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LISBURN  &  CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure and Community Development Committee 
held in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, on Tuesday, 7 March, 2017 at 
5:33 pm 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor T Morrow  (Chairman) 
 
Councillor A Givan  (Vice-Chairman) 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Councillor R B Bloomfield MBE 
 
Deputy Mayor 
Alderman S Martin 
 
Aldermen M Henderson MBE, W A Leathem, S P Porter 
and J Tinsley 
 
Councillors N Anderson, R T Beckett, J Gray MBE,  
V Kamble, H Legge, A McIntyre, S Skillen, N Trimble and  
R Walker 
 

OTHER MEMBERS: Councillors J McCarthy and J Palmer 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Director of Leisure & Community Services 
Head of Service (Cultural & Community Services) 
Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) 
Head of Service (Sports Services) 
Museum Curator 
Member Services Officer 
 
Northern Ireland Forest School Association 
 
Mr Brian Poots 

 
1. Apologies 
 

There were no apologies. 
 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 

The following declarations of interest were expressed at this point in the meeting: 
 

 The Chairman, Councillor T Morrow, expressed a non-pecuniary interest 
in item 5.10.2 ‘Request to Host International Cross Country Event’ in view 
of the fact that he leased land from the Council at the Billy Neill Soccer 
Centre of Excellence; and 
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2. Declarations of Interest  (Contd) 
 

 Councillor A Givan expressed an interest in item 5.10.14 ‘Dundrod & 
District Motor Cycle Club - Letter of Offer’, given that he is the father of the 
former Minister for Communities, Mr P Givan. 

 
During the meeting, the following declaration of interest was expressed; 
 

 Councillor J Palmer expressed an interest in item 5.1 ‘Lough Neagh 
Partnership: Request to Attend as a Delegation to Make a Presentation’,  
in view of his membership of the Board of the Lough Neagh Partnership. 

 
 
3. Minutes 

 
Councillors H Legge and N Trimble arrived to the meeting during consideration of 
this item of business (5.35 pm). 
 
It was proposed by Councillor A McIntyre, seconded by Councillor A Givan and 
agreed that the minutes of the meeting of the Leisure and Community 
Development Committee held on 7 February, 2017, as adopted at the meeting of 
Council held on 28 February, 2017, be confirmed and signed. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor B Bloomfield, referred to item 5.2 in 
the minutes ‘Sir Richard Wallace: Bi-Centenary (1818-2018)’ and stressed the 
importance of the Council, as a major beneficiary of the Wallace Estate, 
progressing plans to mark the bi-centenary.  Councillor Bloomfield stated that 
there were funding streams that could be applied for and proposed that a 
Working Group be formed to progress this.  As well as input from Council, 
Councillor Bloomfield stated that there should be involvement from outside 
bodies and he would be happy to provide a list of people he knew would be 
interested and who would be key players in this occasion. 
 
The Director of Leisure & Community Services advised that a paper in relation to 
the Sir Richard Wallace Bi-Centenary was to be presented to the Committee next 
month and asked that The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor B Bloomfield, 
provide him with the names of interested parties in order that this matter could 
addressed in the paper.  In relation to Elected Member participation in the 
Working Group referred to by the Mayor, it was agreed to recommend that the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Leisure and Community Development 
Committee and the Mayor of the day participate. 
 
 

4. Northern Ireland Forest School Association 
 

Councillors V Kamble and the Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin, arrived to the 
meeting during consideration of this item of business (5.45 pm and 5.47 pm 
respectively). 

 
The Chairman, Councillor T Morrow, welcomed to the meeting, Mr Brian Poots 
from the Northern Ireland Forest School Association (NIFSA).  With the use of 
visual aid equipment, Mr Poots made a presentation in relation to the work of the  
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4. Northern Ireland Forest School Association  (Contd) 
 

NIFSA, a registered charity that had supported over 20,000 children learning 
outside.  The aim of NIFSA was to encourage local school children to regularly 
visit their local council park.  Mr Poots outlined the benefits of participation in the 
Northern Ireland Forest Schools Awards, not only for the children and schools 
involved, but for local councils and communities as well. 
 
Mr Poots advised that a £6,000 contribution from the Council would include 
training and accrediting for three schools or groups, provision of a Forest School 
kit bag for each school, erecting a banner in each winning park and a metal 
plaque for each school. 
 
Mr Poots having answered several queries raised by Members, the Chairman, 
Councillor T Morrow, thanked him for his attendance and he left the meeting 
(5.55 pm). 
 
It was noted that this matter would be further considered at a later point in the 
meeting. 
 

 
5. Report from the Director of Leisure & Community Services 

 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Director of Leisure & 
Community Services be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
Items for Decision 
 
5.1 Lough Neagh Partnership: Request to Attend as a Delegation to Make a 
  Presentation 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a letter dated 1 February, 2017 from the 
Lough Neagh Partnership requesting an opportunity for a delegation to attend a 
future meeting of the Committee to make a presentation on the work carried out 
by the Partnership and programmes currently being undertaken.  
 
