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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Policing and Community Safety Partnership 
Policing Committee held in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, on 20 
February 2020 at 5.15 pm 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Mrs Y Craig (in the Chair) 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor J McCarthy 
Councillor N Anderson 
Councillor A Gowan 
Councillor T Mitchell 
Councillor S Skillen 
Councillor A Swan 
Councillor R Carlin 
Mr M Busch 
Mr P Dean  
Ms D Hancock 
Ms P Leeson 
Ms Christine McCullough 
 
PSNI 
Superintendent D Beck 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

PCSP/Member Services Manager 
Member Services Officer 

  
 
The Vice-Chairman, Mrs Y Craig, welcomed everyone to the meeting and advised that 
she would be in the Chair for the meeting due to the fact that the Chairman, Councillor 
A Ewing was unable to attend.   
 
1. Apologies 
 

It was agreed that apologies be recorded on behalf of The Chairman, Councillor 
A Ewing and Councillor M Guy.  It was also noted that Councillor A McIntyre and 
Councillor N Anderson would be arriving late. 
 

2. Declaration of Conflicts of Interest 
 

The Chairman, Mrs Y Craig outlined the procedure in respect of Declarations of 
Interest and invited members of the Partnership to declare any conflicts of 
interest they might have on Agenda items. 
 
No declarations were made. 

 
3. Nine Monthly Report from the PSNI in respect of the policing of the district 
 
 Superintendent D Beck provided members with a summary of crime figures for 

the nine month period up to 31 December 2019 a copy of which had been 
circulated to members of the Partnership in advance of the meeting.  
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 He worked through the report clarifying queries from those present.  The salient 
points highlighted were: 

 
• There had been a reduction in violent crimes. 
• There had been a significant increase in burglary. 
• Overall crime was down 1.5% which equated to 83 fewer victims of crime 

compared with the same period the previous year. 
• Road traffic casualties were down by around 10%, however he stated that 

this needed to be closely monitored and advised that unfortunately during 
the period there had been a pedestrian fatality in the area. 

• He briefly summarised the new Neighbourhood Policing teams and 
advised members of the key personnel stating that he felt the new 
arrangements were being well received in communities.  He advised that a 
recruitment process was ongoing to increase the numbers in this team by 
seven. 

 
 (Councillor S Skillen and Councillor N Anderson arrived at 5.28 pm) 
 

• Issues around the area of moneylending were emerging as problematic in 
communities and Superintendent Beck felt that there may be potential for 
the PCSP to do some work in this connection.  Mr M Busch and Ms D 
Hancock outlined some of the issues they were aware of and highlighted 
the knowledge and expertise which was available amongst members of 
the Partnership. 

• The success of the first Participatory Budgeting event, “Grand Choice” 
was highlighted and the PCSP Manager was thanked for its successful 
organisation.   

• There had been an increase in crimes against older people. 
• There had been an increase in incidents of domestic violence. 
• He advised that, in relation to sexual offences, charges had been brought 

against 2 males in the area. 
• Councillor N Anderson sought clarification on what was being done in 

schools in relation to educating pupils on sexual crime and in response to 
this Superintendent D Beck outlined the ongoing program of work in 
schools. 

• Councillor S Skillen referred to specific incidents in the Dundonald area 
which included actions by paedophile hunters and asked how this would 
be handled by police.  Superintendent D Beck then outlined the 
challenges and explained the work ongoing across various PSNI units in 
an effort to tackle these crimes. 

• Superintendent D Beck circulated updated domestic violence figures 
advising that police were working closely with Women’s Aid and were 
striving to support victims and their families.  He advised that it had been 
noticed recently that there had been an increase in the number of 
incidents involving parents and children and grand-parents and children.  
As an example of some of the ongoing work he advised of a programme 
which was ongoing to support and encourage victims to express their 
concerns using artwork and this may be developed, in the future, into an 
exhibition. 

• The number of road traffic tickets issued in the area was down however a 
robust approach continued to be taken by police. 
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• During the Christmas Drink Drive campaign 31 detections of drink driving 
had been made and this highlighted the fact that some people still had not 
taken the information circulated over the years on board. 

• Burglaries had risen by 33% and police were working to address this, it 
was challenging but the work would continue.  He stated that significant 
time and energy had been invested.  In response to a question from Mr M 
Busch he advised that these did not appear to have been carried out by 
the same individual as there were different modus operandi across the 
incidents.  He advised that work was ongoing with colleagues in Belfast 
which had achieved some success in addressing incidents on that side of 
the Council area.  Officers were now concentrating on burglaries on the 
other side of the Council area which had mainly been carried out during 
the day. 

