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 LISBURN  &  CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held in the Island Civic Centre, The 
Island, Lisburn, on Tuesday, 24 January, 2017 at 7:00 pm 
  
 
PRESENT: 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Councillor R B Bloomfield MBE 
 
Deputy Mayor 
Alderman S Martin 
 
Aldermen W J Dillon MBE, D Drysdale, A G Ewart,  
M Henderson MBE, T Jeffers, W A Leathem, S P Porter,  
G Rice MBE and J Tinsley 
 
Councillors N Anderson, J Baird, R T Beckett, S Carson,  
P Catney, D J Craig, A P Ewing, J Gallen, O Gawith,  
A Girvin, A Givan, J Gray MBE, A Grehan, B Hanvey,  
V Kamble, H Legge, J McCarthy, A McIntyre, U Mackin,  
B Mallon, T Mitchell, T Morrow, John Palmer, L Poots,  
A Redpath, S Scott, M Tolerton, N Trimble and R Walker 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 
Chief Executive 
Director of Corporate Services 
Director of Environmental Services 
Director of Leisure & Community Services 
Lead Head of Development 
Lead Head of Planning and Building Control 
Head of Marketing and Communications (Mrs C Bethel) 
Member Services Officer 
Attendance Clerk 
 
 

Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor  
B Bloomfield, welcomed those present to the meeting and requested that all mobile 
phones be switched off or put on silent for the duration of the meeting. 
 
 
Prayers 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor B Bloomfield, expressed condolences in 
respect of the following recent bereavements: 
 

 Mrs Ella Whan, mother of Mr Harry Whan, Environmental Services; 

 Mr Richard Dobbin, brother of Mrs Maureen McCarroll, Leisure and Community 
Services; 
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Prayers  (Contd) 
 

 Mrs Maureen Heaney, mother of Miss Rosaleen Heaney, Development and 
Planning; 

 Mrs Sarah Kennedy, mother of Mrs Linda Higgins, Leisure and Community 
Services; 

 Mrs Lorna Gregg, mother of Mr Mark Gregg, Environmental Services; 

 Mr Donald Mitchell, father of Councillor Tim Mitchell. 
 
At the invitation of The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor B Bloomfield, Rev E 
Coulter addressed the Council and said a prayer, during which he referred to the above 
bereavements. 
 
Councillor N Anderson arrived to the meeting during prayers (7.03 pm). 
 
 
1. Business of The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
 

Alderman G Rice and Councillor V Kamble arrived to the meeting at this point  
(7.05 pm).  Councillor M Tolerton arrived to the meeting at 7.06 pm. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor B Bloomfield, outlined the 
engagements he had attended during the month as follows: 
 

 visit to residential home in Dunmurry which could not take place prior to 
Christmas given that residents were suffering from a bug; 

 ‘Your Health is Your Wealth’ event in Lisburn Library; 

 reception to mark the achievement of a Gold Award by Hillsborough in last 
year’s Britain in Bloom competition.  Residents of Hillsborough had been 
present at the reception, as well as staff from the Council’s Parks Team who 
were responsible for planting and looking after the floral displays; 

 reception to mark the achievement by Drumbeg Women’s Institute of the 
Institute of the Year award for the whole of Ireland; 

 visit by Mr Dan Lawton, American Consul General; 

 official event in the home of Ms Miranda Tisdale to mark the signing of her 
declaration as new High Sheriff of County Antrim.  The Mayors of all 
councils in County Antrim had been in attendance at the event; 

 PCSP-sponsored welcome event for Syrian families; 

 press launch of the 2017 Northern Ireland Motorcycle Festival at the Eikon 
Centre.  The event had moved this year from Belfast to the Eikon Centre 
and organisers were delighted with the capacity now available to them for 
showing bikes etc; 

 AGM of Lisburn Outlook, which had also been attended by Councillor 
J Gray; 

 Church Service to celebrate the 50 year anniversary of St Patrick’s 
Academy, Lisburn. 

 
 
2. Apologies 
 
 There were no apologies. 
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3. Declarations of Interest 
 

At this point in the meeting, Councillor J Gray declared an interest in item 4.11 on 
page 5 of the Leisure and Community Development Committee Minutes 
“Northern Ireland Museums Council Grant for Audio Visual Recording 
Equipment” in light of the fact that she had been a member of the Board of the 
Northern Ireland Museums Council until December 2016.  Councillor A McIntyre 
had now taken her place on the Board and Councillor Gray stated that she hoped 
he would enjoy the position as much as she had. 
 
During the course of the meeting, the following declarations of interest were 
made: 
 

 Councillor A P Ewing declared an interest in “On-Street Car Parking 
Charges Increase” as referred to in item 8, Adoption of Minutes of 
Committees, in view of the fact that he worked in the City Centre; and 

 Councillor D J Craig declared an interest in item 14.4 “Withdrawal of Youth 
Funding in Northern Ireland” in view of his membership of the Education 
Authority. 

