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LISBURN  &  CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held in the Island Civic Centre, The 
Island, Lisburn, on Tuesday, 23 October, 2018 at 7:00 pm 
  
 
PRESENT: 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Councillor U Mackin 
 
Deputy Mayor, Councillor A Grehan 
 
Aldermen W J Dillon MBE, A G Ewart MBE,  
M Henderson MBE, T Jeffers, S P Porter and J Tinsley 
 
Councillors N Anderson, J Baird, R T Beckett,  
B Bloomfield MBE, M Cahill, S Carson, D J Craig, 
A P Ewing, J Gallen, O Gawith, A Girvin, A Givan,  
J Gray MBE, B Hanvey, J McCarthy, A McIntyre,  
B Mallon, T Mitchell, T Morrow, J Palmer, L Poots,  
A Redpath, S Skillen, N Trimble and R Walker 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 
Interim Chief Executive/Director of Leisure and  
  Community Wellbeing 
Director of Service Transformation 
Director of Environmental Services 
Head of Marketing and Communications (Ms A Goddard) 
Member Services Officer 
Attendance Clerk 
 
 

Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor  
U Mackin, welcomed those present to the meeting. 
 
The Interim Chief Executive outlined the evacuation procedures in the case of an 
emergency. 
 
Councillor M Cahill entered the meeting at 7.02 pm. 
 
Prayers 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin, welcomed Rev Stephen Hanna, 
to the meeting and referred to the undernoted bereavements during the month: 
 
- Mrs Maureen Patton, sister of Alderman W J Dillon, who passed away on 30 

September 2018 
 
- Mrs Muriel Bell, grandmother of Councillor S Skillen, who passed away on 8 

October 2018 
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Prayers (Cont’d) 
 
Rev Hanna gave an address during which he remembered the bereaved families 
referred to by the Mayor.  Rev Hanna concluded his address with a prayer. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin, thanked Rev Hanna for his 
attendance and he left the meeting (7.12 pm). 
 
At this stage, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin, requested that all 
mobile phones be switched off or put on silent for the duration of the meeting. 
 
1. Business of The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin, outlined the engagements 
he had attended during the month as follows: 

 
- visit by a choir ‘Women Set Free,’ a group of Ladies from Swaziland, South 
   Africa, to Dundonald International Ice Bowl.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor  
   stated that this group of ladies had come together having faced many challenges  
   and vulnerable situations in their home country. 
- reception for all the nominees for the Queens Award for Voluntary Services, 
   along with Alderman S P Porter.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor stated that it  
   was important to recognise the worthwhile efforts of all the award nominees  
-  annual MacMillan Coffee morning fundraising events 
-  official opening of the Destroyers Tribute Garden. The Right Worshipful the 
   Mayor thanked those Members and Officers and staff involved in this project. 
-  unveiling of the local suffragette, Lillian Metge, at the Irish Linen Centre who had 
   won a WSPU Hunger Strike Medal. 
- Celebration of Success and prize giving event at Dundonald High School.  The 

Right Worshipful the Mayor paid tribute to the School’s Principal who was from 
the local area, and a past pupil of Dunmurry High School and also had taught 
there also before being appointed Principal.   

- Mayor’s Inaugural Dinner on Friday 28 September.  The Right Worshipful the 
Mayor expressed thanks and appreciation for the support and attendance of 
Members on the evening. 

- concert in Dundonald by Symington Memorial Silver Band to mark the band’s 
120th anniversary  

- Boys Brigade parade from Lagan Valley Island to First Lisburn Presbyterian 
Church 

- Lagan District Girls Brigade parade to Seymour Street Methodist Church to mark 
the 125th anniversary of the Girls Brigade across UK and the Republic of Ireland  

- Songs of Praise church service in Dundonald Presbyterian Church 
- launch of shop mobility in Bow Street Mall 
- Meditech VIP Launch event and dinner in La Mon House Hotel 
- afternoon tea events at Lagan Valley Island.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor 

referred to the transport issue that had arisen for Castlereagh East afternoon tea 
event and stated that this was regrettable, and assured that a new date would be 
confirmed in the near future. 
 

Alderman S P Porter left the meeting at 7.17 pm and returned at 7.21 pm. 
 
 



  MM 23 10 2018 

1007 

 

1. Business of The Right Worshipful the Mayor  (Cont’d) 
 

- reception for the125th Anniversary of the Lord Arthur Hill Masonic Lodge in the 
Chestnut Suite. 

- reception in Laganview Enterprise Centre for the Resurgam Trust to celebrate 
their success in the Queen’s Awards for Volunteers 

- visit to the Mayor’s Parlour by the South Eastern Regional College for the Stroke 
Association – a group of 10-12 people who had survived strokes 

- Big Breakfast event in Glenavy 
- press re-launch of the Peace Cup by Crewe United and Warrington at the 

Maldron Hotel, Antrim 
- Teddy Bear Bible Festival event at Drumlough 
- dinner in the Island Hall, Island Civic Centre to mark the 45th anniversary of the 

Greenfinches  
- Expo Real Investment exhibition and conference in Munich Germany.  The Right 

Worshipful the Mayor stated that the Council had attended a worthwhile meeting 
with the British Consulate General in Munich during this trip. 

