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LISBURN  &  CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Remote Monthly Meeting of Council held on Tuesday, 27 October, 
2020 at 7:03 pm 
  
PRESENT IN 
CHAMBER: 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Councillor N Trimble 
 
Deputy Mayor 
Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Aldermen J Baird, W J Dillon MBE, A Grehan, S Martin,  
S P Porter and J Tinsley 
 
Councillors N Anderson, A Gowan, H Legge, C McCready,  
U Mackin and A Swan 
 

PRESENT IN REMOTE 
LOCATION: 

Aldermen D Drysdale, A G Ewart MBE, O Gawith and  
M Henderson MBE 
 
Councillors R T Beckett, R Carlin, S Carson, D J Craig, 
S Eastwood, A P Ewing, J Gallen, A Givan, M Gregg, M Guy,  
D Honeyford, S Hughes, J Laverty BEM, S Lee, S Lowry,  
J McCarthy, G McCleave, A McIntyre, R McLernon,  
T Mitchell, John Palmer and S Skillen  
 

IN ATTENDANCE IN 
CHAMBER: 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 
Director of Service Transformation 
PCSP/Member Services Manager 
Member Services Officer 
Technician 
IT Officer 
 

IN ATTENDANCE IN 
REMOTE LOCATION: 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 
Director of Environmental Services 
Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
Acting Director of Finance and Corporate Services 
Acting Head of Audit, Risk & Performance 
Member Services Officer 
 

Mayor’s Chaplain 
 
Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor 
N Trimble, welcomed those present to the remote meeting of Council, which was being 
live-streamed to enable members of the public to hear and see the proceedings.  He 
requested that all mobile phones be put on silent or switched off for the duration of the 
meeting and pointed out that, in accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders, whilst 
the meeting was being live-streamed, unauthorised recording was not permitted. 
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Alderman S P Porter arrived to the meeting at 7.04 pm. 
 
At this point, the PCSP/Member Services Manager read out the names of the Elected 
Members and Officers in attendance at the meeting. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, welcomed to the meeting 
Mr Gerard Byrne who had recently been appointed as Acting Head of Audit, Risk & 
Performance. 

 
 
Prayers 
 
Alderman J Tinsley and Councillor C McCready arrived to the meeting during prayers 
(7.08 pm and 7.18 pm respectively). 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, welcomed his Chaplain,  
Rev Fiona Forbes, to the meeting.  Rev Forbes gave an address and said a prayer, 
following which Councillor Trimble thanked her for her attendance and she left the 
meeting (7.23 pm). 
 
 
1. Business of The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
 

1.1 Mayor’s Engagements 
  
The Council noted a number of engagements attended by The Right Worshipful 
the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, and the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny 
Palmer, since the last meeting of Council.  Councillor Trimble made particular 
reference to: 
 
(a) a reception he had held for outgoing Members of the PCSP following its  
  recent reconstitution; 
(b) himself and Councillor H Legge having accompanied Lisburn &  

Castlereagh Street Pastors patrolling in Dundonald/Castlereagh; and 
 (c) receptions he had held for Dreamscheme NI and Atlas Women’s Centre to  
  mark their nomination for the Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service. 
 

The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, stated that she had been privileged 
to attend a thank-you event at Let’s Go Hydro, funded by Carryduff Regeneration 
Forum, for volunteers from the community for their work during the Covid-19 
pandemic.  She also referred to having accompanied the Mayor on a visit to the 
Ulster Aviation Society for the presentation of the Dutch Liberation Medal to local 
WW2 veteran, Mr Fred Jennings. 
 
 

2. Apologies 
 

It was agreed to accept an apology for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf 
of the Chief Executive. 
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3. Declarations of Interest 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 
 

4. Council Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Councillor A Swan and 
agreed that the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 22 September, 2020 
and the special meeting of Council held on 19 October, 2020, be confirmed and 
signed, subject to: 
 
Special Meeting of Council – 19 October 2020 
Page 593, Item 3.2 
NI Water – to present their infrastructure plans 
 
The name of Councillor N Anderson to be included at bullet point 6. 
 