 
 
4. Council Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Councillor A Redpath, seconded by Councillor Alderman W J 
Dillon and agreed that the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 20 
December, 2016 be confirmed and signed.  
 
 

5. Matters Arising 
 
 There were no matters arising. 
 
 
6. Deputations 
 
 There were no deputations. 
 
 
7. Business Required by Statute 
 

(i) Signing of Legal Documents 
 
On a proposal by Councillor A McIntyre, seconded by Councillor T Morrow, it was 
agreed that the following legal document be signed at the meeting: 
 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and Garden Escapes (Ireland) 
Limited of 43C Ballycreen Road, Ballynahinch, County Down, BT24 8UB – 
Contract for Play Area Strategic Upgrade Phase 1 at (1) Ballyoran Play 
Area, Rosneath Gardens, Dundonald , (2) Hill Street Play Area, Hill Street, 
Lisburn and (3) Kilmakee Play Area, Larch Grove, Seymour Hill, 
Dunmurry; 
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(i) Signing of Legal Documents  (Contd) 
 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and AECOM Infrastructure & 
Environment UK Limited (No. 00880328) whose registered office is at 
Scott House, Aecom Link, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 7PP 
(Consultant) – Letter of Appointment AECOM – Development of Discover 
Waterways Project; and 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and AECOM Infrastructure & 
Environment UK Limited (No. 00880328) whose registered office is at 
Scott House, Aecom Link, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 7PP 
(Consultant) – Letter of Appointment AECOM – Development of Moira 
Public Realm Scheme. 

 
 
8. Adoption of Minutes of Committees 

 
It was agreed that the minutes and recommendations of the undernoted 
meetings be adopted, subject to any changes recorded below: 
 
Leisure and Community Development Committee   3 January 2017 
Proposed by Councillor T Morrow 
     Seconded by Councillor A Givan 
 
Page 7, Item 4.15.1 
Arts Grant Scheme Funding Awards 
 
Alderman W A Leathem referred to the fourth paragraph of the above item which 
stated that he had raised a query with regard to one of the criteria for arts 
funding, namely the requirement for an artist to have been born in the Council 
area or who currently resided in the area.  Alderman Leathem stated that what he 
had raised was fact that he wanted the criteria to be changed to require artists to 
live in the Council area and this was to be reviewed. 
 
Page 4, Item 4.6 
Peace IV Partnership Update 
 
Councillor T Morrow referred to correspondence from the Special European 
Union Programmes Body (SEUPB) regarding Elected Member representation on 
the Local Partnership that had been discussed and noted at the Leisure and 
Community Development Committee meeting.  He stated that, since that 
meeting, he understood SEUPB had written further to advise that this outcome 
was likely to have an impact on the issuing to Council of a formal letter of offer in 
respect of the funding.  Councillor Morrow pointed out that this funding was a lot 
of money that the Council could not afford to lose and proposed that, in order to 
address this matter, the membership of the Local Peace Partnership be extended 
to 11 Members and include one Member from the SDLP, such Member to be 
selected by that party. 
 
Alderman J Tinsley having enquired if any correspondence had been received 
from the SEUPB regarding the above, the Director of Leisure & Community  
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Page 4, Item 4.6 
Peace IV Partnership Update  (Contd) 
 
Services confirmed that no correspondence had yet been received, only a 
telephone message indicating that correspondence would follow.  Alderman 
Tinsley stated that there was a democracy in place in the Council and the 
d’Hondt system had been used in allocating places to the Local Peace 
Partnership. 
 
Alderman W A Leathem pointed out that the letter from SEUPB that had been 
considered at the Leisure and Community Development Committee meeting had 
advised that the Local Peace Partnership’s “application for funding had been 
successful” but it would request that the composition of elected representation on 
the Partnership be reconsidered.  However, since the letter, during a telephone 
call with a member of Council staff, a member of staff in the SEUPB had advised 
that the outcome may have an impact on the issuing of a formal letter of offer in 
regard to the funding.  Alderman Leathem suggested that the Council write to the 
Equality Commission asking that an impact study be carried out on the workforce 
of the SEUPB. 
 
Alderman S P Porter stated that, whilst he understood that the Chairman of the 
Leisure and Community Development Committee, Councillor T Morrow, was 
looking out for the Committee and not wanting to lose out on funding, he stressed 
that the letter from the SEUPB confirmed that the Partnership’s application for 
funding had been successful. 
 
Councillor T Morrow stated that he had understood further correspondence had 
been received from the SEUPB.  That not being the case, he apologised and 
withdrew his earlier proposal and stated that, should correspondence be 
received, it could be considered at a future meeting. 
 
