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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Remote Monthly Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 26 October 
2021 at 7:00 pm 

PRESENT IN 
CHAMBER: 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Alderman S Martin 

Aldermen J Baird, W J Dillon MBE, A G Ewart MBE, 
O Gawith, A Grehan, M Henderson MBE, 
S P Porter and J Tinsley 

Councillors N Anderson, R Carlin, S Eastwood, R T Beckett, 
R Carlin,  D J Craig, A P Ewing, A Givan, D Honeyford,  
S Hughes, J Laverty BEM, S Lee, H Legge, U Mackin,  
C McCready, A McIntyre, R McLernon and John Palmer  

PRESENT IN REMOTE 
LOCATION: 

Aldermen D Drysdale 

Councillors S Carson, J Gallen, A Gowan, M Gregg, M Guy, 
S Lowry, G McCleave, Jenny Palmer and S Skillen  

IN ATTENDANCE IN 
CHAMBER: 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 

Director of Finance and Corporate Services 
Member Services Officer (BS) 
Member Services/PCSP Administrative Assistant (EW) 
Technician 
IT Officer 

IN ATTENDANCE IN 
REMOTE LOCATION: 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 

Director of Environmental Services 
Director of Service Transformation 
Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 

Reverend Cheryl Meban, Chaplain at the Presbyterian 
Church, Ulster University 

Commencement of the Meeting 

At the outset the Director of Finance & Corporate Services read out the safety 
announcements. 

At the commencement of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Alderman  
S Martin, welcomed those present to the October remote meeting of Council, which was 
being live-streamed to enable members of the public to hear and see the proceedings.  
He also advised that, in accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders, whilst the 
meeting was being live-streamed, unauthorised recording was not permitted. 
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Commencement of the Meeting (Cont’d) 

For the purpose of the livestream, the Member Services Officer read out the names of 
those Members in attendance at the meeting. 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor asked that mobile phones be turned off or put on silent 
for the duration of the meeting and asked that any Member on Zoom who required to 
leave the meeting for any reason to send a message to the Member Services Officer via 
the ‘chat’ function.  

1. Business of The Right Worshipful the Mayor

The Right Worshipful the Mayor expressed condolences in respect of the following 
bereavements: 

- Robert Lamont, Environmental Health Unit, whose father Wesley, passed 
away earlier this month.  Mr Wesley Lamont had been a former Director of 
Environmental Health in the former Lisburn Borough Council, having retired in 
1997 but who remained an active member of the community.

- the passing of Mr Noel Kearney, former proprietor of Kearney Wallpaper and 
Paints, Lisburn, Mr Kearney having been a longstanding respected member of 
the community, and

- the passing of the former Mayor of the former Lisburn Borough Council,
Mr William (Billy) Bleakes, who is survived by the former Mayoress, Sadie. Mr 
Bleakes served on the former Lisburn Borough Council from 1977 until 2001, 
having served as Mayor from 1987 to 1989 during which time he led the 
community in the aftermath of the bombing on the evening of the Lisburn Half 
Marathon and Fun Run.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor stated that it had 
been a privilege to attend, on behalf of the Council, the funeral of Mr Bleakes 
at Hillhall Presbyterian Church along with Alderman W J Dillon and Council 
Officers.  As a mark of respect the Council stood for one minute’s silence at 
7.04 pm.  Following the minute’s silence The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
advised that he had written a letter of sympathy, on behalf of the Council, to 
the former Mayoress, Sadie, and put on record that following his retirement, Mr 
Bleakes had remained active in his community and his work with ShopMobility 
was worthy of note.

Prayers 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Alderman S Martin, having welcomed to the 
meeting Reverend Cheryl Meban, Chaplain at the Presbyterian Church, Ulster 
University, invited Rev Meban to address the Council.  During her address 
Reverend Meban referred to the civic reception that had taken place the previous 
Friday night to mark the Royal Status of Hillsborough.  Rev Meban stated that she 
had the joy and privilege to join with others at this wonderful event and paid tribute 
to the Council’s efforts in making the event a success.   
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Prayers (Cont’d) 
 
Rev Meban concluded with a prayer, during which she remembered the 
bereavements referred to by The Right Worshipful the Mayor.  The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor, thanked Rev Meban for her contribution that evening and 
also for her contribution at the aforementioned civic event on Friday, 22 October, 
2021. 