- NILGA Conference and Awards Ceremony in Armagh City Hotel, Armagh. 
- Lisburn Chamber of Commerce Dinner in Larchfield  Estate 
- annual prize giving at Lisnagarvey High School.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor 

welcomed the positive progess of Lisnagarvey High School in recent years 
- dinner at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, Shaws Bridge, Belfast, to mark the 50th 

anniversary of Lisburn Free Presbyterian Church 
- Horizons Breakfast Event at The Tuesday Bell, Lisburn Square - the theme being 

“Young People and Mental Health in a Changing World” 
- reception for Mr Jimmy Gibson at Castlereagh Hills Golf Club for his contribution 

to local sport and a founder member of the Castlereagh Hills Golf Club.  
- MIPIM Investment Exhibition and Conference in London.  The Right Worshipful 

the Mayor welcomed the number of valuable contacts made at this annual event. 
- official opening of Carr Primary School Pre School group.  The Right Worshipful 

the Mayor welcomed the fact that the pupil numbers had increased at this school 
in recent years due to admission of early preschool years. 

- Afternoon tea event in the Chestnut Suite, Island Civic Centre, for Lisburn South 
District Electoral Area 

- Britain in Bloom awards ceremony in the Waterfront Hall, Belfast. The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor commended the staff in the Council’s Parks and Amenities 
Unit for their efforts. 

- Mayor’s Charity band concert in the Island Hall. The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
thanked everyone who had supported this fund raising event for his Mayoral 
Charity 

- event to mark the end of the Sir Richard Wallace centenary events. Wallace High 
School had been presented with a piece of linen woven with the Sir Richard 
Wallace crest which had been created in the Council’s Irish Linen Centre and 
Museum.  A cheque had been presented also to Wallace High School in lieu of 
the Wallace Park Concert. 

- reception in the Mayor’s Parlour for Mr Bill Eames a former RAF Pilot. The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor stated that it was good to listen to his story of his life as an 
RAF Pilot during the Second World War. 

- event to mark the forthcoming 100th anniversary of the RAF.  The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor stated it was regrettable that Mr Eames could not attend on 
the evening but he had agreed to record a video which was viewed on the 
evening in the Museum. 
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1. Business of The Right Worshipful the Mayor (Cont’d) 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor expressed thanks to the Deputy Mayor, Councillor A 
Grehan, who had deputised for him on a number of occasions during the month: 
 

- charity coffee morning in aid of PIPS at Lillie Court, Ballymacos Avenue, Lisburn 
- dinner to mark the 50th anniversary of the Ulster Aviation Society and 
  presentation of the Queens Awards for Voluntary Service 
- National Police Memorial Day event at Waterfront Hall 
- official opening of the new wing at Wallace High School 
- Crewe United Annual Dinner at Maldron Hotel, Antrim. 
- local heat for 100th Anniversary Concert of the Ulster Teacher’s Union in the 
  Island Arts Centre, Lisburn 

 
2. Apologies 
 

It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of  
Aldermen D Drysdale, W A Leathem, S Martin and G Rice MBE, and Councillors  
H Legge, V Kamble and M Tolerton. 

 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
 

There were no declarations of interest made at this point in the meeting. 
 

During the course of the meeting Councillor D J Craig declared a pecuniary 
interest in item 7 on the agenda; namely the Legal document in connection with 
the Education Authority and Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council – Memorandum 
of Sale in respect of the purchase of the former Derriaghy Primary School, Lisburn 
-in view of his membership of the Education Authority Board.  A Declaration of 
Interest form was completed accordingly. 
 
Alderman S P Porter declared an interest in item 13 Notice of Motion on the 
subject of Suicide Awareness and Protect Life 2 Strategy in view of his 
membership of the Public Health Agency. 
 
 

4. Council Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor A Redpath and 
agreed that the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 25 September 2018 be 
confirmed and signed. 

 
 

5. Matters Arising 
 
 There were no matters arising from the minutes of the meeting of Council held on     
         25 September 2018.  
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6. Deputations 
 

There were no deputations received at the meeting. 
 
  
7. Business Required by Statute 
 

(i) Signing of Legal Documents 
 

On a proposal by Alderman T Jeffers, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley, it was 
agreed that the following legal documents be signed at the meeting: 
 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and F P McCann Limited of Knockloughrim 
Quarry, 3 Drumard Road, Knockloughrim, Magherafelt, BT45 8QA – Contract in 
relation to Lisburn Linkages Public Realm Regeneration Scheme. 

 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and ASG & Partners of Anderson House, 
Holywood Road. Belfast, BT4 2GU – Consultancy Agreement via a Service 
Contract for the delivery of the Integrated Marketing Campaign, 

 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and Lisburn Square Limited of 21 Arthur 
Street, Belfast, BT1 4GA – Deed of Variation in relation to Lisburn Square 
(formerly known as Lisburn Swimming Pool and Market Sheds Site) Market 
Place, Lisburn. 

 

 Samuel Robert Lyle Mackey and Junko Mackey as Trustees of the Mackey 
Pension Scheme both of 1522 High Road, London, N20 9PT to Lisburn and 
Castlereagh City Council – Lease of ground and second floor of 11-13 Market 
Square East, Lisburn, BT28 1AE. 

 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and MFE of 46A Tullyrush Road, Omagh, 
County Tyrone – Contract for the Supply and Installation of Mood Lighting for the 
Council Rotunda at Lagan Valley Island, Lisburn.  
 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and Adman Civil Projects Limited of 4 
Bankmore Way East, Doogary, Omagh, County Tyrone, BT79 0NZ – Contract for 
pathways, cycleways and works at the Billy Neill Centre of Excellence, Comber 
Road, Belfast. 

 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council to Department for Infrastructure of 
Clarence Court, 10 -18 Adelaide Street, Belfast, BT2 8GB – Memorandum of 
Sale and Conveyance in relation to the sale of land at Moat Park, Dundonald. 
 

