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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure and Community Development Committee 
held in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, and remotely, on Tuesday 2nd  
November 2021 at 6.00pm 

 
PRESENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESENT IN A 
REMOTE LOCATION: 

Councillor S Skillen (Chairperson) 
 
Councillor R T Beckett (Vice Chairperson) 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Alderman S Martin 
 
Deputy Mayor, Councillor T Mitchell 
 
Aldermen A Grehan and J Tinsley 
 
Councillors N Anderson, D J Craig, A Gowan,  
D Honeyford, S Hughes and Hon Councillor N Trimble. 
 
 
Councillors R Carlin, M Guy, A McIntyre, Jenny Palmer  
and John Palmer.  
 

 
OTHER MEMBERS 
PRESENT IN A 
REMOTE LOCATION: 

 
Councillor A Givan 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
Head of Communities 
Head of Parks and Amenities 
Head of Sports Services 
Acting Member Services/PCSP Manager  
Member Services Officer 
Technician 
IT Support 
 
 

Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairperson, Councillor S Skillen, welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded 
attendees that, in accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders, unauthorised recording was 
not permitted. The Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing read the safety announcement 
and the Acting Member Services/PCSP Manager read out the names of the Elected Members 
and officers in attendance.  
 
1. Apologies 
 

No apologies were received.  
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2. Declarations of Interest 
  
 In respect of item 6.5, ‘Golf Course Membership – Direct Debit Membership’, Councillor M 

Guy declared that her husband worked for a company which had been referenced within 
the report.   

 
3.0    Report of the Head of Communities 
 

3.1     Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
 
The Head of Communities reminded the Committee that, at its meeting on 1st June 2021, it 
had agreed to establish a cross-departmental working group, which would include a 
representative from each political party within its membership. The aim of the group would 
be to develop and implement a programme of activities to mark the Platinum Jubilee of 
Her Majesty the Queen in 2022. The working group had held its first meeting on 18th 
October to consider its Terms of Reference and explore ways for the Council to mark the 
occasion and support communities in taking forward local and community-focussed 
events. 

 
Members were further reminded that the Council, at its meeting on 28th September 2021, 
agreed to establish a funding opportunity to support community groups to host events in 
2022 to mark the Platinum Jubilee and/or the granting of Royal Status to Hillsborough.  
The Committee was provided with an overview of the eligibility criteria which would be 
applied in administering the fund, with a recommended amount of £20,000, and a 
maximum of £400 available for individual applications. It was noted that a draft programme 
of events and associated costs would be brought forward for the Committee’s 
consideration in due course. 
 
Following a proposal by Alderman J Tinsley, which was seconded by the Vice 
Chairperson, Councillor R T Beckett, it was agreed that the Chairperson of the Leisure and 
Community Development Committee would be nominated to serve on the working group 
established for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  

 
In response to a question from the Right Worshipful the Mayor, Alderman S Martin, which 
sought further clarity on how the funding for the programme of events would be identified, 
given that the programme would run from January to June 2022 and encompass two 
financial years, the Director indicated that the budget could straddle two financial years 
and that any recommended spend would go through the relevant governance processes 
and approvals. 

 
During further discussion, where it was clarified that all minutes of the working group would 
be tabled for notation purposes at the Leisure and Community Development Committee, 
the Committee agreed to approve the Terms of Reference. 
 
In respect of the allocation of funding for the grant: 

 
(i) It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor D J Craig, and 

agreed that the working group be requested to re-examine the £400 maximum 



LCDC 02.11.21 

810 
 

amount available for individual events with a view to considering if that amount 
could be increased, including the £20,000 proposed allocation.  
 

3.1.1  Council Working Groups/St Patrick’s Day Celebrations 
 
Arising from discussion in the previous item, Councillor R Carlin referred to the recent 
establishment by the Council of several working groups, together with the allocation of 
funding, and enquired, in respect of equality of opportunity, if funding was available for St 
Patrick’s Day events. Accordingly, he proposed that the Committee agree to establish a 
working group to explore opportunities for local groups to celebrate this occasion. The 
proposal was seconded by Alderman A Grehan.  
 
