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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of Meeting of the Planning Committee held in the Council 
Chamber, Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council Offices, Island Civic Centre, 
The Island, Lisburn on Monday 7 August 2017 at 11.30 am 

 

 

PRESENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Councillor L Poots (Chairman) 
 
Councillor N Trimble (Vice-Chairman) 
 
Aldermen  J Dillon MBE JP, D Drysdale 
Councillors  N Anderson, J Craig, O Gawith, A Girvin,  
B Hanvey,  

 
OTHER  
MEMBERS: 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 

 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor T Morrow 
Alderman S P Porter 
 
 
Lead Head of Planning  
Principal Planning Officer (RH) 
Senior Planning Officers (RT, AS and MCO’N) 
Committee Secretary  
Attendance Clerk 
Director of Service Delivery (Regulated) 

 
Cleaver Fulton & Rankin 
Kate McCusker (Legal Advisor) 

 
 
Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor L Poots, welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
Introductions were made by the Chairman and some Housekeeping and Evacuation 
announcements were made by the Lead Head of Planning. 
 
1.     Apologies 

 
Apologies for non-attendance at the Meeting were accepted and recorded on 
behalf of Councillor M Tolerton, Councillor U Mackin and it was noted that 
Councillor A Girvin would be late. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest  
 

The Chairman sought Declarations of Interest from Members and reminded them 
to complete the supporting forms which had been left at each desk. 
 
The following Declarations of Interest were made: 
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• The Chairman, Councillor L Poots, stated that whilst his father would be 
attending to make representations in two of the applications on the 
Schedule, he did not consider this constituted a conflict of interest as he 
himself had not pre-determined the application. 

 
3. Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Alderman J Dillon seconded by Councillor O Gawith and 
agreed that the following Minutes be agreed and signed. 

 
• Minutes of Meeting of Planning Committee held on 28 June 2017. 

 
 (Alderman D Drysdale left the meeting at 11.38 am returning at 11.40 am)  
 
  
4.   Report from the Lead Head of Planning 

 
  It was proposed by Alderman J Dillon, seconded by Councillor O Gawith and  
  agreed that the report and recommendations of the Lead Head of Planning be 
  adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below:- 
 
  Items for Decision 
 

  4.1.1 Schedule of Applications: 
    

 The Chairman reminded Members that they needed to be present for the entire 
 item.  If absent for any part of the discussion they would render themselves 
 unable to vote on the application. 
 
The Legal Adviser highlighted paragraphs 46 - 48 of the Protocol for the 
Operation of the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council Planning Committee which, 
she advised, needed to be borne in mind when determinations were being made. 

 The Chairman advised that there were a number of speakers in attendance 
 making representation on some of the applications and therefore the Schedule of 
 Applications would be taken out of order to enable these applications to be taken 
 first. 

 
  (1) S/2008/0485/F – Major Application – Proposed roundabout from LD1 North 

Lands onto Glenavy Road with associated visibility splays and forward site 
distances and alterations to junction of Glenwood Court and Killowen 
Grange. (Amended proposal – revised description and drawing received) on 
lands to the north and east of Ballymacash Primary School, east of 
Mourneview Park and Glenbrae and south of Glenavy Road, Lisburn 
(northern portion of LAP Zoning LD1).   

 
 The Senior Planning Officer (AS) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Ms Laura Turner who wished to speak as an objector to 
the application highlighting the following: 
 
 



  PC   07 08 2017 

680 
 

• She advised that she was a Community Worker in the Ballymacash area. 
• The local community were very alarmed at these proposals. 
• She outlined significant growth in housing in the area and highlighted the 

fact that there had been no corresponding infrastructure improvements. 
• She outlined the difficulties local residents were experiencing in accessing 

schooling and funding. 
• She outlined the significant traffic congestion in the area. 
• She stated that the infrastructure issues in the area needed to be 

addressed. 
 
  A question and answer session followed. 
 

 The Committee received Alderman S P Porter who wished to speak as an 
objector to the application highlighting the following: 
 

• He concurred with the comments of the previous speaker. 
• There was a history at this location of infrastructure improvement 

agreements, Article 40 Agreements etc which had not come to fruition. 
• The application needed to be considered in the whole and in light of the 

agreements referred to above. 
• It was vital that the outstanding infrastructure Agreements be put in place 

before increased housing was considered. 
• He welcomed the recommendation of the Planning Officer to refuse 

planning permission and stated that this provided an opportunity to 
consider historic agreements and have them implemented. 
 

  A question and answer session followed. 
 

