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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Public Meeting of the Policing and Community Safety Partnership held 
in St Joseph’s Parish Hall, Carryduff on 17 May 2016 at 7.00 pm 
 
PRESENT: 
 

 
Councillor S Carson (Chairman) 
Alderman G Rice MBE 
Alderman D Drysdale 
Councillor J Baird 
Councillor U Mackin 
Councillor A McIntyre 
Councillor M Tolerton 
Councillor B Hanvey 
Mr M Busch 
Mrs Y Craig 
Mr P Dean 
Ms D Guy 
Ms D Hancock 
Ms P Leeson 
Ms R Orr 
Ms C McCullough 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Director of Corporate Services 
PCSP Manager 
PCSP Officer (SA) 
Committee Secretary 
 
Designated Organisations 
Chief Inspector J Wilson, Police Service of Northern Ireland 
Chief Inspector D McCamley, Police Service of  Northern Ireland 
Ms M Jones, Education Authority 
 
PSNI 
Deputy Chief Constable Drew Harris 
Constable H Black, Roads Policing 
 
 

 
Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, the Chairman, Councillor S Carson, welcomed those 
present to the meeting and provided some Health and Safety information.  For the benefit of 
those members of the public seated in the public gallery, the members of the PCSP who were 
present introduced themselves.  The Chairman advised that the Partnership would soon be 
meeting with the Divisional Roads Manager for the area and undertook to feedback to him any 
concerns raised, in regard to road safety, by the Community, at tonight’s meeting. 
 
He then extended a particular welcome to Deputy Chief Constable Drew Harris who was seated 
in the public gallery and thanked the Parish of St Joseph’s for their hospitality. 
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1. Apologies 
 

It was agreed to accept that an apology for non-attendance be recorded at the meeting on 
behalf of Ms N Kirk, Councillor J Palmer, Mr K Doherty (Youth Justice Agency) and 
Head of Central Support Services, Mrs Carmel Connolly. 
 

2. Presentation in respect of Roads Policing 
 

The Chairman, Councillor S Carson, welcomed Constable H Black to the meeting  She 
then gave a presentation in respect of the work she carries out with young people, 
highlighting the following: 
 

• The educational element of the work of Roads Policing 
• Information available on the PSNI website 
• The importance of educating young road users 
• The main reasons for collisions 
• The choices young people can make in respect of their driving 
• Other projects ongoing which publicise Road Safety 

 
The Chairman, Councillor S Carson, thanked Constable H Black for her informative 
presentation and attendance at the meeting and welcomed questions. 
 
2.1 The Chairman, Councillor S Carson 

Restrictions on new drivers 
 
The Chairman referred to newly qualified drivers stating that as a newly qualified motor 
cycle rider he had been restricted in terms of the engine capacity of the motor cycle he 
could legally ride, he questioned if it would be beneficial to apply the same restrictions to 
newly qualified car drivers. 
 
Constable Black responded stating that it was her personal opinion that the important 
issue was the attitude of the person behind the wheel rather than the capability of the 
vehicle.  She said that young people should be pointed in the direction of designated 
tracks if they wished to drive fast.  She went on to say that she also felt that newly 
qualified drivers would benefit from an element of supervision for a period after passing 
their driving test. 
 
2.2 Alderman G Rice 

Cyclists on the Road 
 
Alderman G Rice thanked Constable Black for her presentation and asked for 
clarification on the law in respect of cyclists riding abreast on public roads as she had 
witnessed cyclists riding 2 and 3 abreast on the Saintfield Road.  She also referred to the 
lack of cycle lanes and the fact that, when they were present, they were extremely 
narrow. 
 
There was some general discussion on the issues facing cyclists on roads in the area with 
particular reference, by cyclists in the public gallery, to the lack and inadequacy of cycle 
lane provision on the Knock Dual-Carriageway and Saintfield Road.  At the culmination 
of the discussion Constable Black confirmed that the maximum permitted number of 
cyclists riding abreast was two. 
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2.3 Councillor N Anderson 

Parking issues 
 
Councillor N Anderson, who was present in the public gallery, referred to parking issues, 
highlighting the fact that even where there was a high number of cars parked on the road, 
drivers continued to drive at speed and wondered if Transport NI or PSNI could do 
anything to alleviate this problem. 
 
Chief Inspector Wilson urged the importance of drivers slowing down in such 
circumstances and changing their driving style to accommodate road conditions. 
 
2.4 Member of the Public 

Speed Limit on Saintfield Road 
 
A member of the public questioned the necessity of maintaining a 50 mph speed limit on 
the Saintfield Road, given the traffic problems already alluded to. 
 
After a brief discussion the Chairman, Councillor S Carson, stated that this would be 
raised with the Divisional Roads Manager at the forthcoming meeting referred to at the 
start of the meeting.  Chief Inspector J Wilson said he would discuss specific concerns 
with the gentleman after the meeting. 
 
