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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure and Community Development Committee 
held in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, on Tuesday, 4th February at 
5:39pm 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Alderman J Tinsley  (Chairman) 
 
Councillor H Legge (Vice-Chairman) 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor J McCarthy 
 
Alderman A Grehan  
 
Councillors N Anderson, R T Beckett, R Carlin, D J Craig, 
A Gowan, M Guy, D Honeyford, A McIntyre, Jenny Palmer,  
S Skillen and N Trimble  
 

OTHER MEMBERS: Councillor G McCleave 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
Head of Parks & Amenities 
Head of Sports Services 
Head of Communities 
Community Planning Manager 
Member Services Officer 

  
Commencement of the Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley, welcomed those present to the meeting and 
proceeded to outline the safety announcement in the case of an emergency. 
 
1. Apologies 

 
It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of 
the Councillor R McLernon.  

 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 

The Chairman invited Members to declare any Conflicts of Interest they might 
have in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of the 
requirement that they complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, which 
had been provided at the meeting. No interests were declared at this stage of the 
meeting. 
 
At the end of the meeting Councillor M Guy submitted a written non-pecuniary 
declaration of interest in respect of Item 4.4 Carryduff GAC – Request to Locate 
Shipping Container at Lough Moss as a Member of the Carryduff GAC and her 
son being a player. 
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2. Declarations of Interest (cont.) 
 

During the meeting Councillor D J Craig declared a pecuniary interest in relation to 
Item 5.2 Management of Youth Council Funding as he holds a remunerated 
positon as a member of the Education Authority Board. 

 
3. Report from Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing 
 

It was agreed that the main report and recommendations of the Director of Leisure 
and Community Wellbeing be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 
3.1 Irish Language Week [Seachtain na Gaeilge] 
 1st – 17th March 2020: Correspondence from Conradh na Gaeilge 
 
The Director provided the Committee with correspondence from Conradh na 
Gaeilge asking the Council to support Irish Language Week [Sechtain na Gaeilge] 
by organising events in the local area during 1st and 17th March 2020 and in future 
years. Members were advised that Conradh na Gaeilge had also requested that a 
fund be established to support local Irish language community groups hosting their 
own events during Irish Language Week. The Committee was reminded that there 
was no provision in the 2020/2021 Financial Estimates for this but that other grant 
schemes were available for Irish language community groups to apply to such as 
the Community Festivals Grant Fund or the Community Support Grant 
Programme. 
 
During the discussion of this item, Councillor N Anderson highlighted that the 
Council also has a Cultural Identity Grant which Conradh na Gaeilge could apply 
to and suggested that officers advise Conradh na Gaeilge of all the funding 
opportunities available from the Council. Councillor Jenny Palmer expressed 
concerns relating to the pitfalls of the Council establishing specific funds for 
particular groups especially as the Council area have more diversity than Irish 
Language and Ulster Scots groups. This point was echoed by Councillor M Guy 
who stated that more work was required than just balancing these two 
communities.  
 
It was agreed that Members note that relevant officers from the Communities Unit 
engage with Conradh na Gaeilge with a view to the organisation of events in the 
Council area during Seachtain na Gaeilge [Irish Language Week] during 1st - 17th 
March 2020 and engagement in future years.  
 
It was further agreed that the Committee would consider a report at a future date 
regarding the obligations placed on local councils following the out workings of the 
‘New Decade, New Approach’ Deal which specifically refers to the Irish language 
and culture and the Ulster Scots language and British culture, including possible 
funding opportunities that would arise from this. In the meantime, all funding 
opportunities would be forwarded to Conradh na Gaeilge. 
 
Councillor M Guy entered the meeting before this item began at 5.40pm. 
 