Following discussion, during which the need to prioritise deputations was stated, 
given the number of requests received, it was proposed by Alderman S P Porter, 
seconded by Councillor N Anderson and agreed to recommend that a letter be 
sent to the Lough Neagh Partnership suggesting that an invitation be extended to 
all Members of Council to visit its premises and those interested could receive a 
presentation there. 
 
5.2 Northern Ireland Commonwealth Games Council 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a letter dated 21 February, 2017 from the 
Northern Ireland Commonwealth Games Council (NICGC) providing information 
in regard to the cost of participation by the Northern Ireland Team in both the last 
Games in Glasgow and the projected costs for participation in the next Games in 
Australia in 2018.  Members were also provided with details relating to the award 
of the 2021 Youth Commonwealth Games to Northern Ireland.   
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5.2 Northern Ireland Commonwealth Games Council  (Contd) 
 
Representatives from the NICGC had recently met with the Chief Executive and 
Corporate Management Team and, arising from this, it was recommended that  
representatives be invited to attend a joint meeting of the Leisure and Community 
Development Committee and the Development Committee to provide a 
presentation on arrangements for the 2018 Commonwealth Games and the 2021 
Youth Commonwealth Games.  It was proposed by Alderman S P Porter, 
seconded by Councillor A McIntyre and agreed to recommend that the joint 
meeting take place at 5.30 pm on 4 April, 2017, with the start of the scheduled 
monthly meeting of the Leisure and Community Development Committee being 
delayed until 6.00 pm on that date. 
 
5.3 Dundonald Leisure Park: Approval to a Lease: Dunbridge Limited to Blue 
  GJD Restaurants Limited, Unit 2A, East Point Entertainment Village, 
  Dundonald 
 
Members were reminded that the Council, as Head Landlord, was required to 
approve any sub-lease arrangements in relation to East Point Entertainment 
Village within Dundonald Leisure Park.  In line with this, the Director reported 
receipt of a request for Council consent to a lease between the above parties.  
The lease engrossments having been reviewed by the Council’s legal advisors 
and no issues having been raised, it was proposed by Alderman S P Porter, 
seconded by Councillor A McIntyre and agreed to recommend that the Council 
agree to consent to the lease. 
 
 
Items for Noting 
 
5.4 Playful Museums Initiative Update 
 
Members were advised that the Playful Museums Initiative, funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund through the Northern Ireland Museums Council to 
encourage under 5s and their families to visit museums, had commenced for the 
public in February with events culminating in the Flaxie Buds Bonanza Day on 
Saturday, 25 February.  It was noted that over 1,000 people with small children 
had visited on the day – a new audience for the Irish Linen Centre & Lisburn 
Museum. 
 
5.5 Dennis Osborne (1919-2016) Artist: An Appreciation 
 
It was noted that the above exhibition was on display from 1 March to 30 April, 
2017, with 25 artworks lent to accompany the 6 in the Museum’s permanent 
collection.  An illustrated catalogue with a foreword by the Chairman had been 
published and was circulated to those Members present at the meeting.  All 
Committee Members had been invited to attend the exhibition launch in the 
Museum on 9 March, 2017 at 7.30 pm. 
 
5.6 Termination of Long-Term Loan: Henry Munro Creamware Jugs 
 
Members noted the recent return to the current owners of the two creamware 
jugs given by the Lisburn United Irishman, Henry Munro, to a Lisburn Masonic  
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5.6 Termination of Long-Term Loan: Henry Munro Creamware Jugs  (Contd) 
 
Lodge in the 1790s with a transfer printed inscription denoting the gift.    The jugs 
had first been taken on long-term loan in 1984 and, given their important cultural  
heritage significance to Lisburn, this loan had been renewed twice following the 
death of their owner and his wife, both of whom resided in Spain.  These 
artefacts had been displayed regularly in the Museum over the years, most 
notably in the ‘Lisburn 1798’ exhibition at the bicentenary of the ’98 rebellion. 
 
5.7 Evaluation of the Community Support Programme: Correspondence from 
 the Department for Communities 
 
Members were provided with a copy of correspondence dated 17 February, 2017 
from the Department for Communities advising of the Department’s plans to carry 
out a formal evaluation of the Community Support Programme and providing a 
copy of the terms of reference for the evaluation.  It was agreed that the contents 
of the correspondence be noted and that Members await the opportunity to input 
into the evaluation of the Community Support Programme. 
 
5.8 Health and Safety Executive for Northern Ireland: Meeting with Corporate  
 Management Team 
 
The Director advised that the Council’s Corporate Management Team had 
recently met the Chief Executive and senior staff from the Health and Safety 
Executive for Northern Ireland (HSENI) and it was planned that this would be an 
annual meeting between the organisations.  Members were provided with, and 
noted the contents of, a copy of the presentation provided by Council Officers at 
the meeting, which outlined the arrangements and approach that the Council had 
in place to promote and address health and safety matters within the 
organisation. 
 
