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LISBURN  &  CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the Remote Monthly Meeting of Council held on Tuesday 15 December, 
2020 at 6:02 pm 
  
PRESENT IN 
CHAMBER: 
 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Councillor N Trimble 
 
Deputy Mayor 
Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Aldermen W J Dillon MBE, A Grehan, S Martin,  
S P Porter and J Tinsley 
 
Councillors N Anderson, D J Craig, D Honeyford, S Hughes, 
S Lee, U Mackin, C McCready, John Palmer and S Swan  
 

PRESENT IN REMOTE 
LOCATION: 

Aldermen J Baird, D Drysdale, O Gawith and  
M Henderson MBE 
 
Councillors R T Beckett, R Carlin, S Carson,  
S Eastwood, A P Ewing, J Gallen, A Givan, A Gowan,  
M Gregg, M Guy,  J Laverty BEM, H Legge,  
S Lowry, J McCarthy, G McCleave, A McIntyre, R McLernon,  
T Mitchell and S Skillen  
 

IN ATTENDANCE IN 
CHAMBER: 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 
Chief Executive 
PCSP/Member Services Manager 
Member Services Officer 
Technicians 
IT Officer 
 

IN ATTENDANCE IN 
REMOTE LOCATION: 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 
Director of Environmental Services 
Director of Service Transformation 
Acting Director of Finance and Corporate Services 
Acting Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
 

The Very Reverend Sam Wright 
 
Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor 
N Trimble, welcomed those present to the remote meeting of Council, which was being 
live-streamed to enable members of the public to hear and see the proceedings.   
 
At this point, the Member Services Manager read out the names of the Elected 
Members in attendance at the meeting. 
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Commencement of the Meeting (Cont’d) 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor requested that all mobile phones be put on silent or 
switched off for the duration of the meeting and pointed out that, in accordance with the 
Council’s Standing Orders, whilst the meeting was being live-streamed, unauthorised 
recording was not permitted. 
 
Prayers 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, advised that his Chaplain,  
Reverend Fiona Forbes, was unable to join tonight’s meeting and welcomed The Very 
Reverend Sam Wright, Lisburn Cathedral, who was deputising once again for his 
Chaplain.  The Very Reverend Wright gave an address and said a prayer, and 
concluded by wishing everyone an enjoyable evening and happy Christmastime.  The 
Right Worshipful the Mayor reciprocated the sentiments of the season to The Very 
Reverend Wright and thanked him for his attendance.  The Very Reverend Wright left 
the meeting (6.10 pm).  
 
Suspension of Meeting 
 
At this juncture The Right Worshipful the Mayor suspended the meeting in order that 
technical issues with the livestream were addressed (6.11 pm). 
 
Alderman S Martin entered the meeting at 6.13 pm 
 
Resumption of Meeting 
 
The meeting resumed at 6.15 pm.   
  
1. Business of The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
 

1.1 Mayor’s Engagements 
  
The Council noted a number of engagements attended by The Right Worshipful 
the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, and the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny 
Palmer, since the last meeting of Council.   
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor made particular reference to the following visits 
and events which he said had all spread some Christmas cheer: 
 
a) annual visits to the care homes during the month which he said had been very 

different this year.  Due to the pandemic he had not been able to go inside but 
rather had spoken to staff outside and had been able to talk to some 
residents through the window.   The Right Worshipful the Mayor paid tribute to 
the work of the care home staff and welcomed the fact that a number of care 
homes had remained Covid free for some time.  

b) the performances by The Broads who had also travelled to a number of select 
care homes to sing Christmas songs.  The residents had enjoyed these 
performances with some getting up to dance. 
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1.1 Mayor’s Engagements (Cont’d) 
 

c)   Virtual visits to primary schools the previous day and that morning where The 
Right Worshipful the Mayor said he had the opportunity to meet and chat with 
pupils from primary one.  Santa had also logged onto the Zoom call. 

 
 

2. Apologies 
 

It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of 
Alderman A G Ewart MBE.  It was noted that Councillor McLernon would be 
joining the meeting via Zoom later in the meeting. 
 
