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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure and Community Development Committee 
held in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, on Tuesday, 3rd March 2020 at 
6.00pm 
 
PRESENT: 
 

Alderman J Tinsley (Chairman) 
Councillor H Legge (Vice-Chairman) 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor A Givan 
Deputy Mayor, Councillor J McCarthy 
 
Aldermen A Grehan  
 
Councillors N Anderson, R T Beckett, R Carlin, D J Craig, 
A Gowan, M Guy, D Honeyford, A McIntyre, R McLernon, 
Jenny Palmer, S Skillen and N Trimble  
 

OTHER MEMBERS: Councillor  U Mackin  
  
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 
Head of Parks & Amenities 
Head of Sports Services 
Head of Communities 
Member Services Officer  
 
WJ Law Bespoke 
Dr David Law 
 

Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman of the Committee, Alderman J Tinsley, extended a welcome to all 
present. He proceeded to outline the evacuation procedures in the case of an 
emergency.   
 
1. Apologies 
 

There were no apologies received for this meeting. 
 

2.      Declarations of Interest 
  

The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley, invited Members to declare any interests they 
might have in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of the 
requirement that they complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard which 
had been provided at their places. No declarations were declared at this stage of 
the meeting.  
 
 
 
 



   LCD 03 03 2020 

During the course of the meeting the following declarations of interest were made: 
 
Alderman A Grehan declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Item 6.1 NIHE 
Community Safety Strategy 2020-2023 in respect of her being a member on the 
Board of the NI Housing Executive. 
 
Councillor A Gowan declared a pecuniary interest in relation to Item 6.3 
Community Support Grant Applications 2020-2021 in respect of him being the 
Vice-Chairman of Annahilt and Magheraconluce Community Association who have 
made an application to this fund.  
 

3. Presentation from WJ Law Bespoke 
  

The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley, advised Members that he had been 
approached by a representative of WJ Law Bespoke wishing to present to the 
Leisure and Community Development Committee regarding the potential 
development of a Community Garden and Older Person’s Care Facility at Belvoir 
Crescent Gardens. Following a meeting along with the Director and the company 
representative it was agreed that this presentation would be heard. 
 
Dr D Law from WJ Law Bespoke entered the meeting at 6.05pm. 
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley extended a welcome on behalf of the 
Committee and advised Dr Law that he had ten minutes to present to the 
Members. 

 
Dr Law thanked the Committee for the opportunity to present and proceeded to 
outline background information both relating to himself and to the site being 
discussed. He further advised that this proposal was twofold: 
 

i. To create a community garden for use by everyone that would be 
managed in perpetuity; and 
 

ii. Subject to a successful planning application, an adjacent building 
consisting of four homes for use by older people, would be built. The 
management fees associated with this building would be used to pay for 
the upkeep of the community garden. 

 
Following his presentation, Dr Law proceeded to answer a number of Members’ 
questions, before he thanked the Committee for its time. The Chairman, Alderman 
J Tinsley, thanked Dr Law for his contribution, following which Dr Law left the 
meeting at 6.15pm. 
 
It was agreed that the Committee note this presentation. 
 
During the discussion of this item the Vice-Chairman, Councillor H Legge, the 
Deputy Mayor, Councillor J McCarthy, Alderman A Grehan and Councillor S 
Skillen entered the meeting at 6.06pm. 
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4. Report from the Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing 

 
It was proposed by Councillor Jenny Palmer, seconded by Councillor N Anderson 
and agreed that the main report and recommendations of the Director of Leisure 
and Community Wellbeing be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 
4.1 Belvoir Crescent Gardens: Presentation on behalf of WJ Law Bespoke 
 
The Committee noted that this was dealt with under item 3.1.   

