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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure and Community Development Committee 
held in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn and remotely, on Tuesday, 3rd 
November 2020 at 6.02pm 
 
PRESENT: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESENT IN A 
REMOTE LOCATION: 
 
 

Alderman M Henderson MBE (Chairman) 
 
Councillor D Honeyford (Vice Chairman) 
 
The Right Worshipful The Mayor  
Councillor The Hon Nicholas Trimble 
 
Aldermen A Grehan and J Tinsley  
 
Councillors N Anderson, D J Craig, A Gowan and 
S Hughes  
 
Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Councillors R T Beckett, R Carlin, M Guy, A McIntyre, R 
McLernon and S Skillen  

OTHER MEMBERS 
PRESENT IN A 
REMOTE LOCATION: 

 
Councillors A Givan and S Lee 

  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
 
 
IN ATTENDANCE IN A 
REMOTE LOCATION: 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
PCSP/Member Services Manager 
Member Services Office 
 
Chief Executive 
Head of Parks and Amenities 
Head of Sports Services 
Head of Communities 
Nigel Farr (Lisburn Rangers FC)  
Paul Traynor (Lisburn Rangers FC)  
Brian Crawford (Lisburn Rangers FC) 
 

Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman of the Committee, Alderman M Henderson extended a welcome to all 
present in the Chamber and remotely and to everyone watching on the live stream.  
 
The Chairman outlined a number housekeeping points and then asked that any Member 
entering or leaving the meeting alert him accordingly so that the Member Services 
Officer might accurately reflect arrival and departure times in the minutes. 
 
1. Apologies 
 

An apology for Councillor H Legge was submitted following the meeting.    
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2. Declarations of Interest 
  

The Chairman, Alderman M Henderson invited Members to declare any interests 
they might have in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of 
the requirement that they complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard 
which had been provided at their places. There were no declarations of interests 
made at this stage of the meeting. During the course of the meeting the following 
declarations were made: 
 

• Councillor S Skillen verbally declared a non-pecuniary interest in relation to 
Item 5.1 Department for Communities – Covid-19 Additional Funding 
as the Chairperson of the Covid-19 Response Group within her local area.  

• Councillor A Gowan declared a verbal and written non-pecuniary interest in 
relation to Item 5.2 Community Christmas Programme 2020 in respect of 
him being the Vice-Chairman of Annahilt and Magheraconluce Community 
Association. 

 
Councillor M Guy and The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer joined the 
meeting remotely at 6.05pm and 6.06pm respectively.  
 

3. Report of Head of Sports Services 
 

It was agreed that the main report and recommendations of the Head of Sports 
Services be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 
3.1 Sport Lisburn and Castlereagh 
 
The Committee meeting was temporarily adjourned at 6.06pm and recommenced 
at 6.08pm due to a technical issue. 
 
Following a request made at last month’s Leisure and Community Development 
Committee meeting, the Head of Sports Services provided Members with an 
overview in respect of Sport Lisburn and Castlereagh. The Head of Sports 
Services advised on the following:  
 

• Sport Lisburn and Castlereagh was established following RPA to 
amalgamate Sports Lisburn, and Castlereagh Sports Advisory Council; 

• The Executive Committee are elected each year at the AGM, with each 
sport only permitted to have one representative on the Executive 
Committee and nominations are open to all affiliated clubs, covering a 
range of sports;  

• The Chairperson is elected for a three year cycle and the Council have two 
Elected Members as observers, attending the Executive Committee with no 
voting rights. 

 
The Head of Sports Services stated that Sport Lisburn and Castlereagh supports 
multiple clubs and individuals across the Council area. He further provided 
information regarding funding opportunities provided by the organisation and 
supplied the criteria applying to applications.  
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3.1 Sport Lisburn and Castlereagh (cont.)  
 
Following the presentation of his report, the Head of Sports Services responded to 
a number of questions and agreed to supply a list of the clubs affiliated with Sport 
Lisburn and Castlereagh to Members.  
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Vice Chairman, Councillor D 
Honeyford and agreed to note this update.   
 
