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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Council 
Chamber, Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council Offices, Island Civic Centre, 
The Island, Lisburn on Monday 9 May 2016 at 2.05 pm 

PRESENT: Alderman M Henderson MBE (Chairman) 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Councillor R T Beckett 

Aldermen :  D Drysdale, G Rice MBE 
Councillors: U Mackin, L Poots, John Palmer 

IN ATTENDANCE: Chief Executive 
Lead Head of Planning & Building Control 
Lead Head of Development 
Planning Manager 
Principal Planning Officers (RH and LJ) 
Senior Planning Officers (RT, AS and MCO'N) 
Committee Secretary  
Attendance Clerk 

Cleaver Fulton & Rankin 
Kate McCusker (Legal Advisor) 

Commencement of Meeting 

The Chairman, Alderman M Henderson, welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Introductions were made by the Chairman and some Housekeeping and Evacuation 
announcements were made by the Lead Head of Planning & Building Control. 

1. Apologies

Apologies for non-attendance at the Meeting were accepted and recorded on
behalf of the Vice-Chairman, Councillor A Girvin, Councillor P Catney and
Councillor M Tolerton.

Members noted that Councillor U Mackin would be arriving late to the meeting.

2. Declarations of Interest

The Chairman sought Declarations of Interest from Members and reminded them
to complete the supporting forms which had been left at each desk.
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During the course of the meeting the following Declarations of Interest were  made: 
 

• Councillor U Mackin referred to Item No. 4.2.8 of the Report of the 
Planning Manager – Application Ref: LA05/2015/0624/O and declared 
that he resided in the area although he did not feel this constituted an 
interest. 
 

3. Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Alderman D Drysdale, seconded by Alderman G Rice and 
agreed that the following Minutes be signed. 

 
• Minutes of Meeting of Planning Committee held on Monday, 4 April 2016. 

 
 4. Report from the Lead Head of Planning and Building Control 

 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Lead Head of Planning 
and Building Control be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below:- 
 
 4.1 The Geographical Economy – The Benefits of Investing in Geospatial 
  Technology 
 
It was proposed by Alderman D Drysdale, seconded by Alderman G Rice and 
agreed that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Planning Committee or their 
nominees, attend the above conference which is due to be held on Wednesday, 
11 May 2016 in Riddel Hall, Belfast at a cost of £77.35 per person.  
 
It was further agreed that the option to attend this Conference be extended to 
other Members of the Committee who should advise Member Services should they 
wish to attend. 
 
4.2 Report from the Planning Manager 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Planning Manager be 
adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below:- 
 
 Items for Decision 
 

  4.2.1 Schedule of Applications: 
    
The Chairman reminded Members that they needed to be present for the entire 
discussion of an item.  If absent for any part of the discussion they would render 
themselves unable to vote on the application. 
 

The Chairman advised that there was one speaker in attendance to make a 
representation on one of the applications and therefore the Schedule of 
Applications would be taken out of order to enable this application to be taken first. 
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(2) LA05/2015/0305/F – (Major) – Full application for the installation and 
  operation of a solar farm and associated infrastructure including  
  photovoltaic panels, mounting frames, inverters, transformers, 
  substations, communications, building fence and pole mounted security 
  cameras for the life of the solar farm  and a temporary construction  
  access.  (Amended proposal description, plans and ownership certificate) 
  on Lands approximately 300m south and 200m west of no. 7a Lough 
  Road and lands adjoining and approximately 340m south of no. 7, no. 9, 
  no. 9a and no. 9b, Lough Road, Upper Ballinderry, County Antrim. 
  

 The Senior Planning Officer (RT) presented the application as outlined within the 
 circulated Report. 
 
 The committee received Mr Aidan Collins, Senior Planner from Lightsource, who 
 was speaking in support of the application highlighting the following: 
 

• Lightsource were the UK’s leading solar energy company with 184 
managed sites across the UK; 

• His organisation had a proven and unrivalled track record in the 
design, installation and management of solar PV projects across the 
UK; 

• Hillside Solar Farm was considered an appropriate site for a solar 
project; 

• The proposed solar farm would have the capacity to power approx. 
1675 typical households resulting in approx. savings of 3155 tonnes of 
carbon dioxide emissions per annum;  

• Sheep grazing would be accommodated providing a dual productive 
function; 