During the discussion of this item a Member of the press arrived at 5.41pm and 
Councillor Hon. N Trimble and Councillor A McIntyre entered the meeting at 
5.46pm and 5.59pm respectively. 
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3.2 Community Facilities: Killultagh – Draft Terms of Reference for Needs & 
Site Location Analysis 

 
Members were reminded the Committee had at a previous meeting considered the 
issue of community facilities in the Killultagh DEA and agreed that the Director 
bring back a Draft Terms of Reference for an audit, and needs analysis in this 
regard. Members were provided with a tabled item in relation to this, in hard copy 
prior to the commencement of the meeting. The Chairman reminded Members that 
this came following a request from Councillor D Honeyford regarding the lack of 
community facilities in Glenavy.  
 
The Director referred to the draft Terms of Reference and advised that the initial 
focus was to carry out an audit and needs analysis in relation to provision of 
community facilities within the Killultagh DEA.  
 
It was agreed to recommend to Council that the Terms of Reference be adopted. 
 
3.3 Seymour Hill Residents Association – Request for Assistance Towards a 

Needs Analysis & Feasibility Study for a Community Facility  
 
Members were reminded that when the land for the development of the Tolerton 
Sports Zone in Seymour Hill was transferred to the Council from Connswater 
Housing Association, an adjoining parcel of land was included in the transfer. It 
has been anticipated that this land could be developed for the purpose of a small 
community facility/centre at an appropriate future stage, however this 
redevelopment has not been included in the current Council’s Capital Programme. 
The Seymour Hill Residents Association have approached the Council asking that 
it commissions a Needs Analysis and Feasibility study, allowing the Association to 
progress an application to funders for third party grant assistance for the 
development of a community facility/centre when such an opportunity became 
available. The estimated cost of this study would be between £5,000 and £7,000, 
and it was noted that the community group and possible other statutory 
organisations would be prepared to contribute to this cost. It was noted that 
subject to Members’ agreement, any Council contribution could be met from 
current in year Departmental underspend.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by Councillor N Anderson and 
agreed to recommend that the Council would fund and commission a Needs 
Analysis and Feasibility study for this purpose on behalf of the Seymour Hill 
Resident’s Association, with a contribution to the costs being sought from the 
Association and other statutory organisations. 
 
3.4 Sport Lisburn & Castlereagh: Replacement Elected Member Nominee 
 
The Director advised the Committee that following the resignation of Alderman T 
Morrow, there was a vacancy for an elected Member to sit as an observer on 
Sports Lisburn & Castlereagh. It was proposed by Alderman A Grehan, seconded 
by Councillor M Guy and agreed to recommend to Council that Councillor D 
Honeyford be nominated to take this position on Sport Lisburn & Castlereagh. 
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3.5 75th Anniversary of VE Day – Royal British Legion [Lisburn Branch] 
Commemoration and Celebration Event 

The Director informed the Committee that correspondence had been received 
from the Royal British Legion (Lisburn Branch) outlining the commemoration and 
celebration events that it intends to host as part of the 75th Anniversary of VE Day 
on Friday 8th May 2020, namely a small act of remembrance followed by a street 
party in the city centre, and asked if the Council wished to participate in this event 
on the basis of a joint venture, to avoid any duplication.  

It was proposed by Alderman A Grehan, seconded by Vice-Chairman, Councillor 
H Legge and agreed to recommend that the Council agrees to participate in the 
event being organised by the Royal British Legion (RBL) (Lisburn Branch) as part 
of the 75th Anniversary of VE Day, subject to further discussions taking place 
between Council officers and representatives of the RBL (Lisburn Branch), with a 
further report on these events being considered at the March meeting of the 
Leisure and Community Development Committee.  

During the discussion of this item the Director of Service Transformation entered 
the meeting at 6.21pm and left again at 6.22pm.  

4. Report of Head of Parks & Amenities

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Parks & 
Amenities be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below.

(At its meeting held on 25 February 2020, the Council agreed that the following 
item would be referred back to Committee for further consideration.)

