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LISBURN  &  CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Remote Monthly Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 26 January, 
2021 at 7:05 pm 
  
 
PRESENT IN 
CHAMBER: 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Councillor N Trimble 
 

PRESENT IN REMOTE 
LOCATION: 

Deputy Mayor 
Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Aldermen J Baird, W J Dillon MBE, D Drysdale, 
A G Ewart MBE, O Gawith, A Grehan, M Henderson MBE,  
S Martin, S P Porter and J Tinsley 
 
Councillors N Anderson, R T Beckett, R Carlin, S Carson,  
D J Craig, S Eastwood, A P Ewing, J Gallen, A Givan,  
A Gowan, M Gregg, M Guy, D Honeyford, S Hughes,  
J Laverty BEM, S Lee, H Legge, S Lowry, J McCarthy,  
G McCleave, C McCready, A McIntyre, R McLernon,  
U Mackin, T Mitchell, John Palmer, S Skillen and A Swan 
 

IN ATTENDANCE IN 
CHAMBER: 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 
Chief Executive 
Acting Head of Communities 
Acting PCSP/Member Services Manager 
Member Services Officer 
Technician 
IT Officer 
 

IN ATTENDANCE IN 
REMOTE LOCATION: 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 
Director of Environmental Services 
Director of Service Transformation 
Acting Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
Acting Director of Finance and Corporate Services 
 

The Very Reverend Sam Wright, Lisburn Cathedral 
 
Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor 
N Trimble, welcomed those present to the remote meeting of Council, which was being 
live-streamed to enable members of the public to hear and see the proceedings.  He 
pointed out that he was the only Member in attendance in the Council Chamber, with all 
other Members attending remotely.  
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Prayers 
 
Aldermen A Grehan and W J Dillon joined the meeting during consideration of this item 
of business (7.07 pm and 7.11 pm respectively). 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, having advised that his Chaplain,  
Reverend Fiona Forbes, would be unable to attend any further Council meetings, 
welcomed to the meeting The Very Reverend Sam Wright, Lisburn Cathedral, and 
advised that Rev Wright would be taking over the role of Mayor’s Chaplain for the 
remainder of this mayoral term.  Reverend Wright stated that it would be an honour to 
undertake this role.  He gave an address and said a prayer, following which Councillor 
Trimble thanked him for his attendance and he left the meeting (7.12 pm). 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, expressed condolences in 
respect of the following bereavements: 
 

 Mother of Graham Stewart, Cleansing Operative, Carryduff; 

 Mother of Kenny May, Driver at Altona Depot; 

 Mandy Tinsley, Receptionist at Grove Activity Centre; 

 Husband of Lorraine Shaw, Assets Unit, Service Transformation; 

 Mother of Nigel Blair and Mother-in-law of Stephen Keenan, Grounds 
Maintenance Section; 

 Mother of Andrew McKelvey, Recreation Assistant, Lough Moss; 

 Mother of Gina Barbon, Parks & Amenities; and 

 Father of Ian McCracken, Building Control Team. 
 
 
1. Business of The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
 

1.1 Mayor’s Engagements 
  
The Council noted a number of engagements attended by The Right Worshipful 
the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, since the last meeting of Council.   

 
 

2. Apologies 
 

There were no apologies. 
 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
 

There were no declarations of interest at this point in the meeting. 
 
During the meeting, the following declaration of interest was made: 
 

 Councillor D J Craig in respect of item 14.8 ‘Support for Primary 6 Pupils’, 
given that he was a member of the Education Authority. 
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4. Council Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor S Lee and 
agreed that the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 15 December, 2020 be 
confirmed and signed. 
 
 

5. Matters Arising 
 

There were no matters arising. 
 
 

6. Deputations 
 
 There were no deputations. 
 