During the course of this item, the Chief Executive joined the meeting remotely at 
6.08pm. 
 

4. Report from the Head of Parks and Amenities 
 
It was agreed that the main report and recommendations of the Head of Parks and 
Amenities be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
4.1 Northern Ireland Forest Schools Association   
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities updated the Committee on the work undertaken 
by the Northern Ireland Forest Schools Association (NIFSA) charity in promoting 
outdoor environmental education for children through a range of exciting and 
innovative educational experiences that promote biodiversity and connect children 
to nature at a young age, which also reduces incidents of anti-social behaviour 
(ASB). NIFSA trains and accredits dozens of teachers and youth leaders to 
achieve their Forest School Leader Level 3 qualification. The Committee was 
advised that the Council has provided financial support to three local schools per 
academic year at a total of £6,000 per annum over the last four years and were 
provided with a list of schools from the Council area that have participated in this 
scheme.  
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities further advised that the NIFSA have 
approached the Council to build on this success by opening a Nature Ranger 
Centre at Moira Demesne to operate a ‘Learning Without Walls’ outreach 
programme and Members were provided with the NIFSA proposal. The Head of 
Parks and Amenities outlined the advantages that this programme would bring to 
the Council, including the employment opportunities and a reduction in ASB due to 
early intervention.  
 
The Committee welcomed this report and expressed support for the continuation 
of this programme. Members raised concerns regarding the Nature Ranger Centre 
being compliant with Covid-19 regulations, which were addressed by the Head of 
Service.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor D J Craig, seconded by Councillor N Anderson and 
agreed to recommend that Council continue financial support for three schools per 
annum to engage with the NIFSA project at a cost of £6,000 per annum subject to 
the Estimates process, and further agreed, in consultation with the Council’s legal 
advisers, to a five year lease being entered into with NIFSA to lease, at a 
peppercorn rent, parts of the utility block at Moira Demesne, to enable the 
operation of a Nature Ranger Centre on the basis outlined within the report, and  
when ready for the lease to be executed by Council under seal.  
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4.2 Lisburn Call to Prayer 
 
The Committee was asked to consider a request received to hold an open air 
prayer meeting in Wallace Park in the coming months. Members were advised that 
in order for the Council to approve this, the following bye-law would have to be 
suspended for the duration of the event: 
 

“It shall be an offence under these bye-laws for any persons to 
preach, lecture or take part in any meeting for political, religious or 
any purpose or take part in any public show, performance or 
demonstration, except with the prior consent of the Council an in 
such part of the facility as may be set aside for that purpose.” 

 
The Committee was further advised that if the Council did approved this request, 
the organiser would be required to: 
 

• Abide by the Health Protection [Coronavirus Restrictions] [No. 2] 
Regulations NI and any other related regulations and guidance applying at 
the time of the event; 

• Submit the proposal to the Safety Advisory Group (SAG); and 
• Present risk assessments and Public liability insurance. 

 
Following the presentation of this report, several Members raised a number of 
concerns in regard to the proposed event which they were of the view required to 
be addressed before it would be approved. These concerns included: 
 

• The event being compliant with Covid-19 guidelines, particularly relating to 
social distancing and numbers of people permitted to gather; 

• Crowd control – the estimated number of attendees had been listed as 200, 
however there has been no information provided as to how these numbers 
would be limited or controlled;  

• Receiving the necessary reassurances about the organisation making the 
request (including the event organiser) and what messages would be 
preached during this event; and 

• The final approval process when final plans had been received.  
 

Following a detailed discussion, it was proposed by the Deputy Mayor Councillor 
Jenny Palmer, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley and agreed to recommend to 
Council that the event be approved in principle to allow plans to be made, but that 
final approval be subject to the concerns outlined above being addressed and a 
further report in regard to these matters being brought back for Members 
consideration and approval either at the next Monthly Council Meeting, or at the 
next meeting of the Committee.  
 