Car Parking at Wallace Park 
 
Councillor T Mitchell referred to complaints he had received from constituents 
about difficulties experienced in getting a parking space, given that there were 
people using this as an all-day car park, eg. commuters travelling to Belfast.  
Councillor Mitchell having enquired what action the Council could take to address 
this issue and enforce the 4 hour limit that was in operation in the car park, the 
Director of Leisure & Community Services confirmed that he was aware of the 
difficulties described by Councillor Mitchell and advised that Departmental staff 
were actively looking at ways of addressing the problem as cost effectively as 
possible. 
 
Environmental Services Committee    4 January 2017 
Proposed by Councillor J Baird 
     Seconded by Alderman J Tinsley 
 
At this stage, Alderman S P Porter stated that he wished to raise a confidential 
matter from the Environmental Services Committee minutes. 
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“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Alderman S P Porter, seconded by Councillor N Anderson 
and agreed that the following item be considered “in committee”, in the absence 
of members of the press and public being present. 
 
Page 23, Item 5.5 
Estimates 2017/2018 
 
The Mayor’s Chaplain, Rev E Coulter, left the meeting at this stage (7.25 pm). 
 
Alderman W A Leathem left, and returned to, the meeting during consideration of 
this item of business (7.26 pm and 7.28 pm respectively). 
 
Alderman S P Porter sought clarification regarding the inclusion in the salaries 
budget of a percentage to allow the cover of annual leave.  The Director of 
Corporate Services explained that the amount included in the salaries budget 
related to front line services staff only, eg. refuse collectors.  Following 
discussion, the Chief Executive pointed out that a special meeting of the 
Corporate Services Committee was taking place the following evening and a 
report on this matter would be presented at that meeting. 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by Councillor N Trimble and 
agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 
 
Page 19, Item 4.9.1.1 
Application for Approval of McCulla Ireland Ltd Under Regulation  
(EC) No. 853/2004 
 
Councillor J Palmer having raised concerns regarding odour from the biomass 
digester at McCulla Ireland, the Director of Environmental Services stated that 
she had attended a site meeting at the premises and this matter was being 
addressed. 
 
On-Street Car Parking Charges Increase 
 
At this stage, Councillor U Mackin referred to the announcement made on Friday, 
20 January, 2017 by the Minister for Infrastructure that charges for on-street car 
parking in Lisburn, Belfast and Newry were to be increased from 60p to 80p per 
hour, which equated to a 33% increase.  Councillor Mackin stated that this 
announcement from the Minister had come at a time when business had started 
to thrive again in Lisburn City Centre and he was concerned at the effect the 
increase in car parking charges may have both on shoppers in the City Centre 
and local retailers.  Councillor U Mackin expressed his dissatisfaction at the lack 
of any consultation with the councils concerned and proposed that the Council: 
 
(a) write to the Minister for Infrastructure pointing out the Council’s 
  disappointment and dismay at the manner in which this situation had 
  been handled with no discussion or consultation whatsoever with those 
  involved; 
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On-Street Car Parking Charges Increase  (Contd) 
 
(b) write to Belfast City Council and Newry, Mourne and Down District Council 
  seeking their support in lobbying the Minister in this regard; and 
(c) write to the Northern Ireland Local Government Association (NILGA) 
  seeking its help and support in taking this issue forward, as well as the 
  Northern Ireland Independent Retail Trade Association. 
 
Councillor A Redpath, in seconding the proposal by Councillor U Mackin also 
pointed out that the increase in charges was contrary to what the Council had 
been told when parking charges had been introduced initially, which was that it 
was not in an attempt to raise revenue but rather was an attempt to encourage 
people to shop and leave, hence the minimal charge and time limit.  Councillor 
Redpath also stated that the increase in parking charges seemed to be 
completely contrary to Central Government’s policy of encouraging retail in city 
centres and was a disproportionate burden on local shoppers and traders. 
 
The proposal by Councillor U Mackin, seconded by Councillor A Redpath, was 
put to the meeting and agreed. 
 
During discussion, in which cross party support was voiced in respect of 
Councillor Mackin’s proposal, the following was suggested: 
 
(i) the letter to the Minister for Infrastructure should ask if the decision to 
  increase on-street parking charges had been subject to an Equality 
  Impact Assessment; 
(ii) the Chief Executive should liaise the following day with the Chief  
  Executives of Belfast City Council and Newry, Mourne and Down District  
  Council; and 
(iii) Lisburn Chamber of Commerce be contacted to work with the Council in  
  addressing this matter. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor P Catney, seconded by Councillor J Gallen and 
agreed that consideration be given by the Environmental Services Committee, in 
conjunction with the Development Committee, to reviewing the charges in 
Council-owned car parks with a view to reducing those to offset any increases 
levied by the Department for Infrastructure for on-street parking. 
 
 
Development Committee      4 January 2017 
Proposed by Councillor U Mackin 
     Seconded by Councillor J Gallen 
 
Governance and Audit Committee    10 January 2017 
Proposed by Alderman M Henderson 
     Seconded by Councillor A Redpath 
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Page 58, Item 4.3 
Elected Member Management and Governance Structure for Key Investment 
Projects 
 
In proposing the minutes for adoption, Alderman M Henderson pointed out that 
the above item was not being proposed for adoption at this time as it would be 
considered later in the meeting in the confidential report of the Chief Executive. 
 
