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LISBURN  & CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure and Community Development Committee 
held in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, on Tuesday 2 May 2017 at 5:30 
pm 
 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor T Morrow  (Chairman) 
 
Councillor A Givan  (Vice-Chairman) 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Councillor R B Bloomfield MBE 
 
S P Porter and J Tinsley 
 
Councillors N Anderson, J Gray MBE, V Kamble, A 
McIntyre, S Skillen and R Walker 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Director of Leisure & Community Services 
Head of Service (Cultural & Community Services) 
Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) 
Head of Service (Sports Services) 
Museum Curator 
Member Services Officer 
  

 
1. Apologies 
 

It was agreed that apologies for non-attendance be recorded in respect of The 
Deputy Mayor Alderman S Martin, Alderman M Henderson, Alderman W 
Leathem, Councillor H Legge and Councillor R T Beckett. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 

During the Course of the meeting, Councillor J Gray declared an interest in item 
1 of the Report of the Head of Services (Sports Services) due to her position as a 
founder member and current President of Disability Sport NI and she withdrew 
from the meeting during discussion on the item of business. 
 

3. Minutes 
 
It was agreed that the following minutes be confirmed and signed. 
 
(a) Meeting of the Leisure and Community Development Committee held on 4 

April 2017. 
 

(b) Joint Meeting of the Leisure and Community Development Committee and the 
Development Committee held on 4 April 2017. 
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4. Report from the Director of Leisure & Community Services 

 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Director of Leisure & 
Community Services be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
Items for Decision 
 
4.1 Lisburn Cricket Club – Request for Financial Assistance 
 
Members were advised that a request had been received from Lisburn Cricket 
Club seeking assistance from the Council in carrying out an options appraisal 
and feasibility study in relation to the re-development of the Cricket Club’s 
pavilion and changing rooms in Wallace Park. 
 
After consideration of the request it was proposed by Councillor A Givan, 
seconded by Councillor R Walker and agreed that, due to the club’s strategic role 
in the park, officers should continue to liaise with them and provide advice and 
support however it was important that expectations were not raised in terms of 
Council financial support.  It was further agreed that the Council would contribute 
towards two thirds of the cost of a consultant’s report which would scope the 
options available. 
 
4.2 Department for Communities – Review of ‘Arms-length’ bodies – 

Consultation Response 
 
Members had been advised that the Department for Communities was carrying 
out a review of the Department’s Arms-length Bodies and were provided with a 
list of the relevant organisations and a draft Council response to the consultation 
prepared by Council officers.  It was highlighted that this particular consultation 
would be the first stage of the process and that further information would follow. 
 
After discussion, it was proposed by Councillor A Givan, seconded by Councillor 
R Walker and agreed that the draft response as circulated be forwarded to the 
Department. 
 
Items for Noting 
 
4.3 Departmental Budget Report 
 
Members noted that the Departmental Budget Report for the period 1st April 2016 
to 31st March 2017 was not yet available. 
 
4.4 Museum Exhibitions 
 
Members noted that, at the opening of the D H Osborne: An Appreciation 
exhibition on 9th March 2017, the artist’s daughter, Mrs Moya McElreavey, 
presented a pen and water-colour sketch (no 6 in the catalogue) entitled Back 
Lane, Lisburn and that she had also offered a painting, to be chosen by the 
Curator, of a work by her mother Jean Osborne. 
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It was further noted that, contrary to advice provided at the March Leisure and 
Community Development Meeting, the Lisburn 1919-23 part of Lisburn 1912-23 
exhibition did not proceed by invitation to open on 30th March as planned.  This 
was due largely to an unexpected issue that arose with the loan of an artefact 
central to the display.  Members were advised that it was hoped that an 
alternative solution would be found to allow the exhibition opening to proceed by 
mid-May 2017. 
 
 
4.5 Consultation for Noting: Department for Infrastructure Sustainable Water – 

Long-term Water Strategy – Actions for Local Councils. 
 
Having been provided with a Minute extract from the December 2016 meeting of 
the Environmental Services Committee, at which the above matter was 
considered, it was noted that a working group comprising officers from several 
service units had been established to discuss the issues raised and provide a 
joint response to the Consultation, a copy of which was also circulated to 
Members for information. 
 
 
4.6 Report from the Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Service 
(Parks & Amenities) be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
Items for Decision 
 
 4.6.1  Sale of Land at Moat Park 
 
Item 5.3 refers. 
  
