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LISBURN  &  CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Remote Monthly Meeting of Council held on Tuesday, 22 September, 
2020 at 7:00 pm 
   
 
PRESENT IN 
CHAMBER: 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Councillor Hon. N Trimble 
 
Deputy Mayor 
Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Aldermen W J Dillon MBE, A G Ewart MBE, A Grehan,  
S Martin, S P Porter and J Tinsley 
 
Councillors D J Craig, A Gowan, S Hughes, S Lee, U Mackin,  
A McIntyre, T Mitchell, John Palmer and A Swan 
 

PRESENT IN REMOTE 
LOCATION: 

Aldermen D Drysdale, O Gawith and M Henderson 
 
Councillors N Anderson, R T Beckett, R Carlin, S Carson,   
S Eastwood, A P Ewing, J Gallen, A Givan, M Gregg, M Guy, 
D Honeyford, J Laverty BEM, H Legge, S Lowry, J McCarthy, 
G McCleave, R McLernon, S Skillen 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 
Chief Executive 
Director of Environmental Services 
Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
Director of Service Transformation 
Acting Director of Finance & Corporate Services 
PCSP/Member Services Manager 
Member Services Officers 
Technician 
IT Officer 
Mayor’s Chaplain 

 
 
Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor 
N Trimble, welcomed those present to the remote meeting of Council, which was being 
live streamed to enable members of the public to hear and see the proceedings.   
 
At this point, the Member Services Manager read out the names of the Elected 
Members in attendance at the meeting. 

 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, requested that all mobile phones 
be put on silent for the duration of the meeting.  He also stated that, whilst the meeting 
was being live streamed, unauthorised recording was not permitted, as per the 
Council’s Standing Orders. 
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Prayers 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, welcomed to the meeting  
Rev Fiona Forbes, Harmony Hill Presbyterian Church.  Rev Forbes apologised for her 
absence from the previous meeting of Council which she said had been due to a 
pastoral emergency.  Rev Forbes proceeded to address the Council and said a prayer  
The Right Worshipful the Mayor thanked Rev Forbes for her poignant reflections during 
her address and for her attendance following which she left the meeting (7.22 pm). 
 
 
1. Business of The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
 

1.2 Mayor’s Engagements 
  
The Council noted a number of engagements attended by The Right Worshipful 
the Mayor since the previous meeting of Council. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor commended the Arts Centre team for having 
hosted the Great Artdoors Festival which had included amongst other things a 
musical workshop, a play and an opera in Castle Gardens and Moat Park. The 
Right Worshipful the Mayor thanked the Arts Centre team for having delivered 
this festival during these difficult times. 
 
Alderman M Henderson, Chairman of the Leisure & Community Development 
Committee, wished to put on record his thanks to the Arts Centre team for their 
efforts and who had given up their time on Saturday and Sunday and also 
welcomed the fact that the families in attendance had observed the social 
distancing requirements. 
  

2. Apologies 
 

It was agreed to accept apologies on behalf of Alderman J Baird and Councillor  
C McCready. 
 
Alderman J Tinsley advised the Council that Councillor C McCready was entering 
into holy matrimony the following day and on behalf of the Council extended best 
wishes and congratulations to Councillor C McCready and his fiancée on their 
forthcoming wedding. 
 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
 

There were no declarations of interest declared at this point. 
 
A completed declaration of interest form had been completed and submitted by 
Alderman S Martin in respect of 14.1 Car Parking at Lagan Valley Hospital in 
view of his employment by the Health and Social Care Trust. 
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4. Council Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Alderman A G Ewart, and 
agreed that the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 25 August, 2020 be 
confirmed and signed. 
 
 

5. Matters Arising 
 

There were no matters arising from the minutes of the Council Meeting held on 
25 August 2020. 
 
 

6. Deputations 
 
 There were no deputations. 
 
 
7. Business Required by Statute 
 

(i) Signing of Legal Documents 
 
There were no legal documents for signing at the meeting. 
 

 
8. Adoption of Minutes of Committees 

 
Leisure & Community Development Committee  1 September 2020 
Proposed by Alderman M Henderson 
   Seconded by Councillor D Honeyford 
  
Subject to the following decision which arose during matters arising from the 
minutes: 
 
Page 434/5  Item 6.5 
Outdoor Facilities and Alignment of Facility Availability 
 
Councillor N Anderson left the meeting during consideration of the above matter 
(7.35 pm). 
 