 (During the question and answer session the Senior Planning Officer (MCO’N) 
left the meeting at 11.58 am returning at 12.10 pm) 

 
 The Committee received Mr Edwin Poots MLA who wished to speak as an 
objector to the application highlighting the following: 
 

• He agreed with the previous two speakers that infrastructure needed to be 
in place before any additional housing would be constructed in the area. 

• He outlined why he thought that previous Article 40 Agreements had not 
been adhered to for example bankruptcy during the housing crisis. 

• He outlined sewerage issues in the area and stated that he was surprised 
that NI Water had not raised any concerns at the application. 

• He outlined issues with school places not being available and the fact that 
parents then had to drive their children to schools which were further away 
therefore adding to the traffic congestion issues. 

• He agreed that the recommendation of the Planning Officer was the 
correct one. 

• He stated that the community deserved solutions which would alleviate the 
issues. 

   
A question and answer session followed during which the Lead Head of Planning 
advised that the Council was currently engaged in a process which was attempting 
to bring to fruition the Article 40 Agreements which were in place at this location. 
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The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Senior Planning Officer and by those making representations, agreed by a 
majority of 8:0 with 0 abstentions to refuse the application as outlined in Officer’s 
report for the reasons stated therein. 

 
  

  (2) S/2008/0537/RM – Major Application – A proposed residential development 
of 650 dwellings comprising a mix of detached and semi-detached houses, 
neighbourhood facilities, comprising food store, 2 no service retail units, 2 hot 
food outlets, bank/building society ATM, doctors surgery, associated car 
parking and landscaping (amended proposal and drawings received) on 
lands to the north and east of Ballymacash Primary School, east of 
Mourneview Park and Glenbrae and south of Glenavy Road, Lisburn, 
(northern portion of LAP Zoning LD1). 

 
The Senior Planning Officer (AS) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
(Councillor A Girvin arrived at 12.34 am) 
 
The Committee received Ms Laura Turner who wished to speak as an objector to 
the application highlighting the following: 
 

• Her reasons for objecting to this application were broadly similar to those 
referred to in the previous application. 

• The years which have elapsed since the application was submitted had 
brought substantial changes and this application was no longer relevant. 

• 650 additional homes will make the current situation much worse. 
• Provision for leisure amenities was required before any further 

development was considered. 
• This needs to be considered on its own merits rather than as part of 

BMAP. 
 
  A question and answer session followed. 
 

 The Committee received Mr Edwin Poots MLA who wished to speak as an 
objector to the application highlighting the following: 
 

• The issues with this application were the same as those referred to under 
discussion of the previous application but he was happy to take any 
questions members of the Committee might have. 
 

  A question and answer session followed. 
 

The Committee received Alderman S P Porter who wished to speak as an 
objector to the application highlighting the following: 
 

• The issues with this application were the same as those mentioned in the 
previous one. 

• He commended the Lead Head of Planning regarding the work ongoing to 
get historic agreements addressed. 
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  A question and answer session followed. 
 

The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Senior Planning Officer and by those making representations, agreed by a 
majority of 8:0 with 0 abstentions to refuse the application for the reasons 
outlined in Officer’s report. 
 
(Councillor A Girvin was unable to vote as he had not been present for the entire 
discussion on the above application). 

    
 

      (3) LA05/2016/0542/F – Local Application (Judicial Review – Decision 
Quashed) – Retention of temporary car park (for a period of 1 year) on lands 
at 24 Antrim Street, Lisburn. 

  
The Committee noted that this item had been withdrawn in its entirety by the 
Agent. 
 

  
       (4) LA05/2015/0153/F – Local Application (Called In) – 4 no dwellings and 

associated works (amended plans) on lands at Maghaberry Road between 4 
Glenside and 14 & 16 Old Road, Maghaberry.   

 
 The Senior Planning Officer (RT) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report and this was followed by discussion and clarification on some 
content within the Report. 
 
During the discussion it was highlighted by Councillor N Anderson that this 
particular application had been called in by a member of Council however no one 
had attended today’s meeting to make representations and it was agreed that in 
future this would be closely managed. 

 
The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Senior Planning Officer, agreed by a majority of 9:0 with 0 abstentions to 
approve the application as outlined in Officer’s report and subject to the 
conditions stated therein. 

 
 

       (5) LA05/2017/0186/F – Local Application (Called in) – Retention of dog 
boarding and day care facility – change of use of part of existing dwelling 
(retrospective) to accommodate same and proposed upgrading of existing 
vehicular access (revised scheme) at 116 Halftown Road, Maze, Lisburn. 

