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LISBURN  &  CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Lisburn & Castlereagh Policing and Community 
Safety Partnership held in Dromara Primary School, Dromara on Tuesday, 21 
November, 2017 at 7:07 pm 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor A McIntyre  (Chairman) 
 
Councillor S Carson 
Mr M Busch 
Mrs Y Craig 
Mr P Dean 
Ms D Hancock 
Alderman M Henderson MBE 
Ms P Leeson 
Councillor U Mackin 
Ms R Orr 
 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Head of Central Support Services 
Member Services and PCSP Manager 
PCSP Officer 
Committee Secretary 
 
Designated Organisations 
 
Chief Inspector L Dobson, Police Service of Northern Ireland 
Sergeant D Lucas, Police Service of Northern Ireland 
Mr S McDowell, Northern Ireland Fire & Rescue Service 
Mrs M Meehan, South Eastern Education and Library Board 
 

 
Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, the Chairman, Councillor A McIntyre, welcomed 
those present to the meeting which, he advised, would be themed on antisocial 
behaviour and fear of crime, as well as incorporating the six monthly performance report 
of the local police.  
 
Councillor McIntyre stated that this meeting had been scheduled to take place in 
October but had had to be postponed due to Storm Ophelia.  He apologised for any 
inconvenience this had caused but explained that there had been no access to the 
building at the time and the safety of the public who had been due to attend the meeting 
was paramount. 
 
Councillor McIntyre thanked Dromara Primary School for the use of its premises and for 
facilitating the distribution of leaflets advertising the meeting. 
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1. Apologies 
 

It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of 
Councillors J Palmer and M Tolerton, Ms P Leeson, Mr A Hannaway (Northern 
Ireland Housing Executive) and Mr P Thompson (Probation Board for Northern 
Ireland). 
 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 
 

3. Dromara Youth Group 
 

At this point, the Chairman, Councillor McIntyre, welcomed to the meeting 
Mrs G Burns, Youth Leader in the Dromara Youth Group, several young people 
who attended this Group and Ms J Bell, Education Authority. 
 
Verbal presentations were made by: 
 

• Mrs Burns in relation to the background of Dromara Youth Group and 
initiatives it had undertaken to address antisocial behaviour in the area; 

• two of the young people present in relation to the issues faced by youths 
in the village and how they considered things could be improved in the 
future; 

• Ms Bell in relation to projects carried out in the area by the Education 
Authority; 

• Mrs L Price, Mentor in the Dromara Youth Group. 
 

The Chairman, Councillor A McIntyre, thanked Mrs Burns, Ms Bell, Mrs Price and 
the young people for their presentations and also acknowledged the work of all 
youth groups in the Dromara area. 
 
A number of questions were asked, as follows: 
 
3.1 Membership of Dromara Youth Group and Engagement with Other Groups 
  Councillor S Carson 
 
Councillor S Carson referred to the vast geographical area within the boundaries 
of Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council and asked if the young people who 
attended Dromara Youth Group were all from Dromara village.  Mrs Burns stated 
that all members of Dromara Youth Group were from within the boundaries of 
Dromara.  Mrs Price referred to the fact that Dromara was on the boundaries of a 
number of councils (ie. Lisburn & Castlereagh, Armagh Banbridge & Craigavon 
and Newry Mourne and Down) and should, therefore, be viewed as unique.  She 
stated that no-one would be turned away from joining the Youth Group because 
of where they lived.  Councillor Carson explained that that the PCSP had to be 
diligent with its spending and when applications were received for funding, it was 
important that this was to be used within the Lisburn & Castlereagh PCSP area. 
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3.1 Membership of Dromara Youth Group and Engagement with Other Groups 
  Councillor S Carson  (Contd) 
 
Councillor Carson also enquired what engagement took place with other groups 
in the area and asked if an interagency group operated within the village.  He 
stated that it could be beneficial, moving forward, to bring representatives from 
different groups together to put forward their ideas and break down barriers that 
may exist.  He also suggested that this may be more advantageous when 
applying for funding and grants.  Mrs Burns agreed that a holistic approach would 
be beneficial for everyone.  She advised that some members of the Youth Group 
had attended the Community Association and maybe some bridges could be built 
in this area. 
 