4.3 Minor Projects Update  
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities presented the Committee with his update report 
on a number of minor projects and external funding opportunities, including the 
following: 
 

• Deadwall Plantation, Lambeg - £50k Letter of Offer now received 
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4.3 Minor Projects Update (cont.) 
 
• Hydebank Playing Fields; 
• Lough Moss; and 
• Derriaghy Community Garden/Allotments 

 
The Head of Parks and Amenities drew Members attention to the match funding 
elements of projects 1 – 2 and that the majority of work would be carried out in 
house. The Committee welcomed this report and the progression of these minor 
projects. Councillor D J Craig asked if the Head of Service had taken planned NIE 
work into consideration with regards to works at Lambeg. The Head of Parks and 
Amenities stated that he was aware of this work and it was not expected to have 
an impact. Councillor A McIntyre welcomed the work being done at Derriaghy 
Community Garden/Allotments especially due to the mental health benefits. 
Councillor D J Craig wished to have it noted that the work at Derriaghy Community 
Garden/Allotments was driven by the local community and was not a Council 
initiative.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor A McIntyre, seconded by the Vice Chairman, 
Councillor D Honeyford and agreed to recommend that Council approve the 
progression of projects 1 – 3, as outlined in the report, subject to letters of offer 
being received for external match funding in relation to the Deadwall Plantation, 
and Hydebank Playing Fields projects. 
 
4.4 Tree Planting – Woodland Trust 
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities reminded the Committee that it had been 
previously agreed that the Council proceed with the proposal to lease 
approximately ten hectares of land at Billy Neill MBE Country Park to the 
Woodland Trust for the purpose of planting trees. On further research, the Council 
would be able to benefit from a financial payment in the region of £18,500 with a 
70% payment at the completion of planting and then the final 30% on the twentieth 
anniversary after planting, which would require a lease to be agreed for a period of 
21 years.  The Head of Parks and Amenities advised that as the terms of DAERA 
funding package had yet to be confirmed, a legal side letter had been included 
with the lease for this eventuality. Members were advised the lease would also 
include a 10 year break clause. The Head of Parks and Amenities further advised 
that a community engagement planting opportunity which had been arranged for 
6th December 2020 has had to be postponed until the New Year.  
 
During the discussion of this item, Members were provided with clarity regarding 
the location of where the trees referred to in the report would be planted. 
 
Arising from a request from Councillor S Skillen regarding the option to plant trees, 
alongside a plaque, in memory of local residents, the Head of Parks and Amenities 
undertook to contact her directly to discuss the matter in more detail. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Vice Chairman, Councillor D 
Honeyford and agreed to recommend that Council, following consideration by the 
Council’s legal advisers, approve the contents of the lease and legal side letter 
leasing 10.17 hectares of land at the Billy Neill MBE Country Park to the Woodland  
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 4.4 Tree Planting – Woodland Trust (cont.) 
 
Trust, and when signed by the Woodland Trust, for the lease to be presented to 
Council for signing under seal. 
 

5. Report from the Head of Communities 
 
It was agreed that the main report and recommendations of the Head of 
Communities be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
5.1 Department for Communities – Covid-19 Additional Funding 
 
The Head of Communities presented her report regarding further financial 
assistance being made available from the Department for Communities (DfC) for 
Councils to address the emerging needs arising from the Coronavirus pandemic 
and following a meeting with Council officers and DfC officials, there may be 
£156,541 administered to the Council. The Head of Communities outlined some of 
the key principles which the Council must meet in order to receive this funding 
such as working with local communities, maximising local infrastructure, building 
on partnerships established under the first tranche of Covid-19 funding, level of 
preparedness and contingency coupled with the development of a whole person 
approach. Funding would be allocated across three areas – 2nd tranche Covid-19 
Community Support Fund, Access to Food Fund and Financial Inclusion Fund. All 
three funds must be spent within the current financial year under the auspice of 
the community support plan.  Securing the funding was dependent on submission 
of a proposal outlining how the money would be utilised.  
 
