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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the proceedings of the Leisure and Community Development 

Committee Meeting of Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council, held in the Island 

Civic Centre, Lisburn, BT27 4RL, on Tuesday, 7 June 2016, at 5.30 pm 

 

PRESENT Alderman S P Porter (Chairman) 

  

 The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett 

  

 Aldermen: W A Leathem J Tinsley 

  

 Councillors: N Anderson, B Bloomfield MBE, J Gallen, A 

Givan, J Gray MBE, H Legge, T Morrow, R Walker 

  

OTHER MEMBERS Aldermen: T Jeffers 

Councillors: A Grehan 

  

IN ATTENDANCE Director of Leisure & Community Services 

Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) 

Head of Service (Sports Services) 

Peace IV Manager 

Curator of Lisburn Museum 

Committee Secretary 

 

Commencement of Meeting 

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting of the Leisure and 

Community Development Committee. He referred to the tragic accident earlier 

that day, when a local man and his two children had been struck by lightning. 

He extended Members’ wishes for a good recovery and stated that they were 

included in prayers. 

 

1. Apologies 

 

It was agreed to accept apologies from Councillors V Kamble, A McIntyre, 

S Scott and the Head of Service (Cultural & Community Services). 

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

 

The Chairman invited Members to declare any conflicts of interest they 

might have in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them 

of the requirement to complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, 

which had been provided at the meeting. The following declarations were 

made: 
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 Councillor N Anderson – Item 4.5.7 – on the basis that his sister is an 

employee of Dream Scheme and he is a volunteer for BCM 

 Councillor T Morrow – Item 4.6.3 – on the basis that the land for the 

proposed development is leased by him from the Council 

 

3. Minutes of the Leisure and Community Development Committee Meeting 

held on 11 May 2016 

 

It was agreed that the minutes of the Leisure and Community 

Development Committee meeting held on 11 May 2016, as adopted at the 

meeting of Council held on 31 May 2016, be confirmed and signed. 

 

4       Report from the Director of Leisure & Community Services 

 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations from the Director of 

Leisure & Community Services be adopted, subject to any decisions 

recorded below. 

 

Items for Decision 

 

4.1 Dungoyne Playing Fields, Ballybeen – Development Scheme 

Proposals 

 

Members were reminded of the previous presentation received from 

representatives of Ballybeen Improvement Group (BIG) regarding 

proposals to develop 3G pitch provision at Dungoyne Playing Fields.  

 

Following extensive discussions with BIG representatives, Elected 

Members for the area and Council officers, including visits to Council 

facilities at Maghaberry and Hillsborough, the scheme as outlined in the 

Director’s report had been agreed. 

 

Members thanked officers for their work with the group in producing an 

excellent scheme, and the Chairman thanked Councillor S Scott in 

particular for her contribution, and it was agreed to recommend that the 

Council grant approval, in principle, for the pitch development proposal at 

Dungoyne Playing Fields, the development of an associated business 

case, along with a sports development plan, and for initial discussions to 

be progressed with Planning. 

 

4.2 Housing Liaison Group – Revised Terms of Reference 

 

As agreed at the May meeting of the Committee, Members were provided 
with the revised Terms of Reference, incorporating Members’ suggested 
amendments. 
 

Following discussion, it was agreed to recommend that the Council 
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approve the revised Terms of Reference for the Housing Liaison Group as 
outlined in the report from the Director of Leisure & Community Services. 

 

Items for Noting 
 
4.3   Culture Identity Grants 2015 
 
Members noted that six applications, as set out in the Table circulated at 
the meeting, had been received by the closing date of 26 May 2016 and 
had been assessed for recommendation to the Committee. The Museum 
Curator confirmed he would now work with the groups to finalise the 
projects proposed. 
 
4.4   Departmental Budget Report 
 
Members noted the summary budget report for the year to 31 March 2017 
as at 30 April 2016. 
 