• The layout had been designed to avoid a Rath enclosure to the east of 
the site thus ensuring no damage to the latter heritage asset; 

• 10 bird nesting boxes and 10 bat boxes were being proposed to 
encourage nesting and roosting; 

• There were no SPAs, SACs, RAMSAR or NNRs within 5km of the site; 
• The solar farm was designed for a lifespan of 30-35 years after which it 

would be dismantled and the site restored to agricultural use causing 
no residual landscape or visual effect; 

• The proposed site would not be lit at night; 
• There would be no moving parts or emissions and the proposed panels 

would cause minimal reflectivity; 
• The application had received 10 supportive letters with no objections; 
• The proposal will be situated on land which is not considered to be the 

best agriculturally; 
• The site is ideal for solar energy generation. 

 
 (Councillor U Mackin arrived to the meeting during the course of Mr Collin’s 

representation at 2.15 pm). 
 

The Chairman advised Councillor U Mackin that as he was not present for the 
entire discussion of the item, he had rendered himself unable to vote on the 
application. 
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The Committee, with the exception of Councillor U Mackin, having considered the 
information provided within the Report and Mr Collins’ representation, unanimously 
agreed to approve the application as outlined in Officer’s report and subject to the 
conditions stated. 

 
 (1) S/2015/0142/F – Major – Proposed 3 no. new single storey multi-purpose 
   rooms at various locations at St Colman’s Primary School, 109  
   Queensway, Lisburn  

 
 The Senior Planning Officer (MCO’N) presented the application as outlined within 
 the circulated Report.   
 

The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report 
unanimously agreed to approve the application as outlined in Officer’s report and 
subject to the conditions stated. 

 
 (3) LA05/2015/0650/F – Local (exceptions apply) – Bedroom/ bathroom roof 
   space conversion/extension and new vehicular access including hard 
   standing area for caravan parking (amended proposal description and 
   plans submitted) at 25 Derryvolgie Park, Lambeg, Lisburn  

 
The Senior Planning Officer (RT) advised that this planning application had been 
brought before the Planning Committee as ‘exceptions’ apply in accordance with 
the Planning Scheme of Delegation.  The application was then presented as 
outlined within the circulated report.   

 
 There was a question and answer session. 
 

The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report 
unanimously agreed to approve the application as outlined in Officer’s report and 
subject to the conditions stated. 

 
    (4)  LA05/2015/0783/F – Local (exceptions apply) – Proposed 3.0m high 

 fencing to kerb anti-social behaviour at Queen Elizabeth II Playing Fields, 
 Ballymacoss Playing Fields, Limetree Avenue, Lisburn 

 
The Chairman, Alderman M Henderson, informed Members that this planning 
application had been brought before the Planning Committee as it related to land 
owned by the Council. 
 
The Senior Planning Officer (AS) presented the application as outlined in the 
circulated report. 

  
The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report 
unanimously agreed to approve the application as outlined in Officer’s report and 
subject to the conditions stated. 

  
 4.2.2 Development Plan – Sustainability Appraisal 
  
 The Principal Planning Officer (LJ) presented a summary of the Local 
 Development Plan - Sustainability Appraisal (incorporating Strategic Environmental 
 Assessment) and appointment of a Shared Environmental Service, which had 
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 been previously circulated to Members with a copy of the proposed Service Level 
 Agreement. 
 
 It was proposed by Alderman D Drysdale, seconded by Alderman G Rice and the 
 following was agreed:- 
 

(a)  Approval of the Service Level Agreement for the Shared Environmental 
 Service (SES) as previously circulated; 

 
(b)  Approval of associated costs for the SES which will support the production 

 of the Local Development Plan Sustainability Appraisal (incorporating 
 Strategic Environmental Assessment);   
 

(c)  Approval of a SA Stakeholder  
      

4.2.3 Listing of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest 
  (145-147 Ballyskeagh road, Drumbeg, Lisburn) 
 
Members were provided with a copy of correspondence dated 15 April 2016 from 
the Department of the Environment providing notice of listing in respect of 145-147 
Ballyskeagh Road, Drumbeg, County Down. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman D Drysdale, seconded by Alderman G Rice and 
agreed that any comments which Members may wish to make on the proposed 
listing should be submitted to the Planning Manager by Friday, 20 May 2016 with a 
view to submitting a response by the closing date of 27 May 2016. 
 
