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 LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure and Community Development Committee 
held in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn and remotely, on Tuesday, 4th 
January 2022 at 6.01pm 
 
PRESENT: 
 
 
 
PRESENT IN A 
REMOTE LOCATION: 
 

Councillor S Skillen (Chairperson) 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor Alderman S Martin 
 
Deputy Mayor Councillor T Mitchell; Aldermen A Grehan 
and J Tinsley; and Councillors N Anderson, R T Beckett,  
R Carlin, A Gowan, M Guy, D Honeyford, S Hughes,  
A McIntyre and John Palmer  

 
OTHER MEMBERS 
PRESENT IN A 
REMOTE LOCATION: 

 
Councillors A Givan, J Laverty and John Palmer 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
 
 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE IN A 
REMOTE LOCATION: 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
Member Services Officers (BF & EW) 
Technicians 
IT Support 
 
Chief Executive 
Head of Parks and Amenities 
Head of Sports Services 
Head of Communities 
 

1. Apologies 
 

Apologies were accepted on behalf of Councillors D J Craig and Jenny Palmer.  
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 
In relation to item 4.2, ‘Technical Assistance & Feasibility Fund Proposal’, the following 
declarations of interest were declared: 
  

 The Chairperson, Councillor S Skillen, declared a non-pecuniary interest in that 
she was a member of the Ballybeen Improvement Group; and   

 Councillor A Gowan declared a non-pecuniary interest in that a family member 
was associated with Lisnagarvey Hockey Club. 

 
3. Report from the Head of Parks and Amenities 
 

3.1      George Best Community Cup   
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities reminded the Committee that the George Best 
Community Cup was the largest football tournament for people with disabilities in 
the UK. The Irish Football Association had hosted the competition since 2005 and, 
in 2019, the event had attracted 63 teams with over 500 participants.  
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He indicated that the IFA had again approached the Council seeking its support in 
the hosting of the event in 2022. He outlined the opportunities that sponsorship of 
the event would provide to the Council in terms of promoting disability sport and 
also the economic and tourism benefits that the event would bring to the Council 
area.  
 
Accordingly, he recommended that the Committee approve sponsorship for the 
IFA in the sum of £650 to cover the costs associated with facility hire at the Billy 
Neill MBE Country Park on 23rd and 24th June 2022. 
 
It was proposed by Deputy Mayor Councillor T Mitchell, seconded by Councillor S 
Hughes, and agreed that the Committee adopt the recommendation of the Head of 
Parks and Amenities.  
 

4. Confidential Report of the Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing  
 
The Chairperson advised the Committee that the reasons for confidentiality for the 
following matters were, as set out in the agenda, ‘confidential by virtue of Section 
6, Part 1 of the Local Government Act (2014) Northern Ireland, i.e., information 
relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the 
Council holding that information)’. 
 
“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by The Right Worshipful the Mayor Alderman S Martin, seconded 
by Deputy Mayor Councillor T Mitchell, and agreed that the confidential report of 
the Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing be considered “In Committee”, in 
the absence of members of the press and public being present. 
 
4.1 Draft Financial Estimates 2022/2023 
 

(Councillor N Anderson joined the meeting at 6:08pm) 
 

The Committee considered the following documents, which outlined the estimates 
of expenditure for the Department during the financial year 2022/23:  

 

 Departmental narrative summary 

 Full draft estimates 

 Payroll, non-payroll and income for the Directorate 

 Draft estimates by location code 

 Repairs and Renewals for the Directorate 

 Draft Capital Programme Listing 
 

The Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing spoke to the report and advised 
the Committee that the draft estimates had been prepared within the context of the 
ongoing pandemic and its associated risks. As such, the figures presented had 
been based on a number of assumptions in relation to operational models and 
projected income during the financial year. She added that officers had been 
prudent when reviewing and drafting the estimates, which were in line with the 
Interim Corporate Plan.  
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During discussion, the Director and the Heads of Service responded to a number 
of questions and clarified a range of matters which had been raised by Members.  

 
It was proposed by Alderman A Grehan, seconded by Councillor John Palmer, and 
agreed that the Committee approve the draft Financial Estimates for the Leisure 
and Community Wellbeing Directorate for 2022/23. 
 
4.2      Technical Assistance & Feasibility Fund Proposal’ 
   
(Both the Chairperson, Councillor S Skillen, and Councillor A Gowan, who had 
declared interests in this matter, retired from the meeting for this item and took no 
part in the discussion or voting).  

 
(The Deputy Chairman, Councillor R T Beckett, in the Chair). 

 
The Head of Communities outlined the principal aspects of a report and clarified a 
number of matters which had been raised by Members.  
 
After discussion, it was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by 
Alderman A Grehan, and agreed that the Committee: 
 

 note the content of the report and associated appendix which outlines the 
outcome of the assessment process;  

 adopt Option 1 as set out in the report and agree that an additional sum be 
added to the grant programme and sourced from within DEA/departmental 
underspends; and that 

 an evaluation be carried out to assess the success of the programme and 
also to link in with those groups which had been unsuccessful.  

 
      4.3      Replacement Mini Tractors – Financial Appraisal  
 

(The Chairperson, Councillor S Skillen, in the Chair). 
 

It was proposed by Councillor John Palmer, seconded by Councillor N Anderson, 
and agreed that the Committee approve the above-mentioned Financial Appraisal 
to enable the Department to proceed with the replacement of three mini tractors.  

 
      4.4      Woodland Trust Emergency Tree Fund 

 
The Committee was reminded that the Council, at its meeting on 15th December, 
had delegated power to the Committee to consider this item of business. 
Accordingly, the Head of Parks and Amenities outlined the main aspects of a 
further report in relation to the Council’s proposed participation in the above-
mentioned scheme.  

 
It was moved by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley, and 
agreed that the Committee adopt the recommendations of the Head of Parks and 
Amenities and note that an update report in this regard be submitted for 
consideration in February.  
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      4.5      Procurement of Provision of Arboriculture Advice 
 

It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Alderman A Grehan, and 
agreed that the Committee note the outcome of the tendering process and award 
of contract for the above-mentioned service.  

 
      4.6      Catering Provision – Sports Service Facilities   
 

It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Alderman A Grehan, and 
agreed that the Committee authorise the undertaking of a procurement exercise 
for the tender for catering provision at Sport Services facilities and noted the steps 
to be undertaken to ensure that the most economically advantageous outcome 
would be achieved by the Council. 

 
“Resumption of Normal Business” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Alderman A Grehan, and 
agreed to come out of Committee and normal business be resumed. 

 
5. Any Other Business 

 
5.1      Parks and Amenities Staff 
 
Councillor U Mackin advised the Committee that he had visited a number of parks 
over the Christmas period and expressed his gratitude to the staff who had worked 
so hard to maintain the high presentational standards across the various sites.   
 
The Committee concurred with the comments of Councillor U Mackin and agreed 
that its thanks be conveyed to staff within the Department.   

 
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 7:37pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
            
                    Mayor/Chairperson 