4.5   Report from Head of Service (Cultural & Community Services) 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Gallen, seconded by Councillor T Morrow 
and agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Service 
(Cultural & Community Services) be adopted, subject to any decisions 
recorded below. 
 
In the absence of the Head of Service (Cultural & Community Services), 
the Director of Leisure & Community Services presented the report. 
 
Items for Decision 
 

4.5.1   Community Development Strategy 2016-2018 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, left the meeting at 
5.53 pm. 
 
Following a presentation from the Council’s consultant regarding the draft 
Community Development Strategy 2016-2018, no comments had been 
received and the draft strategy was tabled for Members’ further 
consideration. 
 
Following discussion, it was agreed to recommend that the Council 
approve the draft Community Development Strategy 2016-2018 as 
previously circulated, subject to it being amended to reflect the new 
Programme for Government and the Director reviewing, in conjunction 
with the Head of Service, the key performance indicators set out within it. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor R T Beckett, returned to the 
meeting at 5.55 pm. 
 

4.5.2   District Council Good Relations Programme 2016-2017 – 
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Letter of Offer 
 
Members were advised that, to date, a Letter of Offer relating to the 
District Council Good Relations Programme 2016-2017 had not been 
received. 
 
It was agreed to await receipt of the Letter of Offer from the Office of The 
Executive in respect of the District Council Good Relations Programme 
2016-2017. 
 

4.5.3   Peace IV – Stage 1 Application 
 

Members were provided with a draft copy of the Council’s Peace IV 

Summary Plan 2014-2020 for submission at Stage 1 of the application 

process to the Special European Union Programmes Body. 

 

It was noted that the suggested membership of the Peace IV Partnership 

was 22 members: 

 

 Ten Elected Members 

 Four Statutory Agency representatives 

 Eight Social / Community / Private Partners 

 

It was agreed to recommend that the Council approve submission of the 

draft Peace IV Summary Plan 2014-2020 at Stage 1 to the Special 

European Union Programmes Body. 

 

4.5.4   Lisburn Citizens’ Advice Bureau (CAB) – Consideration of 

Nominations 

 

Following completion of the tender competition for provision of advice 

services, Members were asked to make two nominations to act as 

observers on the Board of Lisburn CAB on behalf of the Council for the 

duration of the organisation’s contract. 

 

Following discussion, it was agreed to recommend that the Council 

approve the nomination of Councillor J Craig and Councillor A Grehan to 

the Board of Lisburn CAB to act as observers on behalf of the Council, 

and that the appointments be reviewed on  an annual basis. 

 

Items for Noting 

 

4.5.5   Arts Grants 

 

Following closure of the first round of the Council’s Arts Grant Scheme for 

2016/2017, Members noted details of ten applications received by the 

closing date. The Director advised Members that one application had been 
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omitted in error from the circulated Table. As a result, and following 

assessment, nine applications had been successful and award letters had 

been issued accordingly. 

 

4.5.6   Department for Communities – Correspondence Regarding 

Welfare Reform 

 

Members noted correspondence from the Department for Communities in 

respect of independent advice funding, advising that additional funding 

had become available, but clarifying that local authorities would not be 

involved in the distribution. The Director advised that an invitation had 

recently been received to a briefing in respect of distribution of the 

funding. 

 

Councillor A Grehan referred to an earlier letter to the Council, referred to 

in the response from the Department for Communities, and requested she 

be provided with a copy. 

 

4.5.7   Council Good Relations Grant Scheme 2016-2017 

 

Members noted that 21 applications to the Good Relations Grant Fund 

had been received between 14 April and 6 May 2016. Members were also 

provided with details of scoring of applications, eligibility status and 

amounts awarded. 

 

4.5.8   Community Support Grant Scheme 2016 

 

Members noted a report outlining details of awards made under the 

Council’s Community Support Grant Scheme 2016. 

 

4.6   Report from Head of Service (Parks and Amenities) 

 

It was proposed by Councillor B Bloomfield, seconded by Alderman J 

Tinsley and agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of 

Service (Parks and Amenities) be adopted, subject to any decisions 

recorded below. 

