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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Policing Committee of Lisburn & Castlereagh 
City Council Policing and Community Safety Partnership held remotely by 
zoom on Tuesday 16 November 2021 at 7.00 pm 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor M Guy  (Chairperson) 
Councillor N Anderson 
Councillor R Carlin 
Councillor A Ewing 
Councillor A Gowan 
Councillor H Legge 
Councillor J McCarthy 
Councillor A McIntyre 
Councillor S Skillen 
Mr J Bentley 
Ms G Conroy 
Mrs Y Craig 
Mr G Doran 
Mrs P Leeson  
Ms A Twomey (Vice-Chairperson) 
Mrs P Yellamaty 
 
PSNI 
Chief Inspector J Wilson 
 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: Acting PCSP/Member Services Manager 

PCSP Officer (JB) 
PCSP Officer (SA) 
Members Services Officer (PS) 
 
 

Commencement of the Meeting 
 
The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy, welcomed everyone to the meeting, which was 
being held via zoom due to current Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
1. Apologies 
 

It was agreed to accept an apology for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf 
of Mr D McBurney and Superintendent J Mullan. 
  

2. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 
 

The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy, outlined the procedure in respect of 
Declarations of Interest and invited members of the Partnership to declare any 
conflicts of interest they might have on Agenda items. No declarations were 
made. 
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3. Six Month PSNI Report on the policing of the District 
 

 The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy, invited Chief Inspector J Wilson to present 
the report regarding B District’s Performance against the Local Policing Plan 
during the six month period to end of September 2021. This report was provided 
in advance of the meeting for consideration by the Partnership.  

 
Chief Inspector Wilson presented the report and, invited questions at the end of 
each section.  The following matters were raised. 
 
(i) Burglary 
 
The Committee were advised that there had been a rise in the number of 
burglaries in the district, the previous year’s figures had been particularly low due 
to the lockdown situation and it had been decided to incorporate the figures in 
respect of the year previous to that for comparison purposes.  Chief Inspector 
Wilson advised that this issue continued to be a priority and he outlined that the 
investigative strategy was being reviewed.  He urged people to report suspicious 
activity immediately and referred to the ongoing work of the Crime Prevention 
Officer. 
 
Councillor A Gowan sought clarification regarding keyless car thefts and asked if 
this was returning with a vengence, He was advised that there had been two or 
three incidents recently but it had not returned with a vengence, it was noted that 
crime prevention measures would assist. 
 
Mr J Bentley referred to creeper burglaries and asked if there was any evidence 
to suggest that uPVC window and door locks were inadequate.  Chief Inspector 
Wilson said that he had not seen any evidence to support this, he said that entry 
had been gained by smashing doors and windows. 
 
Councillor A Ewing asked whether there was a pattern to the time of day or night 
that burglaries took place and was advised that it was difficult to say, there were 
different patterns at different times.  He said that analytical reports had been 
produced on this and the results could often be very erroneous. 
 
Mrs P Leeson asked what preventative measures, particularly with older people,  
were being taken regarding burglaries.  Chief Inspector J Wilson responded that 
work was ongoing with Neighbourhood Watch Groups, Community Groups, Faith 
Groups and Older People’s Groups.  He said this was based mainly on talks and 
the sharing of information often accompanied by the distribution of technical aids 
such as portable locks etc. 
 
Mrs P Leeson then asked if there was an element of complacency involved and 
was advised that there would always be such an element however this had not 
returned to the levels it was prior to the pandemic. 
 
(ii) Work of the Reducing Offending Unit 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson outlined the work of this team together with some of the 
successes they were experiencing. 
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Mrs P Leeson asked what the age profile of repeat offenders was and she was 
advised that it was mostly young men. 
 
Returning to burglaries, Councillor A Ewing asked what people should do if they 
were confronted by a burglar.  Chief Inspector J Wilson responded that this was a 
rare scenario.  He said that he would never advise a member of the public to 
tackle a burglar, his advice was that the safest thing to do was to get out of 
harm’s way, if possible, alert police as soon as possible. 
 
Mr J Bentley asked whether a program of retraining was included in the work of 
the Repeat Offending Unit and was advised that one of the officers was 
experienced in the rehabilitation approach and that work was ongoing with other 
agencies to address root causes.  Mr Bentley asked whether drugs and/or 
alcohol were contributing factors and it was confirmed to him that both of these 
would be drivers in crime as would mental health issues. 
 
Ms G Conroy asked how participants were selected.  Chief Inspector J Wilson 
responded that behaviours were monitored and evaluated and participants 
selected according to the number of places available at a given time. 
 
(iii) Domestic Violence 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson advised that there had been an increase in the number 
of offences reported but a decrease in the overall number of incidents which was 
seen as a positive as it would indicate that people feel confident to come forward 
and make a report.  He then went on to outline how this issue was considered at 
team morning meetings.  He provided an update on the work ongoing with 
Women’s Aid and advised that there had been an increase in the number of 
breaches of non-molestation orders reported. 
 
There were no questions on this subject. 
 
