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 LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure and Community Development Committee 
held in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn and remotely, on Tuesday, 5th 
January 2021 at 6.04pm 
 
PRESENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESENT IN A 
REMOTE LOCATION: 
 
 

Alderman M Henderson MBE (Chairman) 
 
The Right Worshipful The Mayor  
Councillor Hon. Nicholas Trimble 
 
Alderman A Grehan  
 
Councillor D J Craig  
 
Councillor D Honeyford (Vice Chairman) 
 
Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Alderman J Tinsley 
 
Councillors N Anderson, R T Beckett, R Carlin, A Gowan, 
S Hughes, H Legge, A McIntyre, R McLernon 
and S Skillen  

 
OTHER MEMBERS 
PRESENT IN A 
REMOTE LOCATION: 

 
Alderman S Martin 
 
Councillors A Givan, S Lee and John Palmer 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
 
 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE IN A 
REMOTE LOCATION: 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
Acting Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
Member Services Officers 
Technicians 
IT Support 
 
Chief Executive 
Head of Parks and Amenities 
Head of Sports Services 
Acting Head of Communities 
 

Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman of the Committee, Alderman M Henderson extended a welcome and 
wished a Happy New Year to all present in the Chamber, those attending remotely and 
to everyone watching on the live stream.  
 
The Chairman further welcomed Mrs Angela McCann to her first meeting as the newly 
appointed Acting Head of Communities and wished her success in her new post. 
 
The Chairman outlined a number housekeeping points and then asked that any Member 
entering or leaving the meeting alert him accordingly so that the Member Services 
Officer might accurately reflect arrival and departure times in the minutes. 
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1. Apologies 
 

No apologies were recorded.  
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
  

The Chairman, Alderman M Henderson invited Members to declare any interests 
they might have in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of 
the requirement that they complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard 
which had been provided at their places. There were no declarations of interests 
made at this stage of the meeting. During the course of the meeting the following 
written declaration was submitted: 
 

 Councillor D J Craig declared a non-pecuniary interest in relation to Item 
5.1 Draft Estimates 2021/2022 (Item 04423) as Chairman of Laurelhill 
Board of Governors and Chairman of Sports Zone and member of 
Educational Authority Board. 

 
3. Report from the Acting Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing  
 

It was agreed that the main report and recommendations of the Acting Director of 
Leisure and Community Wellbeing be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded 
below. 
 
3.1 Performance Improvement Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) 1st and 2nd 

Quarter Review 
 
The Acting Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing presented the 
Committee with the department’s Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for the 1st 
Quarter (April to June 2020) and the 2nd Quarter (July to September 2020). 
Members asked for clarification regarding a number of performance indicators 
which were addressed by the Acting Director and the Heads of Services. The 
Head of Sports Services agreed to provide further information regarding the total 
Vitality Members to The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor Hon. N Trimble.  

 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by The Right Worshipful the 
Mayor, Councillor Hon. N Trimble and agreed to recommend that Council approve 
these reports.  
 
3.2 Community Support Programme, DFC Funding 
 
The Committee was presented with a report updating Members on the Community 
Support Programme and additional funding streams from the Department for 
Communities (DFC). Members were reminded of the existing partnerships 
established between the Council and Lisburn Food Bank and The Resurgam Trust 
and advised that the following financial assistance had been approved in 
December 2020 to support vulnerable communities with access to food, fuel 
poverty, holiday hunger and connectivity: 
 

 £14,900 for Resurgam Trust – Food Access Fund; 

 £4,820 for LCC Community Trust – Food Access Fund; and 

 £15,200 for LCC Community Trust – Warm, Well and Connected. 
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3.2 Community Support Programme, DFC Funding (cont.) 
 
The Acting Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing advised that DFC had 
indicated additional funding streams would be available for food and essential 
supplies, warm, well and connected and volunteer support and there was currently 
uncommitted funds totalling £194,187.71. Members were reminded that officers 
were continuing to progress a number of programmes to include: 
 

 Financial Assistance Programme; 

 Data Poverty and Connectivity; 

 Partnership Programme for vulnerable families with Barnardo’s, South 
Eastern Trust and Belfast Trust; 

 Direct Programming Community Centre Support; 

 Financial and Debt Management; and 

 Health and Wellbeing programme-supporting positive mental health. 
  
Following the presentation of this report, a discussion ensued with Members 
seeking further clarification on a number of issues including: 
 

 How the programmes can support mental health;  

 Possible provision of food parcels by Council/DfC during upcoming 
lockdown; 

 Governance structures in place to administer funds quickly and correctly; 

 Provision of a table outlining the funds received to date and what was 
allocated against them; 

 The Acting Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing advised Members 
that governance structures had been established under both the previous 
grant aid programmes and current partnerships. To date there had been no 
confirmation from the Department for Communities regarding the provision 
of food parcels, but the Committee would be kept appraised of any 
developments. The Acting Director also advised that particularly the Arts 
and Communities programmes focussed on positive mental health; 

 The Acting Director agreed to circulate a table outlining the programme of 
funds. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor H Legge, seconded by Councillor S Skillen and 
agreed that the Council note this update.  
 