 

4. PSNI 6 Monthly Monitoring Report 
 
Alderman M Henderson left the meeting during consideration of this item of  
business (7.33pm), as did Mrs Y Craig (7.43 pm). 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a report regarding the Lisburn & 
Castlereagh Policing District Performance Against the Policing Plan for the 
period 1 April – 30 September, 2017.  Chief Inspector Dobson made a verbal 
presentation in respect of the report and answered the following questions: 
 
4.1 Neighbourhood Policing Team – Presence in Dromara 
 Councillor U Mackin 
 
Councillor U Mackin referred to the fact that there was no longer a 
Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT) presence in Dromara and also pointed out 
that, during her verbal report, the Chief Inspector had advised that calls for 
service from the Downshire East electoral area had increased by over 200, many 
of those calls relating to concern for safety.  Councillor Mackin stated that, within 
the new policing structures, rural areas were suffering.  Whilst he appreciated 
that these were changing times and the police could not do everything, he 
suggested that some level of NPT contact would be useful, even if only once a 
week or once a month, with the community being aware that the police were 
active. 
 
In response to these comments, Chief Inspector Dobson explained that, when 
the PSNI moved to reduced numbers in NPTs the plan had been, and continued 
to be, to undertake some engagement through response crews in the Local 
Policing Teams.  She pointed out, however, that calls for service were continuing 
to rise, so getting free time to go out, meet people and introduce themselves was 
a difficulty for the crews.  At the start of October, the Chief Inspector had 
changed the way Officers did that engagement.  Each District Electoral Area 
(DEA) had an Officer allocated to it and those Officers were tasked with growing 
their knowledge and contacts within their DEA.  There had been some very good 
examples of where this was happening, but getting consistency through that was 
difficult.  Therefore, every week, Monday to Thursday, there were now Officers 
rotated off their shift and allocated to neighbourhood engagement duties.  
Officers would choose which shift they would do, pick a problem they were going  
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4.1 Neighbourhood Policing Team – Presence in Dromara  (Contd) 
 Councillor U Mackin 
 
to solve or an engagement they were going to initiate and submit a plan to their 
Sergeant to oversee.  Whilst this arrangement had only been in place for 5 
weeks, initial indications were that it was positive. 
 
4.2 Police Response Time 
  Member of Public 
 
A member of the public referred to an incident that had occurred the previous 
weekend when he had detained a drunk driver whose vehicle had crashed on both 
his and his neighbour’s properties.  It had taken 47 minutes for police response 
crews to attend the scene, during which time this member of the public had 
sustained several injuries from the drunk driver, who had also issued threats to 
him, his wife and his neighbour.  The response crews who had attended were from 
Lurgan and Downpatrick and, therefore, the Officers were not familiar with the 
area.  The member of the public stated that a 47 minute response time was 
inadequate and, having referred to a number of stations in the surrounding area 
that were no longer in use, stated that there required to be a better level of cover 
for rural areas in the evening.  He requested that this be reported at a senior level 
in the police. 
 
Chief Inspector Dobson advised that the PSNI used a system called “Locate” for 
sending crews to priority and emergency calls.  This system was fitted to each 
police car.  When a call handler received an emergency call, they could locate on 
a map which available crew was closest.  Whilst she appreciated the comments 
about Officers not being familiar with the area, she stated that the crews from 
Lurgan and Downpatrick would have been the nearest available who could attend 
the scene quickest and, therefore, had been the best option. 
 
In relation to comments about police stations, the Chief Inspector stated that she 
would prefer to have less stations and more Police Officers.  Even if a station 
existed in Dromara, Officers would not be in the station waiting for calls; rather, 
they would be out on patrol.  She also pointed out that the Lisburn & Castlereagh 
District covered a vast area and, on any night shift, there were would be a 
minimum of seven police cars. 
 