 

5. Matters Arising 
 

Special Meeting of Council – 19 October 2020 
Page 593, Item 3.2 
NI Water – to present their infrastructure plans 
 
Councillor N Anderson referred to discussion at the special meeting of Council 
with NI Water in relation to capacity issues at a number of locations within the 
Council area.  An indication had been given that NI Water would not be 
recommending approval of major applications in such areas.  Councillor 
Anderson stated, however, that there were examples of when NI Water, as a 
statutory consultee, had given permission for major applications to proceed in 
some areas, thus having an adverse impact on ratepayers.  At the request of 
Councillor Anderson, supported by Councillor S Skillen, it was agreed that a letter 
be sent to NI Water seeking clarity on the information provided at the special 
meeting regarding this matter and an assurance that, as a statutory consultee, it 
was using due diligence in relation to consultations on major planning 
applications. 
 
 

6. Deputations 
 
 There were no deputations. 
 
 
7. Business Required by Statute 
 

There was no Business Required by Statute. 
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8. Adoption of Minutes of Committees 
 
Leisure and Community Development Committee    6 October 2020 
Proposed by Alderman M Henderson 
     Seconded by Councillor D Honeyford 
 
Page 545, Item 7.2 
Dundonald Arts Corridor – ‘Wee Free Library’ 
 
Councillor H Legge stated that, following the meeting of the Leisure and 
Community Development Committee, she had liaised with the NI Library Service 
and had been advised that, during the current ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, if 
someone returned a book to the library, it was held for 72 hours before being 
made available for reallocation.  In light of this information, she stated that it may 
not be prudent to have the ‘Wee Free Library’ implemented on Council premises 
at the current time.  It was agreed that this matter be referred back to the Leisure 
and Community Development Committee to consider when this service could be 
put in place. 
 
Page 540, Item 4.3 
Christmas Events 2020 
 
Alderman S P Porter referred to the Committee having been advised that work 
was ongoing regarding celebrations in the Irish Linen Centre & Lisburn Museum 
as the traditional Santa setting may not be feasible this year.  Alderman Porter 
stated the importance of keeping Christmas time special and, whilst he 
understood not everything would be possible with the current Covid-19 
restrictions in place, it was important that the Council area would still have Santa.  
He suggested that the covered space outside the Irish Linen Centre be used as 
an area for children to see Santa, socially distanced, and also that a post-box be 
placed there for children to mail their letters to Santa.  The Chairman, Alderman 
M Henderson, agreed that Officers would endeavour to implement the 
suggestions made by Alderman Porter. 
   
Environmental Services Committee                7 October 2020 
Proposed by Councillor N Anderson 
     Seconded by Councillor R McLernon 
 
Development Committee                                                         7 October 2020 
Special Development Committee    21 October 2020 
Proposed by Alderman W J Dillon 
     Seconded by Councillor U Mackin 
 
Development Committee – 7 October, 2020 
Page 570, Item 5.2 
Draft Counter Representations Report: Summary of Counter Representations to 
Draft Plan Strategy and Proposed LDP Workshop 
 
At the request of the Chairman, Alderman W J Dillon, it was agreed that the 
above matter be referred back to the Development Committee for further 
consideration. 
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Special Development Committee – 21 October, 2020 
Page 600, Item 4.3 
Lisburn Chamber of Commerce – Request for Match-Funding 
 
At the request of the Chairman, Alderman W J Dillon, it was agreed that points 
(a) to (d) be amended as follows: 
 
(a) any funding is to be match-funded from private sector funding; 
(b) the Council’s Covid-19 messaging, as promoted by The Right Worshipful 
  the Mayor, should be included within any campaign; 
(c) the campaign promotes Lisburn and, where possible, Castlereagh; and 
(d) any campaign supports the Council’s Light Festival. 
 
