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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure and Community Development Committee 
held in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, on Tuesday, 7th January at 
6:00pm 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Alderman J Tinsley  (Chairman) 
 
Councillor H Legge (Vice-Chairman) 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor A Givan 
 
Alderman A Grehan  
 
Councillors N Anderson, R T Beckett, R Carlin, D J Craig, 
M Guy, D Honeyford, R McLernon, Jenny Palmer,  
S Skillen and N Trimble  
 

OTHER MEMBERS: Alderman S Martin 
 
Councillors U Mackin and A Swan 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Chief Executive 
Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
Head of Parks & Amenities 
Head of Sports Services 
Head of Communities 
Community Planning Manager 
Member Services Officer 

  
Commencement of the Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley, having welcomed those present and proceeded to 
outline the safety announcement in the case of an emergency. The Chairman, 
Alderman J Tinsley, advised Members that the Alliance Party had provided notification 
to the Chief Executive that Councillor D Honeyford would replace Alderman T Morrow 
on the Leisure and Community Development Committee with immediate effect and 
welcomed Councillor D Honeyford to the meeting. 
 
1. Apologies 

 
It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of the 
Councillor A Gowan.  
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 
The Chairman invited Members to declare any Conflicts of Interest they might have in 
relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of the requirement that they 
complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, which had been provided at the 
meeting. No interests were declared. 
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3. Report from Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing 
 

It was agreed that the main report and recommendations of the Director of Leisure 
and Community Wellbeing be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 
3.1 Lagan Valley Regional Park Board – Nominee 
 
The Director reminded Members that in September 2019 the Council had reviewed 
its approach regarding appointments to external bodies and in line with that 
decision, the Committee was asked to make two nominations to the Lagan Valley 
Regional Park Board for the duration of the Council term. The Head of Parks & 
Amenities also provided Members with a hard copy of the Lagan Valley Regional 
Park Annual Report for 2018/19 for Members’ review.  
 
Following a discussion, it was agreed to recommend to Council that Councillor 
Jenny Palmer and Councillor A Swan (agreed during Any Other Business) be 
appointed to the Board of Lagan Valley Regional Park.   
 
3.2 Armed Forces Day – Update 
 
The Director referred to the successful event hosted by the Council to mark 
Northern Ireland Armed Forces Day in 2019 and advised Members that following 
discussions at the Party Group Leaders Forum, officers have had exploratory 
discussions in relation to the Council hosting similar events in the future. The 
Director provided the Committee with a verbal update regarding these early 
discussions.  
 
The Director advised Members that following these discussions it was not 
anticipated that Northern Ireland would hold the National Armed Forces Day event 
in the immediate future. It was further noted that due to the success of the 
Regional event hosted by the Council it would continue in the rotation of Councils 
wishing to host the annual Regional event. 
 
Alderman A Grehan referred to the cost associated with hosting the regional event 
in 2019, and asked that if the Council was to host this event in the future, that a 
group could be established to consider the costs and ensure efficient  
management, including in terms of the national event possibly sharing the cost 
with other supporting councils. Councillor Jenny Palmer stated that she supported 
the Council hosting a Regional or the National event in the future and that it should 
been done to the highest standard, especially as more would be expected from 
Lisburn as a Garrison Town. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman A Grehan, seconded by the Right Worshipful the 
Mayor, Councillor A Givan and agreed to note this update and it was further 
agreed that the Committee would be appraised of any updates relating to future 
opportunities to host such events, including the financial implications. 
  

4. Report of Head of Parks & Amenities 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Parks & 
Amenities be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
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4.1 Lough Neagh Partnership Core Funding 2020/21 

 
The Head of Parks & Amenities reminded Members of the Council’s ongoing 
commitment in supporting the Lough Neagh Partnership through the provision of 
£3,500 annually towards its core funding, which assists in the employing of staff 
and office costs. The Head of Parks & Amenities provided Members with a letter 
from the Lough Neagh Partnership outlining the work undertaken by the 
Partnership during the previous year along with a request for a financial 
contribution to be provided again in 2020/21. He further confirmed that provision 
for this contribution was included as part of the 2020/21 Draft Estimates figures to 
be considered later in the meeting.  
 