4.1 Outdoor Facilities – Alignment of Facility Availability

The Head of Parks & Amenities provided Members with a report relating to 
inconsistencies identified after the amalgamation of the former Lisburn City 
Council and Castlereagh Borough Council regarding the availability of outdoor 
sport facilities and pitches on Sundays. At present, residents can avail of children’s 
play parks, indoor sports facilities and golf courses at Council sites on a Sunday, 
however not all amenities have been made available for local residents wishing to 
hire and use outdoor sports facilities for organised sporting events on this day. 
Members were advised that customer facing services have been experiencing an 
increase in the usage demands and some customers have requested that facilities 
be available to hire on a Sunday. The only exception to this request would be in 
relation to Laurelhill Sports Zone where the existing Licence from the Education 
Authority does not permit use on Sundays.

It was agreed to recommend that Council regularise the position held by the 
Council by permitting the use of outdoor sports facilities including pitches on 
Sundays at all Council owned sites, in response to and where demand exists.

4.2 Tree Planting – Woodland Trust

The Head of Parks and Amenities provided the Committee with a report 
highlighting that Northern Ireland has the least woodland cover of any country in
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4.2 Tree Planting – Woodland Trust (cont.) 

the EU with only 8% wooded land compared to a European average of 46%. The 
report indicated that that current tree planting rates have been disappointing and 
unlikely to meet the Northern Ireland Executive commitment increasing the area of 
forest from 6% to 12% by 2050. To this end, the Head of Parks and Amenities 
referred to 10 hectares of under-utilised grass land at Billy Neill MBE Country Park 
which had been identified as space that could be leased to the Woodland Trust for 
the purpose of planting trees. To aid discussion of this item, the Head of Parks and 
Amenities, furnished Members with the following documents 

(i) Map of Billy Neill MBE Country Park with the proposed area for leasing
highlighted;

(ii) Draft Head of Terms for Lease; and
(iii) Research Report by Woodland Trust entitled ‘Trees of Turf? Best value in

managing urban green space.’

The Committee considered the Head of Parks and Amenities report, the draft 
Head of Terms for lease and information contained in the research report including 
the availability of government funding to assist with this project.  

It was agreed to recommend that the Council proceeds with the proposal to lease 
approximately ten hectares of land at Billy Neill MBE Country Park to the 
Woodland Trust for a period of ten years to allow it to plant approximately 20,000 
trees to assist in offsetting the Council’s carbon foot print. It was noted that ways 
to mark the 100th anniversary of the creation of NI and the possibility of planting 
trees as part of these commemorations would be considered in due course by the 
Corporate Services Committee, arising from the work of the Council’s NI 
Centenary Working Group. 

As part of his report, the Head of Parks and Amenities explored the option of the 
Council planting Christmas trees at this location to be used at Council sites, 
however following the research undertaken in relation to this, which was outlined 
in the officer’s report presented to Committee, it was agreed that the Council 
would not pursue this option.  

4.3 CSAW Programme – Public Health Agency Grant 

The Head of Parks & Amenities advised Members that the Parks and Amenities 
Unit have been awarded a Public Health Agency grant of £24,563 in the Financial 
Year 2020-21 to allow horticultural programmes in Bells lane Allotments to 
continue and Members were updated on the objectives on these programmes. 
Members welcomed the receipt of this grant and commended the work undertaken 
by this programme. 

It was agreed to note this award. 

4.4 Carryduff GAC – Request to Locate Shipping Container at Lough Moss 

The Head of Parks & Amenities provided the Committee with correspondence 
received from Carryduff GAC requesting that a 20ft shipping container be located 
at Lough Moss Leisure Centre to allow sports equipment, used at the adjacent  
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4.4 Carryduff GAC – Request to Locate Shipping Container at Lough Moss (cont.) 

 
sites, to be stored. Members were advised that the shipping container has been 
funded by PEACE IV and that if Members were minded to support this request, 
that planning permission would be required before it could be moved into position. 
Members were further advised that if this request was acceded to, this shipping 
container would sit beside the four shipping containers already located at Lough 
Moss Leisure (1 x IFA, 1 x Carryduff Colts and 2 x Sports Development). 
 