 
7. Business Required by Statute 
 

(i) Signing of Legal Documents 
 
It was proposed by Councillor M Gregg, seconded by Councillor T Mitchell and 
agreed that the following legal documents be signed at the meeting: 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and Garden Escapes (Ireland)  
 Limited of 43C Ballycreen Road, Ballynahinch, BT24 8UB – Contract for  
 play areas phase 3 (re-submission) Lot 1 Tonagh, Lot 2 Ballybeen, Lot 4  
 Grove and Lot 5 Hydebank; 
 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and GBS Roofing Limited of 12  
 Plasketts Close, Kilbegs Business Park, Antrim, BT41 4LY – Contract for  
 Lagan Valley Leisureplex refurbishment of flat roofs; 
 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council to The Woodland Trust of Kempton  
 Way, Grantham, Lincolnshire, NG31 6LL – Deed of Covenant & Lease of  
 land at Billy Neill MBE Country Park, Comber Road, Belfast, BT16 1RQ; 
 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and Russell Brothers Builders  
 Limited of Russell House, 63A Kilvergan Road, Lurgan, County Armagh,  
 BT66 6LJ – Contract for Main Contractor Works Contract (NEC 3  
 Engineering and Construction short form Contract) for Central Service  
 Depot Refurbishment Works; and 
 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and GSS (NI) Limited of The ECOS  
 Centre, Kernohans Lane, Ballymena, County Antrim, BT43 7QA –  
 Contract for the provision of a Management Information System for  
 Cemeteries Administration. 

 
8. Adoption of Minutes of Committees 

 
Leisure and Community Development Committee    5 January 2021 
Proposed by Alderman M Henderson 
     Seconded by Councillor D Honeyford 
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Environmental Services Committee                6 January 2021 
Proposed by Councillor R McLernon 
     Seconded by Councillor A Givan 
 
Page 15, Item 6.3 
Staff Parking for NHS Staff in Laganbank Off-Street Car Park 
 
Councillor N Anderson thanked Officers for their work in progressing the above 
matter which, it was anticipated, would be sorted as soon as possible. 
 
Councillor Anderson referred to an announcement by the Minister for 
Infrastructure regarding off-street parking.  He stated that, following due 
diligence, consideration would be given to the Council taking similar steps 
regarding its car parks and a report would be brought to the Environmental 
Services Committee on this matter. 
 
Development Committee                                                         6 January 2021 
Proposed by Alderman W J Dillon 
     Seconded by Councillor U Mackin 
 
Page 26, Item 5.5 
Refurbishment of Hilden War Memorial 
 
Councillor S Carson welcomed the planned refurbishment of Hilden War 
Memorial, particularly as representatives from History Hub Ulster were keen to 
see work carried out on this memorial.  He thanked the Head of Estates Services 
and the Construction Services Manager for their input on this matter and looked 
forward to seeing the work completed later this year.  The Right Worshipful the 
Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, echoed these sentiments. 
 
Page 17, Item 3.1 
Quarterly Reports on Performance 
 
The Chairman of the Planning Committee, Alderman O Gawith, referred to a 
query raised by Councillor A Givan regarding the average number of weeks for 
the processing of major planning applications.  He gave an assurance that 
Councillors Givan’s concerns had been conveyed to him.  He stated that the 
Planning Committee had an ambitious schedule for this forthcoming year to deal 
with several major planning applications, as well as a continuing healthy volume 
of local applications.  Three major planning applications were due to be 
considered at the Planning Committee meeting on 1 February, 2021, including 
one at 130 weeks and one at 111 weeks. 
 
Capital Projects Committee     12 January 2021 
Proposed by Councillor S Hughes 
     Seconded by Councillor A Gowan 
 
Corporate Services Committee               13 January 2021 
Proposed by Alderman S P Porter 
     Seconded by Councillor S Lowry 
 
Alderman S Martin joined the meeting at this point (7.26 pm). 
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Page 62, Item 8.6 
Draft Estimates 2021/2022 
 
The Chairman of the Corporate Services Committee, Alderman S P Porter, put 
on record his thanks to the Chief Executive, the Corporate Management Team 
and staff within the Corporate Services Department for their work in relation to 
the estimates process. 
 
