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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure and Community Development Committee 
held in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, and remotely, on Tuesday 7 
December at 5.30pm 

 
PRESENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESENT IN A 
REMOTE LOCATION: 

Councillor S Skillen (Chairperson) 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor Alderman S Martin 
 
Deputy Mayor Councillor T Mitchell 
 
Aldermen A Grehan and J Tinsley 
 
Councillors N Anderson, D J Craig, A Gowan,  
D Honeyford and S Hughes 
 
Councillors R Carlin, A McIntyre and Jenny and  
John Palmer  

 
OTHER MEMBERS 
PRESENT IN A 
REMOTE LOCATION: 

 
Alderman U Mackin and Councillors A Givan  
and M Gregg 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
Chief Executive (via Zoom) 
Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
Head of Communities (via Zoom) 
Head of Parks and Amenities (via Zoom) 
Head of Sports Services (via Zoom) 
Member Services Officers (BF & EW) 
Technician 
IT Support 
 

Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairperson, Councillor S Skillen, welcomed everyone to the meeting and reminded 
attendees that in accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders unauthorised recording was 
not permitted. The Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing read the safety announcement 
and the Member Services Officer read out the names of the Elected Members and officers in 
attendance.  
 
      (Councillor R Carlin and Councillor A McIntyre joined the meeting via Zoom at 17:32) 
 
1. Apologies 
 

The Committee accepted apologies on behalf of the Vice-Chairperson Councillor R T 
Beckett, Councillor A Gowan and Councillor M Guy.   
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2. Declarations of Interest 
  
 There were no declarations of interest made at the meeting.   
 
3. Report of the Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
 

3.1      Leisure and Community Wellbeing Performance Report 
 

   The Director outlined the principal aspects of the above-mentioned report, together with 
the details contained within a table of key performance indicators, which gave an 
overview of the Department’s performance and budget summary during Quarter 2 of the 
financial year 2021/22.  The Committee was informed that the Department’s operational 
metrics (KPIs) which measured internal targets and service, were in accordance with the 
Interim Corporate Plan and operational priorities. 

 
   It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by Councillor N Anderson, and 

agreed that the Committee note and scrutinise the following:  
 

 the trading accounts covering the period 1st July to 30th September; 

 the outturn of operational metrics/service KPIs for 1st July to 30th September; 

 the outturn of Performance Improvement KPIs for 1st July to 30th September; and 

 the Directorate Risk Dashboard and summary of risk fluctuations.  
 
4.0    Report of the Head of Communities 
 

4.1     Annual Council Funding Opportunities 
 
Further to its decision of 2nd November, the Committee considered a report which outlined 
the range of opportunities offered by the Council for local groups to deliver community-
based events. The Head of Communities provided an overview in this regard, as well as 
an outline of the practical support offered to groups through the work of the Council’s 
Community Support Team.    

 
During discussion, it was proposed by Councillor D Honeyford, seconded by Alderman J 
Tinsley, and agreed that a report be submitted to a future meeting which would examine 
the feasibility of revising the opening and closing dates for the submissions of applications 
for grants schemes to enable groups to apply for funding throughout the financial year. In 
addition, it was agreed that the report would examine how the Council could engage with a 
wider range of groups in respect of funding opportunities.  
 
After further discussion, it was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by 
Councillor D J Craig, and agreed that the Committee note:  
 

 the funding opportunities offered by Council for local groups to deliver community 
events including St Patrick’s Day; and 

 the practical support available for local groups through the work of the Council’s 
Community Services Team.   
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4.2     Application for Seeding Grant – Ballybeen Educational and Cultural Heritage Hub 
 
The Committee was advised that a request for funding for a seeding grant, in the sum of 
£200, had been received from the above-mentioned group, which had been established in 
September 2021. The Head of Communities outlined the aims and objectives of the group 
and indicated that provision had been included within the Department’s estimates for 
2021/22 to support requests of this nature.  

 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley, and agreed 
that the Council agrees to provide £200 to the group for the purpose outlined.  
 
5.0    Report of the Head of Parks and Amenities  
 
5.1    Request to Install a Padel Tennis Court in Wallace Park  
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities reminded the Committee that the Council outsourced 
the management and operation of the tennis facility at Wallace Park to The Schools 
Tennis Project Ltd.  He reported that that organisation was seeking permission to install a 
Padel Tennis Court, adjacent to the existing tennis dome.  In order to apply for grant 
funding opportunities, they would be required to demonstrate tenure of land at the site. He 
added that, to progress the application, the Council would be required to enter into a lease 
or management agreement for the area of land on which the Padel tennis court would be 
located, subject to a successful grant award being made and planning approval granted.  
He added that such an agreement would be an extension to the existing contract and that 
no other expression of interest exercise would be necessary and that no other commercial 
opportunities existed for the portion of land. 
 
It was proposed by Deputy Mayor Councillor T Mitchell, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley, 
and agreed that the Council enters into a lease or management agreement for the land in 
Wallace Park with The Schools Tennis Project Ltd to enable them to apply for grant 
funding. This would be subject to a successful grant being awarded to the organisation 
and planning approval being granted with the duration reflecting the criteria set by the 
funding body. 

 
5.2     Woodland Trust – Emergency Tree Fund 
 
The Committee was informed that officers from within the Department had processed an 
application to the Woodland Trust Emergency Tree Fund for financial support, to be 
delivered over a two-year period, to develop a sustainable native species tree nursery. The 
Head of Parks and Amenities indicated that the programme sought to enable the Council 
and community groups to plant 30-40 hectares of trees per year. He added that, should 
the Council’s application be successful, there was potential for a £300,000 grant over the 
two-year period. It was noted that a further report on the project would be submitted for 
consideration in January.   
 