5.9 Departmental Budget Report 
 
Members noted the contents of a copy of a departmental budget report for the 
period 1 April, 2016 to 31 March, 2017, as at 31 January, 2017. 
 
 
Items for Consideration 
 
5.10 Report from the Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Service 
(Parks & Amenities) be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
Items for Decision 
 
 5.10.1  Harmony Hill Community Group 
 
The Committee was reminded that, at its special meeting held on 5 July, 2016, 
consideration had been given to a request for additional pay facilities in Harmony 
Hill.  Members had been receptive to the idea of additional play facilities within 
the area but were mindful of capital budgets (with no provision having been made  
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 5.10.1  Harmony Hill Community Group  (Contd) 
 
for work at this location) and competing priorities.  The Committee had, however, 
approved that Officers liaise with the Harmony Hill Community Group and the 
primary school in order to assist with the planning application process, 
development of a sports development plan and guidance towards possible grant 
funding sources. 
 
The Head of Service reported that several meetings had been held in the interim.  
The Education Authority had agreed, in principle, to grant the land needed but 
work was required to determine what type of facility there was a greater need for 
– MUGA or perhaps a playground and a smaller synthetic playing surface, which 
may be more useful to the community.  The Harmony Hill Community Group 
considered that the best way forward was to initiate a feasibility study to clarify 
the options and had now approached the Council for assistance with this piece of 
work.  The Head of Service advised that, if the Committee was minded to support 
this request, then as an extension to the Playability Strategy, Officers could 
commission a consultant to explore the options and report back. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman S P Porter, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre and 
agreed to recommend that approval be given to the request from the Harmony 
Hill Community Group for assistance in conducting a survey to ascertain the 
need for a play facility and to determine the most appropriate type of facility, 
which would be located in the Harmony Hill primary school grounds. 
 
 5.10.2  Request to Host International Cross Country Event 
 
Having declared an interest in this matter earlier in the meeting, the Chairman, 
Councillor T Morrow, left the meeting at this point (6.08 pm) and the Vice-
Chairman, Councillor A Givan, took the chair. 
 
Members were provided with a copy of correspondence dated 21 February, 2017 
from Athletics NI in relation to the Council hosting and sponsoring a forthcoming 
International Cross Country event at the Billy Neill Soccer Centre of Excellence 
(SCOE). 
 
This was an event with a permit issued by the International Association of 
Athletics Federations (IAAF).  The Head of Service set out his report, details of 
the event and advised that hosting this at the Billy Neill facility would require 
sponsorship/grant aid in the region of £15,000.  Officers had liaised with 
colleagues in the Economic Development Unit to ascertain if a joint sponsorship 
arrangement could be arrived at to lessen the cost to Leisure & Community 
Services.  An offer of contribution of £1,000 had been made by Economic 
Development for January 2018 but no budgetary provision had been made in the 
Leisure & Community Services financial estimates for 2017/18 to support such 
an event.  Although no specific budget had been identified for the event, the 
Head of Service considered that it would be an excellent opportunity to ‘launch’ 
the Billy Neill SCOE as a venue for outdoor sports other than football. 
 
Members were provided with a copy of an evaluation of the 2017 event which 
highlighted the media coverage and potential economic benefits in terms of 
tourism and bed nights.  It was proposed by Alderman S P Porter, seconded by  
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 5.10.2  Request to Host International Cross Country Event 
 
Councillor A McIntyre and agreed to recommend that an approach be made to 
Athletics NI with a view to hosting the event in January 2019, which would allow 
the Council to make appropriate budgetary provision. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor T Morrow, returned to the meeting at this point 
(6.10 pm). 
 
 5.10.3  George Best Community Cup 
 
Members were advised that the annual George Best Community Cup would be 
held on 22 and 23 June, 2017.  The Irish Football Association (IFA) had hosted 
this competition annually at the Billy Neill SCOE since 2005.  This had proven to 
be very successful, with 63 teams from all over the UK and Ireland having 
competed in 2016, including disability squads linked with Everton, Bradford City, 
Charlton Athletic, etc.  This had involved over 500 people with disabilities and 
many of the visiting teams had stayed at La Mon Hotel, also in the Council area, 
and they had often enjoyed the facilities at Dundonald International Ice Bowl on 
evenings of their stay. 
 
The IFA had been offered free facilities by Belfast City Council to host this annual 
event at Mallusk Playing Fields.  In 2016, the facility costs had been £1,054.64.  
The IFA was loathe to move the competition from Billy Neill SCOE as it was an 
excellent facility for this event and it had grown year on year with great success 
at its current location.  The IFA had consequently enquired if there was a grant it 
could apply for or if the costs could be waived. 
 