 

Items for Decision 

 

4.6.1   Request to Lease Moat Park Pavilion 

 

Members were advised of a request to consider leasing the Moat Park 

Pavilion to a newly formed Orange Lodge, including the use of the bowling 

green by local Lodges. 

 

It was agreed to recommend that the Council decline the request for 

exclusive use of the Moat Park Pavilion and that the Pavilion should 
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remain solely rentable on a daily basis and that the bowling green be 

utilised for community events, with a report in respect of use of the 

bowling green being tabled at a future Committee meeting. 

 

4.6.2   Request to Place a War Memorial in Moat Park 

 

Members were advised of a request from the Dundonald Historical & 

Cultural Society to erect a permanent memorial in Moat Park to honour all 

those who served in the Forces in the two world wars and any subsequent 

conflicts. If the request was granted, planning permission would be 

required and a fundraising exercise and grant applications would need to 

be undertaken in order to secure the purchase. 

 

It was agreed to recommend that the Council approve the erection of a 

permanent memorial in Moat Park to all those who served in the Forces in 

the two world wars and any subsequent conflict, subject to a letter of 

support being received from the Royal British Legion. 

 

4.6.3   Billy Neill Master Plan 

 

Councillor T Morrow declared an interest and left the room. 

 

Following Committee approval of the appointment of AECOM to produce a 

master plan for the Billy Neill complex, with a view to opening the facility to 

a number of other users and in preparation to apply for grant funding as 

and when it became available, the Head of Service tabled a copy of the 

plan for Members’ consideration. It was noted that the plan reflected 

recommendations from both the recent Pitches Strategy and Playability 

Audit. 

 

Following discussion, it was agreed to recommend that the Council 

approve the outline master plan for the Billy Neill facility in order to enable 

officers to progress planning applications and a phased delivery as and 

when funding became available. 

 

Councillor T Morrow returned to the meeting. 

 

Items for Noting 

 

4.6.4   Ulster Grand Prix (UGP)- Update 

 

Members noted that UGP had signed a contract with MCE Insurance as 

the headline sponsors for a three-year period, with an option to extend 

further, for the Ulster Grand Prix. The Head of Service stated that MCE 

Insurance also sponsored the British Superbikes, which would boost the 

profile of the UGP. 
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The Council had secured planning permission for signage on the gable 

end of the David Wood House and the Council’s permanent brand and 

association with the event would be in place for the start of the event. 

 

Members also noted that the official launch of the 2016 UGP was due to 

take place at Lagan Valley Island on the morning of 4 July 2016 and that 

invitations to Committee members would be issued shortly. 

 

4.6.5   Public Screening of the Northern Ireland v Germany Football 

Match 

 

Members noted that the public screening of the Northern Ireland v 

Germany football match would take place at Market Square in front of the 

Irish Linen Centre on 21 June 2016 and would commence with a Cool FM 

Roadshow from 3.00 pm until the start of the match at 5.00 pm. The LCCC 

branding would be on display at the museum. 

 

The Head of Service asked Members to note that this event created an 

opportunity for additional trade in the city centre but it was incumbent upon 

the shop owners to promote their offers and facilities at the event. 

 

4.6.6   McIlroy Park Gates 

 

Members noted that a site meeting had taken place to discuss and resolve 

the issue of motorbikes and quads gaining access to McIlroy Park, which 

had been raised by members of the public and the PSNI. Measures 

intended to prevent motorbikes and quads gaining access to McIlroy Park 

included: 

 

 Erection of a vehicle barrier similar to the one adjacent to the car 

parking spaces at Lisburn Distillery Stadium 

 Extension of the hand railings from Ramblers Bridge 

 Relocation of large boulders to block a historic desire line currently 

used by motorbikes. 