Given the timescales associated with the project and the processing of applications, the 
Head of Parks and Amenities recommended that the Council, at its meeting on 15th 
December, be requested to delegate authority to the Committee to enable officers to 
accept any award made through the Emergency Tree Fund, which was anticipated to 
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occur in late-January. It was added that a retrospective report in the matter would be 
submitted to the Committee in February.   
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor N Anderson, and agreed 
that the Committee note the information provided and adopt the recommendation as 
outlined by the Head of Parks and Amenities.  

 
6.0    Confidential Report of the Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing  
 

(Alderman Grehan joined the meeting at 17:58) 
 
The Chairperson advised that the reasons for confidentiality for the following matters were, 
as set out in the agenda, ‘confidential by virtue of Section 6, Part 1 of the Local 
Government Act (2014) Northern Ireland, i.e., information relating to the financial or 
business affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information’. 

 
“In Committee” 

 
It was proposed by The Right Worshipful the Mayor Alderman S Martin, seconded by 
Deputy Mayor Councillor T Mitchell, and agreed that the confidential report of the Director 
of Leisure and Community Wellbeing be considered “In Committee”, in the absence of 
members of the press and public being present. 

 
6.1    Pricing Charges 2022/23 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor Jenny Palmer, and agreed 
that the Committee approve the Charging Scheme for the Department for 2022/23, subject 
to the condition that there be no charge for Leisure Pool 2-3 year-old sessions, including 
the Lazy River, plus no increase to the Senior Citizen Leisure Pool charge. 

 
6.2     Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – Draft Programme of Events and WG Minutes 

 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor S Hughes, and agreed 
that the Committee note the information provided within the report and adopt the 
recommendations of the Head of Communities and approve the draft programme of 
events.  
 

(Councillor Jenny Palmer left the meeting at 18:33) 
 
6.3     Killultagh Community Needs and Facility Assessment Report 
 
It was proposed by Deputy Mayor Councillor T Mitchell, seconded by Councillor S Hughes 
and agreed that the Committee adopt the recommendations of the Head of Communities, 
i.e., that a Community Forum be established in the Killultagh DEA to explore a community 
planning approach to the findings and recommendations contained within the report, 
subject to an amendment, as proposed by Councillor D Honeyford and seconded by 
Alderman J Tinsley, in relation to the examination of land availability within the electoral 
area.  
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6.4     PHA Funding for Age-Friendly Projects 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Alderman A Grehan, and agreed 
that the Committee adopt the recommendation of the Head of Communities in respect of 
confirmation of a five years’ funding package for the continuation of this project to lead and 
manage Age Friendly projects 

 
6.5     Hydebank Pavilion Refurbishment  
 

         (The Head of Planning and Capital Projects attended for items 6.5, 6.6 and 6.7) 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor R Carlin, and agreed 
that the Committee adopt the recommendation of the Head of Parks and Amenities and 
approve the Project Initiation Request and Strategic Outline Case (PIRSOC) for the 
scheme to enable works to progress.     
 
6.6     Lock and Unlock Tender 
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by Councillor N Anderson, and agreed 
that the Committee approve the Financial Appraisal for the above-mentioned tender and 
adopt the recommendation of the Head of Parks and Amenities as set out within the 
report.  
 
(Councillor M Gregg left the meeting at 19:20) 

 
6.7     Hamilton’s Shed Rebuild 
 
It was proposed by Deputy Mayor Councillor T Mitchell, seconded by The Right Worshipful 
the Mayor Alderman S Martin, and agreed that the Committee adopt the recommendation 
of the Head of Parks and Amenities to approve the Project Initiation Request and Strategic 
Outline Case (PIRSOC) and Financial Appraisal for the scheme to enable works to 
progress.     

 
6.8     Lambeg Golf Course – Draft Licence Agreement  
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by Councillor N Anderson, and agreed 
that the Committee adopt the recommendation of the Head of Sports Services as set out 
within the report. 
 
(The Right Worshipful the Mayor Alderman S Martin left the meeting at 19:23) 
 
6.9     Social Supermarket Pilot and offer of financial assistance for Food Poverty  
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor N Anderson, and agreed   
that the Committee adopt the recommendation of the Head of Communities as set out 
within the report.     
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6.10    Killeaton Open Space (raised as part of AOB) 
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities provided a verbal update to the Committee in respect of 
the above-mentioned matter and outlined the course of action in relation to the existing 
trees at the location and associated grounds maintenance work.  

 
“Resumption of Normal Business” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor S Hughes, seconded by Deputy Mayor Councillor T Mitchell, 
and agreed to come out of Committee and normal business was resumed. 

 
7.      Any Other Business  
 
7.1    Sports Museum for Northern Ireland 
 
At the request of Deputy Mayor Councillor T Mitchell, the Head of Sports Services agreed 
to provide an update to the Deputy Mayor on the above-mentioned matter, which had been 
discussed at the Committee’s meeting on 7th September.  
 
7.2    Lighting in Wallace Park  
 
In response to a request from Alderman A Grehan, the Director agreed that the Head of 
Parks and Amenities would provide an update to the Member in respect of the above-
mentioned matter. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 7.41pm.  
 
 
 
 
              
                                       Mayor/Chairperson 
 
 