Page 56, Title 
 
Alderman W A Leathem having pointed out that the date in the title of the 
Governance and Audit Committee minutes was incorrect, it was agreed that this 
be changed to 10 January 2017. 
 
Corporate Services Committee     10 January 2017 
Proposed by Councillor O Gawith 
     Seconded by Councillor B Mallon 
 
For Noting 
 
Planning Committee             5 December, 2016 
 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 5 December, 2016 had been 
circulated for noting only as these minutes had been agreed at the subsequent 
meeting of the Planning Committee on 9 January, 2017.  It was proposed by 
Councillor A Redpath, seconded by Councillor N Anderson and agreed that their 
contents be noted. 
 
Alderman J Tinsley stated that a number of his party colleagues had serious 
concerns regarding the Planning Committee in terms of the length of the 
Committee meetings, possible legal challenges for its Members, the amount of 
bureaucracy involved, etc. and requested a meeting with the Chief Executive and 
Alderman A G Ewart to discuss this matter. 
 
Councillor A Redpath concurred with Alderman Tinsley’s comments.  He referred 
to the significant workload for Members of the Planning Committee, who were 
exposing themselves to a significant amount of personal risk.  Figures from the 
Ombudsman’s office indicated that a high proportion of cases related to planning 
issues.  Councillor Redpath advised that the Planning Committee was making 
representation to the Department for Infrastructure in relation to its concerns and 
he welcomed the support of other Members. 
 
Alderman M Henderson welcomed the comments made by Alderman J Tinsley 
and suggested that the meeting with the Chief Executive include the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman of the Planning Committee, Party Group Leaders and 
Councillor A Girvin. 
 
The Chief Executive agreed to meet with Elected Members, as outlined above, to 
discuss this issue.  She stated that she was well aware of the burden both on 
Members of the Planning Committee and Council Officers involved.  The Chief 
Executive agreed that, following her meeting with Elected Members, she would  
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speak to the Chief Planner and the Permanent Secretary in the Department for 
Infrastructure to relay the concerns of Members and, if the Minister was still in 
post at that stage, a letter could be sent to him also. 
 

 
9. Report from Chief Executive 
 

It was agreed that the reports and recommendations of the Chief Executive be 
adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
Items for Decision 
 
9.1 Meeting with Chief Executive, Woking Borough Council 
 
Members were advised that Mr Ray Morgan, Chief Executive of Woking Borough 
Council, had agreed to host a delegation from Lisburn & Castlereagh City 
Council to discuss capital project development.  It was proposed by Alderman  
M Henderson, seconded by Councillor J Gallen and agreed that the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman of both the Development Committee and the Leisure and 
Community Development Committee, together with any other relevant Members, 
and appropriate Officers meet with Mr Morgan. 
 
9.2 National Association of Councillors – The Future for Local Government 
 Youth Services 
 24-26 February, 2017 – The Royal Clifton Hotel & Spa, Southport 
 
Councillor T Mitchell left, and returned to, the meeting during consideration of this 
item of business (8.02 pm and 8.04 pm respectively). 
 
Members were provided with details of the above conference, the estimated cost 
of a Member’s attendance at which was £713.22.  It was proposed by Councillor  
B Mallon that, as Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council did not deal with youth 
services, no Members be nominated to attend. 
 
Alderman M Henderson pointed out that it was important that Members 
nominated to represent the Council on the National Association of Councillors 
(NAC) be seen to support the Association’s events.  He stated that he would not 
be attending this particular conference but stressed that NAC Members should 
be permitted to attend any NAC conferences if interested in doing so.  In 
response to these comments, Alderman S P Porter agreed, in principle, but 
stated that each conference should be considered on its own merits, given that 
some had no relevance to the work of the Council. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Baird, seconded by Councillor H Legge and 
agreed that any NAC representatives interested in attending the above 
conference be permitted to do so.  It was noted that the DUP would not be 
represented. 
 
Alderman W A Leathem requested that, should any Members attend the 
conference, they provide a written report on how significant it was in relation to 
the work of the Council. 
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9.3 Remembering the Somme DVD Launch 
 16 February, 2017 – Craigavon Civic and Conference Centre 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a letter dated 11 January, 2017 extending 
an invitation to attend the launch of the Ancre Somme Association’s education 
DVD entitled “Remembering the Somme”, being hosted by the Deputy Lord 
Mayor of Armagh, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough Council on 16 February, 
2017.  Whilst there was no limitation on the number of tickets, it was noted that 
they would be on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Baird, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley and 
agreed that any Member wishing to attend this event advise the Member 
Services Unit no later than 27 January, 2017 so that the necessary registrations 
for attendance could be made. 
 