Councillor D Honeyford expressed his disappointment that a report on the above 
matter was not before the Council that evening for a decision thereon in relation 
to the alignment of the opening of sports pitches between the Lisburn and  
Castlereagh areas.  It was noted that a report on this matter had been 
considered and agreed by the Leisure and Community Development Committee 
(LCDC) at its meeting in February 2020 but had been referred back to Committee 
by Council in view of issues that had arisen and that required to be addressed. 
 
Councillor Honeyford proposed that with immediate effect the availability of 
pitches in the Lisburn area be brought into line with those pitches in the 
Castlereagh area which would allow the pitches in Lisburn to open on Sundays. 
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Page 434/5  Item 6.5 
Outdoor Facilities and Alignment of Facility Availability (Cont’d) 
 
In response The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, clarified that 
the LCDC minute reflected that should a report not be finalised for consideration 
at the Council meeting that evening then the Leisure & Community Development  
Committee would request delegated authority to consider this matter at its 
meeting on 6 October 2020. 
 
Alderman J Tinsley and Alderman W J Dillon whilst stating that they had 
sympathy with the concerns of Councillor D Honeyford advised that the 
Committee minutes had been proposed, seconded and agreed and that proper 
process should be adhered to.   
 
In response to questions from Alderman J Tinsley, the Director of Leisure & 
Community Wellbeing confirmed that a draft report on this matter was prepared 
and, subject to the necessary approval, would be considered by the Committee 
at its meeting on 6th October. 
 
At this point Councillor S Hughes indicated that he would second Councillor  
D Honeyford’s proposal. 
 
The Chief Executive and the Director responded to further questions from a 
number of Members on this matter. 
 
The Chief Executive having reminded the Council that the Council was still 
operating within a pandemic urged Members to consider proceeding with this 
matter as set out in the minutes of the Committee.   
 
Alderman S P Porter was of the opinion that the matter should be considered by 
the Leisure & Community Development Committee as that Committee was better 
placed to give this matter the due diligence it required. 
 
Councillor Honeyford confirmed that his proposal tonight was based on the 
recommendation contained in the report that had been considered and agreed by 
the Committee in February but which had been referred back to Committee by 
the Council. The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, advised that 
the report that had been prepared for the February Committee meeting had since 
been revised.   
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, suggested that as an 
interim measure the out-workings of the original recommendation be approved 
and that meanwhile the issues in question continue to be addressed over the 
next few weeks.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor asked if Councillor Honeyford 
would be in agreement with this arrangement and if so if he would be content to 
withdraw his proposal. 
 
Councillor Honeyford withdrew his proposal. 
  
A number of Members warned caution in regard to the suggested interim 
arrangements as this was moving away from the governance process of this 
Council.   
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Page 434/5  Item 6.5 
Outdoor Facilities and Alignment of Facility Availability (Cont’d) 
 
Councillor D Honeyford having withdrawn his first proposal formally proposed his 
new proposal as follows: 
 
a) with immediate effect and as an interim measure there be a temporary 

alignment of availability of sports pitches in the Lisburn and Castlereagh 
areas,  
 

b) the Council grants delegated authority to the Leisure & Community 
Development Committee to consider this matter at its meeting on 6 October 
2020, and  
 

c) the issues in question continue to be addressed over the next two weeks. 
 
Councillor S Hughes seconded Councillor Honeyford’s new proposal. 
 
Councillor D Honeyford’s proposal was put to the meeting and for the purposes 
of the livestream, the Member Services Manager conducted the vote.    
There being 23 votes in favour of Councillor Honeyford’s proposal and 14 votes 
against, the proposal was declared “carried.” 
 
Environmental Services Committee                                      2 September 2020 
Proposed by Councillor R McLernon 
   Seconded by Councillor S Lee 
 
Councillor A McIntyre left the meeting at 7.55 pm. 
 
Development Committee                                                       2 September 2020 
Proposed by Alderman W J Dillon 
   Seconded by Councillor U Mackin 
 
Corporate Services Committee                                           9 September 2020 
Proposed by Alderman S P Porter 
   Seconded by Alderman S Martin 
 
Councillor A McIntyre returned to the meeting and Alderman A Grehan left the 
meeting at 7.58 pm. 
 