 

4.6.7   Economic Development Events 

 

Members noted the following event requests that had been led by the 

Economic Development Department: 

 

 Lisburn and Castlereagh Pipe Band Championships was scheduled 

to take place in Moira Demesne on 6 August 2016. Working in 

partnership with the Royal Scottish Pipe Band Association (NI 

Branch), it was hoped to attract more than 40 pipe bands, 

competing alongside Drum Majors. 

 Moira Speciality Food Fair was scheduled to take place in Moira 

Demesne on 20 August 2016. It was hoped to invite 50 traders 
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showcasing their wares, music, craft beers, children’s 

entertainment among others. The event would also include baking 

demonstrations, cooking demonstrations, chutneys and jams, 

cheeses, speciality meats, vodka, artisan coffee, butter and many 

more. 

 Moira Calling was scheduled to take place in Moira Demesne on 10 

September 2016, providing a quality event to include music, food 

and craft beers. 

 

4.6.8   Capital Project – Play Area Refurbishment 

 

Members noted that, following the completion of the Playability Audit, 

three of the Council’s 47 play areas had been selected for refurbishment 

in the current financial year. Draft designs were being prepared and would 

be made available for comments from local residents at public 

consultation events in each area. The dates for the drop-in consultations 

were: 

 

 Ballyoran Play Area – Tuesday, 14 June 2016, 4.00pm to 8.00pm, 

Ballyoran Community Centre 

 Kilmakee Play Area – Thursday, 16 June 2016, 4.00pm to 8.00pm, 

Kilmakee Activity Centre 

 Hill Street Play Area – Tuesday, 21 June 2016, 4.00pm to 8.00pm, 

Bridge Community Centre 

 

4.7     Report from the Head of Service (Sports Services) 

 

It was proposed by Alderman W Leathem, seconded by Alderman J 

Tinsley and agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of 

Service (Sports Services) be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded 

below. 

 

Items for Consideration 

 

4.7.1   Heads of Agreement Irish Football Association (IFA) 

Grassroots Development Programme 2016/2017 

 

It was agreed to recommend that the Council approve the signing of the 

Heads of Agreement with the IFA in relation to the 2016/2017 Grassroots 

Development Programme. 

 

4.7.2   Giant HEROS 2016 – Formal Request for Ice Time at 

Dundonald International Ice Bowl (DIIB) 

 

It was agreed to recommend that the Council approve the formal request 

from Giant HEROS for ice time at DIIB, from 8.00 am to 9.30 am and 5.15 

pm to 6.45 pm. 
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5       Confidential Report from the Director of Leisure & Community Services 

 

It was agreed that the Confidential Report and recommendations from the 

Director of Leisure & Community Services be adopted subject to any 

decisions recorded below. 

 

The Director advised that the items contained in his Confidential Report 

required to be considered in Committee due to the reasons outlined: 

 

Item 5.1: Confidential for reasons relating to the financial and business 

affairs of the organisation concerned (including the Council holding that 

information) 

Item 5.2: Confidential for reasons relating to the financial and business 

affairs of the organisation concerned (including the Council holding that 

information) 

Item 5.3: Confidential for reasons relating to individuals 

Item 5.4: Confidential for reasons relating to the financial and business 

affairs of the organisation concerned (including the Council holding that 

information) 

Item 5.5: Confidential for reasons of information relating to individuals 

 

It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor B 

Bloomfield and agreed that the items in the Confidential Report be 

considered ‘In Committee’ in the absence of members of the press and 

public. 

 

In Committee 

 

Items for Decision 

 

5.1   X-Force Group Ltd Income Share Agreement – Lough Moss Leisure 

Centre 

 

It was agreed, following a request from the Director, to defer consideration 

of this matter, pending further investigation, consideration and legal 

advice. 

 

5.2   Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council – Vending Operation 

 

Members were advised that the former Castlereagh Borough Council had 

operated its own vending service in all relevant facilities, which included 

the supply, maintenance and stocking of machines. 