 The Education Authority of 40 Academy Street, Belfast, BT1 2NQ to Lisburn and 
Castlereagh City Council – Memorandum of Sale in respect of the purchase of 
the former Derriaghy Primary School, 14 Milltown Park, Lisburn, BT28 3TU  
 
At this juncture Councillor D J Craig put on record that he had abstained from 
the Council’s decision in relation to the purchase of the former Derriaghy Primary 
School and advised that he had facilitated meetings on this matter during his 
time when he was a Member of the Legislative Assembly. 
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(i) Signing of Legal Documents (Cont’d) 
 
Councillor D J Craig welcomed the Council’s decision to purchase the former 
Derriaghy Primary School and stated that this facility would make a big 
difference to the Milltown Community. 
 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and HR GO plc of Wellington House, 
Church Road, Ashford, Kent, TN23 1RE -  Contract for staffing Council HRC 
sites. 

 
 

8. Adoption of Minutes of Committees 
 

It was agreed that the minutes and recommendations of the undernoted meetings 
be adopted, subject to any changes recorded below: 
 
Special Governance and Audit Committee                          26 September 2018 
Proposed by Councillor R T Beckett 
    Seconded by Councillor S Carson 
 

 Leisure and Community Development Committee                    2 October 2018 
         Proposed by Alderman S P Porter 
          Seconded by Councillor J Gallen 
 
 Environmental Services Committee                                           3 October 2018 
        Proposed by Councillor J Gray 
          Seconded by Alderman J Tinsley 
 
 Development Committee                                                             4 October 2018 
        Proposed by Alderman A G Ewart 

 Seconded by Alderman W J Dillon 
 
 Matters Arising 
 
 NI Social Enterprise Awards 2018 
 

The Vice Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart, informed Members that Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council had won the award ‘Local Council of the Year’ at the 
recent NI Social Enterprise Awards 2018 in view of the work of the Council’s 
Development Unit. 

  
 Item 4.1.3  Page 970 
 Belfast City Council Draft Plan Strategy Consultation 
 (Closing date 15 November 2018) 
 

It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Alderman M Henderson 
and agreed the Council grants delegated authority to the Development Committee 
at its Meeting to be held on 8 November 2018 in order to respond on the Council’s 
behalf to the Belfast City Council Draft Plan Strategy Consultation by the closing 
date of 15 November 2018. 
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Item 4.1.3  Page 970 
Belfast City Council Draft Plan Strategy Consultation 
(Closing date 15 November 2018) (Cont’d) 
 
Alderman A G Ewart also stated that any issues that Members may have on the 
Belfast City Council Draft Plan Strategy should be directed to the Director of 
Service Transformation. 
 
Item 4.7.3  Page 974 
Speech and Language Project 
 
Councillor B Bloomfield reported that he, along with Councillor R Walker, 
represented the Council on the Speech and Language Project Committee.  One of 
the initiatives within that project, ‘Help Kids Talk’ had been shortlisted in the Public 
Health Agency for an award under Building Capacity in Communities.  Councillor 
Bloomfield welcomed this good news story and stated that this initiative fitted well 
within the Council’s Community Plan Action Plan. Councillor Bloomfield 
commended the work of everyone involved in this initiative. 
 

 Corporate Services Committee                                                 10 October 2018 
Proposed by Councillor N Anderson 
   Seconded by Councillor B Mallon 

 
 Councillor B Mallon left the meeting at 7.37 pm. 
 
 Matters Arising 
 
 Item 8.2 Page 998 
 Employee Wellbeing – Council Choir 
 

Councillor J Gray, having reminded the Council that she had raised this matter 
initially through the Environmental Services Committee, welcomed the Council’s 
decision in respect of an Employee Wellbeing Council Choir.  
 
Councillor Gray discussed the many benefits associated with singing together both 
for the individual and the organisation.  Councillor Gray encouraged as many as 
possible to join the Choir and wished the initiative success. 
 
Item 5.1 Page 993 
Space Planning Works and Bradford Court Rebranding 
 
Councillor T Morrow wished to raise a matter in connection with the above item of 
business under Confidential Business (Agenda item 13). 
 
Planning Committee                3 September 2018 
 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 3 September 2018 had been 
circulated for noting only as these minutes had been agreed at the subsequent 
meeting of the Planning Committee on 1 October 2018.  It was proposed by 
Councillor O Gawith, seconded by Councillor A Givan and agreed that their 
contents be noted. 
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9. Report from Interim Chief Executive 
 

It was agreed that the reports and recommendations of the Interim Chief Executive 
be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
Items for Decision 
 
9.1 Dromara Community Association – Fireworks Display 
 
Councillor B Mallon returned to the meeting at 7.39 pm. 
 
The Interim Chief Executive reported that the Dromara Community Association 
had recently notified Officers of their intention to hold a fireworks display on  
26 October 2018 at 8.30 pm in Lagan Park which was Council owned.  Normal 
protocol required the organiser to seek the landowners (Council) permission 
before applying to the Department of Justice for a fireworks licence.  The organiser 
would then notify the Safety Advisory Group (SAG) and present their Event 
Management Plan.  Unfortunately some of this protocol had not been adhered to 
and hence the reason this request to Council ahead of the event on 26 October.  
Most specifically, the Department of Justice had asked for confirmation of the land 
owner (Council) agreement to the event before issuing the fireworks licence. 
 