Items for Noting 
 
9.4 Northern Ireland Water 

Special Meeting of Council on 29 November, 2016 
 

Members were provided with a copy of a letter dated 13 January, 2017 from 
Northern Ireland Water in response to representatives’ attendance and 
presentation at the special meeting of Council held on 29 November, 2016.  It 
was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor A P Ewing and 
agreed that the contents of the correspondence be noted. 
 
9.5 Department for Infrastructure – TransportNI Eastern Division 
  Presentation of TransportNI Autumn Report 
  Special Meeting of Council on 29 November, 2016 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a letter dated 6 January, 2017 from the 
Divisional Manager, TransportNI Eastern Division, in response to representations 
by this Council in regard to the presentation of the TransportNI Autumn Report at 
a special meeting of Council held on 29 November, 2016.  It was noted that, as 
requested by the Divisional Manager in this correspondence, arrangements had 
been made to meet to address the conduct of future meetings and a further 
report would be made in due course. 
 
Councillor S Carson referred to the previous item regarding the response from 
Northern Ireland Water to issues raised at the special meeting of Council on 29 
November, 2016 and stated that there was a significant difference in the amount 
of detail provided by that organisation compared to the lack of detail given by 
TransportNI following the meeting.  He also expressed his dissatisfaction that 
representatives from TransportNI had been invited to attend a public meeting of 
the Lisburn & Castlereagh Policing and Community Safety Partnership (PCSP) 
the previous week in Cairnshill as there were significant concerns raised by 
residents in relation to the Saintfield Road.  However, TransportNI had advised 
that no representative could be made available for that meeting.  Both Members 
of the PCSP and the public had been infuriated at this situation and Councillor 
Carson expressed his concern at the manner in which TransportNI was 
continuing to treat the Council and other bodies, such as the PCSP. 
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9.5 Department for Infrastructure – TransportNI Eastern Division 
  Presentation of TransportNI Autumn Report 
  Special Meeting of Council on 29 November, 2016  (Contd) 
 
Alderman M Henderson concurred with the comments made by Councillor S 
Carson regarding the non-attendance of TransportNI at the PCSP public meeting 
and advised that the PCSP Manager had been asked to write to the Northern 
Ireland Policing Board expressing concern at the failure of TransportNI 
representatives to attend.  Alderman Henderson proposed that the Council write 
to the Minister for Infrastructure reminding him of the statutory duty of  
 
TransportNI to attend such meetings.  Having concurred with the comments by 
Alderman M Henderson, Alderman G Rice seconded his proposal and this was 
agreed. 
 
In noting that arrangements had been made for the Chief Executive to meet with 
the Divisional Manager to address the conduct of future meetings, Alderman W A 
Leathem suggested that the Chief Executive provide him with a copy of the letter 
of response from Northern Ireland Water (as referred to in item 9.4) as an 
indication of the detailed response expected by the Council. 
 
9.6 Appointment of Sheriffs 2017 
 
Members were provided with a copy of information received from the Northern 
Ireland Office in regard to the appointment of NI Sheriffs for 2017 by the 
Secretary of State.  It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by 
Councillor A P Ewing and agreed that the contents of the correspondence be 
noted. 
 
9.7 Notice of Motion – ME and Fibromyalgia 
 
Councillor S Scott left, and returned to, the meeting during consideration of this 
item of business (8.22 pm and 8.24 pm respectively). 
 
Members were provided with a copy of the following pieces of correspondence in 
relation to the Council’s Notice of Motion regarding ME and Fibromyalgia: 
 
(a) letter dated 19 December, 2016 from Newry, Mourne and Down District 
  Council; and 
(b) letter dated 21 December, 2016 from the Department of Health. 
 
Alderman W A Leathem welcomed the support of Newry, Mourne and Down 
District Council in its correspondence above and stated that a number of MLAs 
had also replied in support of his Notice of Motion.  He requested that a file be 
created to contain all the letters of support received from other councils and 
MLAs and that this be provided to Hope 4 ME. 
 
In relation to the letter of response from the Minister of Health, Alderman W A 
Leathem expressed his frustration with its contents.  The letter dealt with the 
issue of pain management and advised that a five year plan for pain 
management service improvement had been prepared; however, this was not  
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9.7 Notice of Motion – ME and Fibromyalgia  (Contd) 
 
something that had been raised in Alderman Leathem’s Notice of Motion and his 
personal experience at pain management clinics had not been positive. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman W A Leathem, seconded by Councillor N Anderson 
and agreed to write to the Minster of Health, providing her with the background 
information relating to the Notice of Motion, as presented to the Council at its 
meeting on 25 October, 2016 and enquiring how her response of 21 December, 
2016 related to it. 
 