It was agreed to recommend to Council that the request from Carryduff GAC to 
locate a shipping container to Lough Moss Leisure Centre be agreed, subject to 
planning permission being sought and the installation of a living wall of plants 
surrounding the containers. 
 
During discussion of this Councillor S Skillen left the meeting at 6.30pm. 
 
4.5 Minis in Northern Ireland – Request to Hold Event in Wallace Park 

 
The Head of Parks & Amenities provided the Committee with correspondence 
received from Minis in Northern Ireland requesting the use of Wallace Park, 
Lisburn to hold its annual show ‘Minis In The City’ on Sunday 17th May 2020 with 
all proceeds associated with this event being donated to charity. The Committee 
was advised that the organisation had also offered Sunday 24th May 2020 as an 
alternative date for this event.  
 
It was agreed to recommend to Council that the request from Minis in Northern 
Ireland be acceded to and that the Council allow it to avail of the facilities of 
Wallace Park for free as well as providing infrastructure support, subject to the 
organisation adhering to the Council’s Safety Advisory Group requirements.  
 

5. Report of Head of Communities 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Communities 
be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
5.1 Good Relations Action Plan 2020-2021 

 
The Head of Communities advised Members that the District Council Good 
Relations Programme, delivered as part of the Executive’s ‘Together: Building a 
United Community (T:BUC)’ strategy, had previously issued a funding invitation to 
the Council for the financial year of 2020/21 with the closing date for applications 
being 14th February 2020. Any funding received from District Council’s Good 
Relations Programme would require the Council to provide match funding of 25%.  
 
The Committee was advised that the summary plans submitted in 2019/20 were 
developed for 2020/21 and 2021/22 and approved by Council in March 2019 and 
the plans received indicative funding for a period of three years from The 
Executive Office.  
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5.1 Good Relations Action Plan 2020-2021 (cont.) 
 
Members were provided with a copy of 2020/21 Good Relations Action Plan for 
consideration and advised that as there were no significant changes, the Equality 
Screening exercise remains applicable. 
 
Following consideration of the 2020/1 Good Relations Action Plan, it was agreed 
that the Committee, under delegated authority, approve the plan for submission to 
The Executive Office by the 14th February 2020 deadline. At the request of 
Councillor D Honeyford, it was further agreed that a report would be brought back 
to the Committee listing the groups funded by the Council through the Good 
Relations Action Plan and each group’s work. 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor J McCarthy, asked if planned events listed in the 
Good Relations Action Plan could be forwarded to Conradh na Geailge, which was 
agreed too.  
 
During the discussion of this item, Councillor S Skillen returned to the meeting at 
6.68pm. 

 
5.2 Management of Youth Council Funding  

 
The Community Planning Manager provided the Committee with an update on the 
recent work of the Youth Council including its recent recruitment cycle, a list of 
upcoming events where the Youth Council wishes to engage with Elected 
Members and the key successes achieved. 
 
The Committee was advised that the Youth Council was developed using a model 
not previously tried, particularly in relation to pooling several small amounts of 
funding from various sources, and due to its success, has been adopted by the 
Education Authority NI. The Council has previously provided funding through the 
Community Planning budget, on receipt of an invoice from the Education Authority 
NI and this year provision has been made in the 2020/21 estimates within the Arts 
Services.  
 
It was agreed that the Council approve passing the pooled finance to the 
Education Authority NI to cover the cost of the project.  
 
5.3 Older People’s Survey 
 
The Community Planning Manager provided Members with an update regarding 
on-going work been undertaken by the Age Friendly Co-Ordinator, a post funded 
by the Public Health Agency and shared with Ards and North Down Borough 
Council. In particular, the Committee was advised that additional funding would be 
spent on developing a more robust evidence base of the older populations across 
the South Eastern Health Trust area. The Community Planning Manager stated 
that Members will be instrumental in the design of the survey questions used as 
part of this research and Members were asked to identify any particular local 
issues that should be included. Members were advised that the tender process 
had recently closed and unfortunately there had been no returns received so the 
tender was going to be reissued shortly. 
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5.3 Older People’s Survey (cont.) 
 