It was agreed to recommend that Council continues with the provision of core 
funding, to the amount of £3,500, towards the Lough Neagh Partnership and that 
this request be included in the 2020/21 estimates.  
 
4.2 Belfast Hills Partnership – Annual Report 2019 

 
The Head of Parks & Amenities reminded Members of the Council’s ongoing 
commitment in supporting the Belfast Hills Partnership through the provision of 
£16,000 annually towards its core funding. At the meeting, the Head of Parks & 
Amenities provided Members with a copy of the Belfast Hills Partnership 2019 
Annual Report for consideration. Members were advised that in line with previous 
years, a provision of £16,000 has been included in the 2020/21 estimates process.  
 
Councillor U Mackin asked if the Council had representation on the Belfast Hills 
Partnership as it was not clear in the Annual Report. The Head of Parks & 
Amenities advised Members that Alderman T Morrow was nominated to the one 
position on this external body.  
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Council note the Belfast Hills Partnership 
2019 Annual Report and further note that the provision of £16,000 funding towards 
the Belfast Hills Partnership has been included in the 2020/21 estimates. 
 
4.3 Hill Street Play Park and Open Space 

 
The Head of Parks & Amenities advised Members that he had recently attended a 
meeting with the Hill Street Residents Group and that during this meeting, the 
Group made a number of requests of the Council in relation to the Hill Street Play 
Park and adjacent Open Space, detailed below: 
 
(i) That the Council consider increasing the height of the fence around the play 

park from 1.2m to 2.4m. This measure has been requested following an 
increase in anti-social behaviour in the vicinity and safeguarding concerns 
raised by the Group. If the Council agrees to this request, planning 
permission will be required to increase the fence height. 

(ii) That the Council create a ‘kick about’ full sized grass pitch on the open 
space, located within the flood plain.  
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The Committee were advised of concerns relating to the Council’s ability to drain 
the proposed “kick about” area due to it being included within the flood plain for the   
River Lagan and were advised on the associated costs with these requests.  
4.3 Hill Street Play Park and Open Space (cont.) 
 
Following a discussion, it was agreed to recommend to Council, that subject to 
planning permission, the height of the fence surrounding the Hill Street Play Park 
be increased to 2.4m. It was further noted that due to concerns relating to the 
Council’s ability to drain the open space area, that further investigations would be 
undertaken to determine the feasibility of creating a ‘kick about’ area and that 
these investigations would be reported back to the Committee in due course. 
 
Councillor R Carlin entered the meeting at the commencement of this item at 
6.14pm. 

 
5. Report of Head of Cultural and Community Services (Acting) 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the (Acting) Head of 
Cultural and Community Services be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded 
below. 
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley advised Members that the reports were 
compiled by the (Acting) Head of Cultural and Community Services but would be 
presented by the new Head of Communities who he then introduced to the 
Committee. The Head of Communities agreed to circulate her contact details to all 
Council Members after the Committee meeting. 
 
5.1 Victory in Europe Celebrations: Community Grant Fund Scheme 

 
The Head of Communities reminded Members of the decision taken in October 
2019, to provide a small-scale funding programme, totalling £15,000 to support 
local community/voluntary organisations wishing to celebrate the anniversary of 
Victory in Europe in May 2020. The Committee was advised, that subject to 
Council approval, the funding would be delivered in line with the following 
conditions: 
 
(i) That grant applications will only be accepted from constituted 

community/voluntary organisations from within the Council area; 
(ii) That a maximum award granted to any one group would be limited to £500; 
(iii) That this scheme would operate under the same guidelines as previous 

Council grants schemes that facilitated street parties and community 
events; 

(iv) That all events undertaken in association with this grant must take place 
between Friday 1st May and Saturday 9th May 2020; and 

(v) That the scheme will be open to applications from Friday 7th February until 
Friday 6th March 2020. 

