skillen left the meeting at 8.12pm) 
 
A member of the public highlighted the use of cameras in other areas to manage 
traffic violations.   He then referred to Anahilt and asked at what stage the data 
would dictate that further action was required. 
 
Superintendent D Beck explained that this was new technology but that it was 
going to provide evidence.  This meant that work could be done within local 
communities to build and develop on it. 
 
4.13 Designated Driver Scheme 
 A member of the public 
 
A member of the public asked whether it would be possible to promote a 
designated driver scheme with local hostelries. 
 
Superintendent D Beck confirmed that this had been done in the past. 
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 Presentation on the new Neighbourhood Policing Structure 
 

 At this stage Superintendent D Beck invited Chief Inspector J Wilson to deliver a 
 presentation on the new Neighbourhood Policing Structure and with the aid of a 
 visual presentation Chief Inspector Wilson outlined the plans for the policing 
 of neighbourhoods in the area. 
 
 He advised that from 11 November 2019 there would be three separate teams 
 policing Lisburn City, Lisburn Rural and Castlereagh neighbourhoods and that 
 these would operate on a two shift rota basis.  He provided information on the 
 breakdown of numbers and ranks in each team and the names of the officers 
 involved. 
 
 He explained that this was an opportunity to work closely with neighbourhoods 
 and partners and that there were already examples of successes.  He outlined 
 how the teams would be managed and how targets would be set and gave 
 examples of how partnership working would be enhanced. 
 
 He then went on to refer to the Support Hub and advised that an additional two 
 officers had been allocated to it. 
 
 He then invited questions from those attending and the following questions were 
 asked: 
 
 4.14 Diversion to other duties 
  Mr Gordon Fletcher 
 
 Mr Fletcher asked whether there was a risk that these officers would be diverted 
 to other duties. 
 
 Chief Inspector J Wilson responded that he was hopeful that this could be 
 managed and kept to a minimum however it had to be acknowledged that it may 
 happen during major events but the goal was to have the officers within the 
 Community as much as possible. 
 
 Superintendent D Beck acknowledged this challenge and considered it could be 
 managed.  He stated that the situation would be monitored and that the PCSP 
 would be advised and kept updated. 
 
 Mr Fletcher then suggested a meeting with Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators 
 in December to update them on the changes. 
 
 4.15 Recent Car Thefts 
  Mr E Arnold 
    

Mr E Arnold advised of recent car thefts which he had been made aware of and 
sought an update. 
 
Superintendent D Beck confirmed that these were thefts of keyless entry vehicles 
and outlined that CID were co-ordinating the investigations centrally and Crime 
Prevention were providing advice to concerned householders and victims of such 
crimes. 
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He recommended the use of Faraday pouches to protect keyless car fobs and 
advised the community to be vigilant. 
 
4.16 Speed Limit 
 Mr James Mawhinney 
 
Mr J Mawhinney asked for information on the tolerance applied to speeding 
incidents and highlighted speeding problems on the Magheraconluce Road 
asking how the community could initiate traffic management procedures in the 
area. 
 
Superintendent D Beck stated that he did not wish to comment on the first part of 
the question but stated that the instigation of traffic management procedures was 
a matter of repeatedly raising concerns and felt that a site meeting to take this 
forward might be beneficial. 
 
4.17 Speed indication of vehicles 
 A member of the public 
 
A member of the public asked which was the most accurate indicator of speed, 
the car’s speedometer or the satellite navigation system. 
 
Superintendent D Beck responded that both of these devices were a guide to 
speed however the speed at which you are detected driving by police would be 
the most accurate speed. 
 
4.18 Neighbourhood Policing Structure 
 Mr Edwin Poots MLA 
 
Mr Edwin Poots MLA stated that he welcomed the new Neighbourhood Policing 
structure and urged those present to advise the community of the information 
shared at the meeting.  He requested contact numbers for officers and was 
advised by Superintendent D Beck that the process for contacting officers was 
currently being worked upon. 
 
4.19 Driving through red lights 
 A member of the public 
 
A member of the public referred to drivers driving through red lights and asked 
when the law against this would be enforced. 
 
Superintendent D Beck responded that this was being enforced and that only a 
limited number of traffic lights had cameras fitted.  He stated that police could not 
be present at all traffic lights and junctions and that police time had to be 
effectively managed. 
 
At the conclusion of the question and answer session Superintendent D Beck 
advised that the PSNI would be recruiting officers in January and he encouraged 
members of the community to consider it as a career. 
 
He also stated that Neighbourhood Policing offiers were available to speak to 
members of the community at the conclusion of the meeting. 
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Conclusion of the Meeting 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting and as there was no further business, the Chairman, 
Councillor A Ewing, thanked those present for attending.  He extended particular thanks 
to police for attending and delivering their report. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 8.55 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
                 Chairman 


	LISBURN AND CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL
	Commencement of the Meeting

	Designated Organisations
	3. Declarations of Interest
	No declarations of interest were made.