 4.6.2  Wallace Park Tennis Facility - Expansion 
 
The Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) reminded Members that, at the October 
meeting of the Committee, they had considered a request from Tennis 
Fundamentals to expand the facility to include 2 mini courts for children and a 
waiting area for parents. 
 
Members had been provided with additional information which included a survey 
of 165 users and a letter of support for the development from Ulster Tennis. 
 
After consideration it was proposed by Alderman P Porter, seconded by 
Councillor R Walker and agreed that the expansion plans for the tennis facility at 
Wallace Park be approved, enabling officers to progress the business plan, 
planning application and progress the project tender. 
 
 
 4.6.3  Killynure Play Park - Lease 
 
Members were reminded of delays in finalising the above lease but were advised 
that it was now ready for signature and it was proposed by Alderman P Porter, 
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seconded by Councillor R Walker and agreed that approval be granted for the 
Lease for the Killynure Play Park to progress to full Council for execution. 
 
Councillor N Anderson highlighted some anti-social behaviour issues at the 
location and said that it would be important to ensure that Choice Housing tidy up 
the area around the park to which the Head of Service (Parks and Amenities) 
responded that this issue was being actively pursued. 
 
 4.6.4  Grant Aid to Third Party Organisations 2017-18 
 
After consideration, it was proposed by Alderman P Porter, seconded by 
Councillor R Walker and agreed that the following payments be released (where 
appropriate on a staged basis payment), subject to a Letter of Offer / Service 
Level Agreement being in place and the provision of the organisation’s most 
recent approved accounts. 
 
 
Lagan Valley Regional Park £41,000 
Belfast Hills Trust Partnership £17,620 
Lough Neagh Partnership £  3,500 
Lough Neagh Rescue £  1,750 
 
 4.6.5  Ulster Grand Prix – Letter of Offer 
 
Members were provided with a copy of a draft Letter of Offer for consideration 
and were advised that the Ulster Grand Prix Liaison Committee would be 
meeting with the Dundrod & District Motorcycle Club Ltd in May.  They were also 
advised that Council Officers had been working with the Club to develop the 
event over the week of the races and throughout the year. 
 
After consideration, it was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by 
Councillor V Kamble and agreed that the draft Letter of Offer to the Dundrod & 
District Motorcycle Club Ltd be approved. 
 
Items for Noting 
 
 4.6.6  Lough Neagh – Song of the Bog Conference 
 
Members had been provided with information on The Song of the Bog 
Conference to be held at Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on Wednesday 10 May 
2017 and were advised that whilst this was a free event in terms of cost, booking 
was essential. 
 
It was agreed that any member who was interested in attending should contact 
the Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) to ensure that a place was booked for 
them. 

 
 4.6.7  Ferris Wheel – Wallace Park 
 
Members noted the information provided in respect of previous discussion on the 
installation of a 40m Ferris wheel at Wallace Park for the Mayor’s Family Fun 
Day.  They were advised that this will now most likely not take place as the 
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potential risks of proceeding along the lines discussed, outweigh the potential 
benefits. 
 
In response to a question from Alderman P Porter, the Head of Service (Parks & 
Amenities) advised that this matter was outside the tender agreement. 
 
  
4.7 Report from the Head of Service (Cultural & Community Services) 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Service 
(Cultural & Community Services) be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded 
below. 
 
 
Items for Decision 
 
 4.7.1  Community Festival Fund 2017/2018 
 
Members had been provided with a copy of the interim Letter of Offer, received 
from the Department for Communities (DfC), in relation to the 2017/18 
Community Festival Fund allocation and were asked to note from the 
correspondence that the interim offer had been made in the absence of a Budget 
Act and only reflected a Departmental commitment up to 30th June 2017.  
Comments from the Department in respect of festival events taking place after 30 
June 2017 were also highlighted. 
 
Members discussed the challenges faced by the Council as a result of this and it 
was proposed by Alderman P Porter, seconded by Councillor S Skillen and 
agreed that the Council accept the interim award from the Department up to 30 
June 2017 and that they continue with the assessment and award of successful 
applications under the current scheme on the understanding that any funding 
expenditure from 1 July 2017 be offered on an ‘at risk’ basis should the 
remainder of the grant from DfC not be realised. 
 