• There had been an increase in the number of keyless car thefts (25 
incidents) and in response to a question from Mr M Busch he advised that 
the use of Faraday pouches did appear to be a successful way of 
providing protection against this crime. 
Councillor N Anderson asked whether there was an all-Ireland dimension 
to these thefts and was advised that this would appear to be the case and 
he stated that police were liaising with An Garda Siochana. 

• Mr P Dean commented that the Tackling Para-militarism sub-group had 
not met for some time and suggested that it may be prudent to re-
convene. 

 
 
4. Questions 
 
 The Chairman, Mrs Y Craig thanked Superintendent Beck for his report and went 

on to invite Members of the Partnership to ask questions. 
 
 The following questions were asked and responses received as outlined. 
 
 Councillor A Swan 
 Thefts of tractors 
 
  Councillor A Swan referred to thefts of tractors asking if this was an issue. 
 Superintendent D Beck advised that it was not currently an issue as a lot of 

farming equipment would be locked in sheds at this time of year. 
 
 Councillor S Skillen 
 Animal Welfare 
 
 Councillor S Skillen asked if animal welfare issues were a concern. 
 Superintendent D Beck responded that badger baiting and poisoning incidents 

arose from time to time however this was at a low level. 
 
 Councillor T Mitchell 
 Drug Bins 
 
 Councillor T Mitchell sought an update on where drug bins were currently located 

and the PCSP Manager undertook to ascertain the status of the drug bins and 
respond in due course. 
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 Superintendent D Beck advised of a forthcoming day of action to be held in 

March in relation to prescription drugs and stated that it would be beneficial to 
have the bins up and running for that event. 

 
 Councillor A Gowan 
 Neighbourhood Policing Teams 
 
 Councillor A Gowan asked what the timescale was for the recruitment of the 

additional 7 neighbourhood officers referred to in the report. 
 Superintendent D Beck advised that he was hopeful this would be complete by 

1st April 2020 and briefly outlined the process to be completed between now and 
then. 

 
 Councillor A Gowan stated that his experience of the new Neighbourhood 

Policing teams had been positive and asked what communities could do to assist 
police in tackling burglary. 

 
 Superintendent D Beck stated that by being vigilant and reporting suspicious 

activity members of the community could assist police in tackling such crimes.  
He stated that members of the community also needed to be more security 
conscious and he felt Neighbourhood Watch schemes could assist with 
awareness raising. 

 
 Councillor N Anderson 
 Speed Detection Patrols 
 
 Councillor N Anderson stated that he very much welcomed the speed detection 

patrols on the Ballynahinch Road and suggested extending it to the Lough Moss 
vicinity. 

 
 Mrs Y Craig suggested the Comber Road / Hillsborough Road junction and the 

Ballymacbrennan Crossroads as potential locations and Councillor S Skillen 
suggested the Upper Newtownards Road at Coopers Mill as a potential speed 
detection location. 

 
 Superintendent D Beck undertook to consider each of the above suggested 

areas stating that the camera van might be a suitable option in some of the 
areas. 

 
5. Any Other Business 

 
5.1 Applications for funding under £500.00 
  PCSP Manager 
 
  The PCSP Manger provided information on the following applications for 
  funding under £500. 
 
  It was agreed by the Partnership that these applications be approved. 
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• Stoneyford Pensioners (Crime Prevention Day) for £500 
• PSNI Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics (Lisburn Leg 

19,21-22 March 2020) for £500 
• PSNI Seymour Hill and Conway Residents Association (Cross Community 

Football) - £500 
• PSNI – Support Hub (Message in a Bottle) - £450.00 
• Eden Book Club – Glenavy (Reduce Fear of Crime and Social Isolation) - 

£500 
• Stoneyford Community and Youth Association (Drugs and Alcohol Project) 

- £500 
• Lisburn YMCA (Outreach for Freedom Project) - £240 
• Damask (Outreach for Freedom Project) - £480 

 
 Mr P Dean sought clarification on changes to the criteria to be met by  
 Community Groups to enable them to qualify to apply for funding and the  
 PCSP Manager advised that there had been no changes to criteria for  
 PCSP funding and she advised him of the Council contact who would be  
 in a position to advise of changes to other funding criteria. 

 
 

 There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 6.10 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
                Chairman 
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