 
5. Report from the Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) 

 
It was proposed by Councillor Jenny Palmer, seconded by Councillor N Anderson 
and agreed that the main report and recommendations of the Head of Service 
(Parks & Amenities) be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
5.1 Lough Neagh Partnership: Conference – Tuesday 10th March 2020  
 
The Committee was advised that the Lough Neagh Partnership invited 
representatives of the Council to attend a full day conference on Tuesday 10th 
March 2020 providing an opportunity for local parties, government departments 
and local stakeholders to address the social, economic, safety and environmental 
needs of the Lough. Members were advised that there was no cost to attend this 
conference. Arising from a query from Councillor Jenny Palmer in regard to the 
Council’s position on nominations to the Lough Neagh Partnership, the Director 
undertook to write to the Member setting out the position. 
 
It was agreed to recommend to Council that Councillor D Honeyford attend this 
conference on behalf of the Council. It was further agreed that if any other 
Members wished to attend, they were to advise officers in advance of the 
Conference.  

 
5.2 Mayor’s Parade & Family Fun Day – Saturday 9th May 2020  
 
Members were advised that the Mayor’s Parade and Family Fun Day has been 
scheduled to take place on Saturday 9th May 2020 and that as a result of the May 
Bank Holiday occurring on Friday 8th May 2020 that set up of Wallace Park for this 
event, where possible, would be carried out on the previous Wednesday and 
Thursday. Officers acknowledged that disruption could still be expected within the 
park on the Bank Holiday but that every effort would be made to minimize this. It 
was agreed to note this report. 
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities further advised that as part of the Mayor’s 
Family Fun Day the Council has procured the services of a funfair and subject to 
set up requirements for the Fun Day, sought permission to make arrangements 
with the funfair to open to the public on the Bank Holiday, Friday 8th May 2020. It 
was proposed by the Vice-Chairman, Councillor H Legge, seconded by Councillor 
D J Craig and agreed that the Head of Parks and Amenities could engage the 
services of the funfair on the Bank Holiday, subject to an appropriate finishing time 
being agreed between officers and the funfair providers. It was further agreed that  
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5.2 Mayor’s Parade & Family Fun Day – Saturday 9th May 2020 (cont.)  
 
the Head of Parks and Amenities would be granted leeway in making necessary 
arrangements regarding the provision of other vendors or services required for the 
Bank Holiday within Wallace Park.  
 

6. Report from the Head of Communities 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Jenny Palmer, seconded by Councillor N Anderson 
and agreed that the main report and recommendations of the Head of 
Communities be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
6.1 NIHE Community Safety Strategy 2020-2023   
 
The Committee was reminded that the Community Safety Strategy 2020-2023 
‘Working Together for Safer Communities’ was issued for consultation by the NI 
Housing Executive Board in December 2019 with responses required before the 
deadline of Friday 13th March 2020. The Committee was furnished with a copy of 
the correspondence received from the NI Housing Executive, the Community 
Safety Strategy 2020-2023 and a report from the Head of Communities outlining 
feedback on the strategy for Members’ consideration. 
 
The Head of Communities referred to the strategic themes outlined within this 
document as well as highlighting areas where the strategy could be strengthened, 
detailed below:  
 
That the Council welcomed the strategy focusing on: 
 
• Partnership working; 
• Working with PCSP and that Council should be represented on all 

Partnerships; 
• Being represented on the Multi Agency Support Hub; 
• Working in partnership with local communities; 
• That the strategy takes cognisance of the Review of the Social Housing 

Allocations; 
• Local solutions to local issues; and 
• Residents and communities be informed about community safety issues. 

 
That the Council would encourage strengthening the following aspects of the 
strategy: 
 
• That Community Planning be used as a tool for long term change and place 

shaping; 
• The introduction of an Outcomes Based Accountability framework to measure 

difference and outcomes; 
• Links to Councils Community Support Plan; and 
• Reference to linkages with Elected Members. 

 
Councillor Jenny Palmer commended the work undertaken by officers in compiling 
this response. Councillor D J Craig highlighted the work relating to recent anti-
social behaviour at Graham Gardens and made reference to the working group  
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6.1 NIHE Community Safety Strategy 2020-2023 (cont.) 
 
attended by the Chief Executive on this issue and suggested that the Chief 
Executive be asked to review and input, if necessary, on this response. 
 