Chief Inspector Dobson stated that, in relation to the 47 minute response time to 
the above incident, this was not a story she wanted to hear.  She agreed to 
investigate where her crews were at the time and why it had taken this amount of 
time to respond. 
 
4.3 Text Alert Scheme 
  Mr G Fletcher, Member of the Public 
 
Mr Fletcher referred to the text alert scheme that had recently started up again; 
however, he voiced his disappointment that this did not provide information on live 
incidents, eg. providing vehicle/person descriptions following a burglary, which 
would allow Neighbourhood Watch Officers to be vigilant in their areas.  Chief  
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4.3 Text Alert Scheme  (Contd) 
  Mr G Fletcher, Member of the Public 
 
Inspector Dobson advised that the text alert system was not ready to “live time 
text” yet, but she hoped to be able to do so in the next number of months.  In other 
policing districts where the text alert system operated, complaints had been 
received from recipients regarding the large volume of information being sent; 
therefore, it was important to get the balance right in respect of the number of texts 
issued.  The Chief Inspector also responded to comments by Mr Fletcher 
regarding a ‘missing person’ incident that had recently occurred in his 
development. 
 
4.4 Roads Blocked by Local Hunt 
  Mrs L Price, Member of the Public 
 
Mrs Price referred to the occasions when rural roads would be blocked by the local 
‘Hunt’ and asked if this was illegal blocking of the road and if it should be reported 
to the police.  Chief Inspector Dobson advised that such incidents should be 
reported to the police on the 101 number.  These calls would not get priority but 
could be followed up on at a later time. 
 
4.5 Dromara Break-ins 
  Member of the Public 
 
A member of the public having sought an update on a number of break-ins that 
had occurred in Dromara the previous week, the Chief Inspector confirmed that 
two arrests had been made and several vehicles seized. 
 
4.6 Youth Court 
  Mr M Busch 
 
Mr M Busch referred to an initiative that had been held recently in St Aloysius 
Primary School, whereby motorists detected for speeding outside the school had 
been given the choice of taking penalty points or facing a ‘Youth Court’ in the 
school.  This had been a very successful event, which had been supported by the 
PCSP and the PSNI. 
 
4.7 Muddy Condition of Rural Roads 
  Member of the Public 
 
A member of the public referred to the muddy condition on many rural roads, 
which was dangerous particularly for motorcyclists.   He stated that he had rang 
the police about a particular road, but no action had been taken, and he asked if 
there was any law that required contractors or farmers to clean roads that they had 
left in such a state.  Chief Inspector Dobson confirmed that if a contractor or 
farmer was working, for example, in a field and mud was brought out onto the road 
by their vehicle, they did have an obligation to clean the road and ensure it was 
safe for use.  This was a matter for the Department for Infrastructure and, 
therefore, the report made by the member of the public would have been passed 
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4.7 Muddy Condition of Rural Roads  (Contd) 
  Member of the Public 
 
by the PSNI to that Department for action.  The Chief Inspector pointed out that, 
whilst this was a matter for the Department initially, it may get to the stage of 
prosecution at a later time. 
 
4.8 Mobile Police Station 
  Councillor S Carson 
 
In response to comments by Councillor S Carson regarding the importance of the 
Lisburn & Castlereagh PSNI District bidding as much as possible for use of the 
mobile police station, Chief Inspector Dobson stated that the District did have 
access to a mobile police station locally.  This would be located in as many areas 
and villages as possible, including Dromara. 
 
4.9 Roads Safety in Dromara 
  Chief Inspector Dobson 
 
Chief Inspector Dobson requested that the Dromara Youth Group and the local 
Community Association become involved in a partnership around spreading the 
word in relation to roads safety. 
 
 

Conclusion of the Meeting 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, the Chairman, Councillor A McIntyre, thanked all those 
present for their attendance. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 8.41 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
             
                         Chairman 