Emergency Meeting of Corporate Services Committee – 18 December, 2020 
 
Councillor A Swan referred to the above and queried why minutes of the meeting 
had not been presented to Council for ratification in the normal way.  Discussion 
ensued during which the Chief Executive noted concerns by several Members.  
He explained that the above meeting had been convened in order that Members 
of the Corporate Services Committee could be briefed on an urgent matter; 
however, a final decision on the matter had been taken by the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman of the Corporate Services Committee, in line with delegated 
authority granted under emergency governance procedures.  The Chief 
Executive pointed out that the decision had been included in the Decision Log 
within Decision Time, for Members’ attention.  The Chairman of the Corporate 
Services Committee, Alderman S P Porter, stressed that himself and the Vice-
Chairman, Alderman S Martin, could have taken a decision without involving 
other Committee Members; however, given the urgent and sensitive nature of the 
issue, it was deemed appropriate that other Members be briefed before the final 
decision was taken.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, 
agreed, in principle, that if a meeting of a Committee took place, minutes of that 
meeting should be presented.  He stated that this was a definition issue on this 
occasion and it may have been more appropriate to convene the meeting on 18 
December as a briefing for Members rather than an actual Committee meeting.  
 
Planning Committee                 7 December 2020 
 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 7 December, 2020 had been 
circulated for noting only as these minutes had been agreed at the subsequent 
meeting of the Planning Committee on 11 January, 2021.  It was proposed by 
Alderman O Gawith, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley and agreed that their 
contents be noted. 
 

 
9. Report from Chief Executive 
 

There was no report from the Chief Executive. 
 
 

10. Reports from Members on Boards 
 

10.1 Partnership Panel – Verbal Report 
 
The Council’s Partnership Panel Member, Councillor John Palmer, reported that 
meetings of the Partnership Panel had taken place in September 2020 and in 
January 2021 and stated that it was good that local councils were having input 
into ministerial business.  He referred to a paper that had been circulated earlier  
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10.1 Partnership Panel – Verbal Report  (contd) 
 
in the day to all Members and welcomed remarks contained in that paper from 
the Minister of Finance regarding rating going forward for the next financial year.  
The Minister had referred to a zero rate regional increase across domestic and 
non-domestic properties and also the possibility of a six month rates freeze.   
Alderman W J Dillon referred to the Minister’s comments regarding a six month 
rates freeze and stated that a similar promise had been made last year.  He 
enquired who would benefit from the rates freeze as some businesses had been 
able to avail of it last year, but others had not.  It was agreed that the Director of 
Service Transformation would seek clarification on this matter from the Rating 
Division and advise Members accordingly. 

 
 
11. Reports on Decisions Subject to the Reconsideration Procedure 
 
 There were no reports on decisions subject to the reconsideration procedure. 
 
 
12. Notice of Motion 

 
 There were no notices of motion. 

 
 

13. Confidential Business 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, advised that a verbal 
matter required to be dealt with “In Committee” due to containing information in 
relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained in 
legal proceedings. 
 
“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, seconded by 
Alderman J Baird and agreed that the following item be considered “in 
committee”, in the absence of members of the press and public being present.  
The live stream of the meeting was paused at this stage. 
 
13.1 Mullaghglass Landfill Site – Odour Issues 
 
Councillor U Mackin left the meeting during consideration of this item of business 
(7.56 pm). 
 
The Director of Environmental Services gave a verbal report in respect of 
complaints received regarding alleged odour associated with Mullaghglass  
Landfill Site.  Lengthy discussion ensued, during which the Director responded to 
a number of queries and concerns raised by Members and: 
 
(a) advised that regular updates on this matter would be provided to the  
  Environmental Services Committee; 
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13.1 Mullaghglass Landfill Site – Odour Issues  (Contd) 
 
(b) noted comments regarding the importance of open communication with  
  residents and confirmed the Council was working with the NIEA in relation 

to the preparation of a joint communication;   
(c) requested that any Members who had queries they wished to be  
  addressed at a forthcoming meeting, provide those to her no later than  
  Friday, 29 January so that she could collate those and forward to NIEA 
  in order that Members could be briefed as fully as possible at the meeting. 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, seconded by 
Councillor G McCleave and agreed to come out of committee and normal 
business was resumed.  The live stream of the meeting was recommenced at 
this stage. 
 