2.5 Alderman D Drysdale  

Roads Policing 
 
Alderman D Drysdale referring to reducing resources within the PSNI and the lack of 
speed detection vehicles or patrols in operation recently, asked how speed detection was 
currently being managed and for information on the numbers of officers available to deal 
with it. 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson referred to the relevant sections of the Report and advised of the 
Road Safety events held in conjunction with the PCSP, the Road Safety operations which 
had been put in place, joint operations with Ards and North Down and advised that 792 
fixed penalty notices had been issued.  He advised that Neighbourhood Policing Teams 
were answering service calls and that the support of Engagement Crews was also 
available. 
 
Alderman D Drysdale responded that his question had not been answered as he had asked 
specifically about the use of the speed detection van and deployment of speed detection 
patrols. 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson responded that the speed detection vehicle was not under 
district control. 
 
2.6 Member of the Public 

Effectiveness of educational campaigns 
 
A member of the public referred to the increase in detections stating that this would 
indicate that PSNI educational campaigns were ineffective. 
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Chief Inspector J Wilson said that the message goes out but sometimes it is not fully 
taken on board. 
 
2.7 Member of the Public 

Burglaries 
 
A member of the public drew attention to the number of burglaries in the area stating that 
it was clear that the strategy of the PSNI was not working.  He sought clarification on the 
use of CCTV and the fact that he had received conflicting advice from statutory agencies. 
 
Chief Inspector D McCamley confirmed that burglaries were on the increase across all 
districts.  He advised that two densely populated locations in the area were classified as 
burglary hot-spots.  He stated that there had been a number of successes and 
prosecutions, some of which were on-going.  He said that a partnership approach was 
required to address burglary and that Neighbourhood Watch Schemes were beneficial and 
had aided progress in the past. He advised that actions taken had involved a range of 
measures. 
 
Regarding CCTV he stated that publicly funded CCTV was very expensive and PSNI 
were looking to expand it, however this could be problematic.  He said that there was the 
option to utilise mobile systems, which had been employed in the area and which were 
utilised as deemed appropriate. 
 

3. Report from the PSNI in respect of local crime trends 
 

At this stage the Chairman, Councillor S Carson, referred to the PSNI Report for the last 
12 months which would be presented by Chief Inspector J Wilson and Chief Inspector D 
McCamley.  He congratulated the District Commander on the successes achieved stating 
that it was, however, disappointing that targets for burglary had not been met.  He said 
that the number of Neighbourhood Watch schemes in the Lisburn and Castlereagh City 
Council area had increased as had the uptake of the Four Tier Home Security Scheme.   
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson gave a verbal report in respect of crime statistics for the Lisburn 
Area for the previous 12 months.  Copies of the Report had been made available to those 
attending.  After the presentation, Chief Inspector J Wilson and Chief Inspector D 
McCamley responded to the following questions.   
 
3.1 Member of the Public 
 Burglary 
 
A member of the public recounted an incident where vehicles had been stolen during a 
burglary at her residence.  She queried how thieves had legally been able to make claims 
against her in respect of injuries they had sustained during the burglary with the result 
that she had been left with considerable financial loss. 
 
Chief Inspector D McCamley stated that he was unable to comment on a specific case or 
on any insurance or legal implications however he offered to speak to her on a one to one 
basis after the meeting. 
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3.2 Councillor B Hanvey 
Means of Disposal / Community Contact by Police Officers 

 
Councillor B Hanvey asked for further clarification on the means of disposal 
implemented under clearance rates.  He also referred to the fact that police appeared to be 
driving in neighbourhoods without getting out of their cars and making contact with 
residents, he asked whether this was an issue which police intended to address and would 
they try to increase the contact and engagement going forwards. 
 
Chief Inspector D McCamley stated that the means of disposal available to police were as 
follows: the courts, caution for low level offences and discretionary disposals, he also 
advised that juveniles were treated differently.  
  
Councillor B Hanvey then asked whether police officers could provide reassurance that 
discretionary disposals were closely monitored and in response to this Chief Inspector D 
McCamley confirmed that this was the case. 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson responded to Councillor B Hanvey’s second question 
confirming that police officers had been assigned to specific areas.  He said that officers 
had been developing their knowledge of areas and attending community forums and that 
the process was progressing.  He advised that single points of contact officers had been 
appointed and the aim was to try to have Officers out on the ground as much as possible. 

 
3.3 Councillor J Gallen 

Community Reassurance 
  
Councillor J Gallen, who was in the public gallery, referred to the increase in burglaries 
and asked if police officers could provide reassurance this was being dealt with. 
 
Chief Inspector D McCamley outlined operations which had taken place in the area 
confirming that additional officers had been deployed.  He said that covert operations 
were ongoing and that considerable progress had been made. 
 