The Interim Chief Executive reminded Members that the Council had very recently 
replaced the MUGA synthetic surface at this facility and Officers would have 
concerns for potential damage being caused by falling hot firework embers.  
Discussions had taken place with the Community Association to ensure they 
investigated and mitigated this risk. 
 
The Dromara Community Association had presented their public liability insurance 
and employed the services of a qualified fireworks company whose staff had also 
presented the necessary insurances.  As no SAG notification had been received 
and the time-scale to the event was too short, the Emergency Services would not 
have the opportunity to assess the plan prior to the event.   
 
The Interim Chief Executive advised that the Event Safety Plan had now been 
received by the Council. 

 
It was agreed on a proposal by Councillor J Baird that, subject to the undernoted 
conditions and production of the necessary fireworks licence, the Council agrees 
to the request from Dromara Community Association to hold a fireworks display on 
Council property at Lagan Park on 26 October. 
 

a) the synthetic pitch be soaked with water immediately prior to the initiation of 
the fireworks to minimise the opportunity for damage to the surface 
 

b) a competent member of the organising body remains on the synthetic surface 
with water at hand to douse any falling hot embers, 

 
c) that if the prevailing wind blows the fallout zone towards the synthetic surface, 

community centre, primary school and public road, that the event be 
cancelled, and 
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9.1 Dromara Community Association – Fireworks Display (Cont’d) 
 

d) that the firing zone be moved NW to a location further away from the synthetic 
surface, community centre, primary school than currently shown on the event 
plan. 

 
         9.2   Committee Scheduling – January 2019 

 
It was agreed on a proposal by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor  
A P Ewing, that meetings of committees be held on the following dates during 
January 2019. 
 

Name of Committee New date Time 

Planning Committee 7 January 2019 12.30pm 

Leisure & Community 
Development Committee   

8 January 2019 5.00pm/5.30pm 

Capital Projects 8 January 2019 7.00pm/7.30pm 

Environmental Services 
Committee 

9 January 2019 5.00pm/5.30pm 

Corporate Services 
Committee 

9 January 2019 7.00pm/7.30pm 

Development Committee 10 January 2019 6.00pm 

Special Meeting of the 
Corporate Services 
Committee 

30 January 2019 6.00pm 

 
Commencement times for the meetings taking place on 8 and 9 January 2019 
would be agreed in due course, taking into account that the annual Estimates item 
would be considered at these meetings and that two hours would be required for 
each meeting. 
 
9.3   Nomination for Northern Ireland Strategic Migration Partnership   
        (NISMP)/NILGA Working Group 
 
The Interim Chief Executive reported that a letter dated 24 July 2018 had been 
received from the Chair of the Northern Ireland Strategic Migration Partnership 
(NISMP) seeking an Officer nomination to a proposed NISMP/NILGA working 
group on Sustainable Communities and Demographics which would comprise of 
both officers and Elected Members. The NISMP had been advised of the 
nomination of the Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing in this regard.   

 
Subsequent to the above, a revised letter dated 24 July 2018 had been received 
from NISMP requesting the Council to nominate an Elected Member. 
  
It was proposed by Councillor O Gawith, seconded by Alderman S P Porter and 
agreed that Councillor T Morrow be nominated to the NISMP/NILGA working 
group on Sustainable Communities and Demographics. 
 
It was noted that the first meeting was to be held on 6 November 2018 in the 
NILGA Offices.   
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9.4  First Trust Bank Accounts – Change of Account Name 

 
The Interim Chief Executive advised Members that the Council had three First 
Trust Bank accounts which were in the names of:- 

 
a) Lisburn District Council – Barbour Playground 
b) Lisburn Borough Council – Barbour Memorial Fund, 
c) Lisburn Borough Council – Graves in Perpetuity  

  
It was noted that the above accounts were interest bearing accounts although the 
interest rate received was minimal. 

 
It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor J Baird and 
agreed that the above listed accounts be transferred into the name of Lisburn and 
Castlereagh City Council. 

 
9.5     Tender for the Recycling and Recovery of Residual Waste from Council   

                   Household Recycling Centres (tender Ref T18/19-045) 
                   Request for Delegated Authority 
 

The Interim Chief Executive reported that the tender for the recycling and recovery 

of residual waste from Council Household Recycling Centres had been advertised 

with a return date of 26 October 2018.   

It was proposed by Councillor J Baird, seconded by Councillor A Givan and 

agreed that in the event of the tender not being recommended for award to the 

lowest or only tender received, and to enable the timely award of the contract and 

early contract commencement, delegated authority be granted to the Director of 

Environmental Services to award the tender for the Recycling and Recovery of 

Residual Waste from Council Household Recycling Centres, and that a report be 

subsequently brought to the relevant Committee advising of the award.  

Items for Noting 
 

9.6  Lisburn Gateway Club 
 
The Council had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 20 September 2018 
from the Chief Executive, South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust, in 
response to representations by the Council in regard to funding issues for the 
above. 
 
Alderman S P Porter expressed disappointment in regard to the response from the 
Chief Executive of the Trust, and in particular his non-acceptance of the Council’s 
request for him to meet to discuss the Council’s concerns regarding the funding 
issues.  Alderman Porter reiterated the valuable work of the Gateway Club, for its 
members and also in relation to the respite it provided for carers on a weekly 
basis.  Alderman Porter also paid tribute to the work of the Trust’s Assistant 
Director for Adult Disability Services Officer who was referred to in the above-
mentioned letter. 
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9.6  Lisburn Gateway Club (Cont’d) 
 
It was proposed by Alderman S P Porter, seconded by the Deputy Mayor, 
Councillor A Grehan, and agreed that the Council writes again to the Chief 
Executive of the South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust advising of the 
Council’s disappointment in his response and also urging him to consider 
attending the meeting that was being arranged to consider the Gateway Club’s 
funding issues. 

