
  MM  24.11.2015 

590 

 

LISBURN  &  CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held in the Island Civic Centre, The 
Island, Lisburn, on Tuesday, 24 November, 2015 at 7:00 pm 
  
 
PRESENT: 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Councillor R T Beckett 
 
Aldermen W J Dillon MBE, D Drysdale, A G Ewart,  
T Jeffers, S P Porter, G Rice MBE and J Tinsley 
 
Councillors N Anderson, J Baird, B Bloomfield MBE,  
R Butler, S Carson, P Catney, A P Ewing, O Gawith, 
A Girvin, A Givan, J Gray MBE, B Hanvey, V Kamble,  
H Legge, J McCarthy, A McIntyre, U Mackin, B Mallon,  
T Mitchell, Jenny Palmer, John Palmer, L Poots, S Scott,  
M Tolerton and R Walker 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 
Chief Executive 
Director of Development and Planning 
Director of Environmental Services 
Director of Leisure and Community Services 
Director of Finance 
Head of Marketing and Communication (Mrs C Bethel) 
Transition Manager 
Committee Secretary 
Attendance Clerk 
 
 

Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor  
R T Beckett, having welcomed those present to the meeting, requested that all mobile 
phones be put on standby or silent for the duration of the meeting. 
 
 
Prayers 
 
Councillors A Girvin and J McCarthy arrived to the meeting during this item of business 
(7.04 pm and 7.05 pm respectively). 
 
At the invitation of The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, Pastor 
Jimmy Ritchie, Hillsborough Elim Pentecostal Church, addressed the Council and said a 
prayer. 
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1. Business of The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, reported receipt of a 
letter from the Chief Executive of the Northern Ireland Local Government 
Association (NILGA) congratulating the Council on its success in the 2015 
Translink Ulster in Bloom competition and advising that NILGA intended to 
nominate Hillsborough to represent Northern Ireland in the ‘Large Village’ 
category of the 2016 Royal Horticultural Society Britain in Bloom competition. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, referred to a bomb hoax 
that had occurred in the City the previous week and condemned this incident.  He 
stated that it had been a credit that the Council’s Emergency Plan had been 
successfully implemented on this occasion, with Lagan Valley Island having been 
used as a venue to accommodate those people evacuated from their homes.  
Councillor Beckett commended all Council staff involved in the implementation of 
the Plan. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor outlined the engagements he had attended 
during the month as follows: 
 

 UDR Memorial Service at St Xavier’s Church in County Antrim; 
 

 School Council Elections at Beechlawn School, Hillsborough; 
 

 the local branch of the Royal British Legion had held its first ever Festival of 
Remembrance at Lagan Valley Island and this had been a very successful 
event; 
 

 together with the Chief Executive, the Right Worshipful the Mayor had laid a 
wreath at the war memorial in Lisburn on Remembrance Sunday; the 
Deputy Mayor had laid the wreath at the Hillsborough war memorial; 
 

 official launch of the Lisburn City’s Transformational Public Realm in the city 
centre, at which the Social Development Minister, M Storey, and the 
Chairman of the Development Committee, Alderman A G Ewart, had also 
been in attendance; 
 

 Ladies’ Vintage Tea Evening fundraising event for the Mayor’s Charity.  
Councillor Beckett thanked Councillors A Grehan and M Tolerton for their 
attendance at this event and Alderman A G Ewart who had served 
refreshments; 
 

 The Right Worshipful the Mayor had hosted receptions for Huhtamaki Ltd 
and Hillmount Garden Centre to mark the fact that they had been in 
business for 50 years and 75 years respectively.  The Chairman of the 
Development Committee, Alderman A G Ewart, had also attended; 
 

 Sports Personality of the Year Awards 2015; 
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1. Business of The Right Worshipful the Mayor  (Contd) 
 

 Table Tennis Ireland Six Nations Championships– also attended by the 
Chairmen of the Development Committee and Leisure and Community 
Development Committee, Aldermen A G Ewart and S P Porter; 
 

 Christmas Lights Switch-on event in the city centre.  Councillor Beckett 
commended all Council staff who had been involved in organising this very 
successful event, in relation to which he had received some very positive 
feedback from members of the public in attendance; 
 

 Dinner to mark the 135th anniversary of Distillery Football Club; and 
 

 Hillsborough Castle, as part of a fact-finding mission and tour of key places 
in Lisburn and Castlereagh by Tourism NI representatives. 