Adopted subject to the following edit at the request of Councillor M Guy: 
  
Item 6.4  Page 487 
Changing Place Toilets 
  
- First paragraph line 5: removal of the sentence “A response was awaited.” and 
    replaced with “A positive response was received from the Minister of Finance          
    so no further correspondence from the Council was required.” and 

 
- first bullet point be removed. 
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Matter Arising 
 
Item 6.2.3  Page 485 
National Police Memorial Day 
Sunday 27th September 2020 
 
At the request of Councillor John Palmer The Right Worshipful the Mayor, 
Councillor N Trimble, agreed that the Union Flag be flown at the Council’s Civic 
Building on Sunday 27th September 2020 to commemorate National Police 
Memorial Day. 
 
Governance & Audit Committee          10 September 2020 
Proposed by Councillor G McCleave 
   Seconded by Councillor J Laverty  
 
Matters Arising 
 
The Vice Chairman, Councillor J Laverty, advised that he had omitted to bring 
forward an apology for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of Alderman  
S P Porter and that he would make reference to this at the next meeting of the 
Governance & Audit Committee. 
 
Planning Committee                       3 August 2020 
 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 3 August, 2020 had been 
circulated for noting only as these minutes had been agreed at the subsequent 
meeting of the Planning Committee on 7 August, 2020.  It was proposed by 
Alderman O Gawith, seconded by Alderman W J Dillon and agreed that their 
contents be noted. 
 
Planning Committee (Reconvened)                    10 August 2020 
 
The minutes of the reconvened Planning Committee meeting of 10 August, 2020 
had been circulated for noting only as these minutes had been agreed at the 
subsequent meeting of the Planning Committee on 7 August, 2020.  It was 
proposed by Alderman O Gawith, seconded by Councillor A Swan and agreed 
that their contents be noted. 
 
Planning Matter 
Change of Use from Fast Food Outlet to Licenced Bar 
 
Alderman A Grehan returned to the meeting at 8.01 pm. 
 
Alderman M Henderson reported on a recent meeting he had attended about 
Carryduff Shopping Centre along with a number of angry residents and two 
community associations.  The issue was that a fast food outlet had allegedly 
applied for a full bar licence.  The residents had not been made aware of this 
change of use and were particularly concerned as this would mean there were 
now two bars in the location to three churches, two primary schools, three  
nursery schools and three nursing homes, one of which was a home for people 
with dementia.   
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Planning Matter 
Change of Use from Fast Food Outlet to Licenced Bar (Cont’d) 
 
Alderman Henderson had been asked to convey these concerns to the Council 
and to advise that the local residents would be writing to Members regarding their 
concern and upset at not being advised of the change of use of the fast food 
outlet. 
 

9. Report from Chief Executive 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Chief Executive be 
adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
Item for Decision 
 
9.1 Digital Strategy Workshop Outcome 
 
At the outset the Chief Executive expressed thanks to the Portfolio Manager and 
her team for their efforts to date in progressing the Council’s Digital Strategy. 
 
The Chief Executive proceeded to outline the background and key issues in 
relation to the Council’s Digital Strategy and also in relation to the Digital Strategy 
Workshop which had been delivered to Members on two days the previous week. 
 
Members had been furnished with a copy of the draft Digital Strategy which set 
out a vision, context and action plan for animating Council’s longer term 
ambitions for transformation and the move to a ‘people enabled, digital first’ 
culture and approach to service delivery.  
 
It was noted that the priorities proposed in the strategy action plan had been 
carefully adjusted to reflect current and evolving changes occurring since 
COVID-19’s onset, both for Council as an area and an organisation. These 
included actions relative to digital skills, digital inclusion, service design for 
efficiency and effectiveness and transformed workplace.  
 
A number of key themes were detailed in the report circulated. 
 
The Chief Executive reported that the Digital Strategy had been presented at the 
Development Committee meeting held on 2 September 2020 and that the 
Committee had supported the opportunity for all Elected Members to 
subsequently have further discussion of the strategy at workshops.  Feedback 
had been captured for incorporating into the proposed work streams.  
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, also wished to convey his 
thanks to the Portfolio Manager and her team for their work on the Digital 
Strategy.  He indicated that he had attended one of the strategy workshops and 
had found it to be a useful exercise. 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, advised that a number of Members 
had been unable to attend the workshops due work commitments and requested 
that consideration be given to a further workshop being held after 6 pm in order 
to facilitate those Members who work full-time. 