 
 Rev Meban left the meeting at 7.14 pm. 
 

1.2 Mayor’s Engagements 
  

The Council noted a number of engagements attended by The Right Worshipful 
the Mayor and Deputy Mayor since the previous meeting of Council.  The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor expressed thanks and appreciation to the Deputy Mayor, 
Councillor T Mitchell, for having deputised for him on occasions during the month. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor wished to draw Members’ attention to the launch 
of the Mayor’s Community Awards 2022 and encouraged Members to think of 
those unsung heroes in the community and to make their online nominations 
thereon.   
 
Civic Events to Mark the Status of Royal Hillsborough 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor put on record his thanks and appreciation to the 
entire Council team who had worked tirelessly behind the scenes at all of last 
weeks’ prestigious events in Hillsborough.  He mentioned in particular the efforts 
of the Mayor’s Secretary, Mrs Maria Curran, who was leaving shortly to commence 
her maternity leave and wished to convey best wishes from the Council, to Maria 
and her family, at this special time.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor expressed his 
personal and sincere thanks to Maria in all that she had done in ensuring his first 
few months in Office had been as smooth as possible. 
  
At this juncture, Alderman W J Dillon, on behalf of all the Members of Council, 
commended the manner in which The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Alderman  
S Martin, had carried out his duties to date in his Mayoral year and in particular 
during the previous week at the Royal Hillsborough events.  Alderman W J Dillon 
stated that it was regretful that HM Queen Elizabeth had been unable to attend the 
civic events to mark the status of Royal Hillsborough due to health reasons, and 
added that the civic events had been attended by the Lord-Lieutenant for County 
Antrim, and the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland.  Alderman Dillon put on 
record that both the Civic Dinner at Lagan Valley Island on the Friday night and 
the lantern display and parade in Hillsborough on the Saturday would be forever in 
the history of this Council.  Alderman Dillon concluded by once again commending 
and thanking The Right Worshipful the Mayor for his leadership and direction in 
organising these prestigious events.  
 
In response The Right Worshipful the Mayor, acknowledged the amount of work 
that had taken place behind the scenes by the Chief Executive, the Director of 
Finance and Corporate Services and a team of Council Officers which had 
resulted in a successful weekend of events. 
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1.2 Mayor’s Engagements (Cont’d) 
 
Aldermen O Gawith and J Tinsley, Councillor N Anderson and Councillor  
S Eastwood expressed their thanks and congratulations on the successful events 
to mark Royal Hillsborough the previous weekend. Councillor S Eastwood also 
wished to put on record her apology to The Right Worshipful the Mayor for having 
assumed wrongly that she could bring along a guest on the day and conveyed that 
she had since made a donation. 
 
 

2. Apologies 
 

It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of 
the Deputy Mayor, Councillor T Mitchell, Councillors J McCarthy, A Swan and Hon 
N Trimble and the Chief Executive. 

 
Councillor A McIntyre left the meeting at 7.25 pm. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest 
 

There were no declarations of interest declared at the meeting. 
 

4. Council Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley, and 
agreed that the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 28 September, 2021 be 
confirmed and signed. 
 
 

5. Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising from the Minutes 

 
 
6. Deputations 
 
 There were no deputations. 
 
 
7. Business Required by Statute 
 

(i) Signing of Legal Documents 
 

It was proposed by Alderman J Baird, seconded by Alderman O Gawith, and 
agreed that the following legal documents be signed at the meeting: 
 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and Eurofins Food Testing Ireland Limited, 
Clogherane, Co Waterford, Dungarvan, Ireland – Contract for the provision of 
Public Analyst Services 
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(i) Signing of Legal Documents (Cont’d) 
 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and Learning Pool, The City Factory, 100 
Patrick Street, Derry BT48 7EL – Contract for LGTG Learning Management 
System 

 
 
8. Adoption of Minutes of Committees 

 
Leisure and Community Development Committee        5 October 2021 
Proposed by Councillor R T Beckett 
     Seconded by Alderman J Tinsley 
 
Environmental Services Committee                    6 October 2021 
Proposed by Councillor A P Ewing 
     Seconded by Councillor C McCready 
 
Development Committee                                                               7 October 2021 
Proposed by Alderman A Grehan 
     Seconded by Councillor H Legge 
 
Corporate Services Committee                   13 October 2021 
Proposed by Councillor J Laverty  
     Seconded by Alderman M Henderson 
 
Planning Committee                    6 September 2021 
 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 6 September 2021 had been 
circulated for noting as these minutes had been agreed at the subsequent meeting 
of the Planning Committee on 4 October 2021.  It was proposed by Alderman 
J Tinsley, seconded by Alderman W J Dillon, and agreed that their contents be 
noted. 