 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor advised that, over coming weeks, himself and the 
Deputy Mayor would be attending a number of Christmas Lights Switch-on events. 

 
 
2. Apologies 
 
 It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf  
 of the Deputy Mayor, Councillor A Redpath, Aldermen M Henderson MBE, 

W A Leathem and S Martin, Councillors J Gallen, A Grehan and T Morrow and  
the Director of Corporate Services. 

 
 
3. Declarations of Interest 
 

There were no declarations of interest made at this point in the meeting; 
however, during the meeting, the following declarations were made: 
 

 Alderman G Rice declared an interest in Item 9.4 “Northern Ireland Fire & 
Rescue Service Annual Report & Statement of Accounts 2014/2015, as 
she had been a member of the Board during the 2014/2015 period; and 

 Councillor R Butler declared an interest in Item 9.4 “Northern Ireland Fire 
& Rescue Service Annual Report & Statement of Accounts 2014/2015, as 
he was in full-time employment with the Service. 
 

Councillor Jenny Palmer submitted a declaration of interest form in respect of 
Item 7 “Business Required by Statute, (i) Signing of Legal Documents” (bullet 
point 3) as she was a political representative to Resurgam Trust. 
 

 
4. Council Minutes 
 

4.1 Meeting of Council held on 27 October, 2015 
 
It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Councillor A Givan and 
agreed that the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 27 October, 2015 be  
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4.1 Meeting of Council held on 27 October, 2015  (Contd) 
 
confirmed and signed, subject to Item 14.4 “Low Educational Attainment in 
Socially Deprived Areas” including reference to the proposal by Councillor  
N Anderson that the Widening Participation Units be included as consultees in 
the Council’s Community Plan. 
 
4.2 Special Meeting of Council held on 29 October, 2015 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Alderman A G Ewart that 
the minutes of the special meeting of Council held on 29 October, 2015 be 
confirmed and signed. 
 
4.3 Special Meeting of Council held on 9 November, 2015 
 
Prior to seeking a proposer and seconder for the above minutes, The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, expressed his annoyance that, 
whilst the special meeting of Council on 9 November had been held “in 
committee”, a Member of Council had breached confidentiality and spoken to the 
press about what had been said in the meeting.  It had been Councillor Beckett’s 
intention initially to report the Member to the Ombudsman for breaching the Code 
of Conduct and Council’s Standing Orders.  On consideration of this matter, 
Councillor Beckett was not going to take this course of action on this occasion; 
however, he confirmed that any further such breaches by Members of Council 
would not be tolerated and would be reported to the Ombudsman. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Councillor S Carson and 
agreed that the minutes of the special meeting of Council held on 9 November, 
2015 be confirmed and signed. 
 
 

5. Matters Arising 
 

There were no matters arising. 
 
 
6. Deputations 
 
 There were no deputations. 
 
 
7. Business Required by Statute 
 

(i) Signing of Legal Documents 
 
On a proposal by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Councillor M Tolerton, it 
was agreed that the following legal documents be signed at the meeting: 
 

 The Trustees of St Patricks Gaelic Athletic Club and Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council – Indemnity Agreement in relation to the GAA 
Club undertaking drainage works at Kirkwoods Playing Fields; 
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(i) Signing of Legal Documents  (Contd) 
 

 Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council with QMAC Construction Limited of 
Coolmaghery, 156 Pomeroy Road, Dungannon, Co Tyrone, BT70 2TY – 
Licence Agreement for the use of Castle Street Car Park, 46c Castle 
Street, Lisburn; 

 Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council with Stephen Salley trading as HBK 
Architects of Birches Studio, Dunmacmay Road, Aughnacloy, Co Tyrone, 
BT69 6JB – Form of Agreement for appointment of a Consultant Architect 
for extension to Laganview Enterprise Centre and re-development of West 
Lisburn Community Centre. 