  MM  22.09.2020 

503 

 

9.1 Digital Strategy Workshop Outcome (Cont’d) 
 

The Chief Executive responded to comments from Councillor U Mackin and 
Councillor A Givan in regard to the need to be mindful of the significant number of 
people who were either not capable of availing of the digital technology or who did 
not have access to broadband.  Councillor Mackin was of the opinion that there 
was a need for dual access to those services that would be moving to digital 
means.  Councillor A Givan enquired about the expenditure associated with the 
Digital Strategy and if there would be anticipated savings as a result of the Digital 
Strategy. 

 
It was proposed by Councillor A McIntyre, seconded by Councillor John Palmer, 
and agreed that the draft Digital Strategy as presented be approved and that the 
programming of work streams across the four pillars as outlined in the report be 
commenced. 

 
9.2 Contracts for Award within the Capital Programme 
 

The Chief Executive outlined in his report the background and key issues in 
relation to two projects on the Council’s Capital Programme that were considered 
urgent and essential, namely; the Playground refurbishment phase 3 and Lagan 
Valley LeisurePlex roof upgrade.  It was noted that the LeisurePlex roof upgrade 
had been identified through the Council Estate Condition Survey and was 
considered as an essential asset upgrade. 

 
The Chief Executive also detailed the key issues in regard to the award of the 
tender for the strategic play area upgrades phase 3 which had been abandoned in 
April 2020 due to the unacceptable risk to the Council as a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic lockdown. The tender had been re-run in July/August 2020.   

 
It was agreed on a proposal by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Alderman  
A Grehan, that delegated authority be granted by the Council to the Capital 
Projects Committee to consider and approve the award of the tender/s for: 
 
a) the strategic play area upgrades phase 3 subject to being within agreed 

budget, and  
 

b) the refurbishment contract for the LeisurePlex roof. 
 

10. Reports from Members on Boards 
 

10.1  National Association of Councillors (NAC) (NI Region) 
          Annual General Meeting  Friday 2 October, 2020     
         Glenavon House Hotel, Cookstown 
  
Alderman M Henderson advised Members that the Annual General Meeting of 
the NAC (NI Region) was taking place on Friday 2 October 2020 at the Glenavon  
House Hotel, Cookstown and asked that any Member interesting in attending to 
advise Ms Kate Wilson of the NAC (NI Region) accordingly.  Alderman 
Henderson reminded the Council that this meeting was open to all Elected 
Members. 
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12. Reports on Decisions Subject to the Reconsideration Procedure 
 
 There were no reports on decisions subject to the reconsideration procedure. 
 
 
13. Notices of Motion 

 
 13.1 Attacks on Places of Worship 
  Councillor A Gowan 
 

A copy of the following Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor A Gowan had 
been circulated to Members with the Notice convening the meeting:  
 

  “Council notes recently published research from charity CARE NI finding 
  that over 600 attacks have been recorded on places of worship in  
  Northern Ireland between 2014 and 2019. 60 of these attacks were  
  recorded in the Lisburn and Castlereagh Council area.  
 
  Council unreservedly condemns all attacks on places of worship in  
  Northern Ireland regardless of their religion or denomination and upholds 
  the important human right for individuals to be free to worship and live out 
  their faith in this society.  
 
  Council notes the operation of the Places of Worship Security Scheme in 
  England and Wales and writes to the Department for Communities calling 
  for consideration to be given to the introduction of a similar scheme in 
  Northern Ireland.  
 
  Council calls on Officers to consider what actions can be taken at Council  
  level to provide advice and support to places of worship in terms of their  
  security and to support places of worship which have been attacked." 
 

The Notice of Motion as proposed by Councillor A Gowan was seconded by 
Alderman J Tinsley. 
 
At the outset Councillor A Gowan advised that it was with regret that since 
bringing his Notice of Motion before the Council there had been two further 
attacks on places of worship in the Council area; namely; St Aidans Church, 
Glenavy, and Brooklands Gospel Hall, Dundonald. Councillor Gowan asked that 
all Members would condemn also these two recent attacks on places of worship 
and stand in solidarity with these congregations. 
 