 

3. Declarations of Interest 
 

The following Members declared an interest in item 12.1 Notice of Motion on the 
subject of a ‘thank you’ payment to health and social care workers and care 
home workers  
 
- Councillor G McCleave in view of his employment by the Belfast Health and 

Social Care Trust 
- Councillor A Gowan in view of his wife being a nurse, 
- Councillor A McIntyre in view of his wife being employed as a doctor in 

Craigavon Area Hospital 
- Councillor U Mackin in view of a family member employed by the Belfast 

Health and Social Care Trust 
- Councillor T Mitchell in view of his wife being a nurse 
- Alderman S Martin in view of his employment and also his wife’s employment 

by the South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust 
- Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, in view of her membership of the 

South Eastern Local Commissioning Group (HSCB) 
- Councillor D J Craig in view of his wife being employed by the Ambulance 

Service 
- Councillor A Swan in view of his membership of the South Eastern Local 

Commissioning Group (HSCB) and his wife being a nurse. 
 
Councillor S Eastwood joined the meeting at 6.24 pm. 
 
 

4. Council Minutes 
 

It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Alderman M Henderson and 
agreed that the minutes of the meeting of Council held on 24 November, 2020 be 
confirmed and signed subject to: 
 
a) the attendance list being updated to include Councillor H Legge’s name, and 

 
b) two other Members’ attendance being clarified as to whether they were in 

attendance in the Chamber or remotely via Zoom. 
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5. Matters Arising 
 

Council Meeting – 24 November, 2020 
 

Item 5.1 Page 698  Adoption of Minutes of Special Council Meeting on 19 
October 2020 (Ref: McKinstry Road Derriaghy Road Junction) 
 
Councillor D J Craig reported that there had been indications on social media that 
the Minister for Infrastructure was to spend in the region of £160,000 on the 
McKinstry Road/Derriaghy Road junction.  Councillor Craig stated that he had 
welcomed this news at the outset but that he had since learned that the Minister 
had in fact approved a drawing of a re-design of this junction at a cost of 
£160,000 to the taxpayer and that the Minister was planning to spend in the 
region of £1.8m on realigning this junction when all that had been requested 
initially was a filter light. Councillor Craig expressed concern in relation to this 
expenditure and also the fact that the Minister had approved such a design but 
had not put any capital aside in the Department’s budget to do any work at this 
junction.   
 
Councillor Craig also raised the issue of the new McDonald’s fast food restaurant 
down from the McKinstry Road/Derriaghy Road junction and the Department 
having had to introduce emergency legislation to bring in the 30 mph speed limit.  
Councillor Craig stated that it was alarming that the Department had stopped the 
30 mph speed limit just short of this extremely dangerous junction where there 
had been several fatal accidents in recent years. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by Councillor J McCarthy and 
agreed that the Council writes to the Minister for Infrastructure requesting that 
this 30 mph speed limit be extended beyond the McKinstry Road/Derriaghy Road 
junction which would help road safety at this particularly dangerous junction. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, Councillors J McCarthy 
and Councillor A Swan spoke in support of Councillor D J Craig’s proposal. 
 
Councillor S Carson having also echoed the sentiments of the previous speakers  
raised the issue of Members having received email correspondence on  
28 November 2020 from DfI Roads advising of the Department’s intention to 
change the above-mentioned speed limit due to the opening of the McDonalds 
fast food restaurant on 28 October 2020.  Councillor Carson was concerned that 
in the space of less than one month DfI Roads had managed to escalate this 
matter but that when presented with road safety requests by the Council - DfI 
respond with an indication that due to budgetary constraints such matters could 
not be progressed. 
 
It was agreed on a proposal by The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N 
Trimble, that a communications team be set up to include the Lisburn North 
Councillors and DfI Roads Officials which could prove useful for both parties 
going forward. 
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Item 5.1 Page 698  Adoption of Minutes of Special Council Meeting on 19 
October 2020 (Ref: McKinstry Road Derriaghy Road Junction) (Cont’d) 
 
Comments were also noted by Councillor G McCleave in relation to work that had 
been going on in relation to the McKinstry Road/Derriaghy Road junction with 
local MLA’s. 
 