 
 
8. Adoption of Minutes of Committees 

 
It was agreed that the minutes and recommendations of the undernoted 
meetings be adopted, subject to any changes recorded below: 
 
Special Governance and Audit Committee      27 October, 2015 
Proposed by Councillor V Kamble 
     Seconded by Councillor O Gawith 
 
Leisure and Community Development Committee   3 November, 2015 
Proposed by Alderman S P Porter 
     Seconded by Councillor A McIntyre 
 
Page 537, Item 4.1 
Request to Facilitate the Laying of Services at Lisburn Street, Hillsborough 
 
At the request of Alderman S P Porter, it was agreed that the final paragraph of 
this item be amended to read “Following Members’ discussion and assurances 
having been given by the Director that the play park would not be affected by the 
work and that the trees on the site would not be damaged, it was proposed by 
Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor A Givan and agreed that it be 
recommended that the Council agree to the request from the developer to be 
allowed to lay services across Council owned land at Lisburn Street, 
Hillsborough, subject to legal advice, and a bond being in place to ensure that 
the land was properly reinstated after completion of the works”. 
 
Environmental Services Committee     4 November, 2015 
Proposed by Councillor B Hanvey 
     Seconded by T Mitchell 
 
Page 549, Item 6.4.2 
Household Amenity/Bulky Charges 
 
Alderman T Jeffers welcomed the decision to offer free collection of 
amenity/bulky household waste, which would be beneficial, in particular, to senior 
citizens within the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council area. 
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Hillsborough War Memorial 
 
Councillor Jenny Palmer referred to a previous meeting of the Environmental 
Services Committee when it had been agreed that the war memorial in 
Hillsborough would receive some maintenance work in advance of 
Remembrance Sunday.  This work had not been carried out and the Council had 
come under some criticism by members of the local branch of the Royal British 
Legion at the Remembrance Service.  Councillor Palmer having voiced her 
disappointment in this regard, the Director of Environmental Services confirmed 
that an assurance had been given that this work would be done.  She agreed to 
follow up on this matter with relevant Officers and report back to both The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, and Councillor Jenny Palmer. 
 
Development Committee       4 November, 2015 
Proposed by Alderman A G Ewart 
     Seconded by Alderman W J Dillon 
 
Governance and Audit Committee             10 November, 2015 
Proposed by Councillor V Kamble 
     Seconded by Councillor O Gawith 
 
Corporate Services Committee              10 November, 2015 
Proposed by Alderman J Tinsley 
     Seconded by Alderman G Rice 
 
The Director of Development and Planning, Director of Finance and the 
Transition Manager left the meeting prior to adoption of the Corporate Services 
Committee minutes (7.30 pm). 

 
 
9. Report from Chief Executive 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Chief Executive be 
adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 
Items for Decision 
 
9.1 Elected Member Development Charter 
 
The Director of Finance and the Transition Manager returned to the meeting 
during consideration of this item of business (7.32 pm). 
 
The Human Resources & Organisational Development Unit was working toward 
the accreditation of Elected Member Development Charter.  This process 
required the introduction of a Members’ Development Steering Group and NILGA 
had advised that this group would consist of up to eight Members, representative 
of the whole Council; however, that number remained a choice for each council. 
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9.1 Elected Member Development Charter  (Contd) 
 
The Steering Group would: 
 

 provide a Member-led strategic approach to Member development; 

 monitor, advise and promote Member learning and development activities; 

 ensure that these activities were in line with the objectives and values of 
the Council’s Corporate Plan; and 

 evaluate the investment in Member learning and development to assess 
achievement and improve future effectiveness. 