 4.7.2  Naomi Orr School of Dance – Funding Request 
 
Members had been provided with information on a funding request from the 
Naomi Orr School of Dance who were seeking assistance from the Council to 
support the attendance of 19 members of the school at the Lyrical Dance World 
Championships, to be held in Stratford Upon Avon between 28 and 30 July 2017.  
It was proposed by Alderman P Porter, seconded by Councillor S Skillen and 
agreed that an award in the sum of up to £1,000 be approved as a Director’s 
discretionary grant processed through the Mayor’s Office. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor B Bloomfield said that he would be 
happy to support the group. 
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Items for Noting 
 
 4.7.3  Pride of Place 2017 
 
Members noted a verbal update on nominations under the Price of Place 
program which were as follows: 
 

• Seymour Hill Community Residents Association 
• Lagan Valley Regional Park 
• Dreamscheme 

 
 
 4.7.4  Licensing Requirements – Council Minibuses 
 
Members were advised of the outcome of a recent meeting which had taken 
place between rural transport providers and the Driver and Vehicle Agency 
regarding interpretation of the current legislation around licensing requirements 
to drive minibuses.  
 
Members noted the information provided in respect of the above licensing 
requirements. 
 
Alderman J Tinsley said that the Council should be concerned at the implications 
of these proposed changes which will affect churches, schools and other groups 
as well as Councils.  He drew attention to the benefits of liaising with other 
Councils regarding the potential problems these changes will cause within the 
community. 
 
 
 4.7.5  Verbal Item – Armed Forces Covenant Ceremony 
 
Members were advised that it had become necessary to change the date of the 
above event, due to the fact that the original date of 31 May 2017 would now fall 
during a purdah period. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Alderman P Porter and  
agreed that the Council should sign up to the Armed Forces Covenant and that 
the signing ceremony should now take place on 12 June 2017 with arrangements 
remaining as for the original date. 
 
 
 4.7.6  Verbal Item – North Lisburn Community Centre 
 
 
The Head of Service (Cultural and Community) updated that handover of the 
North Lisburn Community Centre to the Council would now take place during the 
first week in June, it was proposed by Alderman P Porter, seconded by 
Councillor R Walker and agreed that this matter be progressed. 
 
It was noted that the local Community Group was in the process of changing its 
name to Ballymacash Regeneration Network and that a formal lease was 
currently being prepared by the Council’s legal representatives.  It was proposed 
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by Alderman P Porter, seconded by Councillor R Walker and agreed that this 
matter be progressed so that the agreed lease can be formally signed and sealed 
at a future Council meeting. 
 
4.8 Report from the Head of Service (Sports Services) 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Service 
(Sports Services) be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
Having declared an interest in the next Agenda Item, Councillor J Gray left the 
meeting at 6.07 pm. 
 
Items for Decision 
 

4.8.1 Disability Sport NI – Dedicated Disability Sports Hub within 
Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council 

 
Members were provided with information from Disability Sport NI on a scheme to 
introduce a Disability Sports Hub in each Council area in Northern Ireland 
together with a verbal update from the Head of Service during which it was noted 
that the two locations pending confirmation of suitable storage space would be 
Lough Moss Activity Centre and Billy Neill Soccer Centre of Excellence. 
 
After consideration it was proposed by Councillor A McIntyre, seconded by 
Councillor A Givan and agreed that approval be granted for Officers to progress 
matters. 
 
Councillor J Gray returned to the meeting at 6.10 pm. 
 

4.8.2 Autism Friendly and Disability Friendly Leisure Pool 
Sessions 

 
Members were provided with a breakdown of attendances at both the Autism 
Friendly and Disability Friendly Leisure Pool sessions.  It was noted that, whilst it 
was encouraging to note the attendances at the Autism Friendly sessions, the 
uptake of Disability Friendly sessions had been disappointing resulting in the 
Leisure Pool being closed on a Tuesday evening to the general public with little 
income to the Council. 
 
After consideration, it was proposed by Councillor J Gray, seconded by 
Councillor A Givan and agreed that from 6th June 2017, for the duration of peak 
hours in the summer, the two sessions should be combined into one session on 
a fortnightly basis and that this be evaluated on an ongoing basis. 
 
It was highlighted that all stakeholders, including users and those availing of the 
Buddycard Scheme, should be advised of the proposed changes and evaluation 
process. 
 