(iv) Drug activity  
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson outlined some of the drugs seizures made.  He outlined 
the information sharing and work that took place behind any seizure operations.  
He advised that arrests had reduced and that this was partly due to the pandemic 
and the use of other measures.  He advised that a project run in conjunction with 
Ascert had just finished and also advised that the drugs bin project was ongoing. 
 
Mr J Bentley asked whether it had become apparent that the quality of drugs on 
the streets had reduced and whether this was having a negative affect on users.  
Chief Inspector Wilson said that if it became apparent that there was a bad batch 
of drugs in circulation then this information was put into the public domain.  
Periods of lockdown had made it more difficult for people to access drugs 
however they usually eventually found a way. 
 
Ms P Yellamaty asked whether it was apparent that supply or demand had 
increased, she asked if there was any way of knowing if people were using drugs 
more.  Chief Inspector J Wilson responded that what police are aware of is 
probably only the tip of the ice-berg and he provided anecdotal evident to support 
this.  Ms Yellamaty then asked what the age profile of cocaine users was and she 
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was advised that cocaine was not the biggest drug currently seen in the area, 
which would be cannabis and prescription medication.  He said that this was a 
problem across society.  Ms Yellamaty then referred to the young offender 
program and asked whether it had been successful.  Chief Inspector Wilson 
responded that surveys had been carried out before and afterwards and would 
indicate positive outcomes however it was early days yet as the program had just 
completed. 
 
Ms Aisling Twomey referred to drug arrests and asked how many of these related 
to those resident in the district as opposed to those being from outside the area.  
Chief Inspector J Wilson said that the data would not provide that level of 
information however from experience this would be a mixture of local residents 
and those from outside the area. 
 
Mrs Y Craig asked whether the drugs educational program in schools, which 
would assist with prevention, was currently running.  She was advised that police 
continued to engage with schools however this had been impacted by the 
pandemic, however recently work had recommenced and the content included 
was guided by what schools indicated they required. 
 
Mr J Bentley asked whether police were starting to see a transformation of the 
drugs industry with more young people being utilised.  Chief Inspector J Wilson 
said that he did not really see that happening but was not really in a position to 
comment. 
 
The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy referred to drink spiking which had been very 
visible in the press recently and asked whether this was an issue in the area and 
would it impact on sexual assault statistics.  Chief Inspector J Wilson said that 
this crime was classified under poisoning and said that there had been one 
incident which did not fit the profile of those highlighted in the media.  He outlined 
how organisationally, the PSNI were responding to the matter which included 
ongoing work with the Public Prosecution Service. 
 
(v) Anti-social Behaviour 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson advised that as Covid-19 restrictions had eased this 
issue had reduced.  However the issues being seen were changing and 
problems currently experienced were less involving youths causing annoyance 
and more involving neighbour disputes.  He advised that there had been issues 
at medical establishments which were attracting anti-social behaviour and work 
to address this was ongoing. 
 
There were no questions on this subject. 
 
(vi) Work of the Youth Diversion Officer 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson outlined the partnership approach ongoing in this 
respect. 
 
There were no questions on this subject. 
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(vii) Roads Policing 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson advised that there had been one fatality and that rural 
areas were being patrolled with a focus around agricultural crime.  He said there 
was a provisional figure of just over 500 fixed penalty notices issued during the 
period.  He reassured that work regarding prevention and education was 
continuing. 
 
Mr J Bentley asked when the Christmas campaign would start for 2021 and was 
advised that this would be at the end of November or start of December and he 
outlined the anticipated features. 
 
Ms A Twomey referred to some of the speeds recorded by the Speed Indicator 
Devices stating that these were staggering.  Chief Inspector J Wilson agreed and 
said that the information provided could inform police as well as assisting with 
planning. 
 
Councillor A Ewing referred to the current situation with MOT tests and asked if it 
had become apparent to police that some cars were in a dangerous condition.  
Chief Inspector J Wilson responded that he did not have such information to 
hand but he went on to outline the importance of keeping vehicles in a road 
worthy condition.  Councillor A Ewing asked if police were continuing to allow 
drivers to use the road on evidence of having an MOT test booked and he was 
advised that a common sense, pragmatic approach was taken. 
 
Mr J Bently outlined a scenario which he had experienced involving the current 
MOT/Road Tax system which impacted on the ability for him to tax his car.  Chief 
Inspector J Wilson undertook to research this issue and respond to Mr Bentley. 
 
Councillor H Legge referred to one of the Speed Indicator Devices in her area 
which had been moved to a new location which, it was felt in the community, was 
not the best location available.  The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy advised of 
the work ongoing by the sub-group on such matters and asked if this information 
could be fed back to them for consideration. 
 
(viii) Crime Rates and Trends 
 
This information was taken as read and there were no questions on the subject. 
 
(ix) Public Confidence in Policing 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson summarised his comments on this subject which were 
as contained within the circulated report.  He advised that cyber-bullying issues 
had returned and schools had been engaged with regarding the matter. 
 