Councillor Gowan proceeded to elaborate on his Notice of Motion, stating that 
every Member of this Council knows how important faith is for many who live in 
our Council area and how these groups enrich the lives in the communities we 
represent.   
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 13.1 Attacks on Places of Worship (Cont’d) 
  Councillor A Gowan 

 
Councillor Gowan made the following points in support of his Notice of Motion: 

 
- recent months have shown the impact of churches beyond the role of 

worship.  Councillor Gowan advised that in his own area in response to the 
Covid-19 Pandemic a number of churches had provided support in serving 
the community including the delivery of food parcels to the most vulnerable 
people.  Such churches included Legacurry Presbyterian Church, 2nd 
Dromara Presbyterian and Drumbeg Parish Church.  Councillor Gowan put on 
record this thanks to those churches, and all those places of worship across 
the Council area, for all that they had done in recent months.  

 
- it is a fundamental human right for individuals to hold faith commitments and 

live out their faith in their daily lives. The European Convention on Human 
Rights states that everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience 
and religion 
 

- recent statistics published by CARE NI show that there had been 600 attacks 
from 2014 to 2018 on places of worship, cemeteries and graveyards, 60 of 
which had been in the Lisburn and Castlereagh areas.  The kind of attacks 
vary in severity ranging from graffiti to more serious attacks such as arson.  In 
2016 Saintfield Presbyterian Church suffered an arson attack on two 
occasions so severe that the building was completely devastated causing not 
only a financial impact but also an emotional impact among the congregation. 
Ballymacarrett Gospel Hall suffered an arson attack in 2018 and in 2019 
Derriaghy Parish Church had suffered a break in.  
 

- attacks on places of worship are attacks on the communities that worship 
there 
 

- reasons for such attacks on places of worship vary from being motivated by 
sectarianism to simply someone looking for trouble 

 
Councillor Gowan was hopeful that all Members of each political party would 
unreservedly condemn attacks on places of worship as it was important that this 
Council sends out the right signal that attacks on places of worship no matter what 
faith were totally unacceptable.  Councillor Gowan asked that officers bring a 
report on what the Council could do to support the faith communities and also 
emphasised the need for a Places of Worship security scheme in Northern Ireland.  
He referred to the schemes in place in England, Scotland and Wales for places of 
worship which funded victims of hate crime or those vulnerable to hate crime. 
Such funding schemes provided for the purchase of new locks, lighting and better 
fencing.  Furthermore in England and Wales the Home Office provided training to 
faith communities to help protect their properties as many faith communities had 
no financial weight but rather had large isolated buildings to protect. 
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 13.1 Attacks on Places of Worship (Cont’d) 
  Councillor A Gowan 

 
Councillor Gowan welcomed the fact that the Department of Justice had been 
engaging in a review of these issues over the past year and stated that he looked 
forward to the outcome of such a review. 
 
Councillor Gowan having reiterated that his Notice of Motion called for the Council 
to write to the Department for Communities calling for consideration to be given to 
the introduction of a Places of Worship Security Scheme stated that he wished to 
add the Department of Justice into his Notice of Motion too as these issues which 
were cross cutting both Departments. 
 
In concluding Councillor Gowan put on record that the issue of specifying places of 
worship should not take away from attacks on other places.  The issue was that 
these faith communities did not have compensation schemes that others can avail 
of.  Councillor Gowan was hopeful that Members would be united in supporting his 
Notice of Motion. 
 
Alderman J Tinsley, having seconded the Notice of Motion, was also hopeful that 
all Members would be united in supporting this Motion.  Alderman Tinsley stated 
that during his time on the Council there had been many sad occasions when a 
constituent had contacted him to advise of an attacks on various halls and places 
in the community but that there was something more sinister when places of 
worship were attacked.  Alderman Tinsley welcomed any scheme to help protect 
places of worship especially those which were in isolated rural areas. 
 
Councillor G McCleave having supported the Notice of Motion on the subject of 
attacks on places of worship and having condemned the recent attacks on 
churches wished to put forward an amendment to the third paragraph of the 
Motion which would include ‘symbolic premises, namely; that the words “for places 
of worship and also symbolic premises” be inserted as detailed below: 

 
    “Council notes the operation of the Places of Worship Security Scheme in 
      England and Wales and writes to the Department of Communities calling 
      for consideration to be given to the introduction of a similar scheme for     
     places of worship and also symbolic premises in Northern Ireland.” 
 