Special Development Committee – 21 October, 2020 
Page 601, Item 4.4 
Lisburn Light Festival Update 
 
Councillor S Skillen left the meeting during consideration of this item of business 
(7.58 pm). 
 
Alderman S Martin requested that the decision taken at the special meeting of 
the Development Committee to proceed with the Officer’s recommendations in 
respect of the Light Festival be set aside in so far as the Council should not take 
forward the light tunnel and prisms as part of the Festival programme but instead 
the matter be debated by all Members of Council at the current meeting. The 
Chairman of the Development Committee, Alderman W J Dillon, stated that 29 
Members of Council had attended the special meeting on 21 October, but all 40 
could have attended, had they so wished.  He stated that the decision had been 
taken after being debated for over 90 minutes, having gone through the 
democratic process, and he was not in agreement to this matter being referred 
back to Committee. 
  
Alderman Martin stated that, whilst all Members were permitted to attend the 
Committee meeting, non-Committee Members were not entitled to a vote. He 
stated that he supported the proposal made by Alderman A Grehan at the special 
meeting on 21 October due to the significant costs associated with the decision 
and in light of the current economic circumstances. He stated that it was 
important, for the purpose of democratic representation, that objections were 
noted. The request was seconded by Councillor S Lee who stated he did not 
support the decision in question and he also wanted a further vote on the matter, 
as did Councillor R Carlin. There followed a discussion on procedure with 
contributions by Councillor U Mackin and Aldermen J Baird, A Grehan and  
J Tinsley. 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, stated that in order for a 
fresh vote to be taken on the matter this evening, all Members would require to 
be fully informed and be presented with all of the detail. Since the item was 
discussed at the special meeting of 21 October ‘In Committee’ any further 
discussion or debate would also have to be taken ‘In Committee’. He stated that 
the request by Alderman Martin was unusual given that normal governance and 
due diligence had already taken place with the item being discussed by Members 
several times before, with the most recent decision taken at the special meeting  
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Special Development Committee – 21 October, 2020 
Page 601, Item 4.4 
Lisburn Light Festival Update (Contd) 
 
on 21 October. He also stated that he did not want to curtail any Member’s ability 
to open up the discussion again and wanted to be fair to Alderman Martin and his 
request and afford all members the opportunity to express their opinion on the 
matter further. He stated that he wanted to be led by all Members on this issue 
and that a democratic decision on how to proceed was the best way forward and 
proposed an indicative vote be taken. 
  
A vote was taken on whether the debate on the Lisburn Light Festival should be 
opened to allow a further vote and it was agreed that this would not be the case, 
the voting being 14 for and 24 against. 
 
Councillor A Gowan had left the meeting prior to the vote being taken. 
 
Capital Projects Committee                                                  13 October 2020 
Proposed by Councillor S Hughes 
     Seconded by Councillor H Legge 
 
Corporate Services Committee              14 October 2020 
Proposed by Alderman S P Porter 
     Seconded by Alderman S Martin 
 
Planning Committee             9 September 2020 
 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 9 September, 2020 had been 
circulated for noting only as these minutes had been agreed at the subsequent 
meeting of the Planning Committee on 5 October, 2020.  It was proposed by 
Alderman O Gawith, seconded by Councillor A Swan and agreed that their 
contents be noted. 
 

 
9. Report from Chief Executive 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Chief Executive be 
adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
9.1 Remembrance Sunday – 8 November, 2020 
 
Councillor A Gowan returned to the meeting during consideration of this item of 
business (8.08 pm). 
 