It was agreed to recommend to Council that a response to this consultation be 
sent to the NI Housing Executive encompassing the points as outlined by the 
Head of Communities and comments made by Members. 
 
During the discussion of this item Councillor S Skillen left the meeting at 6.25pm. 
 
6.2 Good Relations Grant Aided Groups – Summary Breakdown:  

2017-18, 2018-19, 2019-2020 
 
The Committee was reminded of the request arising from the February Committee 
meeting for a breakdown of the funding provided as part of the Good Relations 
Grant Aid Programme over the last three years and were provided with the details 
of these organisations.  
 
Members were asked to note that in both 2017/2018 and 2018/2019 groups were 
able to apply for a maximum of £2,000 per project annually with the total sum 
awarded totalling £23,500. This total also included the marketing and publicity 
associated with the opening of the grant. Members further noted that in 
2019/2020, in line with the Council’s Good Relations Action Plan groups could 
apply for a maximum of £3,000 per project, annually over a three year period as 
reflected in how the programme has been funded by The Executive Office. The 
amount awarded in 2019/2020 was £32,680 with additional costings recouped 
from the existing budget within the Good Relations programme.  
 
The Committee was reminded that the Good Relations Strategy and Action Plan, 
including the Grant Aid Programme, would be reviewed this year and Members 
would be invited to input into this review after which a report will be brought back 
to the Committee for consideration. 
 
Councillor D Honeyford thanked the Head of Communities for providing this 
detailed report but raised concerns relating to the Good Relations Programme if 
the Council was only funding individual sections of the community to create and 
develop events for that same section of the community. Councillor D Honeyford 
further expressed concerns regarding the length of time allowed for organisations 
to complete funding applications especially as many of the groups will be volunteer 
led. The Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing responded to a number of 
these queries and highlighted that the grant schemes were all publically 
advertised, and the lead in time or the amount of funding available to groups has 
often been dictated by awaiting confirmation of funds from central government, 
thus restricting the Council in this respect. The Head of Communities further 
responded to Members queries relating to how proactive the Council have been in 
engaging with community groups who have not applied for funding previously and 
how outcomes will be measured.  
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley advised Members that the comments made 
were noted by the officers. It was agreed to note this report. 
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Councillor S Skillen returned to the meeting during the discussion of this item at  
6.27pm.  
 
6.3 Community Support Grant Applications 2020-21 
 
The Committee was reminded that the Community Support Grant programme for 
2020-21 closed for applications on Thursday 23rd January 2020 and that 82 
applications were received, which was an increase from the previous year. A 
panel, consisting of officers from the Community Services team, have scored the 
applications in line with the new matrix system. The Head of Communities advised 
the Committee that not only were there more applications but the standard was 
also higher and therefore sought Members’ permission to defer this item until the 
April Committee meeting, providing more time for consideration of the applications. 
It was agreed to recommend that Council grant the Leisure and Community 
Development Committee Delegated Authority to approve and award the 
Community Support Grant Applications for 2020-2021. 
 
Councillor A Gowan left during the discussion of this item at 6.44pm. 
 
6.4 PEACE PLUS Programme (2021-2027 Funding Period) 
 
The Head of Communities presented an update on the PEACE PLUS Programme 
2021- 2027 and outlined the five EU Policy Objectives which all programmes 
funded through this programme must select priorities from. Members noted that a 
statutory public consultation on this programme would be carried out in due course 
and following Members’ comments a response would be prepared on behalf of the 
Council.  
 
It was agreed to note this update.  
 

7. Report from Head of Service (Sports Services) 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Service (Sports 
Services) be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 
7.1 North of Ireland Tennis Open – Request for Financial Assistance from 

Downshire Tennis Club   
 
The Committee was furnished with correspondence from Downshire Tennis Club 
seeking a financial contribution to assist the Club in hosting the 2020 North of 
Ireland Open Tennis Tournament taking place between 8th to 13th June. The 
Committee was provided with information relating to the background, running 
costs and details regarding the new sponsorship agreement. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that Council grant Downshire Tennis Club a sum of 
£750 to assist with the hosting of the 2020 North of Ireland Open Tennis 
Tournament. 
 