It was agreed to recommend to Council that Members input into the suggested 
questions be used as part of the Older People’s Survey.  
 
During discussion of this item, Councillor G McCleave left the meeting at 6.41pm. 
 
5.4 Real Lives Matters 
 
The Committee was reminded that the Development Committee approved the Age 
Friendly Strategy and Action Plan in June 2019.  As part of this strategy, events 
have taken place across the Council area with the next scheduled event at Lagan 
Valley Island on 6th April 2020 and entitled ‘Real Lives Matter’.  As part of this 
event, members of Dementia NI will share their experiences of living with dementia 
and there will be information available outlining the support and help available 
within the Lisburn and Castlereagh area. Members were also informed that the 
Virtual Dementia Bus will be at Lagan Valley LeisurePlex on 5th March 2020 to 
provide an insight into what living with dementia can feel like. 
 
The Community Planning Manager advised that the estimated cost of hosting this 
event would be £1,800 and requested that the Committee approve this event, with 
the cost being met from the Community Planning budget.  
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Council approve the proposed Real Lives 
Matter event and associated cost. 
 
5.5 PEACE IV Closure Celebration Event 
 
The Head of Communities advised the Committee that the Council’s PEACE IV 
programme would come to an end on 31st March 2020 and that Lisburn and 
Castlereagh City Council were the first Council to have completed its PEACE 
Action Plan. To mark the end of this programme, the Local Peace Partnership held 
a celebration event in the Island Hall, Lagan Valley Island acknowledging the 
achievements of the projects based on the three themes of Children and Young 
People, Shared Space and Services, and Building Positive Relations.  

 
The Council’s Peace Action Plan was worth £2.5 million and delivered 24 projects 
to over 2000 participants. Members were advised that a further report detailing the 
successes of this programme would be brought back to the Committee at a future 
date. It was noted that Peace IV will be replaced by a Peace Plus Programme 
which will cover the period from 2021 - 2027. 
 
Members wished to pay tribute to the dedicated PEACE IV officers who 
contributed to these achievements. It was agreed to note this update. 
 
During the discussion of this Councillor G McCleave returned to the meeting at 
6.43pm and Councillor N Anderson left the meeting at 6.46pm. 

 
6. Report of Head of Sports Services 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Sports Services 
be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
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6.1 Mary Peters Trust – Request for Funding 

The Committee was furnished with a letter from the Mary Peters Trust requesting 
that the Council make a financial contribution to the Trust to help assist in its 
work in providing encouragement and financial support to young people in sport 
across Northern Ireland. Members were advised of the local residents who have  
benefitted from the work of the Mary Peters Trust and that the provision has 
been included in the estimates for a donation of £1,000. 

It was agreed to recommend that the Council make a financial contribution to the 
value of £1,000 to the Mary Peters Trust.  

6.2 Aberdelghy Golf Course – Practise Driving Bays 

The Committee was reminded of the decision to introduce Vitality + Golf 
Membership from 1st April 2020 and received an update regarding the new holes 
and redesign at Aberdelghy Golf Course. As part of this redesign, additional space 
has become available that could house four practise driving bays allowing practise 
sessions and lessons to take place all year round. The approximate cost of four 
practise driving bays would be £17,000. 

It was agreed to recommend to Council that four practise driving bays be located 
at Aberdelghy Golf Course with the final tender for the purchase of these bays 
being brought back to the Committee for approval. 

During the discussion of the item Councillor N Anderson returned to the meeting at 
6.49pm. 

6.3 Aberdelghy Golf Course – Charges 

The Committee was advised that there have been two different approaches to 
concessionary Pay and Play green fee charging taken at Aberdelghy Golf Course 
and at Castlereagh Hills Golf Course. Members were provided with a proposed 
charging schedule for implementation over a three year period and which would 
bring the charging at both facilities in line.  

