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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Policing and Community Safety Partnership, 
held in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, on 15 May 2018, at 5.39 
pm 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor A McIntyre (Chairman) 
Alderman M Henderson MBE 
Alderman G Rice MBE 
Councillor S Carson 
Councillor B Hanvey 
Councillor J Palmer  
Councillor A Redpath 
Mr M Busch 
Mrs Y Craig 
Mr P Dean 
Ms D Hancock 
Ms N Kirk 
Ms P Leeson 
Ms C McCullough 
 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Head of Central Support Services 
PCSP Manager 
Member Services Officer 
 
Designated Organisations 
 

Superintendent S Wright, Police Service of Northern Ireland 
Chief Inspector L Dobson, Police Service of Northern Ireland 
Ms M Meehan, Education Authority 
Station Commander R Allan, Northern Ireland Fire and 
Rescue Service,  
Mr G Flynn, Northern Ireland Housing Executive 
Mr Chris Davies, Probation Board For Northern Ireland 
 
In Attendance 
 
Ms Alison Holdsworth, Lisburn Safe 
Mr Dennis Paisley, Lisburn Safe 
Mrs Siobhan Graham, Women’s Aid 
Mrs Vicki Kearney, Women’s Aid 

 
 
The Chairman, Councillor A McIntyre, welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
1. Apologies 
 

It was agreed that apologies be recorded on behalf of Alderman D Drysdale, 
Councillors U Mackin and M Tolerton, and Kelvin Doherty, Youth Justice Agency 
NI. 
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2. Minutes 
 

It was agreed that the following Minutes, as circulated, be approved and signed 
as outlined below: 

 
(i) Minutes of the Private Meeting of the PCSP held on 20 March 2018 

(Proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor S Carson). 
 

(ii) Minutes of the Public Meeting of the Policing Committee held on 17 April 
2018 (Proposed by Councillor J Palmer, seconded by Ms C McCullough). 

 
The PCSP Manager stated that Councillor A Redpath had not been noted as 
being in attendance in the minutes of the meeting held on 17 April 2017 and it 
was agreed the minutes be amended to include his name accordingly. 
 

3. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 
 

The Chairman, Councillor A McIntyre, invited the Partnership to declare any 
Interests they might have in relation to the business of the meeting. 

 
During the course of the meeting, the following Declarations of Interest were 
made: 
 

 Mr M Busch declared an interest in item 16 of the Manager’s report 
‘Lisburn commerce Against Crime’, on the basis that he was a member of 
the Board. 

 Mr P Dean declared an interest item 1 of the Manager’s report ‘Lisburn 
Safe’, on the basis that he was a Committee Member. 

 Mr P Dean declared an interest in item 12 of the Manager’s report ‘The 
Welcome Project’, on the basis that he was a Committee Member. 

 Mr P Dean declared an interest in item 16 of the Manager’s report ‘Lisburn 
Commerce Against Crime’, on the basis that he was a Director. 

 
4. Lisburn Safe 
 
 The Chairman welcomed Ms Alison Holdsworth and Mr Dennis Paisley from 

Lisburn Safe to the meeting and with the aid of power point, they provided a 
presentation on the following: 

 

 Background to Lisburn Safe 

 The Vision 

 Bar chart detailing types of crimes comparison 2017/2018 

 Safe Project Management 

 Aims & Objectives 

 How Lisburn Safe supports other groups/agencies 

 Inputs & Outputs 

 Funding Requirements 
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 During the delivery of the presentation the following Members entered the 
meeting at 5:52 pm – Mr M Busch, Ms Y Craig, Ms D Hancock, Ms P Leeson, 
and Councillor A Redpath. 

 
Following their presentation, the Chairman suggested to the representatives that 
they contact the Recovery College who offer free counselling which are available 
to anyone with an interest in mental health and wellbeing.  The Chairman agreed 
to pass on information to the representatives. 
 
There being no other questions, the Chairman thanked the representatives from 
Lisburn Safe for their presentation and they left the meeting at 5:57 pm. 
 
Alderman M Henderson left the meeting at 5:57 pm. 