 
It was agreed to recommend to Council that the Community Grant Fund scheme 
be approved and progressed as outlined.  
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5.2 Carnegie UK Trust Update – Engaging Libraries – Phase 2 Projects 

Announcement  
 

The Community Planning Manager provided the Committee with correspondence 
received from the Carnegie UK Trust announcing that 14 projects across 16 library 
services will participate in the Engaging Libraries Phase 2 programme, originally 
piloted during 2017 – 2018. This programme will be delivered by the Carnegie UK 
Trust, Wellcome and the Wolfson Foundation and will involve the 16 library 
services undertaking a three to six month development period with a bespoke 
programme of events and workshops. The successful projects will receive funding 
to deliver public engagements events with research in health, society and culture 
and to foster partnerships between public libraries and researchers. The Libraries 
NI project will examine ‘Turning Heads: Hair as Culture and Identity’.  
 
It was agreed that the Council note this correspondence from the Carnegie UK 
Trust and that the Community Planning Manager would provide the Committee 
with any updates as necessary.  
 
Verbal Item: 
 
5.3 Delegated Authority Request – Good Relations Action Plan 2020-21 
 
The Head of Communities reminded Members that the Council delivers a Good 
Relation Action Plan on an annual basis, which receives funding from The 
Executive Office and that the Council has been invited to submit an application 
under the District Council Good Relations Programme for 2020/21. A submission 
of a Good Relations Action Plan should be provided to The Executive Office by the 
14th February 2020.  
 
Due to the tight timeframe, it was requested that delegated authority be granted to 
the Leisure and Community Development Committee to consider and approve the 
Council’s Good Relations Action Plan at the February meeting to allow the Council 
to meet this deadline. 
 
During the discussion of this item, Councillor S Skillen commented that as part of 
the Good Relations Plan in Dundonald a beacon was to be installed in Moat Park 
but to date, this had not happened and asked if it could be progressed through 
Good Relations.  
 
It was agreed to recommend to Council that delegated authority be granted to the 
Committee to consider and approve the Council’s Good Relations Action Plan to 
allow a submission to made to The Executive Office before 14th February 2020.  

 
6. Report of Head of Sports Services 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Sports Services 
be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
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6.1 2020 Northern Ireland Tenpin Bowling Open Championships: Request for 

Financial Assistance  
 

Members were reminded of the support provided by the Council in relation to the 
NI Tenpin Bowling Open Championship event in 2019, and furnished with a letter 
received from the organisation asking for similar assistance in 2020 to hold this 
tournament.  The Committee was also reminded of the success of this event. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Council provide the facilities of Dundonald 
International Ice Bowl for the 2020 NI Tenpin Bowling Open Championships and 
further provide £2,000 in financial assistance to support the organisation of this 
tournament. 

 
6.2 Vitality Household Membership - Update 
 
The Committee was furnished with an update report relating to the Vitality 
Household Membership. The Head of Sports Service advised Members that there 
was inaccurate information recorded in the report in relation to the membership 
numbers due to a fault in the Legend software used and the actual figures should 
read 4,090 in membership packages which equates to 10,608 total members. The 
Head of Sports Services advised that while this may seem disappointing, it was 
still ahead of target. The Head of Sports Service reassured the Committee that the 
financial information listed in the report was still accurate. 
 
The report provided highlighted the impact of the initiative, not just from a 
quantitative perspective but also the Health and Wellbeing benefits for families in 
the Council area and outlined the findings from feedback received by users. The 
Head of Sports Services stated that 408 responses had been received from a 
survey and from this 80% of users stated that the main attraction was the value for 
money offered by the scheme and 83% of users being satisfied or very satisfied 
with the service provided. The Head of Sports Services highlighted that he was 
aware of a number of negatives, such as classes being booked by Vitality 
members and not attending meaning that spaces were not available for other 
users, but that measures were being taken to mitigate these issues.  
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley, commended the work undertaken by the Head 
of Sports Services and his team in developing the successful Vitality programme 
and in particular, referenced the testimony supplied by the mother of an autistic 
child, who was able to create invaluable family time for her whole family.  
 
Following a number of questions, it was agreed that the Council note this report. 
 
Councillor N Anderson entered the meeting at the end of this item at 6.29pm. 
 