  
Alderman S P Porter also asked that Council Officers contact the lead officer at 
the Gateway Club in regard to the above-mentioned approach by this Council.  
 
Councillor J McCarthy supported the comments by Alderman S P Porter on this 
matter. 
 
9.7    Response to Questions following DFI Report – Eastern Division 
 
The Council had been furnished with, and noted the content of, a copy of a letter 
dated 25 September 2018 from the Divisional Roads Manager providing a written 
response to questions raised by Elected Members during presentation of the DfI 
Report - Eastern Division. 
 
Councillor N Anderson expressed disappointment in relation to the delay and 
extent of the response from the Divisional Roads Manager, Eastern Division, and 
undertook to raise his disappointment with the deputation from Eastern Division at 
the Special Meeting of Council on 30 October 2018. 
 
Councillor D J Craig also expressed disappointment in relation to the response he 
had received directly from the Network Traffic Manager, Eastern Division, on the 
subject of the playpark on the Ballybog road in view of the urgency of the matters 
raised by the Council three months ago. 
 
It was agreed on a proposal by Councillor D J Craig that the Council responds to 
the letter from the Network Traffic Manager (addressed to Councillor Craig) 
requesting information on timescales for erecting additional road signage on the 
approach to the playpark. 
 
Councillor S Carson concurred with the comments of the previous speakers. 
 
Councillor M Cahill left the meeting at 7.49 pm. 

 
9.8   Glen Road, Glenavy 

 
The Council had been furnished with, and noted the content of, a copy of a letter 
dated 9 October 2018 from the Network Development Manager, Department for 
Infrastructure, Eastern Division, in response to representations by the Council 
regarding the lack of a footway at the above (near Ballymacrickett Primary 
School). 
 
Councillor A Redpath expressed disappointment in the response from DfI Eastern 
Division and stated that it was regrettable that there were no plans by the 
Department to provide a footpath on this section of Glen Road at this time. 
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 9.9   International Fund for Ireland – Annual Report 
 

The Interim Chief Executive reported that a copy of the International Fund for 
Ireland Annual Report had been received and was available, upon request, to any 
interested Member. 

 
 Additional Report by Interim Chief Executive 
 
 9.10    NAC Conference Annual Conference & AGM 
            23 - 25 November, Crowne Plaza, Chester 
 

The Council had been furnished with a copy of an invitation from the National 
Association of Councillors to a Conference and AGM to be held in Chester from  

 23 – 25 November 2018.   
 

It was agreed on a proposal by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by Councillor  
O Gawith that the attendance by the Council’s representatives on the NAC at the 
above event be approved, the estimated cost of a Member’s attendance being 
£660.60. 
 
Alderman J Tinsley advised that there would be no representatives from the DUP  
attending on this occasion. 
 

 Item for Noting 
 
 9.11   Moira Train Station Upgrade 
 
 Councillor C Cahill returned to the meeting at 7.55 pm. 
 

The Council had been furnished, with and noted the content of, a copy of a letter 
dated 17 October 2018 from the Group Chief Executive, Translink, in response to 
representations by the Council in regard to the traffic situation at Moira Train 
Station. 

 
Alderman W J Dillon welcomed the prompt response by the Chief Executive of 
Translink to the Council’s representation the previous month. 
 
Alderman Dillon proceeded to outline to the Council that PSNI had issued a 
considerable number of £30 fixed penalty fines on parked cars on the footpath at 
the Train Station, despite the fact that there was nowhere else for these cars to 
park. The car parks in Moira were also full to capacity.  He had spoken to the 
Sergeant and also the Superintendent in the Lisburn PSNI station about this 
matter. Alderman Dillon stated that this action by the PSNI was not encouraging 
the public to use public transport. 
 
Alderman Dillon urged the Council to consider if there was anything it could do to 
support Translink in moving forward to secure land for a park and ride facility. 
 
Councillor O Gawith concurred with the sentiments raised by Alderman W J Dillon 
and stated that he too had spoken with the PSNI about the traffic issues at Moira 
Train Station.  Councillor Gawith stressed that it was important that the Council 
continued to put pressure on Translink on this matter. 
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9.11   Moira Train Station Upgrade (Cont’d) 
 
Councillor C Cahill left again at 7.56 pm. 
 
Councillor A Redpath also put on record his disappointment with Translink in 
progressing these traffic issues and stated that this public transport service was 
used heavily by the growing population in and around Moira and Maghaberry.  He 
stressed that Translink have statutory powers to deal with these issues. 
 
Councillor A McIntyre left the meeting at 8.00 pm. 
 
Councillor R T Beckett highlighted that the local residents in Moira have also been 
complaining for a long time on the car parking issues in Moira Village, many of 
whom had been issued also with parking fines. Councillor Beckett concurred that 
the Council needed to continue to put pressure on Translink to secure the 
necessary land for car parking. 
 
Councillor A McIntyre returned to the meeting at 8.02 pm. 
Councillor J Gallen left the meeting at 8.03 pm. 
Councillor A Redpath left the meeting at 8.04 pm. 
 
Councillor J McCarthy concurred with the comments of all the speakers on this 
matter and outlined his own difficulties that he had experienced as a wheelchair 
user in Moira recently.  
 