Following an update from Councillor R Walker in relation to the success of the 
disabled changing at the new Olympia Leisure Centre the Head of Sports 
Services informed Members that work was currently being planned to upgrade 
disabled changing room 1 within Lagan Valley LeisurePlex to include changing 
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hoists and other relevant equipment.  Given the existing design of the building 
and confines of space, this was the best possible use of the existing foot print. 
In response to a question from Alderman P Porter, he outlined the Buddycard 
scheme and stated that it was popular. 
 
Items for Noting 
 
 4.8.3  Funding Club Development Officers 
 
Members noted that the following clubs had been successful in their applications 
for funding to assist in their appointment of a Club Development Officer: 
 
Ballymacash Rangers FC  Downshire Tennis Club 
Crewe United FC   Hillsborough Boys FC 
Derriaghy Cricket Club  Lisburn Cricket Club 
 
 4.8.4  Dundonald International Ice Bowl Changes to Party Charges 
 
Members noted the information provided verbally in respect of changes to the 
charges in respect of birthday party packages at Dundonald International Ice 
Bowl. 
 
 

5. Confidential Business 
 

It was agreed that the reports and recommendations of the Director of Leisure & 
Community Services be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
The matters contained in the confidential report would be dealt with “In 
Committee” due to containing (a) information relating to the financial or business 
affairs of any particular person including the Council holding that information); 
and (b) information which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual. 
 
“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre 
and agreed that the following matters be considered “in committee”, in the 
absence of members of the press and public being present. 
 
Items for Decision 
 
5.1 Financial Appraisals for Tenders – Lock & Unlock and Sports Pavilion 

Attendants 
 
It was proposed by Councillor A McIntrye, seconded by Alderman P Porter and 
agreed to approve the Financial Appraisals for the Lock and Unlock Service and 
Sports Pavilion Attendants tenders to enable the matter to be progressed. 
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5.2 Submission of Outline Business Case by Private Contractor – Sport of 
Padel 

 
It was proposed by Councillor A McIntyre, seconded by Alderman P Porter and 
agreed that whilst the location identified may not be the best option, Council 
officers should continue to liaise with the Company and explore with them the 
possibility of using other locations in the city area. 
 
5.3 Sale of Land at Moat Park 
 
It was proposed by Councillor A McIntyre, seconded by Alderman P Porter and 
agreed that Officers advise the individual concerned of the valuation and 
restrictions proposed by Land and Property Services and await a response.  If 
the individual agrees to the valuation and restrictions, then the Committee 
recommends Council to proceed with the sale of the land. 
 
Items for Noting 
 
5.4 Award of Tender for Children’s Attractions – Entertainment for Family Fun 

Days and any other Ad-hoc Events 
 
Members noted the award of the contract for Children’s Attractions –  
entertainment for family fun days and any other ad-hoc events to G-Force  
Amusements, it being the most economically advantageous tender. 
 
5.5 Museum Art Donation 
 
Members noted information provided on the donation of three artworks to the 
Council’s Museum collection. 
 
5.6 Departmental Absenteeism Report 
 
Members noted information provided in respect of Departmental Absence 
including a verbal update provided by the Director of Leisure and Community 
Development. 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Gray, seconded by Councillor A McIntyre and 
agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 
 

6. Any Other Business 
 

Councillor A McIntyre 
Museum Review 
 
Councillor A McIntyre requested an update on the Museum Review and the 
Director of Leisure and Community Services advised that it was intended that this 
would be discussed at a Special Meeting of the Committee to be held in the near 
future. 
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Councillor J Gray 
Community Resilience Project in Dromara – Defibrillator Training Sessions 
 
Councillor J Gray asked whether there was any possibility of Defibrillator Training 
Sessions being included in the Community Resilience Project in Dromara. 
The Head of Service (Cultural and Community) responded that Defibrillator 
Training sessions were currently being considered for inclusion as part of the 
Community Services Training Support Programme.  
 
Museum Curator 
Purchase of Artefact 
 
The Museum Curator advised and Members noted that a rare Cotton Famine 
artefact related to Lisburn had recently been purchased through the Council 
Emergency Artefacts Purchase scheme at a cost of £3,500. 
 
At this stage the Head of Service (Sports Services) distributed a brochure on the 
Sports Development Section “Feel Brand New” programme. 
 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 6.37 pm. 
 
 
 
 
             
                   Mayor/Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