Members were provided with, and noted the contents of, copies of letters from 
the Royal British Legion regarding Remembrance Sunday events in Lisburn and 
Hillsborough, which were to be much smaller events than would normally have 
been the case, due to current Covid-19 restrictions.  The Director of Service 
Transformation confirmed that the Council would be supporting the Royal British 
Legion by providing an audio-visual stream of events at both locations. 
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9.2 Adjustments to Christmas Waste Collection and Operating Arrangements 
  2020 – Delegated Authority 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Baird, seconded by Councillor N Anderson and 
agreed that, in order to meet print deadlines and wider communication needs, 
delegated authority be granted to the Environmental Services Committee, at its 
meeting to be held on 4 November, 2020, to consider and approve any 
necessary contractor variations over the Christmas and New Year holiday period. 
 

 
10. Reports from Members on Boards 
 

There were no reports from Members on Boards. 
 
 
11. Reports on Decisions Subject to the Reconsideration Procedure 
 
 There were no reports on decisions subject to the reconsideration procedure. 
 
 
  Councillor S Skillen returned to the meeting at this point (8.11 pm). 
 
 
12. Notice of Motion 

 
 12.1 Funding for Arts, Events and Creative Industries 
  Councillor S Lowry 
 

Alderman J Baird left, and returned to, the meeting during consideration of this 
item of business (8.16 pm and 8.20 pm), as did Councillor S Hughes (8.17 pm 
and 8.23 pm) 
 
A copy of the following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor S Lowry had 
been circulated to Members with the notice convening the meeting: 

  
  “This Council acknowledges the contribution of those employed 
  in the Arts, Events and Creative Industries.  We understand the 
  impact that lockdown has had on these sectors; on theatres, 
  museums, live music venues, comedy clubs, freelancers and  
  individual artists and all other creative outlets that have been in  
  the dark since March, with most having no finite indication of 
  when their activities can recommence safely. 
 
  This Council recognises the impact on businesses in the creative 
  sector within the Lisburn & Castlereagh area and the duty on us 
  to support those who have received no government assistance to 
  date and that this funding is used to address the perilous situation 
  faced by many individuals and organisations in the industry. 
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12.1 Funding for Arts, Events and Creative Industries  (Contd) 
  Councillor S Lowry 
 

  This Council welcomes the allocation of £29 million by the Northern 
  Ireland Executive to the Arts, Culture and Heritage sectors as part 
  of a £1.57 billion investment from the UK Government purposefully 
  designed to protect these world-class industries across the UK. 
 
  This Council agrees to write to the Communities Minister Carál Ní 
  Chuilín in support of the direct allocation of funds to those within 
  these industries who have been most impacted.  In addition, this 
  Council agrees to write to the Finance Minister Conor Murphy to 
  encourage any further measures that can be taken to support and 
  protect the creative sectors going forward”. 
 
 

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S Lowry and seconded by 
Councillor H Legge. 
 
Councillor S Lowry welcomed recent announcements on the first wave of 
funding, which was supposed to be the emergency funds from the UK 
Government back in July.  This would help a lot of people; however, much more 
was needed by way of financial support, and quickly.  A proper strategy needed 
to be put in place for the safe reopening of the Arts sector.  When people 
emerged from the first lockdown, many turned to some form of cultural or creative 
activity, whether watching television programmes or films, listening to music or 
theatre productions steamed online.  Without the arts and creative industries, it 
would have made life much harder.  The notion that arts was so often seen as a 
luxury, treat or hobby needed to stop.  This was people’s livelihoods – it paid the 
bills and put food on the table like any other job.  It was often the first sector to 
feel the cut when it came to funding priorities and historically had provided so 
much with very little investment in return. 
 