It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Councillor O Gawith, and 
agreed that the Council writes again to the Chief Executive of Translink, Mr Chris 
Conway, requesting a meeting with a delegation from the Council as a matter of 
urgency and also requesting clarification on the statement outlined in the above-
mentioned response – “our project team regularly engages with Transport NI on 
this matter.” 
 

 
10. Confidential Business   

 
It was agreed that the confidential business be considered at that point in the 
meeting. 

 
Matter Arising from Corporate Services Committee Minutes of 10 October 2018  
 
Item 5.1  Page 993 
Space Planning Works and Bradford Court Debranding 
 
The reason for this item of business being considered under Confidential Business 
was due to information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular 
person (including the Council holding that information). 

 
   “In Committee” 

 
It was proposed by Councillor T Morrow, seconded by Councillor N Anderson and 
agreed that the above-mentioned matter be considered “in committee”, in the 
absence of members of the press and public being present. 
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Item 5.1  Page 993 
Space Planning Works and Bradford Court Debranding (Cont’d) 

 
At the request of Councillor T Morrow, the Director of Environmental Services 
provided an update in relation to the decisions of the Corporate Services 
Committee at its meeting on 10 October 2018 in relation to the lease of Bradford 
Court and associated matters.  The Director advised that an update report on this 
matter would be brought to the Corporate Services committee. 
 
The Director responded to a question from Councillor L Poots regarding the 
engagement of an appropriate commercial property agent.  
 
Councillor C Cahill return to the meeting at 8.08 pm. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Councillor T Morrow and 
agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 

 
 Resumption of Normal Business 

 
11. Reports from Members on Boards 
 

11.1  Northern Ireland Amenity Council 
         Alderman J Tinsley 
 
Alderman J Tinsley being the Council’s representative on the Northern Ireland 
Amenity Council reported on the recent success of Moira, Maghaberry and 
Hillsborough villages at the Britain in Bloom awards.   
 
Alderman Tinsley paid tribute to the efforts of the Council’s Grounds Maintenance 
staff and the enthusiasm of the local community groups which resulted in success 
for the Council at the awards ceremony. 

 
It was agreed on a proposal by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Alderman  
S P Porter, that the award money which totalled £400 be donated to the Mayor’s 
Charity, Cancer Fund for Children. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor expressed thanks and appreciation to the Council 
for the donation of £400 to his Mayoral Charity. 

         
         11.2   Lough Neagh Partnership 
                   Councillor J Palmer 
 

Councillor J Palmer, one of the Council’s representatives on the Lough Neagh 
Partnership, reported that the Partnership had been working with UTV’s Joe 
Mahon’s for the programme ‘Lough Neagh’.  Councillor Palmer reported that this 
programme highlighted all aspects of wildlife and activity around the Lough. 
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11.3  NILGA Awards 
         Alderman M Henderson 
 
Alderman M Henderson, the Council’s UUP representative on NILGA, reported 
on his attendance at the recent NILGA Conference and awards ceremony.   
 
Alderman Henderson congratulated the Council’s Leisure and Community Sports 
Services Unit for their success in being nominated for the Best Local Authority 
Service Team.  The Chairman of the Leisure & Community Development 
Committee, Alderman S P Porter, and the Head of Service (Sports Development) 
had been in attendance on the evening.  Alderman Henderson expressed thanks 
to the efforts of the Officers and staff within the Council’s Sports Services Unit. 
 
Alderman Henderson reported that the NILGA had introduced a new award this 
year for Councillors who had served 40 years or more and that Alderman W J 
Dillon had received this award, having serviced 42 years on the former Lisburn 
Borough Council, the former Lisburn City Council and currently Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin, expressed congratulations, 
on behalf of the Council, to Alderman W J Dillon for his service during the past 42 
years.   
 
Alderman W J Dillon said that it was an honour to be presented with this award 
and thanked Alderman Henderson and the Right Worshipful the Mayor for their 
congratulations.  

 
12. Reports on Decisions Subject to the Reconsideration Procedure 
 

There were no reports on decisions subject to the reconsideration procedure. 
 
13. Notice of Motion 

 
 13.1   Suicide Awareness and Protect Life 2 Strategy 
 

A copy of the following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor N Trimble had 
been circulated to Members with the notice convening the meeting: 

 
“That this Council notes that Northern Ireland currently has the highest 
suicide rate in the UK and according to the most recent figures there were 
tragically 260 lives lost to suicide in the Lisburn & Castlereagh areas in the 
past 10 years¹; reminds anyone who may be in distress or despair that 24 
hour support is available seven days a week and urges anyone who may be 
experiencing suicidal feelings to contact their GP or any one of our excellent 
mental health charities; expresses concern that the ongoing political impasse 
at Stormont has meant that Protect Life 2 – the new strategy and action plan 
to reduce our suicide rate – has still not been published solely due to the 
absence of a local Minister; subsequently agrees to write to the Secretary of 
State to emphasize to her that the current situation is unacceptable and to 
urge her to intervene to secure the immediate publication of the strategy. 
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13.1   Suicide Awareness and Protect Life 2 Strategy (Cont’d) 
 
¹Suicide deaths 2016 www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/suicide-statistics 10 years 2007                         

        to 2016, most recent published figure  

 
         
 Councillor C Cahill and Councillor J McCarthy left the meeting at 8.15 pm. 
 
 Councillor Trimble read out his Notice of Motion to the meeting. 
 
 Councillor T Mitchell seconded the Notice of Motion by Councillor N Trimble. 
 