The Head of Service pointed out that the George Best Community Cup was the 
biggest football tournament for people with disabilities in the UK and he 
considered that this represented an excellent opportunity for the Council to 
promote disability sport and encourage tourism and secondary expenditure within 
the Council area. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor R T Beckett, seconded by Councillor J Gray and 
agreed to recommend that a grant of £1,100 be awarded to the IFA to cover the 
pitch hire costs for the annual George Best Community Cup event at the Billy 
Neill SCOE. 
 
 5.10.4  Tonagh Potential Play Park – Survey Report 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor B Bloomfield, left the meeting during 
consideration of this item of business (6.16pm). 
 
The Committee was reminded that, at its October meeting, a survey of the 
Tonagh area had been commissioned to ascertain the level of local support.  
This survey had been completed by PlayBoard in December 2016 on behalf of 
the Council.  The Head of Service set out in his report, details of the survey, the 
delivery method of which had been household questionnaire, with a combination 
of face-to-face completion and questionnaire drop (if the resident was absent at 
the time of survey). 
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 5.10.4  Tonagh Potential Play Park – Survey Report  (Contd)s 
 
Members were provided with a copy of the survey report, which indicated a high 
level of support for the development of a fixed play area at ‘The Green’ in 
Tonagh.  There was widespread recognition that the location offered the required 
size to meet the demand for such a development in terms of the number of 
children and young people, both resident and non-resident. 
 
The Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE), who owned the land, had no 
plans for development of The Green.  The Head of Service pointed out that, 
should the Committee be minded to support the establishment of a fixed play 
park in Tonagh, Officers would require to negotiate a lease of the land from NIHE 
and make provision in future capital estimates. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman S P Porter, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre and 
agreed to recommend that Officers (a) consult with the PSNI, the local 
Community Group and Tonagh Primary School regarding the results of the 
survey; and (b) liaise with the NIHE in relation to the Council receiving the land at 
no cost.  Following this, a further report would be brought to a future meeting of 
the Committee. 
 
 5.10.5  Moira Demesne – Closure Times 
 
The Head of Service reported that a growing antisocial element was frequenting 
Moira Demesne in the hours of darkness, particularly at weekends, and this had 
resulted not only in damage to the park facilities, but also the theft of local 
residents’ bins which had subsequently been burnt out in the park.  Each incident 
had been reported to the PSNI at the time, although no-one had been 
apprehended.  The main vehicle gates were locked each evening; however, the 
rear car park and pedestrian accesses remained unlocked, despite signage 
indicating closure at 1700 hours. 
 
In response to antisocial behaviour on site, it was proposed by Alderman  
S P Porter, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre and agreed to recommend that all 
Moira Demesne gates be locked each evening at 2200 hours, unless they were 
required to be kept open for specific events.  A leaflet drop would be carried out 
to local businesses advising of this change in advance of implementation. 
 
 5.10.6  Drumbo Men’s Shed 
 
The Committee was reminded of discussion at its October meeting regarding the 
proposed Men’s Shed at Drumbo playing fields.  The organisation had now 
asked if, as a temporary measure until a structure could be funded and built, a 
shipping container could be placed on the same footprint.  The container, details 
of which were provided in the Head of Service’s report, would give the group a 
quick start to meeting the local demand for a Men’s Shed and provide some 
visible proof of action to the local community.  The container, if approved, would 
be externally painted to blend in with its surroundings. 
 
Several funding opportunities were on the horizon which had been passed to the 
group.  The Head of Service pointed out that both the shipping container and the 
ultimate fixed structure would require planning permission. 
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 5.10.6  Drumbo Men’s Shed    (Contd) 
 
It was proposed by Alderman S P Porter, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre and 
agreed to recommend that approval be given to the installation of a shipping 
container to provide a temporary home to the Drumbo Men’s Shed, ahead of a 
permanent build, both subject to planning permission being received. 
 
 5.10.7  Legals 
 
   (a) Rushmore Avenue, Lisburn 
 
The Head of Service advised that the Council had been attempting to procure 
land adjacent to Rushmore Avenue for some time from the NIHE.  Two 
encroachments had been discovered on the transferring land and highlighted to 
the NIHE, who had agreed to remove these from the land transfer.  Members 
were provided with a copy of a map indicating these more clearly.  Consequently, 
a new Land & Property Services (LPS) valuation had been sought, which 
reduced the land value from £2,650 to £2,000.  It was proposed by Alderman 
S P Porter, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre and agreed to recommend the 
progression of the lease at Rushmore Avenue to acquire land from the NIHE at 
the reduced valuation of £2,000. 
 