The Head of Communities made reference to the partnerships that had been 
previously developed with the Lisburn Food Bank and Resurgam Trust to help 
deliver on these key themes and provided Members with a Partnership 
Programme for consideration, detailing organisations that the Council currently 
work with (including Community Advice Lisburn and Castlereagh, SERC, Libraries 
NI and CVS Groups) and that the Council could partner with to deal with on issues 
such food insecurity, financial hardship, data poverty and community capacity. 
 
The Head of Communities confirmed that the Council’s proposed Partnership 
Programme aligned with DfC expectations of a ‘Local Community Partnership 
Model’ that seeks to promote partnership working through community led 
organisations with local Councils leading, facilitating and bringing together local 
expertise to provide joined up action to support a wide range of initiatives to help 
people emerge from the ongoing crisis. 
  
During the discussion of this report, Members commended the Head of 
Communities for her detailed report and all the work that has been undertaken 
within the Communities Unit recently. The Committee supported the 
recommendations in the report and asked if there was further scope within these 
funding streams for the Council to support those in need across the local 
community in the lead up to Christmas, particularly in terms of mental health 
support, provision of food, fuel and devices for home schooling, in addition to 
outreach services to provide advice and guidance on benefit entitlement. 
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5.1 Department for Communities – Covid-19 Additional Funding (cont.) 
 
The Vice Chairman, Councillor D Honeyford suggested that links be developed 
between Lisburn Food Bank and local mental health charities, such as Emerge 
Counselling Services. Councillor A Gowan referred to the ongoing mental health 
crisis and asked if the Council could do more to support mental health, and food 
provision. He further commented that due to the need in the local community and 
the pressures many families were facing this Christmas, the Council needed to 
deliver on these issues quickly. The Right Worship, the Mayor, Councillor Hon. N 
Trimble stated that the partnership programme would be best able to lead on the 
mental health proposals and welcomed the report. These comments were echoed 
by Councillor M Guy, who further asked questions of the Head of Communities 
regarding the impact that this additional funding would have on the Community 
Coordination Hub and the Covid-19 Response Framework. The Head of 
Communities advised that these programmes complemented each other, and 
reminded Members that the Community Planning partners were assisting in the 
review of the Community Coordination Hub. Councillor S Skillen declared a verbal 
non-pecuniary interest as the Chairman of a Covid-19 Response Group within her 
local DEA. Councillor S Skillen asked if these monies would be open for 
community groups to apply to for additional funding. The Head of Communities 
advised that the exact details had not been agreed upon yet but it was likely that 
financial assistance would be available for local community groups. Alderman A 
Grehan referred to the ending of furlough in late November and commented that 
this would increase the poverty faced by many in December. Alderman A Grehan 
stated that fuel poverty had not been previously discussed during the last 
lockdown due to the better weather, but that there would be an increase in fuel 
poverty during the winter months and asked if the Council could create a fund to 
assist with this. She referred to data poverty, with people not having access to 
devices to deliver home schooling or access information relating to benefits and 
helplines and asked if Advice Lisburn & Castlereagh could undertake outreach 
services in community centres with devices for people to access. Councillor D J 
Craig advised that he was aware the Department of Education were also 
addressing data poverty and asked that any scheme developed by the Council to 
address this, dove tail with that of the Department. The Head of Communities 
advised that work was ongoing regarding data poverty and she would bear 
Alderman A Grehan’s comments in mind in regard to this work. She further 
advised that she was attending a meeting later in the week with the Department 
for Communities and would reflect the concerns raised by Members. 

 
It was proposed by the Vice Chairman, Councillor D Honeyford, seconded by 
Councillor D J Craig and agreed to recommend that Council approve the 
Partnership Programme in principle, and for Officers to progress meetings with the 
identified partners to co-design suitable projects based on evidenced need.  
 