7. Confidential Report from the Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing  
 
The Chairman advised that the reasons for confidentiality for the items contained 
in the Confidential Report were as set out in the agenda, namely; 
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7.1 Leisure & Community Wellbeing Directorate: Draft Financial Estimates 
2020-2021 

 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
 
7.2 Replacement of Flat Roof at Lagan Valley LeisurePlex 
 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
 
7.3 Procurement of Arboricultural Framework – Tender Report 
 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
 
“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Hon. N Trimble, seconded by Councillor R 
McLernon, and agreed that the Confidential Report of the Director of Leisure & 
Community Wellbeing be considered “In Committee”, in the absence of members 
of the press and public being present. 
 
It was agreed that the Confidential Report and recommendations of the Director of 
Leisure & Community Wellbeing be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded 
below and other items noted: 
 
7.1 Leisure & Community Wellbeing Directorate: Draft Financial Estimates 

2020-21 
 
The Committee was furnished with the following documents: 

 
(i) Leisure and Community Services 2020/2021 Payroll, Non payroll and 

Income expenditure; 
(ii) Estimates 2020/2021 Location Report; 
(iii) Renewal and Repairs Account;  
(iv) Five Year Capital Programme 2020/21 – 2024/25; and 
(v) Report from the Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing – Draft 

Financial Estimates 2020/21. 
 

The Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing presented the information 
contained in the report and finished by recording his thanks to all the staff involved 
in the preparation of this report. Following this presentation, the Director, Chief 
Executive and Heads of Service responded to a number of questions raised by the 
Members.  
 
During the discussion of this item, it was agreed that: 
 
(i) A breakdown of the estimated Capital Underspend for 2019/20 be provided 

to Members; 
(ii) Going forward the Council may consider creating a Rate Setting Strategy; 
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7.1 Leisure & Community Wellbeing Directorate: Draft Financial Estimates 

2020-21 (cont.) 
 
(iii) Officers keep the Councillors informed regarding the ongoing improvements 

being made to the procurement process;   
(iv) Any budgets transferred between Directorates as part of the Council’s 

restructuring process, be clearly identified in the draft estimates papers 
presented at the upcoming Committee meetings; and 

(v) Consideration be given at the Corporate Services Committee to how 
Council can absorb the anticipated loss of income as a result of necessary 
repairs being undertaken to facilities, rather than passing it on to the rate 
payer. 

 
As part of the consideration process, a number of Members raised projects within 
their local area that they felt should have provision made within the estimates 
process. Alderman A Grehan requested that provision be made to assist 
Ballymacash Sport Academy in developing its changing facilities and other 
Members participated in this discussion. The Chairman indicated that he had 
earlier been advised by officers that an approach had recently been received from 
Ballymacash Sports Academy requesting permission to make a presentation to the 
Committee in relation to this project. In line with the policy agreed by Members 
whereby organisations were required to meet with the Chairman and Director prior 
to being received at Committee, he had agreed to such a meeting. It was agreed 
that a presentation from Ballymacash Sports Academy would be received by the 
Committee in March to evaluate its needs. The Director of Leisure & Community 
Wellbeing highlighted that any support for the project would require to follow the 
Council’s agreed Capital Programme development and approval processes.   
 
It was proposed by Alderman A Grehan and seconded by The Right Worshipful 
the Mayor, Councillor A Givan, and agreed to recommend to Council that the draft 
Financial Estimates for the Leisure and Community Wellbeing Directorate for the 
Financial Year 2020/21 be approved, subject to the considerations outlined above. 
 
At this point in the meeting Councillor D J Craig stated that he thought the increase 
in the Directorate’s budget was too high and he opposed the recommendation 
made.   

 
During the discussion of this item Councillor D J Craig and N Anderson left the 
meeting at 7.20pm and returned to meeting at 7.25pm and 7.26pm respectively. 
Councillor S Skillen left the meeting at 7.26pm and returned at 7.29pm.  
 