As part of the discussion of this item, Councillor M Guy sought clarification from 
the Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing regarding the process used by 
the Council when awarding financial assistance to organisations.  
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Councillor A Gowan returned to the meeting during the discussion of this item at 
6.48pm. Councillor N Anderson left and returned to the meeting during this item at 
6.48pm and 6.50pm respectively. 
 
7.2 Sports Services: Amendments to 2020/21 Charges 
 
The Committee was provided with a list of proposed amendments to some fees 
charged by Sports Services for 2020/21. Members were advised that these 
amendments would highlight the benefits of Vitality Membership, thereby 
encouraging membership uptake.  
 
It was agreed to recommend that Council approve the amendment to charges as 
outlined in the report. 
 
During the discussion of this item, Councillor R T Beckett sought clarification 
regarding the Vitality Membership brand. 
 
7.3 Activity Centres: Amended Opening Hours 
 
The Committee was reminded that as part of the Efficiency Review within Sports 
Services, it was recommended that programmed overtime would be removed, 
where possible and that the opening hours would be reduced based upon a review 
of usage and demand. The Head of Sports Service provided the Committee with 
proposed new opening hours for Kilmakee, Glenmore and Grove Activity Centres 
for consideration in line with this recommendation and based on the new staffing 
structure. As part of the discussion of this item, Councillor Hon. N Trimble stated 
that as the opening hours were not standard Monday to Friday, this may cause 
confusion. The Head of Sports Services assured Members that the hours would 
not change without service users being fully informed and advised of these 
changes in advance. Councillor D J Craig asked if the usage figures for Monday 
morning between 9.00am and 11.00am across the three activity centres could be 
circulated to Members for review.  
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Council approve the changes to the opening 
hours in Kilmakee, Glenmore and Grove Activity Centres, in line with the 
recommendations outlined as part of the Efficiency Review process. 
 
7.4 Lisnagarvey Hockey Club Hosting Euro Hockey Club II Tournament 
 28th - 31st May 2020 
 
The Committee was furnished with correspondence from Lisnagarvey Hockey 
Club who will be hosting the Euro Hockey Club tournament from 28th – 31st May 
2020. The Club have requested assistance from the Council in hosting this 
international event. The Head of Sports Services advised Members that the Club 
has applied to the Tourism Major Events Fund for funding and that further to any 
support provided from this fund, the Committee may wish to agree to host a 
reception for officials and team managers at Lagan Valley Island, Civic Centre on 
28th May 2020 as well as providing some infrastructure support such as portaloos.  
 
It was agreed to recommend that Council provide support to Lisnagarvey Hockey 
Club in hosting the Euro Hockey Club II Tournament in the follow ways: 
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7.4 Lisnagarvey Hockey Club Hosting Euro Hockey Club II Tournament 
 28th - 31st May 2020 (cont.) 
 

• That the Council hold a joint reception, hosted by the Mayor and the 
Chairmen of the Leisure and Community Development and the 
Development Committees, for officials and team managers on 28th May 
2020 at Lagan Valley Island; and 

• If required, supply infrastructure support such as portaloos for this event. 
 
7.5 Club Development Officer Posts 
 
Members were reminded that Delegated Authority has been granted to the Leisure 
and Community Development Committee to progress funding under the Club 
Development Officer programme. Due to the short timescales associated with the 
application process of this fund, the Head of Sports Service circulated a further 
paper in relation to the successful applicants in advance of the meeting and hard 
copies of this report was made available for Members at the meeting.  
 
Members were informed that the programme was expected to fund six posts with 
each applicant receiving £2,000. By the deadline, 11 clubs had applied to this 
funding programme and due to the high standard of applicants, clubs were asked 
to provide additional information around Club-Mark Award, Club Development 
Plans and how the money would be used. Nine of the 11 applicants provided this 
additional information within the requested timeframe. The Head of Sports 
Services emphasised that this would be the last year that this programme would 
be available for clubs to apply to and it was agreed to write to the clubs on this 
matter directly. 
 