4.2.4 Listing of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest 
  (Milestone, Hillsborough Road, Lisburn) 
 
Members were provided with a copy of correspondence dated 15 April 2016 
providing notice of listing in respect of Milestone, Hillsborough Road, Lisburn. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman D Drysdale, seconded by Alderman G Rice and 
agreed that any comments which Members may wish to make on the proposed 
listing should be submitted to the Planning Manager by Friday, 20 May 2016 with a 
view to submitting a response by the closing date of 27 May 2016. 
 
4.2.5 Listing of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest 
  (Glenavy Bridge, Crumlin Road, Lisburn) 
 
Members were provided with a copy of correspondence dated 16 March 2016 
providing notice of listing in respect of Glenavy Bridge, Crumlin Road, Glenavy. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman D Drysdale, seconded by Alderman G Rice and 
agreed that any comments which Members may wish to make on the proposed 
listing should be submitted to the Planning Manager by Friday, 20 May 2016 with a 
view to submitting a response by the closing date of 27 May 2016. 
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Items for Noting 
 
4.2.6 Development Management  
 
  4.2.6.1 Decisions Issued – April 2016 
 
It was proposed by Alderman D Drysdale, seconded by Alderman G Rice and 
agreed to note that the Decisions Issued Report for April 2016 would be circulated 
by e-mail, week commencing Monday, 9 May 2016, with the report being posted to 
the Planning Portal thereafter. 
 
  4.2.7.1 Quarter 4 End – Statistics 
 
Members noted the information in respect of the Quarter 4 end Development 
Management Statistics (January – March 2016). 
 
Councillor U Mackin referred to the 157 legacy planning applications currently in 
the system and sought the previous year’s statistics for comparative purposes.  
The Principal Planning Officer (RH) advised that 114 legacy planning applications 
had transferred from the Department last year.  She advised that whilst 
arrangements had been put in place to actively manage and reduce the numbers 
of legacy planning applications, there had also been an increase in the number of 
planning applications being submitted. 
 
Councillor U Mackin expressed his concern at the significant increase in the 
number of legacy applications in the system.   
 
The Lead Head of Planning & Building Control advised that further consideration of 
this matter would be discussed in his Confidential report.  
 
  4.2.8.1 Live Appeals 
 
Members noted the information in relation to Live Appeals as of 26 April 2016. 
 
4.2.9 Delisting of Crimean Gun situated in Castle Gardens 
 
Members were provided with a copy of correspondence from the Department of 
Environment regarding the Crimean Gun situated in Castle Gardens which had 
now been excluded from the List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic 
Interest.   
 
Members noted that this matter had been referred to the Leisure & Community 
Services Department for comment by the Curator of the Museum and it was 
anticipated that a subsequent report would be brought before the Leisure & 
Community Development Committee. 
 
4.2.10 The Water & Sewerage Services Act (Northern Ireland) 2016 
 
Members were provided with a copy of correspondence from the Department for 
Regional Development providing notification that The Water & Sewerage Act 
(Northern Ireland) 2016 had received Royal Assent and came into operation on 23 
March 2016. 
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Members noted the information in respect of The Water & Sewerage Act (Northern 
Ireland) 2016. 
 

4.3. Northern Ireland Planning Statistics 2015/2016 – Combined Second and Third 
 Quarterly Bulletin Published by the Department 
 
 Members noted that the DOE Northern Ireland Planning Statistics 2015/2016 

Combined Second and Third Quarterly Bulletin was released by the Department’s 
Analytical Services Branch on 28 April 2016. 

 
4.4    Regional Development Strategy 2035 (RDS) – Revised Housing Growth Indicators 

(HGIs) 
 
 Members were provided with a copy of correspondence from the Department for 

Regional Development regarding the review of the Housing Growth Indicators 
outlined in the Regional Development Strategy 2035. 

 
Members noted that the revised HGI figures for each Council area will take effect 
from 29 April 2016. 

 
4.5 Role of Statutory Consultees 
 
 Following the Judicial Review of Planning Application S/2013/0169/F for the 

installation of a wind turbine at land at 24 Mullaghdrin Road East, Dromara, it had 
been agreed that the Council would write to the Permanent Secretary and the 
Chief Planning in relation to Senior Counsel’s advice and direction to the Council 
with regards to the Statutory Consultee Role of NIEA.  

 
Members noted the response from the Permanent Secretary arising from the 
Council’s correspondence regarding this issue. 