7.2 Replacement of Flat Roof at Lagan Valley LeisurePlex 
  
The Committee was provided with an options paper and financial appraisal in 
relation to the above and it was agreed to recommend that the Council accept 
Option 3 - Replace the existing flat roof surface creating a sealed facility for a 
minimum 15 year period.  
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7.3 Procurement of Arboricultural Framework – Tender Report 
 
It was agreed to note the recommendation of the tender report for the Procurement 
of Arboricultural Framework as outlined in the report.  
 

8. Any Other Business 
 
 8.1    Anti-Social Behaviour in Council Facilities   
                   Head of Parks & Amenities 
 

The Head of Parks & Amenities informed the Committee of a number of anti-social 
behaviour incidents that occurred over the Christmas and New Year period within 
the Council parks. Following a number of questions which were answered by the 
Head of Parks & Amenities, it was agreed that the Committee would appraised of 
any updates on these incidents and that the Council would continue to work with 
the PSNI and local schools where appropriate to prevent anti-social behaviour 
incidents if possible.  
 
“Resumption of Normal Business” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by Councillor Hon. N Trimble, 
and agreed to come out of Committee and normal business was resumed.  
 
8.2 Ulster Grand Prix and Dundrod Motorcycle Club  
  The Right Worshipful, the Mayor, Councillor A Givan 
 
The Right Worshipful, the Mayor, Councillor A Givan asked if an update report 
regarding the Ulster Grand Prix could be brought to the Committee following 
concerns that it may not take place this year.  It was agreed that the Director 
would bring a report to the February Committee meeting.  
 
8.3 Peace IV Programme – Outstanding Payments 
  Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Councillor Jenny Palmer stated that she was aware that a number of outstanding 
payments arising from the Peace IV Programme and asked that these could be 
examined. It was agreed that if more details could be provided to the Head of 
Communities, that this would be investigated. 
 
Councillor M Guy left the meeting at 8.03pm. 
 
8.4 Drumbo Men’s Shed 
  Councillor A Swan 
 
Councillor A Swan reminded the Committee of a decision taken at the November 
meeting in reference to the Council leasing a building to Drumbo Men’s Shed and 
asked if this decision could be progressed as soon as possible.  It was agreed that 
the Head of Communities would liaise Councillor A Swan in relation to this item. 
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8.5 Mayor’s Charity Fundraising Committee 
  Councillor H Legge 
 
Councillor H Legge informed the Committee of a concert entitled ‘Fly Me To The 
Moon’ which has arranged for the Mayor’s Charity on Tuesday 4th February 2020 
with tickets priced at £10 each and invited all Members to attend if possible. It was 
further agreed that the next meeting of the Leisure and Community Development 
Committee would start at 5.30pm to allow Members to attend the concert. 
 
Councillor M Guy returned to the meeting at 8.05pm. 
 
8.6 Lagan Valley Regional Park 
  Councillor Hon. N Trimble 
 
Councillor Hon. N Trimble nominated Councillor A Swan to take the second 
position on the Regional Lagan Valley Park board, as discussed as part of the 
Director’s report. It was agreed to recommend to Council that Councillor A Swan 
and Councillor Jenny Palmer be the Council’s nominations to Lagan Valley 
Regional Park board.  
 
8.7 NILGA Conference - ‘Valuing Data and Evidence’ Workshop   
  Community Planning Manager 
 
The Community Planning Manager reminded the Committee of the invitation 
received by all Council Members from HR, inviting Members to attend a NILGA 
Conference at Craigavon Civic Centre on 14th January 2020 entitled ‘Valuing Data 
and Evidence’ Workshop. The Community Planning Manager advised Members 
that Councillor H Legge had previously attended a similar conference, and 
encouraged other Councillors to register as the content would be useful in 
rethinking how the Council can deliver its services.  
 
8.8 12th July Parade – Infrastructure Support 
  Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley 
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley, advised the Committee that the annual Twelfth 
July Parade was being hosted by Magheragall District Orange Lodge in 2020 and 
referred to the infrastructure support that was provided in 2019, when hosted by 
Glenavy District Orange Lodge.  It was agreed that the same support would be 
provided again this year.  

 
Conclusion of Meeting 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 8.09pm. 
 
 
 
 
             
                   Mayor/Chairman 
 
 
 