During discussion, a number of Members clarified that the working groups which had been 
established recently in respect of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and Royal Hillsborough 
were unique in nature, given their historical importance and were one off programmes, 
whilst St Patrick’s Day was an annual event. Councillor D J Craig suggested that 
Councillor R Carlin’s proposal was not a matter for the Committee to consider since such 
decisions lay within the remit of the Corporate Services Committee. It was advised that 
there were a range of Council grants available to support groups wishing to mark St 
Patrick’s Day and that the Right Worshipful the Mayor hosted a number of activities to 
mark the occasion on an annual basis.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor D Honeyford, seconded by Councillor M Guy, that a report 
be brought back to the Committee which would outline the opportunities offered by the 
Council for local groups to deliver community events for a range of activities including St 
Patrick’s Day.  
 
At this point of the meeting, Alderman A Grehan indicated that she was content to support 
the proposal in the name of Councillor D Honeyford and stated that she did not wish to 
second the original proposal in the name of Councillor R Carlin. The original proposal was 
therefore not considered.  
 
Accordingly, the Committee adopted Councillor D Honeyford’s proposal, as seconded by 
Councillor Guy. 
 
It was noted that Councillor N Anderson indicated that he wished to raise an item related 
to St Patrick’s Day under ‘Any Other Business’.   

 
3.2     Census 2021 Outputs: Technical Consultation Paper 
 
The Committee was informed that the data collection phase for Census 2021 had been 
completed and that the Northern Ireland Statistics & Research Agency (NISRA) intended 
to publish initial data during the summer of 2022.  In order to examine how best to 
disseminate that data, NISRA had launched a consultation exercise which sought the 
views of stakeholders in this regard.  

 
The Head of Communities gave an overview of the main aspects of a response which had 
been drafted for the Committee’s consideration. In particular, she highlighted that the data 
collected by Census 2021 would be released in accordance with current local government 
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district boundaries, which would assist the Council and its Members to access relevant 
and up-to-date information.  She reported that the Council’s response was broadly 
supportive of the proposed outputs, dissemination approach, release phases and content 
design for Census 2021, subject to a number of caveats which she outlined to Members.   
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by Alderman A Grehan and agreed 
that the Committee approve the contents of the report as its response to the consultation 
exercise for onward submission to NISRA by the required deadline.  

 
4.0    Report of the Head of Parks and Amenities  
 

4.1    2022 International Cross Country Race - Billy Neill MBE Country Park 
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities reminded the Committee that, at its meeting on 5th 
June 2018, it had agreed to host and sponsor the 2019 International Cross Country Race 
which had taken place at the Billy Neill MBE Country Park in January, 2019.  That event, 
he added, had been deemed to be hugely successful and had attracted international and 
Olympic runners and had generated significant media coverage for the venue and the 
Council area.  It was reported that Athletics Northern Ireland was again seeking the 
Council’s approval to host the 2022 International Cross Country Race at the same venue 
on Saturday 22nd January, 2022.  The Committee was given an overview of the benefits 
which the hosting of the race would bring to the Council area in terms of publicity, tourism 
and economic development.  
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities reported that £15,000 had been allocated within the 
Department’s budget for 2021/22 to support the hosting of the race. However, the 
organisers had secured part funding of £6,750 from the Council’s Major Events’ Fund 
and, therefore, the net cost to the Department would be £8,250. In addition, the Council 
would provide infrastructural support costing approximately £3,000, which would be 
similar to that which had been provided at previous events.  
 
After discussion, it was proposed by Councillor D Honeyford, seconded by Councillor D J 
Craig and agreed that the Committee:  
 

 grant approval to Athletics NI to host the International Cross Country event at the 
Billy Neill MBE Country Park on Saturday 22th January 2022;  

 agree that a sum of £8,250 be provided in sponsorship by the Department; and   

 agree that officers progress a formal Letter of Offer to Athletics NI to include 
infrastructure support to an approximate value of £3,000. 

 
4.2    Northern Ireland Forest Schools' Association 
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities reminded the Committee that the Council, over the 
past five years, had provided funding to the Northern Ireland Forest Schools’ Association 
(NIFSA) to enable local schools to partake in various educational programmes.  During 
the current financial year, the Council had provided £6,000 in funding to support six 
schools to participate in both Zoom and practical sessions. He provided an overview of 
the positive feedback which had been received from the schools in respect of the 
programmes delivered by NIFSA.   
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He highlighted also the range of events and projects which had been overseen by the 
Council’s Biodiversity Officer from April to September 2021, together with the 
engagement work which had been undertaken by Grounds Maintenance staff with local 
communities.  He provided an update also on the work which had been undertaken as 
part of the Castlereagh Safe and Well Project (C-SAW), which offered a range of physical 
activity programmes to individuals in the community through increasing access and 
opportunities to participate in community life. 
 