Councillor McCleave explained that the term ‘symbolic premises’ was a term used 
in PSNI statistics that included churches, chapels, GAA halls, schools, Orange 
halls, Ancient Order of Hibernian halls and Apprentice Boys halls.   
 
At this point Councillor Gowan reminded Members that there were compensation 
schemes already in place for the groups alluded to by Councillor McCleave and 
therefore to include them in the Notice of Motion would mean that the Council 
would be requesting the Department to consider funding which was already in 
place.  Councillor Gowan indicated that he could not accept the amendment as 
proposed.  
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 13.1 Attacks on Places of Worship (Cont’d) 
             Councillor A Gowan 

 
Councillor A McIntyre, on behalf of the Alliance Party, thanked Councillor Gowan 
for bringing his Notice of Motion before the Council and advised that he supported 
the Motion.  Councillor McIntyre acknowledged how devastating attacks can be on 
places of worship and referred to an attack in recent years on his own church, 
Hillhall Presbyterian Church. Councillor McIntyre stated that whilst his party 
supported any scheme to support places of worship it was important to recognise 
that in order for any of such measures to be effective there was the need to 
address sectarianism through the community relations and PCSP functions within 
the Council.   

 
Councillor A Swan, on behalf of the Ulster Unionist Party, supported the Notice of 
Motion before the Council that evening.  Councillor Swan advised that he intended 
liaising with the PSCP on the matters raised. 
 
Councillor J Gallen, on behalf of the SDLP, also supported the Notice of Motion 
and thanked Councillor A Gowan for bringing his Motion forward. 
 
Councillor S Lee, having congratulated Councillor A Gowan on his timely Notice of 
Motion, advised that he too would be supporting the Motion.  Councillor Lee 
welcomed the fact that this was an inclusive motion having referred to a recent 
attack on the Muslim community in Newtownards in recent times. 
 
At this point The Right Worshipful the Mayor sought a seconder for Councillor  
G McCleave’s amendment.  Councillor R Carlin seconded the amendment to the 
Notice of Motion. 
 
Councillor S Lee left the meeting at 8.33 pm. 
 
The amendment was put to the meeting.  For the purposes of the livestream the 
Member Services Manager conducted the voting process.  There were 32 votes 
against the amendment and 4 votes in favour and accordingly the amendment 
“fell.” 

 
The Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor A Gowan on the subject of attacks 
on places of worship was put to the meeting and agreed unanimously. 
 
Councillor A Gowan thanked Members for their contributions. 

 
 

 14. Any Other Business 
 
14.1 Parking at Lagan Valley Hospital 
  Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Alderman A G Ewart left the meeting at 8.39 pm and returned to the meeting at 
8.42 pm.  Alderman W J Dillon left the meeting at 8.40 pm. 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer referred to a recent meeting she 
had attended with MLAs, elected representatives as well as other agencies  
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14.1 Parking at Lagan Valley Hospital (Cont’d) 
  Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
regarding arrangements for the new Regional Day Procedure Centre at Lagan 
Valley Hospital.  The Deputy Mayor expressed disappoint to hear from the 
management of both the Hospital and the Health and Social Care Trust that the 
car parking issues would not be fully alleviated when the new build was finished 
and the hospital operating fully.  
 
The Deputy Mayor advised that during the above-mentioned meeting reference 
had been made to the very serious traffic issues on the Hillsborough Road, 
Warren Park and Woodland Park areas all in the vicinity of coming in to and out 
of the hospital.  The Deputy Mayor emphasised that the current road structure 
would not meet the needs of all the new services planned for the hospital and 
stated that it was incumbent of the Council to ensure that this issue was dealt 
with immediately and proposed that the Council writes to the Department for 
Infrastructure requesting that the Department sets up a meeting with the South 
Eastern Health and Social Care Trust (SEHSCT) in order to address this issue as 
a matter of urgency.  The Deputy Mayor also raised the issue of the pedestrian 
crossing at the hospital which she referred to as being in a strange place and 
needing realigned similar to the junction at the Ulster Hospital, Dundonald. 
 
Alderman S P Porter having concurred with the sentiments raised by the Deputy 
Mayor and having advised that he too had attended the meeting in question, 
reported that officials from the South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust were 
due to be in attendance at a meeting of the Council’s Health Working Group 
which was due to take place on Monday 28 September.   
 