Alderman J Tinsley referred to the discussions regarding meeting the needs of the 
local community ahead of Christmas and suggested that some of the more urgent 
elements be prioritised so that action could be taken before Christmas with a 
report on the other issues following in the New Year. Further to that, it was 
proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by Councillor A Gowan and agreed 
that delegated authority be granted to the Chairman and Vice Chairman to make 
decisions relating to the delivery of the programmes and funding to ensure the 
urgent need of the community be met ahead of Christmas, as outlined. 
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5.2 Community Christmas Programme – 2020 
 
The Committee were provided with an additional report in advance of the meeting 
relating to this item, detailing the proposed programme of events for 2020.  
 
The Head of Communities presented her report outlining the challenges 
encountered by local community groups and the Council in making arrangements 
for the Christmas festivities this year in the context of the Covid-19 restrictions. 
She made reference to the traditional Community Christmas celebratory ‘switch 
on’ events which would not be permissible under the Covid-19 regulations and 
guidance introduced by the NI Executive with effect from 16th October 2020.  
 
While the Executive have indicated that the situation will be reviewed prior to the 
end of the current four week implementation period, given the continuing increase 
in the number of positive Covid-19 cases, it is possible that the current regulations 
regarding gatherings/events being limited to a maximum of 15 people, may 
continue to apply through to Christmas and into the new year.  
 
The Head of Communities advised Members that the Communities team were 
continuing to liaise with groups to support them in devising a suitable programme 
for the community switch on events in the current Covid-19 context. . A paper 
detailing the finalised times and programmes for the community tree switch ons 
and associated events will be circulated for Members information on or before 16th 
November. 
 
The Head of Communities also took Members through a proposed programme of 
Community Christmas events which included details of a number of virtual events, 
workshops, competitions and a pantomime to be made available to be screened 
across all Primary and Special Schools in the Council area.  
 
During the discussion of this item, Councillor D J Craig welcomed that officers had 
asked community groups to resubmit plans for Christmas switch on events. 
Councillor N Anderson suggested that any underspend from the Community 
Switch On events should be provided to local mental health charities. Alderman J 
Tinsley welcomed the inclusion of the Santa’s Wishing Well with donations going 
to the Mayor’s Charity and referred to his colleague’s suggestion at Full Council, 
asking that the Council consider inviting Santa to be physically present in the City 
Centre. The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor Hon. N Trimble raised a query 
regarding the duration of Light Festival and was advised this was a decision taken 
by the Development Committee. He further queried if any additional monies had 
been ring fenced to assist local community groups who could adapt their plans 
following any change in Covid-19 restrictions and finally suggested that the 
children be asked to submit a picture of a Christmas scene instead of Santa and 
the Mayor. The Head of Communities noted these comments. Alderman A Grehan 
commended the work undertaken to develop the programme of events and in 
particular, praised the Arts Centre staff. She stated that with regards to the 
Community Christmas Tree switch on Events, she would not be happy with Option 
1 that included DEA Members attending switch on events in the absence of 
children. She further disagreed with the previous comments made by the Mayor 
and stated that any additional funding should be made available, in line with 
Councillor N Anderson’s suggestion, to mental health charities. The Right  
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5.2 Community Christmas Programme – 2020 (cont.) 
 
Worshipful, the Mayor, Councillor Hon. N Trimble clarified his comments. 
Councillor A Givan asked if the cost of these events were included in the £535,000 
already agreed by Council for Christmas events and decorations or if this £42,000 
was in addition to this. The Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing advised 
that while this was in addition to the figure Councillor Givan referred to, it was from 
existing approved Christmas and programme revenue budgets for 2020/2021. The 
Director further stated that given timescales, if the Committee was content to 
approve these plans, work to implement the programme would require to be 
immediately progressed.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Councillor S Skillen and 
agreed to recommend to Council that officers would explore how to contribute any 
underspend (if any) arising from the community switch on events to mental health 
charities in the local community.  
 
It was further proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Alderman J 
Tinsley and agreed to recommend that Council:  
 

• Note the arrangements for the simultaneous Virtual “switch on” of the large 
Christmas Trees at Market Square, Lisburn, Moat Park, Dundonald, and at 
Lagan Valley Island.  