3.4 A Member of the Public 

Anti-social Behaviour at Lisburn Cathedral 
  
A Member of the Public outlined anti-social behaviour issues in the grounds of Lisburn 
Cathedral and sought advice from police on how a voluntary organisation should address 
this. 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson undertook to have an Officer make contact to provide advice.  
 
3.5 Councillor B Mallon 

Anti-social behaviour at The Glen, Newtownbreda 
  
Councillor B Mallon, who was in the public gallery, drew attention to anti-social 
behaviour issues at The Glen, behind Newtownbreda shops and sought an update on how 
this was being addressed. 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson said that he would have to respond directly to Councillor 
Mallon in due course as he did not have the relevant information to hand.  He stated that 
overall anti-social behaviour was reducing.  
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3.6 Councillor N Anderson 

Anti-social behaviour at Queensfort and Killynure 
  
Councillor N Anderson, who was in the public gallery, concurred with the previous 
questioner and wished to advise of similar issues at Queensfort and Killynure. 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson undertook to investigate this also. 
 
3.7 Councillor V Kamble 

Problems with the Call Management System 
  
Councillor V Kamble, who was in the public gallery, wished to ask two questions but 
firstly she wished to express her dissatisfaction at the order in which people were being 
invited to ask their questions at the meeting as she had been waiting a considerable time 
to speak. 
 
She wished to ascertain the telephone number which should be used when members of 
the community wished to report suspicious activity.  She went on to recount instances 
where calls made by members of the community had not been answered promptly. 
 
She also wished to ascertain how long an Elected Member should expect to wait to have 
their calls returned by a police officer after leaving a message on the dedicated Duty 
Sergeant mobile phone number. 
 
Chief Inspector D McCamley responded that it was the 101 number which should be 
used to report suspicious activity.   These calls were answered at the Belfast Call Centre 
and were then allocated appropriately.  He said he would try to address the issues raised 
in connection with the call management system. 
 
In response to the second question, he stated that this would depend on the circumstances 
at the time, however, victims of crime should be contacted within the stipulated 10 day 
period. 
 
3.8 Member of the Public 

Praise for PSNI 
  
A member of the public wished to praise police for the way they had dealt with the 
burglary she had experienced.  She also recounted an incident where she had made a 
report regarding suspicious activity which had been responded to by police within 10/15 
minutes.  She went on to say that there was a collective responsibility on the community 
to keep their homes safer. 
 
Chief Inspector D McCamley thanked her for her positive comments. 
 
3.9 Member of the Public 

Advice request re Burglary 
 
A member of the public sought advice on the level of force which could be used by a 
home owner when coming across a burglar in their home.  Chief Inspector D McCamley 
stated that this very much depended on the circumstances and that legislation stipulated 
that it should be ‘reasonable’ given the circumstances. 
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However, he said he would discuss this with the gentleman after the meeting. 
 
3.10 Member of the public 

Burglary 
 
A member of the public stated that burglaries were very difficult crimes to solve and she 
felt that police were doing their best.  She then referred to the traditional practice of 
noting householder absences in a ‘Vacant House Book’ and queried why police officers 
could not take a note of vacant properties.  She stated that as at the time she had made 
such a request she was advised that a note could not be taken as this was the role of a 
civilian member of staff who was not on duty at that moment in time. 
 
Chief Inspector D McCamley advised that this book has now been superseded by a 
computer system and that members of the community could request an entry to be made 
taking note of a vacant property by calling 101, he also confirmed that this was a 24/7 
service. 
 
3.11 Member of the public 

Institute of Advanced Motorists 
  
A member of the public advised of the benefits he had derived from completing and 
passing the Institute of Advanced Motorists test.  He also wished to thank police officers 
and Lisburn and Castlereagh PCSP for holding the meeting and providing information to 
the community. 
 

Conclusion of the Meeting 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, the Chairman, Councillor S Carson, thanked those present for 
attending and engaging with both Police and Members of the Partnership. He extended particular 
thanks to St Joseph’s Parish for their hospitality and assistance with making the venue 
arrangements.  He then invited Deputy Chief Constable Drew Harris to speak. 
 
Deputy Chief Constable Drew Harris stated that he had very much enjoyed the meeting and had 
taken comments made on board, particularly in respect of the 101 Call Management System.  He 
stated that Police were there to keep the community safe and that he was aware of the burglary 
issues in the area.  He wished to extend a thanks for the engagement of those members of the 
community who had attended. 
 
4. Any Other Business  
 
The Chairman, Councillor S Carson, wished to advise that Chief Inspector D McCamley was due 
to retire in the near future from the PSNI and that this would be his final meeting with the 
Partnership.  On behalf of those present he wished to thank him for the work he had done and to 
wish him well for the future. 
 
Members of the Partnership and community concurred in expressing their good wishes to Chief 
Inspector D McCamley. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 21.25 pm. 
 
             
                 Chairman 
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