It was agreed that the Notice of Motion on the subject of suicide awareness and 
Protect Life 2 Strategy be considered at the meeting. 
 
Councillor J McCarthy returned to the meeting at 8.18 pm. 
 
Councillor N Trimble elaborated on his Notice of Motion during which he referred 
to suicide as an emotionally charged subject and a subject too important to ignore.  
He discussed the causes that lead to suicide which were multi-faceted and 
highlighted a number of contributing factors such as: mental health difficulties, 
stress, economic deprivation, as well as many social considerations.  He stated 
that Northern Ireland had its own contributing factor in connection with the legacy 
of the Troubles. 
 
Councillor Trimble stated that his Notice of Motion was to highlight key broad 
factors on the subject of suicide and also to highlight the need for the publication 
of the Protect Life 2 Strategy which had been embarked upon by the then Minister 
for Health, Michelle O’Neil MLA, over two years ago.  The broad purpose of this 
Strategy was to pick up and build upon the original Protect Life Suicide Prevention 
strategy which had been published in 2006 and which had resulted in the 24-hour 
Life Line initiative.  However due to the insufficient inter-departmental structures 
the strategy had not been published despite having gone through the various 
stages in the consultation process.  The strategy was ready to be implemented but 
unfortunately because the strategy had cross-departmental ramifications and 
oversight the Permanent Secretary would not authorise the implementation without 
ministerial sign off. 
 
Councillor Trimble stated that this was yet another example of how people in 
Northern Ireland had been let down as the result of a non-functioning Stormont 
Executive, especially on this apolitical matter.  Any strategy which addressed 
suicide prevention awareness and post prevention care must be broad and holistic 
in its approach. 
 
Councillor Trimble referred to the significant number of people struggling with 
suicidal thoughts who did not or could not approach a health care professional.   
 
Councillor Trimble also referred to the recently established suicide awareness and 
prevention groups in the Lisburn and Castlereagh area particularly in churches 
and sporting clubs.  He commended these initiatives and the desire by local 
leaders in these communities to tackle this important issue.  He welcomed the fact  
 

http://www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/suicide-statistics
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13.1   Suicide Awareness and Protect Life 2 Strategy (Cont’d) 
 
that churches were united in the desire to change people’s lives,  However, there 
was only so much local initiatives could do and unless something tangible was 
done at the top to address the underlying causes Northern Ireland would continue 
to face an epidemic of suicides.  Councillor Trimble stressed the importance of this  
Council to implore to the Secretary of State to intervene with this matter and 
publish the Protect Life 2 Strategy. 

 
Councillor T Mitchell, having seconded the Notice of Motion, spoke in support of 
the issues raised by Councillor N Trimble and mentioned in particular issues 
around men’s mental health and suicide awareness. He stated that suicide 
awareness had been part of the UUP’s strategy for a number of years.   

  
Councillor Mitchell stated that like many Members on this Council, his own family 
had personal experience of suicide.  Councillor Mitchell also referred to the Prime 
Minister, Theresa May, who had highlighted the Government’s commitment to 
suicide prevention by appointing a Minister for Suicide Prevention on 10 October 
2018, being World Mental Health Day.  Councillor Mitchell discussed a number of 
statistics relating to suicide in Northern Ireland which depicted an upward trend in 
suicide compared to other parts of the United Kingdom.  Also spending per capita 
on mental health and suicide prevention in Northern Ireland continued to be less 
than other regions in the UK.  Furthermore, there had been more lives lost to 
suicide in Northern Ireland since 1998 than during 30 years of terrorism. 
 
Councillor Mitchell also highlighted a number of startling facts and statistics around 
males who experience mental health issues and also the significant number of 
young people who were likely to experience mental health issues by the time they 
reached the age of 18. 
 
Councillor Mitchell concluded by saying that the current situation on suicide in 
Northern Ireland was intolerable and that it was imperative that the Council writes 
to the Secretary of State to ask that the Protect Life 2 Strategy was published. 

 
The following Members spoke emotionally and sincerely in support of the Notice of 
Motion, having described their personal experience of mental health issues 
themselves or by a close family member: Councillor N Anderson, Councillor  
J McCarthy, Councillor A McIntyre, Councillor A Givan, Alderman S P Porter, 
Councillor A Girvin and Councillor B Mallon. 
 
During his contribution Councillor J McCarthy commended the work of Profession 
Siobhan O’Neill, Professor of Mental Health Services at the University of Ulster 
and also Phillip McTaggart, local advocate and founder of PIPS (Public Initiative 
for Prevention of Suicide). 

 
Councillor A McIntyre also highlighted the valuable research and studies of 
Professor Siobhan O’Neill and mentioned in particular an initiative ‘Behind the 
Mask’ which focused on young people’s mental health issues. 
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13.1   Suicide Awareness and Protect Life 2 Strategy (Cont’d) 
 
Councillor A Givan, during his poignant account of his experience of losing a close 
family member to suicide 45 years ago, referred to a meaningful verse from the 
Bible Acts 16 verse 28 when Paul the Apostle was in prison in the City of Phillipi.  
Following the earthquake the keeper of the prison feared all had escaped and Paul 
cried out to him “Do thyself no harm.”   
 
Alderman S P Porter acknowledged the good work being carried out across 
communities that provided friendship and support in times of need.  He as 
Chairman of the Leisure and Community Development Committee said he was 
well aware of the amount of funding provided by the Council to Community and 
sporting groups and believed that the Council had a part to play in supporting 
many sporting and leisure activities across the Council area. 
 