 

6. Deputations  
 
 There were no deputations to be received at the meeting. 
 
 
7. Business Required by Statute 
 

(i) Signing of Legal Documents 
 
It was agreed on a proposal by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer and 
seconded by Councillor John Palmer that the following legal documents be 
signed at the meeting: 

 

  Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and Perfect Circle JV Limited of Halford 
House, Charles Street, Leicester, LE1 1HA – Contract for Lough Moss – 
Integrated Consultant Team (ICT) services for the design of 3G pitch, overflow 
car park and associated facilities. 

 

    Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and Bryson Recycling of Rivers Edge,  
 13-15 Ravenhill Road, Belfast, BT6 8DN – Contract for the provision of a  
 kerbside sort service for the collection and recycling of dry recyclables and food   
 waste from households within the Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council area. 

 

   Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council and Fibrus Networks (FFNI) Limited of 
Block A, Boucher Business Studios, 9 Glenmachan Place, Belfast, BT12 6QH – 
Contract relating to Gigabit Capable Connectivity Services. 

 
 
8. Adoption of Minutes of Committees 

 
Leisure and Community Development Committee    1 December 2020 
Proposed by Alderman M Henderson 
     Seconded by Councillor D Honeyford 
 
Other Matters Arising 
 
Christmas with the Broads  
 
The Chairman of the Leisure and Community Development Committee, 
Alderman M Henderson, wished to thank the Officers in the Marketing Unit for 
their efforts with the ‘Christmas with the Broads’ initiative which had included a  
performances at 16 care homes across the Council area and which had been 
very much enjoyed by residents and staff.  Alderman Henderson also put on 
record his congratulations to the actors who had received an award this week for  
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Other Matters Arising (Cont’d) 
 
Christmas with the Broads (Cont’d) 
 
their work and at his request, The Right Worshipful the Mayor, agreed to send a 
letter of congratulations to all at The Broads. 
 
Tree Planting at Lough Moss 
 
Alderman M Henderson reported that on the tree planning scheme that had 
commenced on Saturday, 13 December 2020 at Lough Moss.  Alderman 
Henderson advised that despite it being a very cold morning a number of 
Members had been in attendance as well as one of our former councillors and 
their son who had taken part in the tree planting.  Alderman Henderson advised 
that this event had been well attended and extended thanks to the Head of Parks 
& Amenities and his team for their efforts. 
 
Page 71  Item 4.9 
Funding to Address Local Hardship Issues 
 
Alderman J Tinsley referred to the update provided by the Acting Director of 
Leisure & Community Wellbeing at the meeting of the Committee on 1 December 
and enquired if funding had been rolled out yet as there had been an indication at 
the Committee meeting that funding would be progressed prior to Christmas to 
support those in hardship over Christmas and during the winter months.  
Alderman Tinsley also reminded the Council that delegated authority had been 
granted to the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Leisure & Community 
Development Committee to progress this matter. 
 
The Acting Director advised that this matter has been addressed through the 
Food Bank and Resurgam and that funding would be with these groups in the 
next day or two.  
 
Environmental Services Committee                2 December 2020 
Proposed by Councillor N Anderson 
     Seconded by Alderman J Baird 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Page 723  Item 7.1 
Off-Street Car Parking Update (Free Car Parking for NHS Staff) 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, provided background in relation to 
the Minister’s announcement regarding hospital based NHS staff parking and to 
subsequent emails that had been sent to Councillors, MLAs, the MP in relation to 
Lisburn Health Centre staff parking at Laganbank car park.  The Deputy Mayor 
also reminded Members that the Council at its meeting in November 2020 had 
granted delegated authority to the Environmental Services Committee to 
progress this matter, however due to a number of outstanding issues Officers 
had been unable to bring forward a report on this matter to the Council meeting 
that evening.  The Deputy Mayor advised that she had conversations on the 
financial implications of this matter with the Director of Environmental Services  
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Matters Arising (Cont’d) 
 
Page 723  Item 7.1 
Off-Street Car Parking Update (Free Car Parking for NHS Staff) (Cont’d) 
 
and the Chairman, Councillor N Anderson. The issues of equality screening and 
due diligence had also been discussed.   
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, proposed that the Council consider 
this matter that evening with a view to approving this matter in principle provided 
that all due diligence had been met; and to give the Chief Executive, Directors 
and the Chairman, Councillor N Anderson, through the emergency powers (under 
the Covid-19 pandemic) approval to sign off on this initiative and to not further 
delay its progress.   
 