It was agreed to recommend to Council that the proposed charging schedule be 
adopted and that the charges associated with the two facilities be brought in line. 

6.4 Hillsborough Forest – Proposed Parkrun Programme 

The Head of Sports Services advised the Committee that in consultation with 
Transformation Department staff who are leading in the development of 
Hillsborough Forest, he had recently met with the Ireland parkrun co-ordinator to 
discuss funding for the development of a parkrun project within the Forest.  
Members were presented with a background paper outlining the benefits of 
parkruns including the positive health and wellbeing impact felt by the participants 
and advised that the cost to establish the event would be £2,500 (plus VAT) but 
that the Public Health Agency have agreed to provide 50% of the funding, with a 
potential shortfall of c. £1,500. 
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6.4 Hillsborough Forest – Proposed Parkrun Programme (cont.) 

Following assurances regarding health and safety concerns, Members welcomed 
the introduction of a parkrun in Hillsborough Forest. The Vice-Chairman, 
Councillor H Legge stated that the parkruns that she attended were excellent 
events and asked that parkrun be made aware of possible sites in the east of 
Council area where a parkrun could be held. 

It was agreed to recommend to Council, that subject to agreement with officers 
from Parks and Amenities on the logistical and insurance issues, the Council 
approve the initiation of a parkrun in Hillsborough Forest and provide £1,500 to 
fund the start-up costs of this event. 

6.5 Lagan Valley LeisurePlex – Retail Sales 

Members were advised that the retail outlet at the reception of Lagan Valley 
LeisurePlex was the top selling retail outlet amongst the 360 venues that use the 
Sportmax contract. These sales have resulted in a net surplus of £47,084 to the 
City. Councillor N Anderson wished to pay tribute to the staff who oversee these 
sales. 

It was agreed to note this report. 

6.6 Extension of Contract with Public Health Agency for Cardiac Rehab Phase 
4 and Healthwise 

Members were furnished with correspondence from the Public Health Agency 
relating to the extension of the Cardiac Rehab Phase 4 and Healthwise contracts 
held by the Council. 

It was agreed to recommend to Council extend the Cardiac Rehab Phase 4 and 
Healthwise contracts for one year with the Public Health Agency. 

7. Confidential Report from the Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing

The Chairman advised that the reasons for confidentiality for the items contained
in the Confidential Report were as set out in the agenda, namely;

7.1 Financial Appraisals - Builds

[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of
any particular person (including the council holding that information)]

7.2 Financial Appraisals – Fine Turf Golf Machinery

[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of
any particular person (including the council holding that information)]

7.3 Financial Appraisals – Triple Cylinder Ride on Mower

[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of
any particular person (including the council holding that information)]
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7.4 Procurement of Trees, Shrubs, Roses and Associated Goods – Tender 
Report 

 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
 
7.5 Procurement of Entertainment Provider for Council Events – Tender 

Report 
 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
 
7.6 Vitality + Golf Procurement of P.G.A. Professional – Tender Report 
 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
 
 “In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor R T Beckett, seconded by the Vice-Chairman 
Councillor H Legge, and agreed that the Confidential Report of the Director of 
Leisure & Community Wellbeing be considered “In Committee”, in the absence of 
members of the press and public being present. 
 
It was agreed that the Confidential Report and recommendations of the Director of 
Leisure & Community Wellbeing be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded 
below and other items noted: 
 
7.1 Financial Appraisals – Builds 
 
Following some clarification relating to play equipment for disabled users and the 
cost variance of £20,000 in respect of the play parks financial appraisal which was 
discussed, it was agreed to recommend that Members approve the financial 
appraisals and associated revenue implications in respect of the following capital 
schemes: 
 
(i) 5 x Play Parks; and 
(ii) Mini Tennis courts and viewing area. 
 
7.2 Financial Appraisals – Fine Turf Golf Machinery 
  
It was agreed to recommend that Council approve the Project Initiation Request 
and Strategic Outline Case (PIRSOC) and financial appraisal and associated 
revenue implications in respect of replacement fine turf golf machinery. 
 