During the discussion of this item Councillor A Gowan left the meeting remotely at 
6.19pm. 
 

4. Report from the Head of Parks and Amenities 
 
It was agreed that the main report and recommendations of the Head of Parks and 
Amenities be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
4.1 Ballymacash Sports Academy  
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities reminded the Committee that the Council has a 
25 year lease agreement with Ballymacash Sports Academy regarding a facility at 
Rushmore Drive. The Academy have recently completed the installation of a 3G  
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4.1 Ballymacash Sports Academy (cont.) 
 
pitch and have asked permission from the Council, as landlord, to convert an area 
of this facility into small allotments and a community garden. The Committee was 
provided with photographs of the area. The Head of Parks and Amenities advised 
that The Academy has received positive feedback from the local community who 
support this initiative and have been working with the Andy Allen Veterans Charity 
(AAVNI) to develop a garden to help veterans with PTSD and other Mental Health 
considerations. The Head of Parks and Amenities advised that if the Council 
acceded to this request, an amendment to the Permitted Use contained in the 
current lease would be required. 
 
Members welcomed this request and commended The Academy for taking the 
initiative in developing this area into a space that can be used by the local 
community and in particular, for veterans across the Council area. Alderman A 
Grehan spoke of the importance of allowing veterans to come together in an 
outdoor space to discuss shared experiences in combatting PTSD and improving 
mental health. This sentiment was echoed by Alderman J Tinsley, the Deputy 
Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer and Councillors D J Craig and S Skillen. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman A Grehan, seconded by The Right Worshipful the 
Mayor, Councillor Hon. N Trimble and agreed to recommend that Council approve 
the request to amend the Permitted Use on the lease with Ballymacash Sports 
Academy to reflect the Council’s approval to utilise an area of the site for small 
allotments and community garden.  
 

5. Any Other Business 
 

5.1 Ballymacash Sports Academy – Financial Provision 
  Alderman A Grehan 
 
Alderman A Grehan requested an update on the financial provision that had been 
raised as part of the 2020/2021 Draft Estimates process for Ballymacash Sports 
Academy. It was agreed that officers would look into this and provide an update to 
Alderman A Grehan. 
 
5.2 Football Pitches at the LeisurePlex 
  The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer referred to complaints received about 
young people entering the caged areas at the LeisurePlex by climbing the fences 
to use the 3G football pitches and asked what measures had been taken to secure 
the premises with no Council staff currently on site. The Head of Sports Services 
advised that he was reviewing CCTV and site security and as this was a new 
issue, he would keep it under review and update Members accordingly. 
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5.3 Council Parks 
  Councillor S Skillen 
 
Councillor S Skillen raised the following points regarding parks within the Council 
area: 
 

(i) Request that the one way system at Billy Neill MBE Country Park be re-
introduced. Later in the meeting, Alderman J Tinsley and Councillor S 
Hughes echoed the request to reintroduce the one way system in Moira 
Demense and Wallace Park respectively and asked that a message be 
communicated on social media encouraging park users to comply with 
regulations and follow signs erected. The Head of Parks and Amenities 
agreed to take these concerns forward and erect directional signage 
previously used in the Council’s parks.  
 

(ii) Use of CCTV in Billy Neill MBE Country Park following the discovery of food 
possibly laced with poison and left for animals to eat. The Head of Parks 
and Amenities advised that he was aware of this issue and advised that 
staff remained vigilant and were liaising with the PSNI. He indicated that 
given the expanse of the park CCTV would not cover the entire area. 
 

(iii) Request for a report regarding access to Billy Neill MBE Country Park from 
Millmount Village to be brought to the Committee. The Head of Parks and 
Amenities stated that he was aware of this issue and had provided advice 
to the Member on this previously. A report on this issue will be brought to 
the Committee at a later date.  
 

(iv) Dog Fouling at Moat Park – Councillor S Skillen advised that there was a 
problem with dog fouling at Moat Park and asked if additional signage and 
bins could be provided to encourage dog owners to be more responsible. 
The Head of Parks and Amenities advised that there were already 
significant bins and signage located within Moat Park but that he would 
pass this information to colleagues within Environmental Services so that 
the park could be patrolled by enforcement officers.  

 
5.4 Hilden Primary School 
  The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor Hon. N Trimble 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor Hon. N Trimble, requested an update 
on the progress of the development of Hilden Primary School. The Acting Director 
of Leisure and Community Wellbeing provided a verbal update stating that Covid-
19 restrictions had slowed progress but that work was still ongoing by Museum 
and Heritage staff regarding the development phase. The Acting Director had 
recently held a meeting with a representative of the National Lottery Heritage Fund 
who was happy with the progress made. The Acting Director further advised that a 
meeting of the project board had taken place prior to Christmas with another 
meeting scheduled for early 2021. 
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5.5 Use of Drones within Council Facilities  
  Councillor N Anderson  
 
Councillor N Anderson asked for guidance on the use of drones within Council 
owned facilities following a request from a football club to take aerial pictures of 
the premises for promotional material. The Head of Parks and Amenities advised 
that according to the Council’s Bye-Laws the use of drones were not permitted. It 
was agreed that the Head of Parks and Amenities would liaise with Councillor N 
Anderson to further understand the request.   
 