In response the Chief Executive stated that in terms of proceeding without the 
necessary due diligence would be deviating from the Council’s policy position.  
The report had not come to CMT as there had been issues that required 
clarification.  The Chief Executive also advised that the calculations in relation to 
the cost of this initiative required to be revisited and that he was aware that one 
local MLA had been speaking to the Minister in regard to other areas of financial 
support and that he would wish to exhaust all these areas first.  Furthermore he 
had concerns regarding the emergency powers which gave delegated authority 
to Chairmen and Vice Chairmen for Covid related matters only and for this 
reason he stated that this matter would be more appropriate to be progressed by 
the Environmental Services Committee. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, reminded Members that 
the Council had granted delegated authority previously to the Environmental 
Services Committee to consider this matter and that the delegated authority still 
stands. 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, stated that she was particularly 
frustrated as the matter of free car parking for NHS staff was time bound.  The 
Deputy Mayor requested that this matter be progressed as quickly as possible in 
order that the Council could be seen to be doing something positive for the health 
service.  The Right Worshipful the Mayor pointed out that the next meeting of the 
Environmental Services Committee would take place in about three weeks’ time 
and appreciated the need to get this initiative progressed sooner rather than 
later. 
 
Alderman J Tinsley indicated that he agreed with The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
that delegated authority still stands in respect of this matter but for the purposes 
of clarity he indicated he was still content for the already agreed delegated 
authority to carry over to the next Environmental Services Committee meeting. 
 
Alderman A Grehan concurred with the comments of the previous speakers in 
regard to the need to resolve this matter as quickly as possible. 
 
 
 
 



  MM  15.12.2020 

783 

 

Matters Arising (Cont’d) 
 
Page 723  Item 7.1 
Off-Street Car Parking Update (Free Car Parking for NHS Staff) (Cont’d) 
 
The Chairman of the Environmental Services Committee welcomed the 
discussion on this matter and stated that it was important that this report comes 
forward in January for consideration and a decision thereon. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor reiterated that the proposal by the Deputy 
Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, was that the Council approves in principle the 
granting of free car parking to Lisburn Health Centre staff subject to the 
necessary due diligence and that this matter be progressed either through 
delegated authority or the Environmental Services Committee as soon as is 
practicable.  There being a broad consensus by Members present in regard to 
the Deputy Mayor’s proposal in relation to car parking, the proposal, as outlined, 
was agreed in principle. 
 
Other Matter Arising 
 
Residual Waste Treatment Project Letter of Endorsement 
 
In response to a question from Alderman M Henderson, the Director of 
Environmental Services confirmed that the above-mentioned letter to the Minister 
had been drafted and that as agreed a status report on this matter would be 
brought before the Environmental Services Committee in January 2021. 
 
Development Committee                                                         2 December 2020 
Proposed by Alderman W J Dillon 
     Seconded by Councillor U Mackin 
 
Adopted subject to item 4.2 Belfast-Dublin Eastern Economic Corridor – Member 
Nominations being referred back to the Committee for further consideration, at 
the request of the Chairman, Alderman W J Dillon. 
 
Capital Development Committee                                          8 December 2020 
Proposed by Councillor S Hughes 
  Seconded by Councillor A Gowan 
 
Councillor R McLernon joined the meeting at 6.53 pm. 
 
Matters Arising 
 
Page 760  Item 3.3 
Minimum Revenue Position – Estimates 2021/2022 
 
Alderman W J Dillon requested that his dissent to the Committee’s decision in 
relation to the above item of business be recorded. 
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Page 759  Item 3.2 
Capital Programme Update and Financial Position 
 
Councillor S Skillen referred to her question regarding the Ice Bowl 
Redevelopment project that she had raised at the meeting of the Capital Projects 
Committee but which had not been answered on the evening as the Officer 
concerned was not on the zoom call and asked if she could be provided with an 
update that evening.   In response the Director of Service Transformation advised 
that an update report on the Ice Bowl Redevelopment project was being 
prepared for the January meeting of the Committee which would deal with 
Councillor Skillen’s questions and which would provide a more comprehensive 
update. 
 