   (b) Moira House, Hillsborough Road, Lisburn 
 
The Head of Service advised that Moira House, Hillsborough Road, was 
occupied by HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC).  For health and safety reasons, 
an alternative emergency exit from the facility was required and the Council had 
been approached for permission to construct a path across adjacent Council land 
which lay between the building and the Lagan towpath.  Officers having reviewed 
the site and found no reason to object to the request, it was proposed by 
Alderman S P Porter, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre and agreed to 
recommend that permission be granted for HMRC to construct a path across 
adjacent Council land between Moira House and the Lagan towpath. 
 
 
Items for Noting 
 
 5.10.8  Northern Ireland Forest School Association 
 
Further to the presentation earlier in the meeting in relation to the NIFSA, it was 
proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor J Gray and agreed 
to recommend that a contribution of £6,000 be made to the NIFSA for the training 
and accrediting of three schools in the Council area. 
 
Arising from discussion, it was also suggested that other sources of funding that 
could be considered for this project were (a) the Live Here Love Here Small 
Grant Scheme; and (b) the Lagan Valley Regional Park. 
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 5.10.9  Park User Statistics 
 
Members were provided with, and noted the contents of, a copy of the annual 
statistical information in respect of access to the Council parks.  Data was 
downloaded quarterly and fed into the Council performance manager returns. 
 
 5.10.10 Carryduff Training Facilities – Potential Collaboration Project 
 
The Head of Service reported that the Council had been approached by both 
Carryduff Colts and Carryduff GAA seeking opportunities to develop their training 
and playing facilities as their clubs’ respective memberships continued to 
expand.  Officers had met with both parties, local MLAs and Elected Members in 
an effort to explore potential collaboration between Carryduff Colts and Carryduff 
GAA.  A possible neutral site had been investigated within the Knockbracken 
Healthcare Park; but, unfortunately, the Council had since confirmed that this 
was unavailable and unsuitable for development.  It was noted that Officers 
would continue to engage with both clubs and keep the Committee appraised of 
any progress. 
 
 5.10.11 Alpha Funding Application for Biodiversity Sensory Garden 
   in Moira Demesne 
 
Members were reminded that an application to the Alpha fund had been made for 
the creation of a Biodiversity Sensory Garden in Moira Demesne.  It was noted 
that this application had been successful and work would commence in due 
course. 
 
The Head of Service further advised that a conference entitled “Biodiversity 2020 
and Beyond: Measuring Progress, Overcoming Challenges and Considering Next 
Steps at the National and Local Levels” was taking place in London on 26 April, 
2017 and the Council’s Biodiversity Officer would be attending.  It was proposed 
by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor J Gray and agreed to 
recommend that the Chairman or Vice-Chairman, or their nominee, attend this 
conference. 
 
 5.10.12 Car Parking at Hydebank Playing Fields 
 
The Head of Service reported that there had been a significant increase in the 
number of complaints regarding car parking at Hydebank Playing Fields.  Several 
consecutive weekends had seen the PSNI called out by local residents and a 
number of tickets had been issued, with threats of further patrolling in the coming 
weeks.  This problem was exacerbated by the success of the ‘small side game 
initiative’.  Like many of the facilities, Hydebank had been built many years ago 
with adult players in mind, ie. 2 x 11 man teams per pitch.  The small sided game 
saw numerous teams per pitch, more pitches and, with young players, parents 
and grandparents all in attendance.  On a Saturday morning, the facility could 
have close to 800 people attending and complaints had come from both local 
residents and the parents who could not find parking spaces.  Monday to Friday 
car parking for local businesses had also attracted similar criticism and PSNI 
attention. 
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 5.10.12 Car Parking at Hydebank Playing Fields  (Contd) 
 
It was noted that the Head of Service had instigated the following: 
 
(i) liaison with neighbouring businesses to suggest mutual sharing of car 
 parks, in that the Council would avail of their car parks on Saturday/ 
 Sunday and they would utilise Hydebank car parks Monday to Friday.  A  
 response to this was overdue; 
(ii) a meeting with both the IFA small sided game co-ordinator and the Youth 
 League to ascertain if venues and/or times could be de-conflicted in an 
 effort to reduce attendance; and 
(iii) a request to Estates to expedite the capital plan to create 44 more new 
 spaces, as per the master plan. 
 
Following discussion, it was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by 
Councillor J Gray and agreed to recommend that: 
 
(a) engagement take place with TransportNI in an attempt to address parking 
 difficulties; and 
(b) consultation take place with Translink in relation to the possibility of  
 making arrangements for use of the Cairnshill Park and Ride facility. 
 
 5.10.13 Leisure Capital Development Projects 
 
Members were provided with, and noted the contents of, an update on Leisure & 
Community Development capital projects. 
 
 5.10.14 Dundrod & District Motor Cycle Club – Letter of Offer 
 
Members noted receipt of a letter of offer dated 24 February, 2017 from Sport NI/ 
Department for Communities for a funding package of £254,717.95 for capital 
and safety works at the Dundrod circuit.  This was primarily for expenditure on 
capital works to replace the rider utility and inspection block. 
 