At this point The Right Worshipful the Mayor confirmed that the SEHSCT had 
been requested to address the issue of parking at Lagan Valley Hospital at the 
meeting of the Health Working Group on 28 September and therefore if Members 
were content that the proposal to write to the Department for Infrastructure and 
the SEHSCT be put on hold pending the update by the Trust at the meeting of 
the Health Working Group. 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, and Alderman S P Porter, in his 
capacity as Chairman of the Health Working Group were content with the way 
forward as suggested by The Right Worshipful the Mayor. 
 
14.2 Standing Down from Alliance Party Group Leader 
 Alderman O Gawith 
 
Alderman W J Dillon returned to the meeting during this item of business (8.45 
pm). 
 
Alderman O Gawith having recently stood down from his position of Alliance 
Party Group Leader on the Council wished to put on record his thanks to The 
Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, the previous Mayor, Councillor 
A Givan, the other party group leaders on the Council and the Chief Executive for 
their even handed manner in which they had conducted their business with him 
during his tenure as Alliance Party Group Leader. 
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14.2 Standing Down from Alliance Party Group Leader (Cont’d) 
 Alderman O Gawith 
 
Alderman O Gawith stated that the reason for his decision to stand down was 
that he had been unable to give the job the attention it required.  He wished his 
successor, Alderman A Grehan, best wishes in her new role. 
 
Alderman A Grehan having reciprocated the comments by Alderman Gawith, 
referred to the calming influence of Alderman Gawith in his role as Party Group 
Leader.  Alderman Grehan conveyed thanks to Alderman Gawith for having kept  
the Party up to date in respect of the Covid-19 Pandemic and Council business 
generally.  She described Alderman Gawith as a good friend to all within the 
Alliance Party and expressed thanks and appreciation for having nominated her 
to the position of Party Group Leader. 
 
14.3 Congratulations to Carryduff Men’s Senior GAA Team 
 Councillor J Gallen 
 
Councillor J Gallen congratulated Carryduff Men’s Senior GAA Team on reaching 
the County finals on Sunday, 20 September at Pairc Esler, Newry.  Unfortunately 
the Carryduff team lost on the day to the Kilcoo team.  Councillor Gallen also 
extended thanks and appreciation to Lets Go Hydro who had shown the match 
on their large screen as numbers had been limited to the venue due to the 
pandemic. 
 
Councillor Gallen conveyed that the Carryduff team had indicated to him that they 
looked forward to the completion of the 3G pitch at Lough Moss which would 
benefit the team for the County competition next year. 
 
14.4 First Meeting of the new Partnership Panel 
           Councillor John Palmer 
 
Councillor John Palmer reported on his attendance at the first meeting of the new 
Partnership Panel on Wednesday, 16 September, 2020 and wished to put on 
record his thanks to NILGA for their efforts in the pre-planning of this meeting and 
also the efficient manner in which the meeting had been conducted.  Councillor 
Palmer was pleased to report that the Minister for Communities had taken on 
board the comments raised by Members during the meeting. 
 
14.5    Previous Mayor’s Mayoral Charity - Air Ambulance NI 
 Councillor A Givan 
 
Councillor A Givan expressed thanks and appreciation to everyone who had 
assisted in any way with the fundraising efforts for his Mayoral charity, Air 
Ambulance NI, last year and reported that he had had the privilege on Tuesday, 
15th September to visit Air Ambulance NI in order to hand over a cheque for 
£54,419.   
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14.5    Previous Mayor’s Mayoral Charity - Air Ambulance NI (Cont’d) 
 Councillor A Givan 
 
Councillor Givan put on record his sincere thanks to everyone across the Lisburn 
& Castlereagh City Council area who had taken part in the fundraising events  
which had resulted in this tremendous amount being raised for a very worthwhile 
charity. 
 
Councillor Givan paid tribute to the work of his Mayoral charity committee, 
namely; the previous Deputy Mayor, Councillor J McCarthy, Alderman A G Ewart, 
Alderman A Grehan and Councillor H Legge. Councillor Givan also commended 
the efforts of Ms Hazel Thompson from Dumbo and Ms Megan Watson, member 
of staff from the Ice Bowl, who had went that extra mile on many occasions.  He 
also thanked Angela McCann and the staff from the Marketing and  
 
Communications Unit for their assistance throughout the year.  Councillor Givan 
conveyed a special thanks to the staff in the Mayor’s Office; Cathy, Gillian, Glen 
and Joe for their efforts in planning and attending to those many and varied 
matters associated with fundraising events – from sending emails to counting 
money. 
 