 
Additional Report 
 
Items for Decision 
 
9.8 CO3 Leadership Conference 
 23-24 February, 2017 – La Mon Hotel & Country Club 
 
Members were provided with a copy of details of the above conference.  The 
Council had been approached by the organisers regarding the possibility of 
taking a display stand at the conference, at a cost of £600.  They had also 
indicated a willingness to offer four places at the conference for £100 each (on a 
non-residential basis).  Given the status of the conference, along with the fact 
that it was taking place in the Council area, it was proposed by Alderman M 
Henderson, seconded by Councillor H Legge and agreed that: 
 
(a) the Council take a display stand at the conference; and 
(b) the Council avail of the associated four conference places (on a non- 
 residential basis), and the Chairman of both the Development Committee  
 and the Leisure and Community Development Committee, or their  
 nominees, together with the Director of Leisure & Community Services  
 and the Lead Head of Development, attend the conference. 
 
9.9 Request for Delegated Authority – Leisure and Community Development 
 Committee – Consideration and Award of Tender for Tenpin Bowling 
 Front of House Software Upgrade at Dundonald International Ice Bowl 
 
In order to process the previously approved Tenpin Bowling front of house 
upgrade within this financial year and in advance of the Easter Holiday period, it 
was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor T Morrow and 
agreed that delegated authority be granted to the Leisure and Community 
Development Committee at its February meeting to consider a tender report and 
agree the award of the tender for the Tenpin Bowling Front of House Software 
Upgrade at Dundonald International Ice Bowl. 
 
9.10 NI Year of Food and Drink Awards 
 
Members were reminded that the Council, with funding assistance from Tourism 
NI, had staged the Moira Speciality Food Fair in Moira Demesne in August 2016 
as part of a wider Year of Food and Drink initiative.  The event had been 
extremely successful, raising the profile of local artisan food and drink producers,  
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9.10 NI Year of Food and Drink Awards  (Contd) 
 
community arts and entertainment.  Members were provided with a copy of 
correspondence advising that the event had been nominated for an award at the 
NI Year of Food and Drink Awards, sponsored by the Belfast Telegraph, and 
being held on 2 February, 2017 at the Culloden Hotel.  The cost of attendance at 
the awards was £75 + VAT per person.  It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, 
seconded by Alderman W J Dillon and agreed that the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman of the Development Committee, or their nominees, together with a 
Tourism Officer, be appointed to attend the awards on behalf of the Council. 
 
Items for Noting 
 
9.11 Traffic Congestion on the Saintfield Road 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a letter dated 16 January, 2017 from the 
Minister for Infrastructure in response to representations by the Council regarding 
traffic congestion on the Saintfield Road.  It was proposed by Councillor T 
Mitchell, seconded by Councillor A Givan and agreed that the contents of the 
correspondence be noted. 
 
9.12 Advertising Panel at Junction of Chapel Hill, Thiepval Road and  
 Governors Road, Lisburn 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a letter dated 17 January, 2017 from the 
Network Planning Manager, Department for Infrastructure, in response to 
representations by the Council to complaints which had been received from 
members of the public in regard to the brightness and size of a new advertising 
billboard at the junction of Chapel Hill, Thiepval Road and Governors Road, 
Lisburn. 
 
Alderman S P Porter referred to the fact that the letter from the Network Planning 
Manager indicated that he had been made aware of a Planning Enforcement 
case being commenced for this advertising sign as a result of communication 
between his staff and the Enforcement Section of the Council.  Alderman Porter 
suggested that, in future, liaison should take place within Council Departments 
prior to writing such letters. 
 
9.13 Special Meetings of Council 
 
The Chief Executive reported that, following consultation with The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor B Bloomfield, it had been agreed that the next 
special meeting of Council would be held on 15 February, 2017 at 6.00 pm in 
order to receive the following presentations: 
 

 Virgin Media Network on Expansion in Northern Ireland; and 

 Northern Ireland Electricity on Key Elements of the Electricity Network. 
 
In light of the forthcoming election on 2 March, 2017, it was proposed by 
Alderman S P Porter, seconded by Councillor T Morrow and agreed that the 
above special meeting be rearranged. 
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9.13 Special Meetings of Council  (Contd) 
 
It was noted that the subsequent special meeting of Council would be held on 17 
May, 2017 at 6.00 pm.  Details of presentations to be made at that meeting were 
still to be confirmed and Members would be advised of these in due course. 
 
 
Further Additional Report 
 
Item for Decision 
 
9.14 NILGA Investment Conference 
 24 February, 2017 – Tullyglass House Hotel, Ballymena 
 
Members were provided with details of an all council investment event being 
hosted by NILGA on 24 February, 2017 at Tullyglass House Hotel, Ballymena.  
The event would focus on providing insights and practical examples of where 
innovative investment options could be applied to council capital projects. 
 
The event was free to register to all Elected Members and Officers, with the only 
additional cost being in terms of mileage.  It was noted that the Council’s 
representatives on NILGA would automatically be registered to attend through 
NILGA. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor J Baird and 
agreed that any other Members wishing to attend the event be permitted to do 
so. 
 
 

10. Reports from Members on Boards 
 

There were no reports from Members on Boards. 
 