Alderman J Tinsley commended the Head of Service for his involvement in 
securing this funding. 
 
5.11 Report from the Head of Service (Cultural & Community Services) 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Service 
(Cultural & Community Services) be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded 
below. 
 
 
Items for Decision 
 
 5.11.1  Good Relations Action Plan 2017/2018 
 
Councillor S Skillen arrived to the meeting during consideration of this item of 
business (6.38 pm). 
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 5.11.1  Good Relations Action Plan 2017/2018  (Contd) 
 
Members were reminded that the Council’s Good Relations Action Plan was 75% 
funded through the Executive Office District Council Good Relations Programme.  
Annually, the Council was required to submit a detailed action plan to the 
Executive Office, which was informed by community and stakeholder feedback 
contained within the Council’s Good Relations Audit 2015-2018.  Members were 
provided with a copy of the proposed Good Relations Action Plan for 2017/18, 
which had been submitted to the Executive Office, subject to Council approval, 
by the deadline of 28 February, 2017. 
 
The Head of Service drew Members’ attention to the proposal within the Action 
Plan to introduce a new Good Relations Support Officer to assist with the plan 
delivery.  This post had been introduced following ongoing discussions with the 
Executive Office and its criticism that Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council’s Good 
Relations staffing structure was not proportional to the proposed programme.  
The introduction of this post would not incur additional costs to the Council, to 
that already provided for within the 2017/18 estimates, and the post would be 
engaged on a fixed-term basis and kept under review. 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Alderman S Martin, welcomed the inclusion in the action plan 
of a programme of events to highlight Community Relations Week. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor S Skillen and 
agreed to recommend that the 2017/2018 Good Relations Action Plan, 
introduction of a new Good Relations Support Officer post and associated budget 
expenditure for 2017/2018 be approved. 
 
 5.11.2  Presentation Request – Hillsborough Village Centre 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a letter dated 14 February, 2017 from the 
Centre Manager, Hillsborough Village Centre, requesting that representatives be 
received at a future meeting to present ideas and plans for extension and 
development opportunities at the Village Centre.  Representatives had previously 
attended the former Lisburn City Council’s Leisure Services Committee but were 
keen to update the new Council on how they had developed this project. 
 
Further to comments made earlier under item 5.1 regarding the need to prioritise 
deputations, given the number of requests received, it was proposed by 
Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor S Skillen and agreed that, in the first 
instance, a meeting be arranged between the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, the 
Director of Leisure & Community Services, the Head of Service (Cultural & 
Community Services) and the Manager of the Hillsborough Village Centre. 
 
 5.11.3  Arts Grant Schemes 
 
Councillor A McIntyre left, and returned to, the meeting during consideration of 
this item of business (6.40 pm and 6.43 pm respectively). 
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 5.11.3  Arts Grant Schemes  (Contd) 
 
Members were reminded that the above item had been tabled for consideration 
at the February meeting of the Committee, at which time it had been agreed to 
defer any decision until Officers clarified a number of points, which the Head of  
Service listed in his report.  He advised that the documents had been reviews 
and further clarification around the points had been inserted, as follows: 
 
(i) Properly Governed Arts Organisation – A group set up under a 
 constitution, memorandum and articles of association, deed of trust etc, 
 with a primary aim of promoting and developing the arts within or across 
 the Council area, which should be clearly outlined within their governing 
 document; and 
 
(ii) Operational Focus – Individuals who have a service base and operate  
 within the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council area and who promote and  
 develop the arts locally across the Council. 
 
Members were provided with a copy of the updated policies, reflecting the above 
amendments, and the new ‘Making Art with Communities’ scheme.   
 
Councillor N Anderson referred to the policies indicating that the Council could 
not fund projects that were “party political in intention, use or presentation or that 
promoted a particular religion”.  The Director of Leisure & Community Services 
clarified that each project would be assessed against the criteria of the scheme 
and would not necessarily be turned down based on their focus.  Councillor 
Anderson requested that this be explained in greater detail in the grant schemes. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor S Skillen and 
agreed to recommend approval of the policy updates to the Arts Grant Scheme 
(Arts Organisations & Individuals) and the introduction of the new Making Art with 
Communities grant scheme, subject to the above amendment requested by 
Councillor N Anderson. 
 
Further to comments by Councillor J Gray regarding difficulties that had been 
encountered by community groups in completing grant forms, the Head of 
Service advised that Officers had held a focus group meeting with community 
groups and issues had been raised regarding the claims process and monitoring 
and evaluation forms.  As a result of this, amendments had been made to next 
year’s schemes and the process had been simplified.  However, the Head of 
Service stated that any community groups having particular problems at the 
present time could contact Council Officers for assistance. 
 