• Note the timetable and options for Christmas Tree “switch on” events; and  
• Approve the Christmas Community Programme. 

 
Councillor A Gowan, having declared an interest in this item, left the Council 
Chamber at the commencement of this item at 7.16pm.  
 
The Vice Chairman, Councillor D Honeyford, left the Council Chamber at 7.16pm 
and returned at 7.18pm.  
 
5.3 Arts and Museum and Heritage Services: Successful Applications to the 

Department of Communities, Access and Inclusion Grant Programme 
2020-2021 

 
The Head of Communities advised the Committee that the Arts and Museum and 
Heritage Services had been awarded £25,790 from the Department of 
Communities’ Access and Inclusion Grants Scheme to purchase equipment to 
host outdoor socially distanced events providing access for all. This will help 
increase accessibility and participation for those who might otherwise face 
difficulties in engaging.  
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Tinsley, seconded by The Right Worshipful, the 
Mayor Councillor Hon. N Trimble and agreed to note the report.  
 
During the discussion of this item Councillor S Lee left the meeting remotely at 
7.30pm. 
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6. Deputation 
 
6.1 Presentation by Lisburn Rangers FC on Concept Plans for the 

Development of Stanley Park 
 
“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by the Vice Chairman 
Councillor D Honeyford and agreed that the deputation and the associated 
confidential report of the Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing be 
considered “In Committee”, in the absence of members of the press and public 
being present. 
 
A copy of the presentation ‘Lisburn Recreation and Community Hub – 
Development Proposals’ had been circulated to Members in advance of the 
meeting. 
 
The Chairman, Alderman M Henderson, invited the following representatives to 
the meeting and invited them to make their presentation: 
 

• Nigel Farr (Chairperson of Lisburn Rangers FC); 
• Paul Traynor (Vice Chairperson of Lisburn Rangers FC); and 
• Brian Crawford (Architect).  

 
Following the presentation, Members commended the presenters for their detailed 
and visual presentation and asked a number of questions. Once these were 
answered, the Chairman Alderman M Henderson thanked the presenters who then 
left the meeting at 8.11pm. 
 
Following a discussion regarding the presentation, it was proposed by Alderman J 
Tinsley, seconded by the Vice Chairman, Councillor D Honeyford, and agreed to 
recommend to Council that the plans as outlined in the presentation be welcomed 
and that officers be permitted to engage with Lisburn Rangers FC as soon as 
possible to ascertain what the implications would be to the Council if the Club were 
granted the additional strip of land requested, while protecting the interests of the 
Council in terms of maintaining the integrity of the adjacent footpath, and Council 
pitches.  
 
During the discussion of this item Councillor A Gowan returned to the Council 
Chamber at 7.39pm; Alderman A Grehan left the Council Chamber at 7.39pm and 
returned at 7.42pm; and The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor Hon. N 
Trimble left the Council Chamber at 8.03pm and returned at 8.05pm.  
 

7. Confidential Report from the Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing  
 
The Chairman advised that the reasons for confidentiality were as set out in the 
agenda, i.e.:- 
 
7.1 Mobile Vending Tender 
 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
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7.2 Lagan Valley LeisurePlex: Flat Roof Refurbishment – Tender Report 
 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
 
7.3 Play Parks Strategic Upgrade – Tender Report 
 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
 
It was agreed that the confidential reports and recommendations of the Director of 
Leisure & Community Wellbeing be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded 
below and other items noted: 
  
7.1 Mobile Vending Tender 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley and 
agreed to recommend that the Council approve the Mobile Vending Tender 
awards as contained in the Tender Evaluation Report for Wallace Park, Moira 
Demesne and Hillsborough Forest Park for a three year period commencing on 1st 
December 2020. 
 
7.2 Lagan Valley LeisurePlex: Flat Roof Refurbishment – Tender Report 
 
It was proposed by Councillor DJ Craig, seconded by Councillor Stuart Hughes 
and agreed that the Council note the award of the tender to refurbish the flat roof 
at Lagan Valley LeisurePlex.  
 