7.3 Financial Appraisals – Triple Cylinder Ride on Mower 
 
It was agreed to recommend that Council approve the Project Initiation Request 
and Strategic Outline Case (PIRSOC) and financial appraisal and associated 
revenue implications in respect of a replacement triple cylinder ride on mower. 
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7.4 Procurement of Trees, Shrubs, Roses and Associated Goods – Tender 
Report  

 
It was agreed to note the recommendation of the tender report for the procurement 
of trees, shrubs, roses and associated goods as outlined in the report.  
 
7.5 Procurement of Entertainment Provider for Council Events – Tender 

Report  
 
It was agreed to note the recommendation of the tender report for the procurement 
of entertainment provider for Council events as outlined in the report.  
 
7.6 Vitality + Golf Procurement of P.G.A. Professional – Tender Report  
 
It was agreed to note the recommendation of the tender report for the services of a 
P.G.A. Professional as outlined in the report.  
 
“Resumption of Normal Business” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Jenny Palmer, seconded by the Vice-Chairman, 
Councillor H Legge, and agreed to come out of Committee and normal business 
was resumed.  
 

8. Any Other Business 
 
 8.1    Club Development Officer Funding    
                   Councillor Hon. N Trimble 
 

Councillor Hon. N Trimble referred to the Club Development Officer Funding 
programme that had been offered to local sporting groups in previous years and 
asked if this programme could be opened again this year, based on the same 
criteria as agreed previously including the ability for all sporting clubs to apply. It 
was agreed to recommend that the Council grant the Leisure and Community 
Development Committee delegated authority to progress this fund and to authorise 
payments to successful clubs on behalf of the Council.  
 
8.2 Carryduff Community Hub 
  Councillor M Guy 
 
Councillor M Guy asked if a written update could be provided to the Committee 
relating to the Carryduff Community Hub and it was agreed that the Head of 
Communities would bring a report back to the March Committee meeting on this 
item. 

 
8.3 Billy Neill MBE Country Park – Anti-Social Behaviour Reports   
  Councillor S Skillen  

 
Councillor S Skillen raised concerns regarding an increase in anti-social behaviour 
within the car park at Billy Neill MBE Country Park and queried what provisions 
had been made to monitor this situation especially once the gym will open on site 
in March, meaning that the car park will be opened for longer in the evenings. 
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8.3 Billy Neill MBE Country Park – Anti-Social Behaviour Reports (cont.)   
  Councillor S Skillen  
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities advised that the Council had not been made 
aware of any anti-social behaviour issues at this site until the councillor had raised 
it but would monitor this site going forward. The Head of Sports Services indicated 
that his staff would be on site until approximately 10pm each evening that the gym 
would be open and that there was a responsibility for the Council to ensure the 
safety of the staff and customers using the facilities and therefore, any anti-social 
behaviour would be monitored and reported as necessary to the PSNI.  
 
8.4 Billy Neill MBE Country Park – 3G Pitch   
  Councillor S Skillen  

 
Councillor S Skillen informed the Head of Parks and Amenities of a number of 
concerns raised by residents living at Millmount Village relating to possible noise 
and light pollution arising from the installation of a 3G pitch at Billy Neill MBE 
Country Park. The Head of Parks and Amenities agreed to meet Councillor S 
Skillen on site to better explain where the pitch would be located and allay any 
concerns raised by local residents. It was agreed that this invitation would be 
extended to other councillors from that DEA as well as any other elected 
representatives from that area who wished to attend.  
 