 
5. Women’s Aid - Domestic Violence Liaison Officer Project 
 
 The Chairman welcomed Mrs Siobhan Graham and Mrs Vicki Kearney from 

Women’s Aid to the meeting who provided a presentation on the work delivered 
and the service provided by Women’s Aid to the community in the last 12 months 
and action plans for the forthcoming year.  With the aid of power point the 
presentation included information as outlined below: 

 

 The origins of the co-located post 

 Main key areas of involvement 

 The aims and objectives 

 Statistical information on women’s journey over the year 

 Referrals – 2016/17 270 women and 303 children have been referred into 
the service 

 Examples of case studies 

 Benefits to children and families 

 Positive outcomes of joint working 
 
A question and answer session followed during which the following issues were 
raised and responses provided: 
 

 Time period for which support is provided 

 Positive change in the relationship with victims with particular emphasis on 
children communicating with the Police 

 Increase of charges being brought through the Criminal Justice process 

 Funding support other than PCSP 

 The process of referrals from police officers to the liaison officer  
 
 The Chairman thanked the representatives from Women’s Aid for their 

presentation and they left the meeting at 6.32 pm. 
 
6. Report of PCSP Manager 
 
 It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the PCSP Manager be 

adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below, and other items noted. 
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 6.1 Lisburn Safe 
 
 It was noted that this item had been considered earlier in the meeting at item 4. 
 
 6.2 Women’s Aid - Domestic Violence Liaison Officer Project 
 
 It was noted that this item had been considered earlier in the meeting at item 5. 
 
 Mr P Dean left the meeting at 6:33 pm and returned at 6:37 pm. 
 
 6.3 Update from Statutory Organisations 
 
 The following updates from Statutory Organisation representatives were provided 

and information noted. 
 

(a)  Mr G Flynn, NI Housing Executive (NIHE) 
 

Mr Flynn introduced himself and advised that he was deputising for Mr A 
Hannaway, who could not be in attendance at the meeting.  
 
Mr Flynn provided a verbal update on a meeting the NIHE had with the 
Welcome Project regarding funding opportunities.  He confirmed that 
arrangements were being made to ensure a safe environment regarding the 
forthcoming bonfire season and that NIHE officials were actively visiting 
bonfire sites.  Mr Flynn updated the Partnership on a recent attack to a 
property in the Old Warren Estate and the PSNI officials provided further 
clarity on this matter. 
 

(b) Chief Inspector L Dobson, PSNI 
 

Chief Inspector L Dobson updated the Partnership on forthcoming events, 
namely the Balmoral Show, Commemorative Parades and the Ulster Grand 
Prix. 
 
Councillor A Redpath asked if the Police were in receipt of information which 
would indicate a successful parading season and was advised that the first 
two parades had gone off largely without incident. 
 
Councillor S Carson asked if the police had been aware of republican 
chanting at Down Royal Racecourse on Monday and was advised that no 
incidents of this nature had been reported. 
 
Councillor S Carson also asked if there was an update in respect of road 
closures for community events.  Superintendent S Wright stated that 
organisations are solely responsible to request road closures and advised that 
there is legislation in place which is driven by the Council. 
 
Councillor Hanvey referred to three commercial burglaries which had 
occurred in the Carryduff area and asked if there was any correlation with 
these crimes. 
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Chief Inspector L Dobson confirmed there had been commercial burglaries 
across Belfast and other surrounding districts and further advised that the 
police perform an analysis of hotspots and problem areas on a monthly basis 
to ensure officers are deployed accordingly. 
 
Councillor Hanvey further enquired if there was a possibility of returning to 
neighbourhood policing where communities had a dedicated officer stating 
that he had received concerns form the local communities who felt that 
policing within their communities had become more distant. 
 
Alderman G Rice confirmed she had received similar concerns from 
constituents about the lack of visible policing in the area referred to. 
 
Superintendent S Wright stated that the Police Service had reduced the 
number of officers’ from over 13,500 to 6,500 and had faced budget cuts of 
millions of pounds over the past three years.  He said it was impossible for the 
service to match the expectations of the public in respect of neighbourhood 
policing.  He also invited members of the Partnership to view the system in 
place which shows where officers are and over a 24 hour period. 
 