 5.11.4  Community Festival Fund 2017/2018 
 
Members were reminded that discussion had taken place at the February 
meeting of the Committee in relation to proposed policy changes to the  
Community Festival Fund 2017/2018.  It had been recommended that the 12.5% 
match funding be removed from the scheme; however, Members asked that this 
be reconsidered with a view to allowing match funding to be considered as ‘in  
kind’.  Officers had reviewed the policy and updated it accordingly to include the 
12.5% match funding requirement and an explanation that the Council would  
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 5.11.4  Community Festival Fund 2017/2018  (Contd) 
 
accept ‘in kind’ contributions towards this requirement.  Members having been 
provided with a copy of the updated version of the policy, it was proposed by 
Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor S Skillen and agreed to recommend 
approval of the Community Festival Fund policy 2017/2018, which was due to 
open under public call on 20 March, 2017. 
 
 5.11.5  Bonfire Inter-Agency 
 
The Committee was reminded that, at its meeting held in January 2017, it had 
agreed to develop a Bonfire Inter-Agency Group, initially to look at issues 
associated with bonfires within the Castlereagh East District Electoral Area.  This 
group had held its first meeting on 16 February, 2017 and had representation 
from a number of organisations, as set out in the Head of Service’s report.  The 
meeting had proved beneficial for all in attendance and it had been suggested 
that consideration be given to widening the scope of the group to facilitate 
discussion and collective actions at other sites across the Council area. 
 
As a result of the above, Members were provided with a copy of draft Terms of 
Reference, as prepared by Officers, outlining the proposed role of a wider group.  
Members were advised that this group would not take the format of a formal 
Bonfire Management Programme, with an associated funding stream; however, it 
would focus on a multi-agency approach and community negotiations in 
achieving more environmentally friendly and safer bonfires. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor S Skillen and 
agreed to recommend that the Bonfire Inter-Agency draft Terms of Reference be 
approved. 
 
 
Items for Noting 
 
 5.11.6  Updated Terms of Reference - Carryduff Community 
   Facilities Steering Group 
 
Further to a request by the above group that its Terms of Reference be updated 
to cover instances when representatives may be unable to attend, by allowing 
substitutes to attend on their behalf, Members were provided with, and noted the 
contents of, a copy of the updated document. 
 
 5.11.7  Welfare Changes Advice Service 
 
Members were provide with, and noted the contents of, a copy of an information 
leaflet from the Welfare Changes Advice Service in relation to support and advice 
around welfare reform.  Officers were currently arranging for these leaflets to be 
displayed at Council community facilities. 
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Verbal Item 
 
 5.11.8  Community Support Programme 
 
The Head of Service reported that contact had been made by the Department for 
Communities advising that additional money had become available in the current 
financial year under the Community Support Programme and for Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council this was in the region of £22,000.  This funding was to 
further develop the Council’s Community Development activity and programme.  
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Alderman M Henderson 
and agreed that this additional money be accepted, subject to a formal offer 
being received from the Department for Communities. 
 
 
5.12 Report from the Head of Service (Sports Services) 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Service 
(Sports Services) be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
 5.12.1  Lough Moss Leisure Centre – New Graphic Design Logo 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a draft updated logo for Lough Moss 
Leisure Centre, which had been developed in partnership with staff within the 
Marketing & Communications Unit and Sports Services promotional staff. 
 
Following Members’ comments, the Head of Service agreed to take this logo 
back for further consideration to ensure there was a linkage between the logos of 
all sports facilities in the Council area. 
 
 5.12.2  Vitality Health & Fitness – Purchase of Upgrades 
   Spin/Group Cycles 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a background paper in relation to the 
potential upgrade of spin/group cycles at Vitality Health & Fitness within Lagan 
Valley LeisurePlex.  It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by 
Councillor H Legge and agreed to recommend that the purchase of upgraded 
spin bikes for Vitality Health & Fitness, with the bikes to be purchased from a 
Local Government Framework and the budget to come from identified Sports 
Services underspend in the 2016/17 financial year. 
 
 

6. Confidential Business 
 

It was agreed that the reports and recommendations of the Director of Leisure & 
Community Services be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
The matters contained in the confidential report would be dealt with “In 
Committee” due to containing (a) information in relation to which a claim for legal 
privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings; (b) information relating to the 
financial or business affairs of any particular person including the Council holding 
that information); and (c) information which is likely to reveal the identity of an 
individual. 
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“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre and 
agreed that the following matters be considered “in committee”, in the absence of 
members of the press and public being present. 
 
It was agreed that items 5 and 6 of the report be considered first. 
 
Items for Noting 
 
6.1 Moat Park Pavilion, Dundonald: Tender Report 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a tender evaluation report in respect of the 
appointment of a contractor to carry out works previously agreed by Council at Moat 
Park Pavilion, Dundonald. 
 
It was noted that, subject to receipt of planning approval, the contract for the 
construction of the performance space at Moat Park Pavilion would be awarded as 
outlined in the Director of Leisure & Community Services’ report. 
 