After discussion, during which the Committee noted and commended the ongoing 
community engagement work undertaken by officers through these projects, it was 
proposed by Councillor D J Craig and seconded by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor T 
Mitchell, that financial support of £6,000 be provided to NIFSA to deliver its educational 
programme to local schools in 2022/23. 

 
4.3  Awards and Achievements & Community Contribution 
 
The Committee was advised that Green Flag accreditation, which was an internationally 
recognised certification for environmental quality management, had been awarded to the 
following sites within the Council area:    
 

• Wallace Park 
• Castle Gardens 
• Moira Demesne 
• Bells Lane (Incorporating Bells Lane Allotments & Lisburn BMX track) 
• Billy Neill MBE Country Park 
• Moat Park  
• Sir Milne Barbour Memorial Park 

 
In addition, the Head of Parks and Amenities reported that the following sites and areas 
had been recognised in the Ulster in Bloom 2021 Awards: 
 

• Moira – winner of the most improved category 
• Lisburn City – 3rd placed in large town/ city category 
• Lisburn train station - runner up in best station category 

 
It was reported also that the Hillside Bar, Hillsborough, had won a special award for its 
floral presentation. 

 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Alderman A Grehan, and agreed 
that the Committee note the information which had been provided and extends its 
congratulations to those who had been successful in the recent awards. 
 

5.0     Report of the Head of Sports Services  
 
5.1    Sports Inspires Christmas Lunch 
 
The Committee noted that the above-mentioned lunch, which was being organised on 
behalf of the Mary Peters Trust, would take place in the Hilton Hotel, Belfast, on Friday 
10th December.  The Head of Sport Services indicated that the cost for a table of ten 
delegates was £1,000 and pointed out that, in 2016, the Committee had considered a 
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similar request but had agreed to make a donation of £500 instead and authorised the 
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson (or their nominees) to attend as the Council’s 
representatives. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley and seconded by Councillor DJ Craig, that the 
Committee agrees to make a donation of £500 to the Mary Peters Trust and that the 
Chairperson and Vice Chairperson (or their nominees) be authorised to attend the lunch 
as the Council’s representatives. 

 
5.2    Ulster Table Tennis Championships  
 
The Committee considered a request which had been received from the Table Tennis 
Ulster to provide sponsorship towards the upcoming Ulster Open Table Tennis 
Championships.   
 
It was proposed by Councillor A Gowan, seconded by Hon Councillor N Trimble, and 
agreed to provide funding of £800 to support the hosting of the Ulster Open Table Tennis 
Championships at the Lisburn Racquets Club on 27th and 28th November, 2021.  
 
5.3    Vitality Memberships – Update  
 
The Head of Sports Services reminded the Committee that, at its meeting on 5th October, 
he had indicated that he would submit a report for Members’ consideration which would 
outline the current statistics on Vitality memberships, particularly in relation to the period 
following the re-opening of services post lockdown. He reported that Vitality Membership 
numbers had stood at 4,601 head memberships with a total of 12,132 members at the 
time of the first lockdown in March 2020.  Despite predictions that memberships across 
the leisure industry would fall by 50%, the Council’s memberships had fallen by only 
approximately one-third to 3,023 head memberships and a total of 8,059 members in 
early May 2021.   
 
Since the relaxing of restrictions in May 2021, he explained, there had been a steady 
increase in activities, with 3,898 head memberships and 10,556 memberships being 
recorded at the end of September 2021. He pointed out certain activities, such as skating 
and swimming, were still subject to restrictions and that promotional activities would be 
undertaken to coincide with the seasonal spike in demand for health and wellbeing 
activities in January 2022. 
 
After discussion, during which Members welcomed the increase in usage of the leisure 
facilities and the Head of Sports Services clarified the level of income which had been 
received when compared to previous years, it was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, 
seconded by Hon Councillor N Trimble, and agreed that the Committee note the 
information which had been provided.  

 
6.0    Confidential Report of the Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing  

 
The Chairperson advised that the reasons for confidentiality for the following matters were, 
as set out in the agenda, ‘confidential by virtue of Section 6, Parts 1 and 3 of the Local 
Government Act (2014) Northern Ireland, i.e., information relating to any individual, or 
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information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including 
the Council holding that information). 