 

The former Lisburn City Council had outsourced its vending service in 

relevant facilities through a variety of contracts, many of which were 

nearing the end of the contract period. 
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The Head of Service (Sports Services) tabled options for Members’ 

consideration, with the aim of standardising vending procedures in the 

Council. 

 

It was agreed to recommend that the Council consider expanding the 

current in-house vending operation across the Council and that officers be 

permitted to progress the tender for the provision of soft drinks 

incorporating all facilities, which, taking into account existing contracts, 

might be on a phased basis. 

 

5.3   Career Break Request – Dundonald International Ice Bowl 

 

It was agreed to recommend that the Council approve the request from a 

member of staff at DIIB for a three-year career break, made in line with 

Council Policy in this regard. 

 

5.4   Potential Development Laurelhill Sportszone – Tender for Provision 

of Sports Development Plan 

 

Members were provided with a tender report regarding the award of 

contract for the production of the Sports Development Plan at Laurelhill for 

consideration. 

 

It was agreed to recommend that the Council approve the outcome of the 

tender for the production of the Sports Development Plan at Laurelhill. 

 

Items for Noting 

 

5.5    Essential Capital Works – Extension to Current Fixed-Term 

Contracts to Complete Scheduled Capital Works at Castlereagh Hills 

Golf Course, Dundonald International Ice Bowl and Lough Moss 

 

Members noted a report regarding the efficient delivery of the capital 

programme in 2016/2017 at each of the above facilities, which related to 

works required for health and safety reasons or to protect and develop 

income generation. The report had been considered by the Environmental 

Services Committee at its June meeting. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor A Givan, seconded by Councillor N 

Anderson and agreed to come out of committee and normal business was 

resumed. 

 

Resumption of Normal Business 

 

6      Any Other Business 
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6.1     VSL Services Lisburn Closure 

 

Members were advised that Voluntary Services Lisburn (VSL) had ceased 

operating.  

 

Members expressed their disappointment at the news of the company’s 

closure and it was agreed to write to VSL to thank the organisation for the 

excellent service it had provided to the Council in the past. 

 

6.2     Petition for Autism Services in Lisburn 

 

It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor J Gray 

and agreed that the following item be considered ‘In Committee’ in the 

absence of members of the press and public. 

 

In response to a query from Councillor J Gallen regarding discussion on 

social media arising from consideration of the provision of Council 

services for individuals with autism at the last Monthly Meeting of Council, 

Members asked that the Director of Leisure & Community Services 

discuss this matter with the Chief Executive and obtain some guidance for 

Members. 

 

Councillor Gallen also asked whether the Council had given consideration 

to carrying out a review of the provision of autism services in order to 

ascertain possible improvements in light of the petition.  

 

It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor J 

Gallen and agreed to come out of committee and normal business was 

resumed. 

 

Resumption of Normal Business 

 

6.3     28th Anniversary of Lisburn Fun Run Bombing 

 

Alderman W Leathem reminded Members of the imminent anniversary of 

the deaths of the six young British soldiers who had died as a result of a 

bomb at the conclusion of the above event on 15 June 1988. He added 

that, due to the AGM being held on 14 June, the Mayor’s Office would not 

be able to make these arrangements and he proposed that the Director of 

Leisure & Community Services urgently liaise with his fellow Directors to 

ensure arrangements were put in place for the Council to commemorate 

the tragedy this year and annually thereafter. 

 

The proposal was seconded by Councillor T Morrow and agreed. 

 

6.4     Chairman’s Thanks 
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The Chairman thanked Committee members and officers for their hard 

work and commitment throughout the past year. He wished every success 

to the new Chair during time in Office. 

 

6.5     Half Marathon 

 

The Head of Service (Sports Services) reminded Members that the half 

marathon was taking place on Wednesday, 15 June 2016, starting at 6.30 

pm. He stated that refreshments would be provided and invited Members 

to take part in the enjoyment of one of the biggest events organised by the 

Council. 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting ended at 7.08 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                            __________________ 

                                                                                Mayor / Chairman 

 
 