5.6 Lough Moss Park  
  Councillor S Lee  
 
Councillor S Lee placed on record his appreciation for the recent work undertaken 
at Lough Moss Park, including the planting of trees and construction of new paths, 
by the Council’s Parks and Amenities team. He stated that the feedback from the 
local community had been very positive. 
 
5.7 Congratulations  
  Councillor John Palmer 
 
Councillor John Palmer offered congratulations to Councillor N Anderson and his 
wife, Rachel, on the birth of their son and these sentiments were echoed by other 
Committee members. 
 

6. Confidential Report from the Acting Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing  
 
The Chairman advised that the reasons for confidentiality were as set out in the 
agenda, i.e.:- 
 
6.1 Draft Estimates 2021/2022 
 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
 
6.2 Hydebank Playing Fields – Tender Evaluation Report 
   
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
 
“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor Hon. N Trimble, 
seconded by Councillor D J Craig and agreed that the confidential report of the 
Acting Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing be considered “In 
Committee”, in the absence of members of the press and public being present. 
 
It was agreed that the confidential reports and recommendations of the Acting 
Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing be adopted, subject to any decisions 
recorded below and other items noted: 
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6.1 Draft Estimates 2021/2022 
 (Agenda Item 5.1 Refers) 
 
The Committee was furnished with the following documents: 

 
(i) Summary Report from the Acting Director of Leisure & Community 

Wellbeing – Draft Financial Estimates 2021/2022; 
(ii) Leisure and Community Wellbeing Draft Estimates 2021/2022; 
(iii) Leisure and Community Services 2021/2022 Payroll, Non payroll and 

Income expenditure; 
(iv) Estimates 2020/2021 Location Report; 
(v) Renewals and Repairs Account; and 
(vi) Draft Capital Programme Listing.   

 
The Acting Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing presented the 
information contained in the report to the Committee and advised Members that 
the current financial year had been challenging and as move into 2021/22 many of 
these challenges remain. There are a number of unknowns regarding the impact of 
Covid-19, the Brexit transition and access to funding. The current year had seen a 
reduction in income and it was likely this would continue into the new financial 
year.  
 
The Acting Director further advised that the assumptions around the reductions 
reflected the best estimates at this time and that officers had been prudent when 
reviewing and drafting the estimates for Members consideration.  
Following this presentation, the Acting Director and Heads of Service responded to 
a number of questions raised by the Members. Officers agreed to provide further 
clarification to Members as detailed below: 
 

 Further breakdown and information regarding the Age Friendly programme 
to be provided to Alderman A Grehan; 

 Further breakdown of salaries of Lough Moss Leisure Centre to be provided 
to Alderman A Grehan; and 

 Further breakdown of budget received for each of the satellite centres 
across the Council area to be provided to Councillor John Palmer. 

 
Alderman A Grehan asked that the Acting Director of Leisure and Community 
Wellbeing consider increasing the budget allocated for the Arts and Community 
programmes such as summer schemes as these had proved beneficial during 
previous lockdowns and it was agreed the Acting Director would follow up with 
Alderman A Grehan.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig and seconded by The Right Worshipful 
the Mayor, Councillor Hon. N Trimble, and agreed to recommend to Council that 
the draft Financial Estimates for the Leisure and Community Wellbeing Directorate 
for the Financial Year 2021/22 be approved, subject to the considerations outlined 
above. 
 
At the end of this item, the Chairman Alderman M Henderson, on behalf of the 
Committee, placed his thanks to Acting Director, Heads of Services and all those 
involved with drafting this year’s Estimates on record.  
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During the discussion of this item Councillor N Anderson left the meeting remotely 
at 7.03pm and returned to meeting at 7.18pm. 
 
6.2 Hydebank Playing Fields – Tender Evaluation Report  
  (Agenda Item 5.2 Refers) 
 
Members had been provided with a revised report that included the tender 
evaluation report in advance of the meeting.  
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities reminded Members that at the December 
meeting of Council, delegated authority had been granted to the Committee in 
relation to this tender due to the tight timescales for the Council to secure funding 
from the NI Rural Development Fund. It was noted that a number of items have 
been removed from the contract in order to bring the budget in line with the eligible 
grant conditions and that this contract would only be awarded if the Council was 
successful with this grant application.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor R Carlin and 
agreed by the Committee, under delegated authority, to note the award of the 
tender for the construction of the paths at Hydebank playing fields as outlined in 
the report. 
 
“Resumption of Normal Business” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by The Right Worshipful the 
Mayor, Councillor Hon. N Trimble and agreed to come out of Committee and 
normal business was resumed. 

 
The Chairman, Alderman M Henderson thanked everyone for attending the 
meeting and thanked those who had been watching on the live stream. As there 
was no further business, the meeting concluded at 7.22pm. 

 
 
 
 
            
                    Mayor/Chairman 