 
It was agreed that each political party make a nomination to serve on the 
Members’ Development Steering Group for the Elected Member Development 
Charter and the following nominations were received: 
 

 Alderman J Tinsley proposed that Councillor N Anderson represent the 
DUP; 

 Councillor B Bloomfield proposed that Councillor R Butler represent the 
UUP; 

 Councillor A McIntyre proposed that Alderman S Martin represent APNI; 

 Councillor P Catney proposed that Councillor J Gallen represent the 
SDLP; 

 Councillor A Girvin proposed that he represent the TUV; and 

 Councillor J McCarthy proposed that he represent NI21. 
 
It was further agreed, on a proposal by Alderman J Tinsley, that, in the case of 
any of the above Members not being able to attend a meeting of the Steering 
Group, they could be represented by another Member of their party. 
 
9.2 Review of Business Rates Consultation Event 
 11 December, 2015 – Lough Neagh Discovery Centre 
 
The Director of Development and Planning returned to the meeting during 
consideration of this item of business (7.34 pm). 
 
Members were provided with details of the above consultation event, organised 
by NILGA in conjunction with the Department of Finance and Personnel.  The 
only cost of a Member’s attendance at the conference would be in respect of 
travelling expenses. 
 
It was agreed that any Member interested in attending the Review of Business 
Rates Consultation Event advise Members’ Services accordingly.  Alderman  
J Tinsley confirmed that Councillor U Mackin would attend the event. 
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Items for Noting 
 
9.3 Away Day 
 
Members were provided with a summary of feedback from the workshops at the 
recent Away Day.  It was noted that a more detailed report would be presented at 
the December meeting of the Governance and Audit Committee. 
 
Alderman S P Porter stated that the Away Day had been useful.  Whilst he 
welcomed the feedback report, he pointed out that he was not in agreement with 
all of its contents but he understood that matters would be progressed through 
Committees. 
 
9.4 Northern Ireland Fire & Rescue Service Annual Report & Statement of  
 Accounts 2014/2015 
 
Members were provided with, and noted the contents of, a copy of a letter dated 
October 2015 from the Northern Ireland Fire & Rescue Service advising of the 
publication of its Annual Report & Statement of Accounts 2014/2015. 
 
9.5 The New General Power of Competence 
 
Members were reminded that the General Power of Competence contained 
within the Local Government Act (NI) 2014 would enable a council, in broad 
terms, to act with similar freedom to an individual, unless there was a law to 
prevent it from doing so.  It would provide a council with the ability to act in its 
own interest and to develop innovate approaches to addressing issues in its 
area. 
 
Members were provided with, and noted the contents of, a copy of the 
Powerpoint presentation which was made at a recent APSE training seminar in 
regard to this matter, together with a copy of information on case studies on how 
councils were using the General Power of Competence to bring about change 
and innovation. 
 
 

10. Reports from Members on Boards 
 

The Chairman of the Lisburn & Castlereagh Policing and Community Safety 
Partnership (PCSP), Councillor S Carson, provided Members with a verbal 
update on the Partnership’s progress, as follows: 
 

 an allocation of £1.5m had been made recently to PCSPs across Northern 
Ireland for programme delivery.  Whilst as a result of this, Lisburn & 
Castlereagh PCSP’s budget for programme delivery had increased by 
£106,000 to £251,000, the indicative allocation had originally been 
£296,000; 
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10. Reports from Members on Boards  (Contd) 
 

 a domestic burglary programme had recently been launched.  Domestic 
burglary had been a big issue over the last couple of months across 
Northern Ireland as a whole; however, the local Chief Superintendent 
considered this crime was now on the decline again.  Councillor Carson 
stated that at many of the homes targeted, windows and doors had been 
left unlocked.  He urged Members to convey to their constituents the 
importance of ensuring their properties were secured; 