Councillor A McIntrye asked if there had been an update on the plans to 
review the operation of local policing teams and was advised that the review 
was ongoing and would be subject to public consultation.  He thanked the 
Superintendent for his input and the work of his officers in keeping people 
safe acknowledging the concerns raised regarding police visibility.   
 

(c) Ms M Meehan, Education Authority 
 

Ms Meehan provided an update on the extended funding for overheads 
provided by the Education Authority to Glenavy, Lisburn, Castlereagh 
(Ballybeen & Tullycarnet) youth clubs. 

 
An update was also provided on Summer Intervention programmes on behalf 
of the Education Authority. 
 
Ms Meehan responded to Ms Hancock’s concerns on new groups not being 
able to access summer interventions and confirmed that new groups would 
have access in the future. 
 
Ms Meehan declared that she would be retiring from her position as Senior 
Youth Worker for the Education Authority and best wishes were extended to 
her by Members of the Partnership. 
 

(d)  Mr C Davies, Probation Board Northern Ireland 
 

Mr Davies introduced himself and advised that he was deputising for Mr P 
Thompson, who could not be in attendance at the meeting. 
 
Mr Davies advised that despite there being no Minister for Justice at present 
he was delighted to confirm that no cuts had been made to the PBNI budget 
for this year. 
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Mr Davies gave an update in relation to the current operations of the PBNI 
and confirmed he would provide the PCSP Manager with contact details in 
relation to opportunities where offenders could assist in work projects.   
 
Mr Davies provided key facts on probation paid works for offenders and 
stated that programmes are beneficial to offenders and helps reduce crime. 

 
 Station Commander, R Allen entered the meeting at 7:09 pm. 
 

(e)  Station Commander R Allen, NI Fire and Rescue Service 
 

Station Commander, R Allen provided an update in relation to Home Fire 
Safety Checks, Service provided to the hearing and visually impaired and 
Road Traffic Collision Programme aimed at young drivers.  He confirmed 
there had been no update regarding district changes and will keep the 
partnership updated and apologised for arriving late into the meeting. 
 

 Mr M Busch left the meeting at 7:13 pm and returned at 7.19 pm. 
 
 6.4 PCSP Budget 2018/19 
 
 Members were provided with a copy of correspondence from the Department of 

Justice and NI Policing Board which advised that the 2018/19 budget for PCSP 
would be maintained at the same rate as 2017/18. 

 
 The Partnership noted that due to the review of the Northern Ireland Multiple 

Deprivation Measure (NIMDM), Lisburn & Castlereagh PCSP would receive an 
additional £2,000 in the 2018/19 PCSP budget and it would be set at 
£275,114.69. 

 
6.5 Northern Ireland Policing Board Seminar – ‘How Can National Thinking on 

Neighbourhood Policing Delivery Locally?’ 
 
Members were provided with a copy invitation from the Northern Ireland Policing 
Board to attend a seminar entitled ‘How can national thinking on neighbourhood 
policing deliver locally?’.  The seminar would take place on Wednesday 23 May 
2018 from 12:30 pm – 2:00 pm at the Board’s offices at Waterside Tower, 
Belfast.  
 
After consideration of the invitation it was agreed that Members inform the PCSP 
Manager if they wished to attend. 
 
6.6 DoJ News Release – Perceptions of Organised Crime Findings from 

October 2017 Northern Ireland Omnibus Survey 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a Department of Justice news release 
entitled ‘Perceptions of Organised Crime Findings from the October 2017 
Northern Ireland Omnibus Survey’, the contents of which were noted. 
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6.7 Anti-Social Behaviour Legislation Review 
 
Members were provided with a copy of the Department of Justice consultation 
document seeking a response on proposed legislative provisions to address anti-
social behaviour in Northern Ireland. 
 
The closing date for the receipt of responses is Tuesday 12 June 2018. 
 
A draft response to the consultation document was tabled at the meeting and the 
PCSP Manager advised that further feedback for inclusion was awaited from the 
Head of Service Environmental Health. 
 
It was agreed that delegated authority be given to the Officer and Chairman to 
agree the final response subject to feedback from Head of Service for 
Environmental Health. 
 
6.8 Inpartnership 
 
 Members noted the information provided within the April issue of the 

Inpartnership magazine which included an article featuring Kids Court that 
had taken place in Anahilt Primary School. 