Corporate Services Committee               9 December 2020 
Proposed by Alderman S P Porter 
     Seconded by Alderman S Martin 
 
Governance and Audit Committee            10 December 2020 
Proposed by Councillor G McCleave 
      Seconded by Councillor J Laverty 
 
Planning Committee                 2 November 2020 
 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 2 November, 2020 had been 
circulated for noting only as these minutes had been agreed at the subsequent 
meeting of the Planning Committee on 7 December, 2020.  It was proposed by 
Alderman O Gawith, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley and agreed that their 
contents be noted. 
 
Other Matter 
 
Date of January Meeting of the Planning Committee 
 
The Chairman of the Planning Committee, Alderman O Gawith, advised 
Members that the January meeting of the Planning Committee had been 
rescheduled from Monday 4 January 2021 to Monday 11 January 2021. 

 
9. Report from Chief Executive 

 
There were no reports for consideration at the meeting. 
 
 

10. Reports from Members on Boards 
 

There were no reports from Members on Boards. 
 
 
11. Reports on Decisions Subject to the Reconsideration Procedure 
 
 There were no reports on decisions subject to the reconsideration procedure. 
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12. Notice of Motion 
 

 12.1 Thank You Payment to Health and Social Care Workers 
  Alderman S P Porter 
 

A copy of the following Notice of Motion in the name of Alderman S P Porter had 
been circulated to Members with the notice convening the meeting: 

   
  “Having two hospitals and many health care workers who live and work  
  in our council area, this Council recognises the heroic contributions of  
  our health and social care workers and care home workers throughout  
  the pandemic; expresses our thanks for their commitment to and care for 
  our community and calls on the Health Minister Robin Swann MLA to 
  administer a “thank you” payment.  We also call on the Finance Minister 
  Conor Murphy MLA to work with the Treasury to make this payment tax 
  free.” 

   
The Notice of Motion was proposed by Alderman S P Porter and seconded by 
Councillor S Skillen. 
 
Alderman S Martin having declared an interest in this item of business left the 
meeting. 
 
A number of other Members who had declared an interest in this item of business 
remained at the meeting but took no part in the discussion thereon. 
  
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, advised that, in 
accordance with Standing Order 16.1 (6), the above Notice of Motion fell within 
the remit of the Corporate Services Committee and would be referred to the next 
meeting of that Committee for consideration. 
 
Alderman S P Porter raised a point of order asking the Mayor to reconsider his 
decision on this occasion. 
  
In response The Right Worshipful the Mayor advised that the decision was in 
accordance with Standing Orders and furthermore that there was a convention 
that the Council did not normally accept Notices of Motion at December meetings 
of Council.  He also referred to the number of Members who had declared an 
interest in the Notice of Motion and accordingly his ruling was that the Motion be 
referred to the next meeting of the Corporate Services Committee. 
  
Alderman J Tinsley raised a point of order stating that some Members had made 
preparations in respect of Alderman S P Porter’s Notice of Motion and requested 
that where possible advance notice be given to Members if the Mayor was 
minded to refer a Notice of Motion to the relevant Committee. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor stated that referring a Motion to the relevant 
committee did not mean the motion would not be debated, but rather it would be 
formally tabled for full discussion at the next meeting of the relevant Committee, 
and that the conditions for referring a Motion in this regard is set in Standing 
Orders. He also stated that he had practised a significant degree of flexibility to 
date in allowing many Motions to be heard, despite not strictly adhering to  
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12.1 Thank You Payment to Health and Social Care Workers (Cont’d) 
 Alderman S P Porter 
 
Standing Order 16 (1) which states that a Motion must be relevant to a matter for 
which the Council has powers or duties and for which the Council is legally 
competent. 
 