 
 

9. Report from Chief Executive 
 
The Director of Finance and Corporate Services left the meeting for the duration 
of consideration of the following item of business (7.29 pm). 
 
9.1   Chief Financial Officer 
 
The Council considered a report by the Head of Human Resources and 
Organisation Development in connection with the designation of the Council’s 
Chief Financial Officer. 
 
The report outlined that the Local Government Finance Act (Northern Ireland) 
2011, Part 1 Section 1 (2), states “a Council shall designate an Officer of the 
Council as its Chief Financial Officer” and in this regard the Northern Ireland 
Audit Office had requested that the designation of a Council Officer as Chief 
Financial Officer be noted at a meeting of the Council. 
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9.1   Chief Financial Officer (Cont’d) 
 
It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor D J Craig, 
and agreed to note the designation of Chief Financial Officer of Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council as the Director of Finance & Corporate Services,  
Mrs Cara McCrory. 
 
The Director of Finance & Corporate Services returned to the meeting (7.31 pm) 
 
 

10. Reports from Members on Boards 
 
 10.1  Retirement of Northern Ireland Local Government Association’s  
           Chief Executive, Mr Derek McCallan 
 
 The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Alderman S Martin, an Executive Member of 
 the Northern Ireland Local Government Association (NILGA), advised the Council 
 of the forthcoming retirement of NILGA’s Chief Executive, Mr Derek McCallan, 
 after almost 10 years of service to NILGA and also after a longstanding service to 
 local government in a number of different roles including the former Lisburn 
 Borough Council.   
 
 The Right Worshipful the Mayor wished to convey his personal appreciation to Mr 
 McCallan for the work he had carried out during his time as Chief Executive of 
 NILGA.  He described Mr McCallan as having a unique and distinctive style of 
 leadership in putting forward the case for local government and in bringing all 
 councillors from the different political parties together from across Northern Ireland 
 in meeting NILGA’s objectives. The Right Worshipful the Mayor stated that  
 Mr McCallan had led from the front with a passion for local government. 
 
 On behalf of the Council, The Right Worshipful the Mayor put on record sincere 
 thanks and best wishes to Mr McCallan on his retirement. 
 
 Alderman W J Dillon also paid tribute to the work of Mr McCallan as Chief 
 Executive of NILGA, describing him as a first class Chief Executive and wished 
 him well in his retirement. 
 
 Councillor A McIntyre returned to the meeting (7.34 pm). 
 
11. Reports on Decisions Subject to the Reconsideration Procedure 
 
 There were no reports on decisions subject to the reconsideration procedure. 
 
 
12. Notice of Motion 

 
 There were no Notices of Motion for consideration. 
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13. Confidential Business 

 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Alderman S Martin, advised that the item to be 
considered under Confidential Business was confidential due to information in 
relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal 
proceedings. 
 
 “In Committee” 

 
It was proposed by Councillor A P Ewing, seconded by Councillor A Givan, and 
agreed that the following items be considered “in committee”, in the absence of 
members of the press and public being present.  The live stream of the meeting 
was paused at this stage. 
 
13.1   Consideration of Judicial Review proceedings for LA05/2015/0466/F 

 
The Director of Finance and Corporate Services presented this item of business. 
 
The Chief Executive’s report outlined the background and key issues in connection 
with the above planning application.   
 
A number of comments were noted from Members in relation to issues outlined in 
the report. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by Councillor U Mackin, and 
agreed that: 
 
a) delegated authority be granted to the November Meeting of the Development 

Committee to consider the legal advice, which would be provided in due 
course, and to consider the necessary actions as recommended in the report 
circulated, and 
 

b) all Members of Council be invited to attend the meeting of the Development 
Committee on 4th November, 2021 to hear this item of business. 
 