It was further agreed that the Head of Sports Services would provide information to 
Councillor DJ Craig regarding his query relating to VAT.   
 
7.3 Play Parks Strategic Upgrade – Tender Report 
 
An additional report in relation to the above tender was circulated in advance in 
the meeting. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson, seconded by the Deputy Mayor, 
Councillor Jenny Palmer and agreed that Council note the award for the strategic 
upgrade of five children’s play parks as detailed within the report.  
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer commended the Procurement Unit for 
their work in bringing this tender forward and in line with the original budget.  
 
“Resumption of Normal Business” 
 
It was proposed by The Right Worshipful, the Mayor Councillor Hon N Trimble, 
seconded by Councillor N Anderson, and agreed to come out of Committee and 
normal business was resumed. 
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8. Any Other Business 
 

8.1 Pitches Strategy Update 
  Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
 
The Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing referred to a previous request 
made by Councillor R Carlin regarding an update on the Council’s Pitches 
Strategy and apologised that it was omitted from this month’s reports and advised 
a report would be brought to December’s Committee meeting. Councillor R Carlin 
referred to this issue later in the meeting. 
 
 
8.2 Remembrance Day 2020 
  Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
 
The Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing advised Members that the 
Chairman and Vice Chairman of Corporate Services Committee had agreed that 
the Council Offices at Lagan Valley Island and Castle Gardens would be 
illuminated for Remembrance Day 2020. The Director sought permission from the 
Committee to similarly light Castle Gardens on Remembrance Day as had been 
done in 2019. It was proposed by The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor Hon 
N Trimble, seconded by Alderman J Tinsley and agreed that this request be 
acceded to.  
 
8.3 Dual Language Signage/Pitches Strategy  
  Councillor R Carlin 
 
Councillor R Carlin advised Members that his party colleague Councillor G 
McCleave had requested that the Irish Language be added to signage in council 
parks within Glenavy. He understood Councillor McCleave had been advised by 
the Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing that this was not covered by any 
current Council policy and that the Council’s Corporate Management Team would 
require to consider the request and any possible wider policy implications before 
any report on the matter could be brought to Committee.  Councillor R Carlin 
wanted more clarity regarding why this decision was taken by CMT as he believed 
that this request should have been put in front of Councillors for consideration. 
The Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing advised that after consultation 
with the Chief Executive in regard to Councillor McCleave’s request, it had been 
agreed that as it had wider potential policy implications in terms of Council signage 
across the council area, there was a need for the Corporate Management Team to 
consider the matter before a report was tabled at Committee. In addition he 
reminded Members that as part of the outworking of the establishment of 
Irish/Ulster Scots Language Commissioners from the NI Executive’s ‘New Decade, 
New Approach’ deal, guidance to councils including around the Irish Language, 
and Ulster Scots, was to be provided by central government, however there was 
no indication as to when this would be.   
 
Councillor R Carlin then referred again to the Pitches Strategy update that he had 
requested previously. He stated that this strategy was from 2015 and he felt it was 
now out of date. He believed the strategy did not adequately provide for GAA 
pitches, even though participation in GAA games within the area has significantly  
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8.3 Dual Language Signage/Pitches Strategy (cont.) 
  Councillor R Carlin 
 
increased. In addition, while the Council maintained numerous soccer pitches, the 
maintenance of GAA pitches can cost up to £20,000 per year, and expenditure 
was paid fully by those clubs. Councillor R Carlin stated that he had requested an 
update on this strategy two months ago and expressed his disappointment that a 
report wouldn’t be available until December.  
 
The Director for Leisure and Community Wellbeing referred to his earlier 
comments that a report on the Pitches Strategy would be brought to the December 
Committee meeting. In regard to Councillor McCleave’s request that the Irish 
Language be added to Council signage in parks in Glenavy, the Director reiterated 
that the potential wider policy implications of the request needed to be considered 
and reflected in any report being brought forward on the matter. The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor stated that he thought there was a policy in place with 
regards to street naming. Councillor R Carlin referred to a policy in relation to the 
initial naming of the street but indicated he understood it did not apply to Council 
amenities or parks as he believed this was at the discretion of Councillors.  
 