8.5 Anti-Social Behaviour at Wallace Park 
  Councillor D J Craig 
 
Councillor D J Craig expressed his concerns relating to reports of anti-social 
behaviour taking place within Wallace Park, especially as he feared that families 
would feel that they could no longer use the park facilities after dark and asked for 
an update on this following a recent meeting between the Head of Parks and 
Amenities with the PSNI. The Head of Service acknowledged the issues within the 
park and advised that he had recently met with the PSNI who were on site every 
weekend but unless illegal activity was detected, the PSNI were limited in how 
they could respond as the park was technically open 24/7 and therefore the 
presence of groups of young people in the park was not an offence. The Head of 
Parks and Amenities further advised that a number of devices had been installed 
within the Park to discourage anti-social behaviour which had been used 
successfully elsewhere. The Director informed the Committee that he was aware 
the Chief Executive had recently met with the PSNI District Commander to discuss 
this and other issues and reassured Members that this was being dealt with at a 
senior level. The following options were presented to the Committee for 
consideration on how the Council should proceed on this matter: 
 
• Lock all gates in and out of Wallace Park (including the car park), with 

exception of the  gates on the main avenue beside the park’s gate houses; 
• Provide the PSNI with a set of keys who could lock up Wallace Park if any 

anti-social behaviour had been reported; or 
• That Wallace Park be completely locked up. 

 
During the discussion of these options, Councillor Hon. N Trimble expressed his 
reservations about locking up Wallace Park completely and stated that the park 
might be the least worst option for large groups of young people to meet but  
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8.5 Anti-Social Behaviour at Wallace Park (cont.) 
  Councillor D J Craig 
 
agreed that if there were illegal activities taking place within the park, then this 
should be dealt with by the PSNI and he welcomed the increased presence of the 
PSNI at the weekends.  
 
Councillor R Carlin stated that he thought these options were abrupt and would not 
yield positive outcomes, especially when dealing with large groups of teenagers. 
Councillor R Carlin raised the possibility of engaging with young people through a 
youth liaison officer which could also possibly reduce incidents of illegal activity. 
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities advised that there were a number of youth 
programmes in the area which were at capacity and referred to a Park Watch 
Scheme, which has been discussed with PCSP in recent weeks and may be an 
option moving forward. This would involve signs being erected with contact details 
so that local residents could report incidents as they occur. The PCSP were also 
investigating the use of Park and Street Safety Wardens and a paper in this regard 
would be brought forward at a future date. 
 
Alderman A Grehan agreed with previous comments made and stated that these 
young people were doing what young people do and that the Council should 
investigate engagement options while ensuring that illegal activities continue to be 
dealt with appropriately.  
 
The Vice Chairman, Councillor H Legge, referred to a ‘Street Pastors’ group that 
have been active in the Dundonald area and successful in reducing incidents of 
anti-social behaviour. She stated that this group has the licence for the entire 
Lisburn and Castlereagh City area and would be keen to engage with the Council 
to expand its services to other areas. 
 
Following this discussion, the Head of Parks and Amenities sought permission to 
trial a number of options such as the locking of gates within Wallace Park, 
including the car park and it was agreed, subject to consultation with the tennis 
and crickets clubs and that members of the public would be well informed of any 
changes, that he could proceed on this basis and report back to the Committee in 
due course. In addition it was agreed the Head of Parks and Amenities would 
follow up on the suggestions made by Members and provide an update report at a 
future meeting 
 
8.6 Lagan Valley Regional Park – Volunteering  
  Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Councillor Jenny Palmer referred to the recent success of Lagan Valley Regional 
Park in being recognised for its high volunteering standards, and proposed that a 
celebration event be held at Lagan Valley Island for the volunteers. The Head of 
Parks and Amenities advised that he had intended to bring a report on this item to 
next month’s meeting and with Members’ agreement he would speak to the 
Mayor’s Office about holding an event and update the Committee accordingly.  
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8.7 50th Anniversary of UDR – Infrastructure Support 
  Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley 
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley, advised the Committee that the UDR 
Association will be holding a short service in Wallace Park on Saturday 13th June 
2020 to mark its 50th anniversary prior to parading through the City. It was agreed 
to recommend to Council that infrastructure support be provided for this event.  
 

Conclusion of Meeting 
 

There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 7.34pm. 
 
 
 
 
             
                   Mayor/Chairman 
 
 
 