Alderman S P Porter and Councillor R T Beckett requested that their dissent to 
the decision to refer this Notice of Motion to the Corporate Services Committee 
be recorded. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor reiterated that he would not deviate from 
Standing Orders on this occasion and that the Notice of Motion stood referred to 
the Corporate Services Committee. 
 
 

13. Confidential Business 
 
The item contained in the confidential report was required to be considered in 
Committee due to containing information in relation to the financial or business 
affairs of the organisation concerned (including the Council holding that 
information). 
 
 “In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Councillor D J Craig, and 
agreed that the following item be considered “in committee”, in the absence of 
members of the press and public being present.  The live stream of the meeting 
was paused at this stage. 
 
13.1 Decision Register 
 
The Council had been circulated with the list of decisions taken under delegated 
authority in respect of the emergency governance arrangements due to the 
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic which had been in place since 12 March 2020 to 
date.  Links had been provided on Decision Time to the two most recent Decision 
Register reports. 
 
It was agreed that the content of the Decision Register be noted. 
 
Other Confidential Business 
 
13.2  Judicial Reviews on Planning Committee Decisions 
 
Councillor D J Craig referred to the item contained in the afore-mentioned 
Decision Register in connection with judicial reviews on Planning Committee 
decisions and wished to put on record his thanks and appreciation to the Director 
of Service Transformation and Officers concerned for their hard work in 
defending the Planning Committee’s decisions and ensuring this successful 
outcome.  Councillor Craig asked that the Chief Executive pass on the 
Committee’s thanks to the Officers concerned. 
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13.3   Lisburn Light Display 
 
Comments were noted from Councillor J Gallen in regard to the Special Meeting of 
the Development Committee held on 21 October 2020 when the Lisburn Light 
display had been considered.  Councillor Gallen made a number of comments on 
this matter including the need for a further discussion and review of process of the 
Light display going forward.    
  
In response The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble thanked 
Councillor Gallen for his comments and advised that he was keen that all 
members have the opportunity to discuss and voice their opinion on the matter 
and that the comments made by Councillor Gallen would be noted. 
 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by Alderman S Martin and 
agreed to come out of Committee and normal business was resumed.  The 
livestream was re-activated. 
 
 

14. Any Other Business 
 
14.1 Sentiments of the Season 
           Alderman M Henderson 
 
Alderman M Henderson, on behalf of the UUP, wished the Chief Executive, 
Directors and staff a very merry Christmas and prosperous New Year. 
 
14.2 Notice of Motion on a “Thank You” Payment to Health and Social Care 
  Workers - Delegated Authority to the Corporate Services Committee  
  Alderman S P Porter 
 
It was agreed on a proposal by the Chairman of the Corporate Services 
Committee, Alderman S P Porter, and seconded by Alderman J Tinsley, that the 
Council grants delegated authority to the meeting of the Corporate Services 
Committee on 13 January 2021 in regard to its consideration of the above-
mentioned Notice of Motion. 
 
14.3 Committee Minutes 
  Alderman O Gawith 
 
Comments were noted from Alderman O Gawith in regard to the lateness of 
several draft Committee minutes being published on SharePoint for Members’ 
consideration.  Alderman Gawith pointed out that Standing Order 21.3 states that 
draft Committee minutes are to be published within two working days of the 
conclusion of the meeting.  Alderman Gawith also stated that this matter was 
particularly important for those Members who are not on the Committee in 
question and asked that all draft Committee minutes are published within the 
specified time in future. 
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14.3 Committee Minutes (Cont’d) 
 Alderman O Gawith 
 
In response The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, referred to the 
five day window that was required for a draft Committee minute to be published 
prior to ratification at the Council meeting.  He also acknowledged that this 
timeframe may not allow sufficient time for Members’ to scrutinise minutes.  The 
Right Worshipful the Mayor stated that Alderman Gawith’s point had been well 
made and that Officers would take his comments on board. 
 
14.4 Sentiments of the Season 
  Alderman A Grehan and Councillor J McCarthy 
 

 Alderman A Grehan, on behalf of the Alliance Party, wished Members and staff a 
 merry Christmas and hoped that everyone stays safe and well at this time. 