 
 The Committee noted that this item had been removed from the Schedule to 
allow for late information to be considered. 
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       (6) LA05/2015/0618/F – Local Application (Called In) – Demolition of existing 
bungalow and erection of a pair of semi-detached dwellings with associated 
parking (amended plans) at 27 Cairnshill Road, Belfast.   

 
 The Senior Planning Officer (MCO’N) presented this application as outlined 
within the circulated report. 
 
The Committee received Mr McClune and Mr Tumelty who wished to speak in 
support of the application highlighting the following: 
 

• There had been no objections from Statutory Consultees except for some 
detail requested by Transport NI. 

• There was a mixture of housing at this location. 
• The current dwelling requires repair and extension and one additional 

dwelling in the area would have little impact. 
• The two dwellings had been designed in such a way to give the 

impression of being one dwelling. 
• This development meets modern day requirements. 
• Other dwellings in the vicinity have been extended, thus increasing their 

footprint. 
• Great care has been taken to minimise overlooking and loss of amenity. 
• Window height has been adjusted to minimise overlooking. 
• The design gives the impression that there is no increase in density. 
• There are similar examples in the vicinity. 

 
A question and answer session followed which drew out some other options 
available to the applicant which might mitigate some of the issues alluded to.  
After this discussion it was proposed by Councillor J Craig, seconded by 
Councillor N Anderson and agreed by a majority of 6:1 with 2 abstentions that 
this application should be deferred for a period of two months pending additional 
information being made available. 
 
Adjournment of meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor L Poots declared the meeting adjourned at 1.53 pm 
 
Resumption of meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor L Poots declared the meeting resumed at 2.35 pm. 
Councillor D Drysdale returned to the meeting at 2.37 pm. 
The Director of Service Delivery (unregulated) did not return to the meeting at 
this stage. 

 
(7) LA05/2016/1070/O – Local Application (Called In) – Proposed erection 

of detached farm dwelling with associated site works on lands 20m east of 
7 Rock Road, Stoneyford, Lisburn. 

 
 The Senior Planning Officer (MCO’N) presented this application as outlined 
within the circulated report. 
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The Committee received Mr O’Reilly and Ms Belshaw who wished to speak in 
support of the application highlighting the following: 
 

• The medical information submitted had been done so to explain why the 
single farm payment had not been claimed.  He explained that due to a 
dispute with a family member, the applicant was unable to provide 
evidence that the farm had been in operation for the stipulated period of 
time. 

• The applicant had been working the farm for the stipulated period and 
wanted to keep it in her family. 

• This would not set a precedent. 
• Going forwards the Single Farm Payment will be applied for by the 

applicant. 
• The sheds were full of hay which indicates ongoing farming. 
• This was a unique case and the issue of not being able to provide 

evidence was due to fractions within a family. 
 

A question and answer session followed after which it was proposed by the 
Chairman,  Councillor L Poots, seconded by Councillor N Anderson and agreed 
that this application be deferred for a period of two months pending the receipt of 
additional information. 

 
 

(8) LA05/2017/0149/O – Local Application (Exceptions Apply) – A 
replacement dwelling – house and domestic garage on land to the north- 
east of no 59 Windmill Road, Hillsborough.  

 
 The Senior Planning Officer (RT) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
 The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Senior Planning Officer, agreed unanimously to approve the application as 
outlined in Officer’s report and subject to the conditions stated therein. 

 
   

      (9) LA05/2017/0338/F – Local Application (Mandatory) – Single storey rear 
extension to kitchen at 3 Orchard Grove, St James Road, Hillsborough.   

 
 The Senior Planning Officer (RT) presented this application as outlined within the 
circulated report. 
 
The Committee, having considered the information provided within the Report of 
the Senior Planning Officer, agreed unanimously to approve the application as 
outlined in Officer’s report and subject to the conditions stated therein.     

 
 Items for Noting 
 
4.2 Department for Infrastructure:Roadway Adoption Certificate 
 
Members noted information provided by the Department of Infrastructure regarding 
a Roadway Adoption at Hillhall Grange, Hillhall Road, Lisburn. 
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4.3 NI Planning Statistics 2016/17 Annual Statistical Bulletin 
 
Members noted that the above information had been published and could be 
accessed on the website indicated within the circulated Report.  It was noted that a 
summary report on these statistics would be presented at the next Committee 
Meeting. 
 
4.4 Development Management – Appeals decisions as of 24 July 2017. 
 
Members noted information circulated in respect of Planning Appeals Decisions -  
LA05/2015/0535/F and Y/2014/0209/F which advised that neither appeal had been 
upheld. 
 
4.5 Budget Report – Planning Unit 
 
Members noted information circulated in respect of the Budget Report for the 
Planning Unit for the year to 31 March 2018 as at 30 June 2017. 
 