8.4 Ulster Scots Language Week 
  The Right Worship, the Mayor, Councillor Hon. N Trimble 
 
The Right Worshipful, the Mayor, Councillor Hon. N Trimble asked for details 
regarding what events the Council were hosting to mark Ulster Scots Language 
Week and if these events were compliant with Covid-19 regulations. The Director 
of Leisure and Community Wellbeing advised Members that details of these 
events had been issued to Members via the Items for Noting Schedule. The Head 
of Communities confirmed that there were four events being held from the 23rd to 
28th November 2020 and all would take place virtually to comply with Covid-19 
restrictions.  
 
8.5 Tributes to the of Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing – Mr Jim 

Rose – on his Retirement 
   
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer reminded Members that this was the 
last Committee meeting of the Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
before he retired and thanked him for the loyalty he has shown to the Council and 
wished him every success for his future. Alderman J Tinsley spoke on behalf of 
DUP Party group to echo his thanks and expressed his group’s best wishes to the 
Director. He made reference to the Director being a great man of sport and to his 
dedication to the Council, and to the fact that he regularly had to sacrifice his 
evenings, weekends and family time for the needs of the Council. As a former 
Chairman of the Committee, Alderman J Tinsley stated that he had enjoyed a 
good relationship with the Director, and his experience and knowledge would be a 
loss to the Council. Alderman A Grehan referred to the length of time she had 
known and worked with the Director and stated that he had always when 
approached been supportive in providing advice and guidance to the group and to 
her personally. On behalf of the Alliance Party group she wished him good luck 
and every success for the future. The Chairman, Alderman M Henderson, referred 
to his long relationship with the Director, dating back to Castlereagh Borough 
Council. He referred to the many achievements of the Director over his years  
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8.5 Tributes to the of Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing – Mr Jim 
Rose – on his Retirement (cont.) 

 
spent with Castlereagh, then Lisburn, and the current Council, including in relation 
to a number of significant initiatives and capital projects. The Chairman, Alderman 
M Henderson thanked the Director for his work, integrity and willingness to help 
Members. Councillor S Skillen placed her thanks to the Director on record, 
particularly in regards to the 3G project at Dungoyne in Ballybeen and wished him 
the best of luck in the future. These comments were echoed by Councillor N 
Anderson. Councillor R Carlin, on behalf of Sinn Fein Party group, wished the 
Director all the best of luck in the future. Councillor D J Craig referred to the tribute 
made by his Party Group Leader but due to the length of time they had worked 
together, he wanted to personally thank the Director for his contribution to the 
Council and in particular for establishing the Mayor’s Community Awards for 
volunteers, which was one of many brilliant suggestions he had made during his 
time as a senior officer. He concluded by wishing the Director all the best in his 
retirement. 
 
The Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing thanked Members for their kind 
words and said it had been a genuine pleasure to work with staff, Councillors, 
partner organisations, and the public during his 34 years with the three councils, 
and to have been able to contribute to the improvements, facilities, and services 
available to residents living across the Council area.  
 
8.6 Barbour Hill Turning Circle 
  Councillor A McIntyre 
 
Councillor A McIntyre took this opportunity to thank the Director of Leisure and 
Community Wellbeing, especially with his help and guidance when he was a new 
Councillor and the Vice Chairman of the Committee.  
 
Councillor A McIntyre referred to a previous request he had made in relation to an 
artefact located in Benburb formerly belonging to the Barbour Family and asked 
that officers contact him regarding this issue.  
 
The Chairman, Alderman M Henderson thanked everyone for attending the 
meeting and thanked those who had been watching on the live stream. As there 
was no further business, the meeting concluded at 8.52pm. 

 
 
 
 
            
                    Mayor/Chairman 