Alderman Porter read an extract from a recent statement by the Chief Medical 
Officer which outlined that despite the delay in publishing the Protect Life 2 
Strategy there was significant work on suicide prevention being progressed across 
the Province.  The article stated that help was available and that £8m had been 
spent by the Public Health Agency on new suicide prevention initiatives. The 
South Eastern Trust Commissioning Group had introduced 14 support initiatives  
across the South Eastern Trust area – all of which were making a difference to 
families in need. 
 
Councillor A Girvin during his contribution asked the Council to keep in their 
thoughts and prayers a family that he was to visit the following day who were once 
again coping with attempted suicide by one of their young daughters. 
 
Alderman W J Dillon left the meeting at 8.49 pm. 
 
Councillor B Mallon indicated that he worked alongside Professor Siobhan O’Neill 
and was confident that the Protect Life 2 strategy would save lives.  Councillor 
Mallon proposed a small but meaningful amendment to the Notice of Motion; 
namely; the words “and implementation” be included after the words “immediate 
publication” in the final sentence. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor thanked Members for their sincere and sensitive 
comments and expressed appreciation in regard to the manner in which the 
debate had been conducted. 
 
Councillor N Trimble thanked Members for their support to his Notice of Motion 
and in particular to their very heartfelt comments and personal stories they had 
shared during their contribution.  Councillor Trimble responded to each Member’s 
contribution individually and reminded Members that the Council offered a 
counselling service for Members and Council staff. 
 
Councillor R T Beckett left the meeting at 8.53 pm. 
 
Councillor Trimble having thanked Councillor T Mitchell for seconding his Notice of 
Motion, indicated that he was happy to accept the additional wording, as proposed 
by Councillor B Mallon, the motion now reading: 
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13.1   Suicide Awareness and Protect Life 2 Strategy (Cont’d) 
 

“That this Council notes that Northern Ireland currently has the highest 
suicide rate in the UK and according to the most recent figures there were 
tragically 260 lives lost to suicide in the Lisburn & Castlereagh areas in the 
past 10 years¹; reminds anyone who may be in distress or despair that 24 
hour support is available seven days a week and urges anyone who may 
be experiencing suicidal feelings to contact their GP or any one of our  
excellent mental health charities; expresses concern that the ongoing 
political impasse at Stormont has meant that Protect Life 2 – the new 
strategy and action plan to reduce our suicide rate – has still not been 
published solely due to the absence of a local Minister; subsequently 
agrees to write to the Secretary of State to emphasize to her that the 
current situation is unacceptable and to urge her to intervene to secure the 
immediate publication and implementation of the strategy. 
 

 ¹Suicide deaths 2016 www.nisra.gov.uk/publications/suicide-statistics 

 10 years 2007 to 2016, most recent published figure  

 
 The above Notice of Motion was put to the Meeting and agreed unanimously. 

 
 
14. Any Other Business 

 
14.1 MENCAP “Treat Me Well” Campaign 

  Councillor N Anderson  
 

Councillor N Anderson advised the Council in regard to the “Treat Me Well” 
initiative by MENCAP which was aimed at providing appropriate training to staff 
and health professionals to transform the way people with a learning disability 
were treated in hospital. Councillor Anderson requested that the Council consider 
supporting this initiative. 
 
It was agreed on a proposal by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Alderman M 
Henderson, that the Council supports MENCAP’s “Treat Me Well” initiative, and 
that letters be furnished to: 
 
a) MENCAP Northern Ireland - to convey this Council’s support to their “Treat Me 

Well” initiative, and 
 

b) the Chief Executives of the Belfast Health and Social Care Trust and the South 
Eastern Health and Social Care Trust to advise of this Council’s support to 
MENCAP’s campaign and to request assurance that the respective Trusts 
were working with this campaign.  

 
It was also agreed that this Council supports MENCAP’s social media campaign 
for this initiative and that officials from MENCAP be invited to meet with the 
Council’s Community Planning Manger to discuss a number of other issues 
around this campaign. 
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14.2   December Meeting of Council 
      The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin, advised that the December 
meeting of Council would take place on Tuesday, 18 December 2018 at 6.00 pm 
to be followed by the Mayor’s Christmas Dinner in Lighters Restaurant. 

 
14.3   Absence of Published Impact Papers on Universal Credit 

        Councillor A McIntyre 
 

It was agreed on a proposal by Councillor A McIntyre and seconded by Councillor 
J McCarthy that the Council writes to the Rt Hon Jeffrey Donaldson MP enquiring 
that in the absence of published Impact Papers on Universal Credit what detailed 
guidance on the impact of Universal Credit he could provide to Councillors who 
were being approached by members of the public as Universal Credit was rolled 
out across the Lisburn & Castlereagh City area, and also asking on what basis that 
guidance was based. 

 
14.4   Tonagh Play Park 

        Councillor J Palmer 
 

The Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing responded to concerns raised 
by Councillor J Palmer in regard to the delay in the purchase of land by the 
Council for a play park at Tonagh.  

 
The Director undertook to liaise with the Head of Parks and Amenities on this 
matter and arrange for the Head of Parks and Amenities to respond directly to 
Councillor Palmer.  The Director also agreed that an update report on Tonagh Play 
Park would be brought to the next meeting of the Leisure and Community 
Development Committee. 

 
Alderman S P Porter stated that it was appropriate to raise this matter again and 
referred to the ongoing issue regarding a piece of land owned by NIHE.   

 
 

 There being no further business for consideration, the meeting was terminated at  
 9.05 pm. 
 
 
 
               
                    Mayor 