At this point Councillor A Givan advised that the Mayor’s driver Glen, had 
suffered a cycling accident some weeks ago when he had sustained a number of 
injuries.  Councillor Givan wished Glen a full and speedy recovery. 
 
In paying tribute to the lifesaving work of Air Ambulance NI, Councillor Givan 
advised that when he had handed over the cheque on Tuesday past and they 
already had had three call outs that day.  Councillor Givan hoped that as 
individuals that everyone would continue to support this worthwhile and valuable 
charity.   
 
Alderman S Martin congratulated Councillor A Givan on his fundraising efforts for 
Air Ambulance NI and stated that the Mayor’s choice of charity was a personal 
decision.  Alderman Martin stated that the amount raised was a sterling amount 
especially during the difficult circumstances at the end of his Mayoral term due of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
Alderman Martin referred to Glen’s cycling accident and also wished to pass on 
his best wishes to the Mayor’s driver, Glen, and his family at this time. 
 
14.7    Condolences  
  Alderman S Martin 
 
It was agreed on a proposal by Alderman S Martin that a letter of condolence be 
sent from the Mayor in respect of the undernoted bereavements: 
 
- family of Sam McBratney, the well-known author of children’s books from the 

Lisburn area.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor advised that there were a 
number of Sam McBratney’s books on display in the Lisburn Museum, and 
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14.7    Condolences (Cont’d) 
     Alderman S Martin 
 

- Mrs Veronica Willis, ex-Sinn Fein councillor of the former Lisburn City Council 
from 2001-2011 whose son, Michael, had died following a beach tragedy in 
Donegal on Saturday, 19 September. 

 
14.8   Council Pitches Strategy Document 
           Councillor R Carlin 
 
At the outset Councillor R Carlin wished to be associated with the sentiments 
expressed by Councillor J Gallen earlier in regard to the success of Carryduff 
Men’s senior GAA team which he stated was the team’s first time in reaching this 
final.  Councillor Carlin also concurred with Cllr Gallen’s comments regarding the 
need for the completion of the 3G pitch at Lough Moss as quickly as possible 
which he said would benefit in the region of 1200 young people from across the 
local area. 
 
Councillor Carlin enquired in regard to the Council’s Pitches Strategy document, 
which was dated 2016 and stated that he had concerns regarding the availability 
of pitches.  He also referred to the fact that the Council was currently finalising its 
capital programme which he stated would last for the next five to six years. 
Councillor Carlin was of the opinion and from speaking to a number of sporting 
clubs that the Pitches Strategy document was outdated and advised that the 
numbers playing GAA in this Council area was now over 2000 having grown by 
over 55%.  Councillor Carlin also advised that GAA was the largest sport in terms 
of ladies playing in this Council area. 
 
Councillor Carlin requested that an update report on the Council’s Pitches 
strategy be presented to the next meeting of the Leisure & Community 
Development Committee detailing what had been completed, what was left to 
complete and also what was included in the Council’s Capital Programme. 
 
The Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing responded to the issues raised 
by Councillor R Carlin during which he advised that the strategy had initially 
identified growth in synthetic surfaces and had identified four pitches at specific 
locations; namely Lough Moss, Billy Neill Country Park, Hydebank and Laurelhill.  
In addition the strategy had endeavoured to support a number of smaller multi-
use games areas where possible. 
 
The Director reported that a fund of £37.5 m was being consulted on currently 
through the Department for Communities and that the Department had provided 
funding for what had previously been the Sub Regional Stadia Programme 
agreed in 2012.  The Director felt there would be reasonable chance that an 
element of this new funding may focus on synthetic surfaces. 
 
The Director undertook to provide an update report on the Council’s Pitches 
Strategy at the meeting of the Leisure & Community Development Committee in 
November 2020. 
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Conclusion of the Meeting 
 
At the conclusion of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, 
thanked those present for their attendance. 
 

 
There being no further business for consideration, the meeting was terminated at  
9.00 pm. 
 
 
 
 
               
                    Mayor 