 
11. Reports on Decisions Subject to the Reconsideration Procedure 
 
 There were no reports on decisions subject to the reconsideration procedure. 
 
 
12. Notice of Motion 

 
There were no Notices of Motion. 
 

 
13. Confidential Business 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Chief Executive be 
adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor B Bloomfield, advised that the matter 
contained in the confidential report would be dealt with “In Committee” due to  
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13. Confidential Business  (Contd) 
 

containing information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular 
person (including the Council holding that information). 
 
“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by Councillor B Mallon and 
agreed that the item in the Confidential Report be considered “in committee”, in 
the absence of members of the press and public being present. 
 
Item for Decision 
 
13.1 Elected Member Management and Governance Structure 
  Key Investment Projects 
 
Members were reminded that, at the Governance and Audit Committee meeting 
held on 10 January, 2017, it was agreed that the Members Advisory Board would 
consist of 9 Members (4 DUP, 2 UUP, 2 APNI and 1 SDLP) with Members being 
nominated by Party Group Leaders and the Chairman and Vice-Chairman being 
nominated by the Advisory Board from within its membership. 
 
As requested at the Governance and Audit Committee meeting, a copy of the 
result of using the calculation for up to 15 Committee Members had been 
circulated to Members following the meeting and Members were provided with a 
further copy of this with their Council papers.    
 
The Chief Executive reminded Members that the minutes of the Governance and 
Audit Committee meeting of 10 January, 2017 had been agreed earlier in the 
meeting, with the exception of this item, which would be considered at this stage. 
 
Having considered the information provided to Members following the 
Governance and Audit Committee meeting giving the result of using the 
calculation for up to 15 Committee Members, Alderman M Henderson proposed 
that the decision of the Governance and Audit Committee be upheld, ie. that the 
Members Advisory Board consist of 9 Members.  This proposal was seconded by 
Councillor A Redpath. 
 
Alderman J Tinsley, having commented on the importance of having a breadth of 
experience from Elected Members in taking forward the Council’s capital 
projects, proposed that the Members Advisory Board consist of 14 Members.  
This proposal was seconded by Councillor N Anderson. 
 
Following discussion, the proposal in the name of Alderman M Henderson that 
the Members Advisory Board consist of 9 Members was put to the meeting and, 
on a vote being taken, was declared “lost”, the voting being 19 votes in favour of 
and 21 against the proposal. 
 
The proposal in the name of Alderman J Tinsley was put to the meeting and, on a 
vote being taken, was declared “carried”, the voting being 21 votes in favour of 
and 19 against the proposal. 
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Verbal Matters 
 
13.2 Knockmore/M1 Link Road – Delegated Authority for Chief Executive 
  Councillor U Mackin 
 
Alderman J Tinsley left, and returned to, the meeting during consideration of this 
item of business (8.49 pm and 8.50 pm respectively). 
 
Aldermen A G Ewart and G Rice and Councillors V Kamble and A Redpath left 
the meeting during consideration of this item of business (8.50 pm). 
 
Councillor U Mackin advised that a meeting had been scheduled to take place 
between the Chief Executive, a delegation of Members and the Minister for 
Infrastructure to discuss the Knockmore/M1 link road on 7 February, 2017.  
However, the Minister for Infrastructure had advised that that meeting would not 
now take place.  Councillor Mackin stated that there was still an opportunity for 
the Chief Executive and Officers to pursue this matter on 7 February with the 
Permanent Secretary of the Department.  Councillor Mackin proposed that 
delegated authority be granted to the Chief Executive to discuss this matter with 
the Permanent Secretary to ascertain how the Department may be able to assist 
the Council in taking this matter forward.  This proposal was seconded by 
Alderman W J Dillon and agreed. 
 
13.3 Sprucefield Retail Park – Delegated Authority for Chief Executive 
  Councillor U Mackin 
 
Alderman A G Ewart and Councillor A Redpath returned to the meeting during 
consideration of this item of business (8.52 pm). 
 
Councillor A Grehan left the meeting during consideration of this item of business 
(8.57 pm). 
 
Councillor U Mackin made a verbal report in respect of the judicial review being 
brought by Belfast City Council in respect of the court decision to lift the multi-
goods restriction at Sprucefield Retail Park.  Councillor Mackin advised that Intu 
had requested that, in the event of it not being granted the “Intervenor Status” it 
was seeking, the Council apply for such status.  He pointed out that delegated 
authority had previously been granted to the Development Committee to 
establish a legal team, if required.  Councillor Mackin proposed that the 
delegated authority previously granted to the Development Committee be 
extended to the Chief Executive to progress this matter as quickly as possible, if 
necessary.  This proposal was seconded by Alderman W J Dillon and agreed. 
 
13.4 Elected Member Management and Governance Structure 
  Key Investment Projects 
  Councillor N Trimble 
 
Alderman A G Ewart left the meeting during consideration of this item of business 
(9.00 pm). 
 