Over the last number of weeks, Councillor Lowry had been engaging with a 
number of individuals and organisations across the sector to ascertain the impact 
that the pandemic had had on those within the industry and she stated that it was 
a depressing picture, to say the least.  Speaking to those involved in music, 
theatre, events and entertainment, there was grave concern for the sectors, as 
well as the mental health of many who did not know how they would pay their 
bills under the current arrangements.  Many felt they had been cut adrift since 
March.  Councillor Lowry referred to a production company that had a very busy 
year lined up, including theatre shows, a concert tour, numerous corporate 
events and a European tour.  As was the case for many other companies, in 
March this all disappeared and that company lost approximately 90% of its 
income and business.  This had a domino effect on others such as set builders 
sound engineers, individual artists, freelancers, etc. who in many cases had lost 
100% of their income and were just about surviving on Universal Credit. 
 
The Performing Arts School, of which there were schools in both Lisburn and 
Castlereagh area, received no Government support and lost 100% of its income 
as it relied on pupils fees.  Stage schools were not just about being a platform for 
a small few who went on to seek a career in performing; they were also about  
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12.1 Funding for Arts, Events and Creative Industries  (Contd) 
  Councillor S Lowry 
 

young people finding a place to be happy and feel they belonged, especially 
those who felt they did not fit in anywhere else.  Councillor Lowry reinforced that 
the extracurricular activities of young people were very important for their mental 
health and wellbeing.  Audio-visual and events companies were also seriously 
impacted and had been unsupported to date.  This had been a difficult time for 
all, but the immediate future of the industry was deeply concerning and was at 
crisis point.  Many people had fallen through the cracks and had not been able to 
receive Universal Credit throughout the pandemic.  Hardship money must be 
released for these individuals immediately.   
 
Northern Ireland in recent years had become a major attraction for the 
entertainment sector and if a proper strategy was not put in place, there would be 
a talent drain that would take years to come from.  Within the sector, there were  
businesses that provided a service and contributed to the community and 
economy, just like other sectors.  The film industry had been granted support and 
it was great to see production underway for projects such as Line of Duty.  If a 
similar scheme was implemented for theatre and local arts and events, it would 
help reduce some of the financial risk involved in the current climate and ease 
the burden on local constituents suffering as a result of receiving zero support. 
 
Those people Councillor Lowry had engaged with were eager to recover and 
reopen and had put in place stringent health and safety checks in relation to 
Covid-19 measures in their proposals, but due to the ever-changing situation, 
they still had no clarity or support.  Whilst fully understanding the financial and 
public issues, both local and central Government found themselves dealing with, 
the benefits of live music and entertainment to the public were huge.  It brought a 
sense of positivity and community spirit, and a chance for performers to work and 
earn money for their families. 
 
In terms of the Council’s responsibility and the duty to perform as a cultural 
venue with an arts service, it was vital that it worked quickly to push for a 
response to the pandemic that supported cultural recovery, both in terms of 
practical support, financial support and through long-term strategic plans that 
would help the sector be more resilient and help it to recover post-Covid.  
Councillor Lowry acknowledged the measures the Council had already put in 
place to deliver events and culture experiences under the difficult and changing 
restrictions.  She thanked Councillor H Legge for seconding her Notice of Motion, 
which they hoped would implore on the Ministers responsible, the Executive, the 
NI Assembly and the UK Government that the time to act was now. 
 
In seconding the Notice of Motion, Councillor H Legge stated that she supported 
Councillor’s Lowry’s comments regarding recent announcements on funding, but 
this was not enough.  The arts sector was no less important than any other sector 
and deserved support.  She stated that it would be a very dull world without 
music, dance, theatre and so many other professions within the arts and 
entertainment sector.  She also referred to the importance of backstage support. 
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12.1 Funding for Arts, Events and Creative Industries  (Contd) 
  Councillor S Lowry 
 

 
A number of Members spoke in support of Councillor Lowry’s Notice of Motion, 
namely Alderman S P Porter, Councillor S Lee, Councillor G McCleave, 
Councillor J Gallen, Councillor N Anderson and The Right Worshipful the Mayor, 
Councillor N Trimble.  In supporting the Notice of Motion, the following points 
were made: 
 

 Arts, events and the creative industries sector had a massive impact on 
the life and vibrancy of the City; 