(x) Crime Prevention 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson outlined the ongoing work of the Crime Prevention 
Officer.  There were no questions on this subject. 
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(xi) Hate Crime 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson advised that there had been an increase in hate crime.  
He advised that a review had taken place and that no particular trends had been 
identified.  He outlined ongoing measures being taken to address the issue. 
 
Ms P Yellamaty said it would be good to see work ongoing to reduce hate crime.  
She said she would like to see something bold from Lisburn and Castlereagh City 
Council which would welcome those from other communities and suggested that 
perhaps this could be given consideration at a later stage.  Chief Inspector J 
Wilson highlighted some of the schemes ongoing in the area stating that he 
welcomed input from groups and was keen to explore any avenues to address 
this that might arise. 
 
Mr J Bentley wished to record his thanks to PSNI for their support and effort 
particularly during the pandemic. 
 
Ms A Twomey suggested that the PCSP consider holding an event in 2022 to 
engage with diverse communities which would involve the wider Council and the 
youth of the borough.  The Acting PCSP Manager confirmed that funding would 
be available and the Chairperson, Councillor M Guy encouraged members to 
feed back any ideas they might have regarding such an event. 
 
Ms P Leeson welcomed this and encouraged support from the wider Council. 
 
There was further discussion on the proposal with those present expressing their 
support. 
 
Councillor A Ewing then referred to an event organised in the past by a former 
Lisburn & Castlereagh Councillor the late Mrs V Kamble which had been a great 
success.  The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy said that it would be fitting if some 
sort of tribute to Mrs Kamble could be incorporated into the proposed 2022 event. 
 
The Acting PCSP Manager advised that Cultural Diversity Day in 2022 was on 22 
May and that therefore this might be an appropriate date to hold such an event. 
 
After some further consideration, it was agreed by the Partnership that Officers 
progress the organisation of a Cultural Diversity event to be held on 22 May 2022 
taking on board comments made by members. 
 
 
(xii) The Support Hub 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson outlined the content of his report and said he was 
pleased to see that Community Planning was now a driver of this project and that 
it was now bearing fruit.  There were no questions on this subject. 
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(xiii) Work to Transition Communities away from paramilitary influence 
 
Chief Inspector J Wilson outlined the content of his report as circulated. 
 
Mrs P Leeson asked how outcomes from such work could be measured and was 
advised that police looked at re-offending rates and whether gateways into 
employment had been achieved however he acknowledged that this could be a 
long term piece of work. 
 
 
At the culmination of the presentation of the report, the Chairperson, Councillor M 
Guy thanked Chief Inspector J Wilson for his input and also expressed thanks to 
whoever in the organisation had put the report together.  She thanked those 
present for their input to the meeting which she said she had found very 
motivational. 
 
 

4. Any Other Business 
   
4.1 The Chairperson – Councillor M Guy 
  Condolences – Mr D McBurney 
 
  The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy advised the Partnership of the sad 
  death of Mr D McBurney’s mother and it was agreed that condolences be 
  forwarded to  Mr McBurney on behalf the Partnership. 
 
4.2 PCSP Officer – James Bingham 
  Road Safety Sub Group 
 
  The PCSP Officer (JB) summarised meetings held by the group and their 
  work on the siting and purchase of Speed Indicator Devices.  He advised 
  that a Report would be presented at the January 2022 meeting of the 
  Partnership but in the meantime he provided a verbal update on the 
  number of devices to be relocated and/or purchased.  The above  
  information was noted. 
 
  The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy thanked the PCSP Officers for their 
  work on this matter stating that it was much appreciated. 
 
4.3 Acting PCSP Manager 
  PCSP Away Day 
 
  The Acting PCSP Manager advised that an Away Day would be held at 
  the La Mon Hotel on Tuesday 14 December 2021 to consider strategic 
  matters to inform the PCSP Action Plan and that further information would 
  be circulated in due course. 
 
  The above information was noted by the Partnership, it was further noted 
  that Councillor A Ewing would be unable to attend due to work  
  commitments. 
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4.4 The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy 
  Date of December 2021 Meeting of the Partnership 
 
  The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy advised that the December 2021 
  meeting would be brought forward and would now be held on Thursday 16 
  December at 7.00 pm.  It was hoped that this meeting could be held 
  physically in the Council Chamber and that refreshments could be  
  provided at 6.30 pm however this was subject to the ability to meet Covid-
  19 measures and confirmation would be issued in due course. 
 
 
4.5 The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy 
  Starting time of future meetings 
 
  The Chairperson, Councillor M Guy referred to previous discussions on 
  the starting time for future meetings when a time of 7.00 pm had  
  been suggested.  Councillor S Skillen suggested bringing this forward 
  slightly to 6.30 pm and this was supported by most of the members  
  present.   
 
  Councillor H Legge said that it would be problematic for her due to another 
  ongoing commitment which fell on the same evening at an earlier time. 
 
  Given the consensus amongst members of the Partnership it was agreed 
  to start future meetings of the Partnership at 6.30 pm. 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 8.42 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
                Chairperson 
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