4.6. Listing of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historic Interest – Ashfield, 

56 Gravehill Road, Maze, Lisburn. 
 
Members noted information circulated by the Department for Communities dated 
21 July 2017 providing notice of non-listing in respect of Ashfield, 56 Gravehill 
Road, Maze, Lisburn. 
 
 

5. Confidential Report from the Lead Head of Planning and Building Control 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor N Trimble and  
agreed that the reports and recommendations of the Lead Head of Planning be  
adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor L Poots advised that the following items would be discussed 
 ‘in Committee’ for the reasons indicated. 
 
‘In Committee’ 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Craig, seconded by Councillor N Trimble and agreed 
that the items in the Confidential Report be considered ‘In Committee’, in the absence of 
press and public being present. 
 
(The Legal Advisor left the meeting at 3.10 pm) 
 
5.1.1 Enforcement Cases with Court Proceedings in August 2017 
 
It was noted that this item was confidential for reason of information relating to any 
individual; information which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual; and 
information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be 
maintained in legal proceedings. 
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Having been provided with information on Enforcement Cases with Court Proceedings 
in August 2017 it was agreed that the information provided within the Report should be 
noted. 
 
5.1.2 Material and Non Material Considerations in Planning Decision Making Guidance 

Document 
 
It was noted that this item was confidential due to it being information to which a claim 
to legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings. 
 
Having been provided with a copy of the Guidance Document, it was agreed that the  
information be noted. 
 
It was further agreed that information relating to the decision making process should be 
put together into a file for use by each member of the Committee and also uploaded to  
the Council’s information sharing site. 
 
5.1.3  Rolling Year Absence Figures for the Planning Unit 
 
It was noted that this item was confidential for reason of information relating to any 
individual. 
 
Having been provided with information on rolling year absence figures for the Planning 
unit, it was agreed that the information be noted and staff commended. 
 
5.1.4  Verbal Item -  Planning Application No Y/2015/0002/F  
 
Councillor N Anderson and Councillor B Hanvey left the meeting at 3.14 pm as they had 
previously declared an interest in this application. 
 
The Lead Head of Planning updated members on the status of the above application 
and it was noted that it was proposed to hold a Pre-determination Hearing on 21 August 
2017 advising that further detail will follow in due course. 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Councillor A Girvin seconded by Councillor J Craig and agreed to 
come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 
 
The Legal Advisor, Councillor N Anderson and Councillor B Hanvey returned to the 
meeting at 3.20 pm. 
  
6. Any Other Business 

 
 6.1 Pre-application Consultations 
   Councillor A Girvin 
 
Councillor Girvin asked that, in the event of the Planning Unit receiving a Pre-application  
Community Consultation document with the name of a Planning Committee Member on  
It, then that member should be advised accordingly.  It was agreed that this request  
could be acceded to. 
 



  PC   07 08 2017 

687 
 

 6.2 Statutory Consultation 
   Councillor N Anderson 
 
Councillor N Anderson referred to responses from Statutory Consultees stating that it 
appeared to be the case that responses from statutory consultees often differed from 
the opinions of those within the community and with what was apparent on the ground, 
he wondered if there was any other way to obtain specialist opinion. 
 
 
The Principal Planning Officer (RH) responded that these organisations were the  
stipulated consultees and their opinion was to be relied upon and that it was only in  
exceptional circumstances that other advice could be sought i.e from Consultants. 
 
Discussion followed on how best to ensure that infrastructure issues were considered by  
Statutory consultees on a cumulative basis.  
 
At the culmination of the discussion the Chairman, Councillor L Poots wished to  
congratulate the Senior Planning Officer (RT) on her recent new employment  
opportunity and wished her well for the future. 
 

6.3    Governance Arrangements re the Planning Committee  
 

It was noted that this item was confidential for the reason that it contained information 
relating to the financial or business affairs to any particular person (including the Council 
holding that information). 
 
‘In Committee’ 
 
It was proposed by Councillor D Drysdale, seconded by Councillor N Anderson and 
agreed that the above item be considered ‘In Committee’, in the absence of press and 
public being present. 
 
The Legal Advisor, Planning Officers, Members Services Officer and Attendance Clerk 
left the meeting at 3.25 pm and did not return. 
 
Members raised an issue in relation to the Governance arrangements for the Planning 
Committee and requested they would like a meeting with the Chief Executive to discuss 
the matter.  It was agreed that the Chairman would contact the Chief Executive to set up 
a meeting in the first instance. 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 3.50 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

       ____________________________________    
      CHAIRMAN / MAYOR 