 Thanks were expressed to the Northern Ireland Assembly for trying its 
best to support as many sectors as possible.  Whilst the funding already 
allocated was welcomed, it was important to encourage more support, 
help and targeted funding for those in most need; 

 The last six months had been difficult for local bands and the entire bands 
fraternity throughout Northern Ireland.  Efforts had been made to keep the 
spirit going by playing online, etc; and 

 Arts and culture made a massive and valuable contribution to society, be it 
through the economy, health and wellbeing or education 

 
The Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor S Lowry, seconded by Councillor 
H Legge, was put to the meeting and unanimously agreed. 
 
12.2 Restrictions on Maternity Services 
  Councillor S Carson 
 
A copy of the following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor S Carson had 
been circulated to Members with the notice convening the meeting: 

 
  “That Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council notes with concern 
  the current restrictions placed around access to maternity 
  wards for birthing partners due to Covid-19.  Furthermore, it 
  recognises the varying measures across Health and Social  
  Care Trust areas in the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
  area and agrees to write to the Health Minister asking that 
  further consideration is given to a consistent approach locally 
  allowing for birth partners to be afforded increased access to 
  pregnancy, maternity and neonatal services”. 
 

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S Carson and seconded by 
Councillor S Skillen. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, advised that, in 
accordance with Standing Order 16.1 (6), the above Notice of Motion would be 
referred to the Corporate Services Committee for consideration.  The Chairman 
of the Corporate Services Committee, Alderman S P Porter, proposed that, given 
that this was a pressing issue, the Committee be granted delegated authority to 
consider the Notice of Motion and proceed with any action arising.  This proposal 
was seconded by Councillor A Swan and agreed. 
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12.3 Good Relations 
  Councillor S Lee 
 
A copy of the following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor S Lee had 
been circulated to Members with the notice convening the meeting: 

 
  “Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council have the ambition to be a 
  welcoming, safe, fair and inclusive City for all.  This council 
  recognises the work that has been undertaken particularly by 
  many in the community and voluntary sector to improve relations. 
  However, gaps remain, including through the allocation of  
  funding. 
 
  This Council recognises the scourge of Hate Crime and incidents 
  in the Council area on the basis of sexual orientation, race and 
  religion.  We understand that these are likely to be significantly 
  under-reported. 
 
  We recognise that as a council we have a statutory duty to 
  address Good Relations and that this is on the limited basis of 
  promoting good relations between persons of different religious 
  beliefs, political opinion and racial groups.  This only covers 

some of the hate crime categories, yet we understand that to  
tackle hate and intolerance we must promote good relations  
between those groups who experience hate but are not 
currently covered by the Good Relations duty. 
 
This Council therefore commits to: 

 Supporting the extension of the Good Relations duty to 
the hate crime categories; 

 Write to the Executive Office requesting flexibility in its 
Good Relations funding and request that the Executive 
Office consider extension of its Good Relations duties 
to the hate crime categories; 

 Council Officers scope internal mechanisms relating to 
good relations and equality and diversity funding to fund 
more proactive work in addressing hate crime”. 

 
The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S Lee and seconded by 
Councillor J McCarthy. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, advised that, in 
accordance with Standing Order 16.1 (6), the above Notice of Motion would be 
referred to the Leisure and Community Development Committee in order that 
Officers could prepare a report for consideration.  It was noted that such a report 
would include input from the PCSP, given the reference in the Notice of Motion to 
hate crime. 
 
 

13. Confidential Business 
 
There was no confidential business. 



  MM  27.10.2020 

614 

 

14. Any Other Business 
 
14.1 Hillsborough War Memorial Committee 
  Councillor John Palmer 
 
At the request of Councillor John Palmer, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, 
Councillor N Trimble, agreed that, following Remembrance Sunday, he would  
facilitate a meeting between interested parties in Hillsborough to consider the 
formation of a new War Memorial Committee. 
 