Councillor N Trimble referred to the above matter, as discussed earlier in the 
meeting under item 13.1, and asked that the calculation for 14 Committee  
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13.4 Elected Member Management and Governance Structure 
  Key Investment Projects  (Contd) 
  Councillor N Trimble 
 
Members be checked as he believed it may be incorrect.  The Chief Executive 
agreed to clarify this matter for Councillor Trimble. 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Councillor A P Ewing, seconded by Councillor A Redpath and 
agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 
 

 
14. Any Other Business 

 
14.1 Horizon Suicide Support Group 
  Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin 
 
Councillor A Redpath left the meeting during consideration of this item of 
business (9.04 pm). 
 
Alderman A G Ewart and Councillor A Grehan returned to the meeting during 
consideration of this item of business (9.05 pm). 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin, advised that he had attended a very 
interesting and informative tour the previous week with members of the Horizon 
Suicide Support Group.  Alderman Martin had been asked if the Council would 
explore the option of having a Mental Health Advocate and proposed that this 
matter be forwarded to the Council’s Health Working Group to progress.  
Councillor B Mallon, having pointed out that he had raised this matter at the last 
meeting of the Health Working Group and the Group was looking at establishing 
a Mental Health Charter, seconded the proposal by Alderman Martin and this 
was agreed. 
 
14.2 Elected Member Working Group 
  Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin 
 
Alderman W J Dillon left, and returned to, the meeting during consideration of this 
item of business (9.07 pm and 9.09 pm respectively). 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin, gave Members an update in relation to a 
recent meeting of the Elected Member Working Group.  He stated that there was 
a variety of skills and experience in this Council but, as Elected Members, it was 
important to have the tools to be able to do the job right and be able to go on and 
do more in local communities.  A number of councils had moved on to Charter 
Status.  Alderman Martin and Alderman Henderson were due to meet with North 
West Employers, one of the sponsoring organisations in England, to discuss how 
best to advance that from a Northern Ireland perspective.  The Elected Members 
Working Group had finished its draft strategy for 2017/19.  Alderman Martin was 
heartened to see that a number of colleagues had taken advantage of some of 
the academic qualifications and avenues available to them and stated that this 
was to be encouraged.  One example of this was Councillor Gray’s attendance at  
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14.2 Elected Member Working Group  (Contd) 
  Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin 
 
the Next Generation Leadership Programme in December.  At the invitation of 
Alderman Martin, Councillor Gray gave a verbal report on her attendance at the 
Programme, which was a course for females, run by the Centre for the 
Advancement of Women in Politics at Queens University Belfast.  Councillor 
Gray had found this very beneficial and she encouraged any of her female 
colleagues to avail of a future such course. 
 
14.3 Retirement of Chief Executive of Libraries NI 
  Councillor J Gray 
 
Councillor J Gray referred to the forthcoming retirement of Ms Irene Knox, Chief 
Executive of Libraries NI.  Ms Knox was well-known to many Members and had 
worked closely with the Council on various issues over the years, most recently  
on the Community Plan.  At the request of Councillor Gray, it was agreed that a 
letter be sent to Ms Knox thanking her for her input and work over the years with 
the Council and wishing her well in her forthcoming retirement. 
 
14.4 Withdrawal of Youth Funding in Northern Ireland 
  Councillor P Catney 
 
Councillor M Tolerton left the meeting during consideration of this item of 
business (9.13 pm). 
 
Councillor P Catney advised that, whilst attending an interagency meeting in 
Glenavy the previous day, he had been made aware of proposals to withdraw  
vital youth funding in Northern Ireland.   Given the important work carried out by 
youth workers in Glenavy any many other locations in the Lisburn & Castlereagh 
City Council area, it was proposed by Councillor P Catney, seconded by 
Councillor J Gallen and agreed that the Council write to the Minister for 
Education asking that these funds not be ceased. 
 
Councillor D J Craig pointed out that there had been no proposal through the 
Education Authority to stop funding.  Precautionary letters had been issued to 
groups to advise that, as the Northern Ireland Assembly had not set a budget, 
without such a budget and without money allocated to it, the Education Authority 
could not fund anything. 
 
 
At this stage, the Chief Executive requested that the meeting go into committee. 
 
“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor P Catney, seconded by Councillor T Mitchell and 
agreed that the following item be considered “in committee”, in the absence of 
members of the press and public being present. 
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14.5 Elected Member Management and Governance Structure 
  Key Investment Projects 
   
The Chief Executive referred to item 13.4 when Councillor N Trimble had asked 
that the calculation for 14 Committee Members be checked as he believed it may 
be incorrect.  The Chief Executive confirmed that the calculation was incorrect 
and membership should be 3 UUP, 7 DUP, 3 APNI and 1 SDLP. 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Councillor A McIntyre, seconded by Councillor H Legge and 
agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 
 
 

There being no further business for consideration, the meeting was terminated at  
9.16 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
             
                             Mayor 