 
6.9 Drugs Bin – Glenavy 
 
 It was noted by the Partnership that on the 9th May 2018 a drugs bin had 

been installed in Glenavy adjacent to the youth club.  The facility was 
being supported by the local community, community association and 
church. 

 
6.10 Department for Communities – Fresh Start – Building Confidence in the 

Rule of Law and Embedding a Culture of Lawfulness 
 
 Members noted the correspondence received from the Department for 

Communities which advised that £909 had been transferred to the PCSP 
and agreed that the funding should be used to promote the work of the 
Partnership on building confidence in the rule of law and embedding a 
culture of lawfulness. 

 
6.11 Procedure for Dealing with Police Reports by Lisburn & Castlereagh 

PCSP 
 
 The Partnership noted the correspondence received from the Policing 

Board confirming that the agreed revised procedure for dealing with Police 
reports was in line with the Public Confidentiality Section of the PCSP 
Members’ handbook. 

 
Councillor A Redpath left the meeting at 7:17 pm 
 
6.12 The Welcome Project 
 
 Members were advised that the Welcome Project based in Lisburn had 

recently been declined its core funding from the Executive Office.  The 
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decision was being appealed with an outcome expected in the coming 
months.  Members had been provided with information outlining the work 
of the project and reminded that the project works closely with the 
Partnership assisting with Syrian Refugees and other hate crime 
initiatives.  

 
 It was agreed that the Partnership provide financial assistance of £4,000 

to cover cost of salaries for the next two months which would be refunded 
should the appeal be successful. 

 
6.13 Update from Department of Justice – Tackling Paramilitarism 
 
 Members were provided with an update from the Department of Justice on 

its progress towards promoting a culture of lawfulness.   
The PCSP sub group, having met prior to the meeting, also provided an 
update to the Partnership on the work that had been undertaken with the 
key groups across the City and how these further engagement would be 
progressed. 

  
6.14 Project Support Programme 
 
 Members were reminded that in accordance with the PCSP action plan, 

the PCSP agreed to undertake a Project Support Programme. The 
proposed timescales for the programme were outlined in the Manager’s 
report. 

 
 It was agreed that the timetable for the Project Support Programme be 

approved and the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Alderman G Rice and Mr M 
Busch be appointed to sit on the assessment panel. 

 
6.15 Balmoral Show 
 
 It was noted that the PCSP would be present at the Community Safety 

marquee at the Balmoral Show from the 16 to 19 May 2018.  The stand 
would be placed alongside the PSNI, Tracker NI and Northern Ireland 
Policing Board.  A map was provided to Members outlining the layout of 
the policing and community safety exhibition. 

 
6.16 Lisburn Commerce Against Crime 
 
 Members were provided with a copy of correspondence from Lisburn 

Commerce Against Crime.  It was agreed by the Partnership that the 
request for the Chairman to sit as a Director on its Board would be 
declined. 

 
6.17 Resignation of Independent Member 
 
 The Partnership noted the resignation of Independent Member Rosemary 

Orr from the PCSP with immediate effect, due to health reasons. 
 
 Councillor J Palmer raised a concern that the Partnership had now lost 

two Independent Members.  The PCSP Manager advised that she had 
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raised this matter with the Department of Justice and the Northern Ireland 
Policing Board at the recent governance meetings and they agreed to 
investigate if there was anything they could do in the absence of the Board 
to fill the vacancies.  

 
6.18 Funding Applications for Approval 
 
 It was agreed that the two applications submitted by the PSNI for funding 

of £795 in relation to work with young people in one of its critical 
neighbourhood areas over the summer period be approved. 

 
6.19 Inspection of Policing and Community Safety Partnerships 

 
Members were provided with a communique from the Department of 
Justice and Northern Ireland Policing Board regarding the Inspection of 
Policing and Community Safety Partnerships.  Members had also been 
advised that an Inspector would be in attendance at the public meeting on 
Tuesday 19 June, at 7pm, at Pond Park Primary School.  Members were 
encouraged to attend this meeting. 
 

7. Any Other Business 
 
There being no further business, the meeting terminated at 7:27 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
                Chairman 