 
“In Committee” 

 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor D J Craig, and agreed 
that the confidential report of the Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing be 
considered “in committee” in the absence of members of the press and public being 
present. 

 
6.1    Department for Communities Covid Recovery Needs – Community Support 
Programme 
 
(Hon Councillor N Trimble left the meeting at 7.10pm) 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded Councillor D J Craig, and agreed 
that the Committee adopt the recommendations of the Head of Communities as set out 
within the report. 
 
(Hon Councillor N Trimble returned to the meeting at 7.15pm) 

 
6.2    Tourism NI – Market-led Product Development Programme 

 
It was proposed by Hon Councillor N Trimble, seconded by Alderman A Grehan, and 
agreed that the Committee adopt the recommendations of the Head of Communities as set 
out within the report. 
 
6.3 Procurement of Standard Trees – Tender Evaluation Report  
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley, and agreed that 
the tender for the Provision of Standard Trees be noted as having been awarded to the 
company detailed in the report at the cost outlined. 
 
6.3 Procurement of the Planting, Installation, Removal and Irrigation of Hanging 
Baskets – Tender Evaluation Report  
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by the Vice Chairperson, Councillor R T 
Beckett, and agreed to recommend that the Council continue with the extant hanging 
basket programme for 2022, and that the tender for the provision of Planting, Installation, 
Removal and Irrigation of Hanging Baskets be noted as having been awarded to the 
company detailed in the report at the cost outlined. 
 
6.4  Procurement and Supply and Delivery of Steel Park Benches and Refurbishment  
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor D J Craig, and agreed 
that the tender for the provision of the Procurement and Supply and Delivery of Steel Park 
Benches and Refurbishment be noted as having been awarded to the company detailed in 
the report at the cost outlined. 
 
(Councillor M Guy left the meeting at 7.31pm) 
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6.5    Golf Course Membership – Direct Debit Membership  
 
It was proposed by Councillor D Honeyford, seconded by Councillor D J Craig, and agreed 
that the Committee adopt the recommendations of the Head of Sports Services as set out 
within the report. 

 
6.6       Killeaton Open Space 
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities provided an update to the Committee in respect of the 
above-mentioned matter.      

 
“Resumption of Normal Business” 
 
It was proposed by the Vice Chairperson, Councillor R T Beckett, seconded by Hon 
Councillor N Trimble, and agreed to come out of Committee and normal business was 
resumed. 
 
7.      Any Other Business  
 
7.1    St Patrick’s Day 2022  
 
Councillor N Anderson reminded the Committee that 2032 would mark the 1600th 
anniversary of the arrival in Ireland of St Patrick in 432 AD. He suggested that the Council 
might consider marking that occasion in the longer-term, given its importance to Christians 
locally and across the island of Ireland. In addition, he suggested that the 2022 
celebrations might be enhanced by inviting speakers to deliver historical talks on St Patrick 
and his legacy as part of any programme.  
 
The Committee agreed that this proposal be explored further as part of the Council’s 2022 
St Patrick’s Day activities.    
 
7.2    Castlereagh Hills Golf Club Veterans 
 
It was reported that the Castlereagh Hills Golf Club’s veterans’ team had recently won the 
North Down Veterans’ League and it was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by 
Councillor N Anderson, and agreed that the Chairperson, Councillor S Skillen, be 
authorised to host a lunch to recognise the success of the team in winning the league. 
 
7.3     Island Arts Centre 
 
In response to a query from Alderman J Tinsley, the Head of Communities clarified the 
arrangements for the phased re-opening of the Island Arts Centre.  
 
7.4    Dean Dillon 
 
In response to a query from the Vice Chairperson, Councillor R T Beckett, the Right 
Worshipful the Mayor, Alderman S Martin, updated the Committee on the arrangements in 
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place for an event which he would host to mark the achievements of Dean Dillon at the 
Quadcross and Sidequadcross Competition of Nations.  

 
7.5     Council Funding Streams 
 
In response to a query by Councillor D Honeyford, the Director provided an update on the 
existing funding streams that might be utilised to support groups or individuals involved in 
dancing.  
 
7.6     December Meeting of the Committee 
 
The Committee noted that its December meeting would commence at the earlier time of 
5:30pm.    

   
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 8.35pm.  
 
 
 
 
              
                                       Mayor/Chairperson 
 
 