 a series of alcohol awareness plays had been held in a number of 
secondary schools in the Council area, with an attendance of around 
2,500 pupils.  The plays had been carried out by a local company and this 
initiative had been supported by the PCSP, Ascert and the YMCA; 

 as a result of extra funding becoming available, the PCSP had committed 
to three core projects – Lisburn SAFE, Four Tier Home Security and the 
Domestic Violence Worker at Lisburn Police Station; 

 a Hate Crime event would be taking place on 26 November at Laganview 
Enterprise Centre and Councillor Carson encouraged Members who were 
available on that evening to attend.  He stated that, whilst incidents of hate 
crime were not high locally, this had been identified as an issue amongst 
ethnic minorities; and 

 Councillor Carson thanked the local police for having afforded all Members 
of the PCSP the opportunity to participate in police patrols.  He and 
Councillor Mackin had gone on patrol with police a few weeks previously 
and this had been a very informative experience, allowing them to see the 
work that Police Officers did. 

 
 
11. Reports on Decisions Subject to the Reconsideration Procedure 
 
 There were no reports on decisions subject to the reconsideration procedure. 
 
 
12. Notice of Motion 
 
 There were no Notices of Motion. 
 
 
13. Confidential Business 
 

There was no confidential business. 
 

 
14. Any Other Business 
 

14.1 Hillsborough Public Realm Scheme – Meeting 
  Alderman W J Dillon 
 
Alderman W J Dillon referred to a meeting that was taking place this evening in 
Hillsborough in respect of the Hillsborough Public Realm Scheme and expressed 
his concern that this had been arranged on the night of a full Council meeting.  
He had spoken to a Council Officer about this who had advised that a further  
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14.1 Hillsborough Public Realm Scheme – Meeting  (Contd) 
  Alderman W J Dillon 
 
meeting would be held for Councillors; however, Alderman Dillon stated that 
tonight’s meeting would have been a good networking exercise for Members with 
the community and constituents.  Alderman Dillon expressed his disappointment 
that a Member of Council who represented that area had chosen to attend the 
meeting in Hillsborough instead of this meeting and he stated that Council 
meetings should take precedence.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor 
R T Beckett concurred with Alderman Dillon’s comments. 
 
14.2 Future of Lisburn Courthouse 
  Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Councillor Jenny Palmer expressed her disappointment on having heard on the 
news earlier that the Council’s efforts and campaigns to save Lisburn Courthouse 
had failed and that Enniskillen and Newtownards were the only two 
recommended for saving. 
 
14.3 Beechlawn School – Best Breakfast Club in the UK 
  Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Councillor Jenny Palmer advised that Beechlawn School had received an award 
for the Best Breakfast Club in the UK and she congratulated the school for the 
provision made to its pupils. 
 
14.4 Congratulations to Members 
  Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Councillor Jenny Palmer congratulated Alderman S Martin on the recent birth of 
his daughter and Councillor B Bloomfield on the recent birth of his grandson. 
 
14.5 Dundonald Football Club – Border Cup Final 
  Alderman D Drysdale 
 
At the request of Alderman D Drysdale, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, 
Councillor R T Beckett, agreed to write a letter of congratulations, on behalf of 
the Council, to Dundonald Football Club on having qualified for the Border Cup 
Final in December.  Councillor Beckett stated that, should the club be successful 
in the final, he would host a reception for it in the New Year. 
 
14.6 Christmas Switch-on – Congratulations to Pastor Ritchie 
  Alderman S P Porter 
 
Alderman S P Porter commended the Mayor’s Chaplain, Pastor Ritchie, on how 
he had delivered the Christmas message at the recent Christmas Switch-on 
event in the city centre. 
 