Under Delegated Authority, it was agreed to award the following nine clubs a grant 
of £1,500 each. 
 

• Lisburn Rangers FC; 
• Glenavy Youth; 
• Ballymacash Rangers F.C.; 
• Crewe United F.C.; 
• Hillsbough Boys F.C.; 
• Lisburn Cricket Club; 
• Derriaghy Cricket Club; 
• Lisburn Athletics Club; and 
• Downshire Tennis Club. 

 
7.6 Lisburn Half Marathon, 10K and Fun Run 2020: Entry Fees  
 
Members were provided with a list of entry fees for the 2020 Lisburn Half 
Marathon, 10K and Fun Run, including an early bird rate, which have been 
approved by the Director of Leisure and Community Wellbeing under Delegated 
Authority.  
 
It was agreed to note the entry fees as outlined.  
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7.7 Gym Facility – Billy Neill MBE Country Park  
 
The Head of Sports Services provided the Committee with a verbal update 
regarding the opening of the new gym facility at Billy Neill MBE Country Park, 
which included the following points: 
 

• Staff interviews and training have been put in place; 
• Interior and exterior painting has been completed; 
• IT systems including WiFi have been installed; 
• Lockers, gym equipment and flooring have been arranged and will be 

installed within weeks; 
• The facility will be opened to the public on 30th March 2020 with publicity 

activities scheduled in the build up to the opening; and 
• The facility will be a cashless system with Members being able to access 

the site using their Vitality Membership cards or by using debit/credit cards. 
 
During the discussion of this item, Councillor S Skillen advised the Committee that 
she held Vitality Membership and declared a verbal interest. The Head of Sports 
Service responded to a number of queries relating to this item. 
 
It was agreed to note this update. 
 

8. Confidential Report from the Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing  
 
The Chairman advised that the reasons for confidentiality were as set out in the 
agenda, i.e.:- 
 
8.1 Financial Appraisals – Grounds Maintenance Machinery 
 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
 
8.2 Old Barbour Nursery Site 
 
[Confidential for reason of information in relation to which a claim for legal 
professional privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings] 
 
8.3 Kirkwoods Road Changing Pavilion 
 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
 
8.4 Procurement of Horticultural Supplies – Tender Report 
 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
 
8.5 Children’s Attractions – Tender Report 
 
[Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business affairs of 
any particular person (including the council holding that information)] 
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“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Jenny Palmer, seconded by Councillor D Honeyford 
and agreed that the confidential reports of the Director of Leisure & Community 
Wellbeing be considered “In Committee”, in the absence of members of the press 
and public being present. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor S Skillen, seconded by the Right Worship, the 
Mayor, Councillor A Givan and agreed that the confidential reports and 
recommendations of the Director of Leisure & Community Wellbeing be adopted, 
subject to any decisions recorded below and other items noted: 
 
8.1 Financial Appraisals – Grounds Maintenance Machinery 

 
It was agreed to recommend that Council approve the Project Initiation Request 
and Strategic Outline Case (PIRSOC) and financial appraisal and associated 
revenue implications in respect of additional grounds maintenance machinery. 
 
Councillor R Carlin left the meeting during the discussion of this item at  
7.12pm. 
 
8.2 Old Barbour Nursery Site 
 
During the discussion of this item, Members expressed concerns regarding the 
options outlined in the report, while welcoming the work that had been done by the 
Parks and Amenities Unit to tidy up the Old Barbour Nursery site. In particular, 
Members were concerned that if the site was opened on a temporary basis for a 
particular use, that this might prohibit any future development options.  
 
It was agreed to recommend to Council that a further report on this issue be 
brought back to the Committee for consideration taking into account the Members’ 
comments and providing more details regarding the two development opportunities 
that Council officials have been approached about.  
 
The Head of Parks and Amenities advised the Committee that if any Member 
wished to view the site, to contact him and he would arrange for the site to be 
opened up. 
 
Councillor R Carlin returned to the meeting during the discussion of this item at 
7.15pm. Councillor M Guy left the meeting during this item at 7.30pm. 
 