 
14. Any Other Business 

 
14.1  Electric Vehicle Charging Points Update 
         Councillor John Palmer 
 
Councillor John Palmer referred to the response from DfI Roads in connection with 
his question that he had raised at the Special Meeting of Council on 28 June 2021 
on the provision of electric vehicle charging points, it being noted that the 
response from DfI Roads had been included in the October Items for Noting 
Schedule.  Councillor Palmer requested an update in relation to the provision of 
electric charging points across the Council area as he had received a number of 
enquiries in this regard from constituents. 
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14.1  Electric Vehicle Charging Points Update (Cont’d) 
         Councillor John Palmer 
 
In response the Director of Service Transformation undertook to bring an update 
report on electric charging points to the December meeting of the Development 
Committee. The Director also advised Members that a joint bid was being made to 
the Westminster funding body on behalf of the Councils.   A further update on this 
funding bid would be provided to the Development Committee.  
 
The Director updated Members in regard to the contract that had been tendered 
for the Blaris Road car park proposal which included a number of additional 
electric vehicle charging points.  The Director reminded Members that the 
Development Committee had also agreed to consider opportunities for electric 
vehicle charging points for its own surface car parks and this this regard his 
Department was working currently with the Director of Environmental Services and 
her team in relation to new locations as part of this proposal. 
 
14.2    Planning Advice Note (PAN) on Implementation of Strategic Planning Policy     
           for Development in the Countryside 
         Councillor G McCleave 
 
Councillor G McCleave commended the Chief Executive and his team for the 
manner in which they had led on the issue of the Department for Infrastructure’s 
PAN in relation to development in the countryside, which he felt, if it had gone 
ahead, would have had a detrimental effect on rural communities.  Councillor 
McCleave having welcomed the Minister’s decision to withdraw this PAN, stated 
that going forward it was important that the Minister consults local councils on 
such issues. 
 
Councillor N Anderson also paid tribute to Council Officers for their recent efforts 
in relation to the above-mentioned PAN and commended the Chairman of the 
Executive’s Infrastructure Committee who had put forward some serious questions 
to the Chief Planning Officer on this matter. 
 
14.3   Electric Vehicle Charging Points – Domestic Properties 
         Councillor N Anderson 
 
Councillor N Anderson referred to the issues raised by Councillor John Palmer in 
relation to electric vehicle charging points and proceeded to discuss the issue of 
the installation of electric vehicle charging points in new build domestic properties 
becoming a regulatory requirement.  In this regard Councillor N Anderson asked 
the Director of Service Transformation if the issue of electric charging points in 
new builds could be included in his update report to the December meeting of the 
Development Committee. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor agreed that in the first instance the Director of 
Service Transformation would ascertain if Councillor Anderson’s suggestion could 
be taken forward within the Council’s competency framework. 
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14.4    Tree Planting to Mark 100th Anniversary of Lisburn Elim Church 
           Alderman S P Porter 
 
Alderman S P Porter raised the issue of the possibility of a tree being planted in 
Wallace Park to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Elim City Church in 
Lisburn.  Alderman Porter stated that whilst he was not a member of this Church, 
he and his family attended on occasions and that in this regard there may be a 
conflict of interest.  He requested that the Chairman of the Leisure & Community 
Development Committee agree to a report on this matter coming before that 
Committee next month.  Alderman Porter also apologised for the lateness in 
bringing forward this request. 
 
Alderman S P Porter welcomed the fact that The Right Worshipful the Mayor, 
Alderman S Martin, was hosting a reception for Lisburn Elim City Church in the 
next couple of weeks to mark this important anniversary.  Alderman Porter also 
commended the work of Lisburn Elim Church for their efforts in making up food 
hampers for distribution to disadvantaged communities which was also an initiative 
to mark their 100th anniversary. 
 
14.5    Tribute to Mr Derek McCallan, NILGA’s Chief Executive   
      Alderman D Drysdale 
 
Alderman D Drysdale advised that he had worked alongside Mr McCallan on 
NILGA’s Audit Committee and paid tribute to his diligence and commitment to his 
role as Chief Executive.  Alderman Drysdale stated that Mr McCallan would be 
greatly missed and extended best wishes to Mr McCallan for a return to full health 
in retirement. 
  

At the conclusion of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Alderman S Martin, 
thanked those present for their attendance. 

 
There being no further business for consideration, the meeting was terminated at  
7.59 pm. 
 
 
 
 
               
                    Mayor 