 
4.6 Estates Strategy 
 

Members were provided with a copy of a report on the Estates Strategy along with 
an overview of the Estates Strategy work streams.  Whilst this strategy was being 
led by Environmental Services, it was a corporate project requiring input from the 
full Council, including Members and staff. 

 
Members noted the report on the Estates Strategy. 

 
4.7 Development of Land for Social Housing adjacent to Gortmore 
 
 Following consideration of this matter at the March Planning Committee meeting, 

Members had agreed that a letter be submitted to the NI Housing Executive in 
relation to the disposal of this land.  

 
 Members noted copies of the Council’s correspondence to the NI Housing 

Executive and the NI Housing Executive’s subsequent response in relation to this 
matter. 
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4.8 Budget Report – Planning Unit 
 
 Members noted that a monthly Summary Budget Report for the Planning Unit for 

the year to 31 March 2016 would be brought to a future Committee meeting when 
the year-end adjustments to the accounts had been finalised. 

 
4.9 Rolling Year Absence Figures for the Planning Unit 
 
 Members noted that due to the amalgamation of the timeware and absence 

systems, the absence figures would not be available until next month’s report. 
 

5. Confidential Business 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Lead Head of Planning 
and Building Control be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 
The Chairman, M Henderson, advised that the matters contained in the 
confidential report would be dealt with “In Committee” due to containing: 
 

(a)  Information relating to any individual; information which is likely to review 
 the identity of an individual; and information in relation to which a claim to 
 legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal 
 proceedings). 

 
(b)  Information relating to any consultations or negotiations, or 

 contemplated consultations or negotiations, in connection with any labour 
 relations matter arising between the Council or a government department 
 and employees of, or office holders under, the Council. 

 
“In Committee” 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor U Mackin, seconded by Alderman G Rice and 
 agreed that the items in the Confidential Report be considered ‘In Committee’ in 
 the absence of members of the press and public being present.  
 
 (The Legal Advisor left the meeting at 3.00 pm) 

 
 5.1 Planning Appeals Commission 
 
 Members noted the three reports from the Planning Appeals Commission in 
 relation to appeal decisions and findings. 
 
 5.2 Organisation Review of Planning Service  
 

Members were furnished with a paper which provided proposals in relation to the 
scope, governance arrangements and facilitation of a review of the Council’s 
Planning Unit. 

 
 Members noted the paper regarding the review of the Planning Unit. 
 



  PC   09.05.2016 

381 
 

 The Chairman, Alderman M Henderson, advised that an invitation had been 
 extended to any Member of the Planning Committee who wished to attend the 
 Development Committee meeting on Wednesday, 11 May 2016 at 7.30 pm. 
 
 5.3 Power to Decline to Determine Planning Applications 
 

It was proposed by Alderman G Rice, seconded by Councillor U Mackin and 
agreed to note that, based on legal advice, it had been established that the 
power to decline to determine planning applications rested with the Planning 
Committee and not with officers. The Chairman stated that the application should 
be resubmitted and come before the Planning Committee for consideration. 

 
5.4 Enforcement -  Cases with Court Proceedings for May 2016 

 
 Members were provided with information on Enforcement Cases with Court 
 Proceedings in May 2016 and agreed to note the information provided within 
 the report. 
 

It was also agreed that a detailed report on the legacy planning applications 
currently in the system would be brought to the next Planning Committee 
meeting. 

 
 Resumption of Normal Business 
 
 It was proposed by Alderman G Rice, seconded by Councillor L Poots and 
 agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 
 
 (The Legal Advisor returned to the meeting at 3.15 pm) 
  
 
6. Any Other Business 

 
6.1 Maghaberry Housing Planning Application – (S/2014/0910/F) 
 
Following a request from Alderman D Drysdale, It was agreed that a site visit 
would be arranged in relation to the above planning application at a date to be 
agreed following the Council’s AGM and prior to the planning application being 
listed on the Planning Schedule. 
 
6.2 Workshop on Review of Protocol and Scheme of Delegation 
 
In response to a query from Alderman G Rice, the Planning Manager advised that 
a Workshop on Protocol and Scheme of Delegation was being progressed with a 
date being agreed following the Council’s AGM. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 3.15 pm. 

 
 
 

       ____________________________________    
      CHAIRMAN / MAYOR  