Alderman G Rice stated that she had been really impressed by the Switch-on 
event and congratulated Council staff and everyone who had participated. 
 
 



  MM  24.11.2015 

600 

 

14.7 Future of Lisburn Courthouse 
  Alderman G Rice 
 
Alderman G Rice referred to Councillor Jenny Palmer’s previous comments 
regarding the above matter and advised that it had been stated that further 
consultation would be held into the closure of Lisburn Courthouse before the 
Justice Minister made a final decision.  Therefore, Alderman Rice stated that 
there may be a further opportunity for views to be put to the Minister. 
 
14.8 World Champion of Champions Singles – Neill Mulholland 
  Councillor P Catney 
 
Councillor P Catney referred to the success of Lisburn bowler, Neill Mulholland, 
on having recently won the World Champion of Champions Singles tournament in 
Australia and stated that the Council should be very proud of this local 
sportsman’s achievement.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T 
Beckett, also congratulated Mr Mulholland who, he stated, was one of a number 
of sporting people in the community who should be commended, including Peter 
Stewart (recently awarded Sports Personality of the Year) and Mark Montgomery 
(local Judo Coach).  Alderman S P Porter, as Chairman of the Leisure and 
Community Development Committee, stated that he and The Right Worshipful 
the Mayor would put arrangements in place in the New Year to recognise the 
achievements of these members of the local sporting community.  Councillor 
Beckett agreed with Alderman Porter’s comments. 
 
14.9 Christmas Lights Switch-on Event – Public Realm Lights 
  Councillor B Bloomfield 
 
Councillor B Bloomfield having congratulated all those involved in the Christmas 
Lights Switch-on event in the city centre, sought an explanation as to why the 
public realm lighting has not been in use. 
 
At this point, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, stated that 
this matter should be discussed “in committee”. 
 
“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Alderman A P Ewing 
and agreed that the item in the Confidential Report be considered “in committee”, 
in the absence of members of the press and public being present. 
 
The Mayor’s Chaplain, Pastor Ritchie, and Councillor S Scott left the meeting at 
this point (7.55 pm). 
 
The Director of Development and Planning explained that the high level lighting 
columns had not been switched on, given the amount of light they would have 
generated in Market Square, resulting in the Christmas tree lights being 
ineffective.  The light floor had been turned off as part of the function was taking 
place on that area. 
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14.9 Christmas Lights Switch-on Event – Public Realm Lights  (Contd) 
  Councillor B Bloomfield 
 
The Director of Development and Planning made a verbal report to Members on 
issues that had arisen on the day of the Christmas Lights Switch-on event in 
relation to the contractor who had undertaken the Public Realm Scheme work. 
 
Councillor S Scott returned to the meeting at 7.57 pm. 
 
Councillor R Butler stated that the event had been a fantastic success; Council 
staff had worked seamlessly to put on an excellent show and local schools had 
made a great effort with costumes.  However, Councillor Butler expressed his 
disappointment in respect of the light show that had taken place. 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Alderman S P Porter, seconded by Councillor P Catney and 
agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 
 
14.10 Bereavement – Mr H Clarke, Lisnagarvey Hockey Club 
 Councillor John Palmer 
 
Councillor John Palmer having advised of the death of Mr H Clarke, who had had 
a longstanding association with Lisnagarvey Hockey Club, The Right Worshipful 
the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, agreed to send a letter of condolence to the 
family circle. 
 
14.11 Protective Barriers Around Council Christmas Trees 
 Councillor A Givan 
 
Councillor A Givan referred to the protective barrier around the Christmas tree in 
Market Square, as well as those provided by the Council in Moira and a number 
of other locations, and, whilst he understood the necessity for such a barrier in 
terms of health and safety, he suggested that a ‘picket fence’ type barrier, similar 
to the one around the tree in the rotunda at Lagan Valley Island, be considered 
for future years as this was more aesthetically pleasing. 
 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 8.02 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
             
                             Mayor 