 

14. Any Other Business 
 
14.1 Thanks to Bin Crews 
  Councillor A P Ewing 
 
Councillor A P Ewing paid tribute to the Council’s bin crews for their work during 
the recent adverse weather conditions and throughout the challenging months of 
the pandemic.  He stated that the service they provided was very much 
appreciated by the local community.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor 
N Trimble, echoed these sentiments. 
 
14.2 Funding for Speed Indicator Devices 
  Councillor John Palmer 
 
Councillor John Palmer stated that the Council’s PCSP had successfully piloted 
Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) three years ago and there were currently 22 
placed across the Council area, with at least another 10 communities requesting 
the provision of a SID for their area.  However, these came at a cost to the PCSP  
budget, with £52,000 having been spent to date on purchasing the devices, plus 
an annual service cost of £200 per unit.  It was agreed on a proposal by 
Councillor John Palmer, seconded by Councillor A Swan, that a letter be sent to  
the Minister for Infrastructure requesting that she explore ways in which her 
Department could assist in the cost of these devices going forward, not only in 
the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council area, but across all council areas, given 
that her Department ultimately had responsibility for roads safety.  SIDs were 
commonplace across all other parts of the UK, but not so much in Northern 
Ireland. 
 
Councillor Swan pointed out that a way to minimise the cost would be to make 
SIDs more mobile, thus being able to move them around different areas.  There 
had been a proposal to install retention sockets so SIDs could be moved around; 
however, Roads Service had refused that, which added to the cost.  Councillor 
Swan stated that this should also be challenged. 
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14.3 Planning Review - Consultation with Non Planning Committee Members 
  Councillor N Anderson 
 
Councillor N Anderson enquired as to when consultation would be taking place 
with those Members who were not on the Planning Committee.  In response, the 
Director of Service Transformation advised that correspondence in terms of the 
extended consultation had gone through the Planning Committee and was now 
prepared for distribution via email to all Members of Council so their views could 
be collated.  The Director stated that comments would be addressed individually; 
however, he would convene a zoom call to discuss feedback, should Members 
so wish.   
 
14.4 Planning Processing Times 
  Councillor N Anderson 
 
Councillor N Anderson sought information in relation to what was holding up 
planning processing times, eg. if there were occasions when statutory consultees 
were responding late or when agents/applicants held up applications.  The 
Director of Service Transformation stated that such information was regularly 
reported.  The biggest issue in terms of overall performance was not necessarily 
consultees, it was the quality of applications that were received for processing.  
Statutory consultees had had a difficulty throughout period of the pandemic in 
terms of getting their systems to come online.  By and large, that had been 
addressed and, whilst there were probably some legacy issues with statutory 
consultees, they were generally responding within the agreed timeframes.   
 
14.5 Cancellation of Emergency and Elective Surgery 
  Councillor D J Craig 
 
Councillor D J Craig referred to the decision of the Minister for Health to cancel 
all emergency and elective surgery, a decision that would have a personal impact 
on a lot of people, especially those suffering from cancer.  Councillor Craig 
specifically referred to the recent news that the Minister for Agriculture,  
Environment and Rural Affairs, Edwin Poots, had been diagnosed with cancer 
and was in urgent need of an operation.  Whilst Councillor Craig fully understood 
why the decision had been made in light of the current crisis, he proposed that  
the Council write to the Minister for Health asking when, and if, surgery could be 
resumed and if additional resources would be allocated to cancer surgeries, 
given that there would be a backlog that, unfortunately, could cost lives.  This 
proposal was seconded by Councillor N Anderson and agreed. 
 
14.6 Antisocial Behaviour in Wardsborough Road/Graham Gardens, Lisburn 
  Councillor A Givan 
 
Councillor A Givan referred to issues a few months ago with regard to major 
antisocial behaviour in the Wardsborough Road/Graham Gardens area of 
Lisburn, which had brought a lot of adverse publicity to the city centre at that 
time.  He thanked the Chief Executive and Council Officers who had organised 
stakeholder meetings to address this matter, the final one of which had taken 
place yesterday.  Councillor Givan paid tribute to all the agencies who had taken 
part in those meetings to bring a resolution to the problem, including Clanmil 
Housing Association, Northern Ireland Housing Executive, PSNI and Lisburn  
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14.6 Antisocial Behaviour in Wardsborough Road/Graham Gardens, Lisburn 
  (Contd) 
  Councillor A Givan 
 