6.2 Award of Tender for Appointment of a Landscape Architect to Design, 
 Procure and Supervise the Installation of a War Memorial in Moat Park 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a tender evaluation report in respect of the 
appointment of a landscape architect to design, procure and supervise the installation on 
a war memorial in Moat Park.  It was noted that the contract would be awarded as 
outlined in the Director of Leisure & Community Services’ report. 
 
The Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) left the meeting at this point (6.55 pm). 
 
Item for Decision 
 
6.3 Membership and Governance of the Peace IV Local Partnership Body 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a report regarding membership and governance 
of the Peace IV Local Partnership body and the Committee was reminded that it had 
delegated authority to deal with this matter. 
 
Following discussion, it was proposed by Alderman S P Porter, seconded by Councillor 
A McIntyre and agreed that the Peace IV Local Partnership consist of the 10 Members 
already nominated by Council plus a Member of the SDLP (to be nominated by the 
SDLP Group Leader) and a Member of the TUV. 
 
It was agreed, on a proposal by Alderman W A Leathem, that a letter be sent to the 
SEUPB outlining the Council’s strong objections to the Minister’s letter and requesting a 
copy of the SEUPB minute detailing the change of policy from the email received by the 
Council in January 2017 until the time of the Minister’s letter. 
 
6.4 Redevelopment of Island Arts Centre Website 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a financial appraisal, completed in line with the 
requirements of the Council’s Accounting Manual and agreed with the Council’s Finance 
Services Section, fully outlining the economic and financial factors that identified the 
need for work in redeveloping the Island Arts Centre website.  It was proposed by 
Councillor A McIntyre, seconded by Alderman 
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6.4 Redevelopment of Island Arts Centre Website  (Contd) 
 
M Henderson and agreed to recommended that the financial appraisal be 
accepted and that approval be given to the procurement of the required external 
services for the redevelopment of the Island Arts Centre website. 
 
6.5 Catering Contract – Castlereagh Hills Golf Course 
 
It was proposed by Councillor A McIntyre, seconded by Alderman M Henderson 
and agreed to recommend that approval be given to a request from the caterer at 
Castlereagh Hills Golf Course to amend the contract to reflect his wish to operate 
as a single trading entity. 
 
6.6 Irish Linen Centre/Lisburn Museum: Report in Regard to Staffing Matter 
 
It was noted that this matter would be considered later in the meeting. 
 
 
Items for Noting 
 
6.7 Moat Park Pavilion, Dundonald: Tender Report 
 
It was noted that this matter had been dealt with under item 6.1. 
 
6.8 Award of Tender for Appointment of a Landscape Architect to Design, 
 Procure and Supervise the Installation of a War Memorial in Moat Park 
 
It was noted that this matter had been dealt with under 6.2. 
 
6.9 Lough Moss Leisure Centre – Appointment of a Gym Operator 
 
Members present at the meeting were provided with a report in respect of the 
above matter.  It was proposed by Alderman M Henderson, seconded by 
Councillor A McIntyre and agreed to recommend that: 
 

 subject to legal, contractual and procurement agreement, that the contract 
be awarded, on an initial 3 year contract, as outlined in the report of the 
Director of Leisure & Community Services; and 

 the Council undertake a number of minor works within Lough Moss 
Leisure Centre to support the upgrade of the existing gym facility. 

 
6.10 Departmental Absenteeism Report 
 
Members were provided with, and noted the contents of, a copy of a 
departmental absenteeism report. 
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Verbal Matters 
 
6.11 Lagan Valley LeisurePlex - Complaint 
 
The Director of Leisure & Community Services provided a further verbal update 
in regard to resolution of the above. 
 
6.12 Dry-Side Men’s Toilets at Lagan Valley LeisurePlex 
 
Following comments by Alderman W A Leathem regarding the condition of the 
sink areas in the dry-side men’s toilets at the Lagan Valley LeisurePlex, the Head 
of Service (Sports Services) agreed to investigate this matter. 
 
 
It was agreed that the item regarding staffing at the Irish Linen Centre/Lisburn 
Museum be considered at this stage and the Head of Service (Cultural & 
Community Services), Head of Service (Sports Services) and the Museum 
Curator left the meeting (7.29 pm). 
 
6.13 Irish Linen Centre/Lisburn Museum: Report in Regard to Staffing Matter 
 
The Director of Leisure & Community Services made a verbal report in relation to 
the contract of the Museum Curator, which was to be considered by the 
Corporate Services Committee at its meeting to be held on 14 March, 2017, and 
took note of Members’ comments regarding the invaluable service provided to 
the Council by the Museum Curator. 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Gray, seconded by Alderman S P Porter and 
agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 
 
 

7. Any Other Business 
 

There was no other business. 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 7.34 pm. 
 
 
 
 
             
                   Mayor/Chairman 