 
Councillor J McCarthy, on behalf of the SDLP, also wished everyone a very 
merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 
 
14.5 Dundonald International Ice Bowl Project 
  Councillor S Skillen 

 
 Councillor S Skillen having raised this issue earlier in the meeting during matters 
 arising from the Capital Projects Committee minutes of 8 December 2020 
 enquired if it would be possible to have an update on the Ice Bowl project at this 
 stage in the meeting. 
 
 The Director of Service Transformation provided Councillor Skillen with an 
 update thereon, the salient points included: 
 

- several meetings had taken place with himself and his team and the design 
team  

- The economic appraisal was progressing and close to being completed. This 
would be presented to Members in due course 

- options were being considered should there be no third party funding and the 
budget for this project reverting to £36.2m  

- the Planning application continued to proceed within the agreed time frame  
- the Head of Sports Services had had further discussion with DfC in relation to 

funding and an update in this regard would be provided to the Board meeting 
next week  

- a briefing had been arranged with the Acting Director of Leisure & Community 
Wellbeing to bring her up to date on this project 

 
The Director undertook to commit his verbal update into the report that was being 
prepared by the Capital Projects Manager and his team. 

 
14.6   Sentiments of the Season 
         Alderman J Tinsley 
 
Alderman J Tinsley, having welcomed the address by the chaplain earlier in the 
meeting which reminded everyone of the real reason for Christmas, on behalf of 
the DUP wished everyone a very happy Christmas.  Alderman Tinsley paid tribute  
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14.6   Sentiments of the Season (Cont’d) 
 Alderman J Tinsley 

 
to the efforts and commitments of the senior officers on the Council during the past 
year and hoped that they would have a well-deserved break with their families 
over the holiday period. 
 
14.7   Sentiments of the Season 
         Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, wished to echo the sentiments 
expressed by Alderman J Tinsley, above, and wished Members and staff a happy 
Christmas and New Year and hoped that everyone would stay safe over the 
holiday period. 
 
14.8   Telephony Service Issues 
         Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Comments were noted from the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, in 
relation to the difficulties she had experienced recently in phoning Lagan Valley 
Island when the call had failed on a number of attempts.  The Deputy Mayor 
requested that the Director return her call the following morning.  
 
14.9    Thanks and Appreciation to Local Groups  
          Councillor John Palmer 
 
Councillor John Palmer expressed thanks and appreciation to the local groups in 
the area for their efforts in delivering items to children in recent days.  Councillor 
Palmer stated that the local groups in Hillsborough had done a tremendous job on  
Saturday evening in bringing Christmas cheer to the children and their families and 
wished to put on record the Council’s gratification for their efforts. 
 
14.10   Thanks and Appreciation to Members and Staff 
           The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, also wished to add his 
thanks and appreciation to Members and staff for their efforts and commitment 
since March past and put on record that, in his opinion, the Council had done a 
tremendous job in maintaining services and also maintaining a proper Council 
presence during the pandemic.  He stated that Christmas had been no exception 
with the various community ‘switch-ons,’ the Council’s own virtual ‘switch-on’ and 
the virtual Christmas programme in general.   
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor expressed thanks and appreciation to the Officers 
for the huge amount of work that they had undertaken during this tremendously 
difficult year. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor also extended thanks to everyone who had 
assisted with the annual Christmas collection in Bow Street on Saturday for his  
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Mayoral charities, Lisburn and Dundonald Food Banks.  The Mayor expressed 
sincere thanks and appreciation to the people in Lisburn on Saturday who had 
given very generously to these worthwhile causes.  To date £800 (in notes) had 
been counted with the loose change still to be counted.  At this point the Members 
in the Council Chamber and on Zoom gave a round of applause in recognition of 
the generosity of the general public. 
 
 

Conclusion of the Meeting 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor concluded by wishing Members and staff a very happy 
Christmas and hoped that everyone would stay safe over the holiday period.  He also 
Invited those present in the Council Chamber to remain in their seats and enjoy some 
Christmas refreshments that had been provided. 

 
There being no further business for consideration, the meeting was terminated at  
7.27 pm. 
 
 
 
 
               
                    Mayor 