Commerce Against Crime, as well as the Council’s community staff who had 
worked with, and would continue to work with, residents of the area.  Incident 
rates had dropped dramatically, thus stakeholder meetings had now been 
ceased.  Stakeholder meetings had proved to be successful on this occasion and 
Councillor Givan hoped that for future developments, particularly those in the city 
centre, agencies could work together in a similar way, should the need arise.  
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, and the Deputy Mayor, 
Councillor Jenny Palmer, concurred with the sentiments expressed by Councillor 
Givan, particularly in respect of his thanks to Clanmil Housing Association and to 
the Chief Executive for having led in respect of organising the stakeholder 
meetings. 
 
14.7 ‘Ask for ANI’ Codeword Scheme 
  Councillor S Eastwood 
 
Councillor S Eastwood drew Members’ attention to the ‘Ask for ANI’ scheme 
which had recently been launched by the Home Office and was being ran by 
Boots Pharmacies across Northern Ireland.  There were a number of 
independent pharmacies but they were not necessarily fully aware of the 
scheme.  The scheme had the full backing of the Department of Health and the 
Department of Justice and Ministers of both those Departments would encourage 
independent pharmacies to come forward to take part.  Councillor Eastwood 
explained that the scheme meant that if a victim of domestic abuse went to a 
pharmacy and asked for ANI (Action Needed Immediately), they would be taken 
to a discreet consultation room and provided with assistance, with police being 
called if necessary.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, 
advised that information in relation to this scheme had been included in the 
Council’s community e-zine and on its Facebook page.  Councillor Eastwood 
having asked that the PCSP engage with local pharmacies regarding this 
scheme, it was agreed that the PCSP would liaise with the Pharmacy Association 
and request that it disseminate information to local pharmacies. 
 
14.8 Support for Primary 6 Pupils 
  Alderman J Baird 
 
Councillor D J Craig, as a member of the Education Authority, left the meeting 
during consideration of this item of business (8.40 pm) and took no part in any 
discussion. 
 
Alderman J Baird referred to the effects of lockdown and school closures, 
particularly on Primary 6 pupils who were in their most important year of 
preparation for AQE exams.  He proposed that the Council write to the Minister 
for Education seeking, for the benefit of parents and those taking part in exams, 
early guidance on what would happen with next year’s exams and what support 
would be offered to current Primary 6 students to help them make up for lost time 
this year and the trials of home schooling.  This proposal was seconded by 
Alderman Henderson and agreed. 
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14.9 Use of Council Facilities for Administering Covid-19 Vaccinations 
  Alderman J Tinsley 
 
In response to a query by Alderman J Tinsley, the Chief Executive confirmed that 
there had been no recent approaches from the Trust for the use of Council 
facilities for administering Covid-19 vaccinations, but these would continue to be 
made available.  There had been a request prior to Christmas; however, the GP 
surgery in question had found alternative premises and did not then require 
Council facilities. 
 
Alderman W J Dillon stated that he had received his Covid-19 vaccination two 
weeks ago and commended the Health Service for the efficient manner in which 
the process had been organised. 
 
14.10 Refurbishment of Existing Play Parks and Development of New Play  
  Parks 
  Alderman S P Porter 
 
Alderman S P Porter referred to a Council scheme for the refurbishment of 
existing play parks and the development of new play parks.  He stated that, 
despite difficulties associated with the pandemic, some parks had been 
refurbished and some ones were under development.  Alderman Porter put on 
record his thanks to the Head of Parks & Amenities and his team for their efforts 
in this regard. 
 
14.11 Well Wishes to the Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs 
  Alderman M Henderson 
 
It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor N Anderson 
and agreed that a letter be sent to the Minister for Agriculture, Environment and  
Rural Affairs, Edwin Poots, wishing him a speedy recovery from his current ill 
health and offering him the support of the Council. 

 
 
Conclusion of the Meeting 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, 
thanked those present for their attendance. 

 
There being no further business for consideration, the meeting was terminated at  
8.46 pm. 
 
 
 
 
               
                    Mayor 