Alderman M Henderson left the meeting at this point (8.37 pm). 
 
14.2 Covid-19 Impacts on Mental Health 
  Councillor S Skillen 
 
Councillor S Skillen referred to the impacts Covid-19 was having on people’s 
mental health and suggested that a report be brought through the Health 
Working Group on how the Council could help support mental health.  The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, explained that this had been an item 
on the agenda of the last Health Working Group meeting and it had been agreed 
at that time that a deputation in relation to mental health be received at a future 
meeting of the Corporate Services Committee. 
 
14.3 Hillsborough Forest Park/Play Park 
  Councillor C McCready 
 
Councillor C McCready stated that, by virtue of its success, Hillsborough Forest 
Park/Play Park was currently experiencing pressures.  He had received a large 
number of calls from Hillsborough residents regarding traffic issues and asked if 
anything could be done to relieve pressures.  He understood that the play park 
was to close down at the beginning of November but, given that Sundays were 
particularly busy, he asked that something be done in the short-term and that 
matters be addressed for when the park opened again.  The Director of Service 
Transformation stated that the Council was very sensitised to this issue and had 
deployed extra resources in terms of short-term solutions.  The support of 
Beechlawn School was much appreciated.  There would be further meetings with 
Roads Service and PSNI later in the week and the Council would continue to 
engage with the Regeneration Group.  In the longer term, the Council would 
continue to seek a solution through the City Deal proposals and Members would 
be briefed on that as it progressed.  The outline business case for City Deal 
included provision of additional infrastructure in the village. 
 
14.4 Workshop to Review Protocols and Procedures of the Planning  
  Committee 
  Councillor D J Craig 
 
Councillor D J Craig referred to a proposal some six months ago that a workshop 
would be held to review the protocols and procedures of the Planning 
Committee; however, given the Covid-19 situation, that had been delayed.  
Councillor Craig sought an indication as to when that workshop might proceed.  
The Director of Service Transformation advised that notification had been 
received from the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) that the Regulations were to  
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14.4 Workshop to Review Protocols and Procedures of the Planning  
  Committee  (Contd) 
  Councillor D J Craig 
 
be extended until at least March.  The Council needed to be looking longer term 
at this matter and the Director gave an assurance that this would be prioritised in 
the New Year and workshops would be held as planned.  The review did not just 
take effect around Covid-19, a number of issues associated with the protocols 
had been addressed with both the previous and current Chairman of the 
Planning Committee, including the Council’s efficiency agenda. 
 
14.5 Divis Mountain Walk – Parking Issues 
  Councillor G McCleave 
 
Councillor G McCleave referred to discussion under item 14.3 around parking 
issues in the vicinity of Hillsborough Forest Park.  He asked that the Director of 
Service Transformation raise with DfI the issue of parking at Divis Mountain 
Walk, at which parking was also bad, particularly on Sundays.  The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, stated that the Divis Mountain Walk 
was on the boundary of the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council area.  The 
Director pointed out that there was a phenomenon involving public attendance, 
across the region and across all parks facilities, including forest parks.  He 
agreed to raise this matter in general with the Department to include all facilities. 
 
14.6 Workshop to Review Protocols and Procedures of the Planning  
  Committee 
  Councillor N Anderson 
 
Councillor N Anderson referred to the above matter raised under item 14.4 by 
Councillor D J Craig and asked if the protocols/procedures could proceed to be 
amended, given that there could be a situation whereby the emergency 
regulations be further extended to possibly June.  The Director of Service 
Transformation advised that, as previous Chairman of the Planning Committee, 
Councillor D J Craig had led on this and had sought a number of changes; some 
of those had been implemented as emergency procedures to allow for Covid-19.  
There were a number of other improvements that could be made.  As the process 
was continued to be refined, a number of potential efficiencies had been 
identified and those would be further discussed with Members.  Those 
efficiencies, if acceptable, would lead to a change in the protocol.  The Director 
confirmed that the workshops would be proceeded with and a meaningful 
consultation would be held with existing Members of the Planning Committee and 
any other Members who wished to be involved. 
 
14.7 Hillsborough Forest Park/Play Park 
  Councillor A Swan 
 
Councillor A Swan referred to earlier discussion under item 14.3 and stated that 
the National Trust had limited access to its properties and advance booking was 
required.  He suggested that this was something that could be looked at in 
respect of Hillsborough Forest Park.  The Director of Service Transformation 
confirmed that access to Hillsborough Forest Park was controlled by the  
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14.7 Hillsborough Forest Park/Play Park  (Contd) 
  Councillor A Swan 
 
Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs (DAERA), but there 
were assets within the park that the Council had leased.  In relation to Councillor  
Swan’s comments, he confirmed that the Council would continue to explore 
different ways to control that and all options would be considered. 
 
A number of other Members, namely Councillor John Palmer, the Deputy Mayor, 
Councillor Jenny Palmer, Alderman O Gawith and The Right Worshipful the 
Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, voiced their concerns with regard to the current 
traffic issues associated with Hillsborough Forest Park/Play Park.  It was stated 
that, not only were there difficulties in the vicinity of the entrance to the play park, 
but also at the gated entrance to the Forest Park on the Ballynahinch Road.  
Residents in that area had been distraught at people parking their cars within the 
estate and on the main road.  The Council needed to keep pressure on to ensure 
that any possible resolutions were arrived at as quickly as possible.  
 
Having been asked when the Council planned to implement Phase 2 of the 
Hillsborough Forest Park project, which included new car parking, the Director of 
Service Transformation advised that this matter had been advanced through City 
Deal.  A revision of the Capital Programme was ongoing, which included the 
Hillsborough Forest Park project, for Members’ consideration and relative 
prioritisation. 
 
Alderman W J Dillon stated that the Hillsborough Forest Play Park was one of the 
biggest success stories of Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council.  After spending 
some £1.5 million, he would have been greatly disappointed if it had not been 
such a success.  It was expected that people would come to visit the park and 
car parking had been extended within the perimeters of Hillsborough Forest.   
 
Councillor M Guy stated that she sympathised with residents in relation to 
parking issues, but was genuinely delighted to hear so many families were 
enjoying the play park.  However, she referred to issues for families with children 
in wheelchairs.  She acknowledged that this was coming up at a later Committee 
meeting and hoped that all Members would be cognisant of these issues. 
 
14.8 Breaches of Smoke Control Area 
  Councillor S Lee 
 
Councillor S Lee stated that he had received a significant number of complaints 
from residents in the Castlereagh South area regarding breaches of the smoke 
control area and this was concerning.  He stated that there did not seem to be a 
consistent policy across the Council area and this need to be explored at 
Committee.  Councillor Lee asked if the Director of Environmental Services had 
any information about follow-up in terms of the breaches referred to.  The 
Director confirmed that the Council did have specific areas which were 
designated smoke control areas; however, she was not aware of these ongoing 
issues but agreed to raise this the next day with the Head of Service 
(Environmental Health) and update Councillor Lee accordingly. 
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14.9 Number of Notices of Motion 
  Alderman D Drysdale 
 
In response to a query from Alderman D Drysdale as to whether the Council’s 
Standing Orders set out a limit on the number of Notices of Motion that could be 
presented to a Council meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor  
N Trimble, confirmed that this was not the case. 
 
 

Conclusion of the Meeting 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, 
thanked those present for their attendance and reminded those present in the Council 
Chamber that they should exit the Chamber in an orderly fashion, adhering to social 
distancing guidance, and wear their face masks when moving about the building. 
 

 
There being no further business for consideration, the meeting was terminated at  
9.02 pm. 
 
 
 
 
               
                    Mayor 