8.3 Kirkwoods Road Changing Pavilion 
 
It was agreed to recommend that Council approves the awarding of a grant of 
£16,200 to St Pat’s GAC to enable the Club to refurbish the modular changing 
facility and address a number of health and safety concerns in the most cost 
effective manner, providing a short term solution, pending the outcome of the 
Ministry of Defence estates review. It was further agreed to recommend that the 
Council gifts the existing 30 year old modular building to the Club and re-engages 
with the Club on a long term changing provision once the Ministry of Defence 
review has been completed.  It was further noted that this grant was given in  
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8.3 Kirkwoods Road Changing Pavilion (cont.) 
 
exceptional circumstances to sustain the pavilion in light of the health and safety 
and safeguarding issues.  
 
Councillor A McIntyre left the meeting during the discussion of this item at 7.48pm. 
 
8.4 Procurement of Horticultural Supplies – Tender Report 
 
It was agreed to note the recommendation of the tender report for the procurement 
of horticultural supplies as outlined in the report.  
 
8.5 Children’s Attractions – Tender Report 
 
It was agreed to note the recommendation of the tender report for the procurement 
of children’s attractions as outlined in the report.  
 
“Resumption of Normal Business” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Hon. N Trimble, seconded by Councillor N 
Anderson, and agreed to come out of Committee and normal business was 
resumed.  
 

9. Any Other Business 
 

9.1 St Patrick’s GAC, Lisburn 
  Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley 
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley, advised the Committee that he had been 
informed by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor J McCarthy, of the recent successes of 
St Patrick’s GAC, Lisburn in the MacCormack Cup competition and the Antrim 
Junior Championship. It was agreed to recommend that the Mayor would host a 
reception for this Club to acknowledge these successes.  
 
9.2 Upcoming Exhibitions 
  Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley 
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley, drew the Committee’s attention to the 
following two exhibitions currently on display in the Irish Linen Centre and Lisburn 
Museum and encouraged Members to attend the special events associated with 
each exhibition on 14th March 2020.  
 

• Lagan Links Exhibition (Running from 28th February – 8th June 2020)  
    14th March 2020 event from 12.00pm – 1.00pm. 

 
• Mary Lee Murphy’s ‘From Hand to Cloth’ Exhibition  

(Running from 31st January – 30th April 2020)  
14th March 2020 event – 1.30pm – 2.30pm. 

 
During the discussion of this item Councillor A McIntyre returned to the meeting at 
7.50pm. 
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9.3 Billy Neill MBE Country Park 
  Vice- Chairman, Councillor H Legge 
 
The Vice-Chairman, Councillor H Legge wished to thank the Head of Parks and 
Amenities for arranging a site visit at Billy Neill MBE Country Park as agreed at the 
February Committee meeting. The Vice-Chairman, Councillor H Legge stated that 
she felt the meeting was worthwhile and informative and that proposals arising 
from that meeting would be reflected in the updated planning application. 
Councillor S Skillen echoed this point and offered her thanks also to the Head of 
Parks and Amenities.  
 
9.4 Craigleith Open Space  
  Councillor S Skillen 
 
Councillor S Skillen referred to the proposal for a dedicated dog exercise area at 
Craigleith Open Space and queried if drainage would be incorporated into this plan 
as the area can flood. The Head of Parks and Amenities advised that drainage 
would not be incorporated at this location, which had been suggested as the 
location by Ballybeen Improvement Group for a dog exercise area, especially as 
the site has a slight slope, which he believed reduced the likelihood of flooding. 
 
9.5 Garden of Reflection at Moat Park  
  Councillor S Skillen 
 
Councillor S Skillen made reference to the solider silhouettes located at Moat Park 
and stated that she had recently been advised that the work undertaken by the 
Dundonald Historical and Cultural Society was not recognised in the press release 
surrounding the launch of these statues. The Head of Parks and Amenities 
advised that he would look in to this and update the Member on this directly. 
 
9.6 Ulster Grand Prix and Dundrod & District Motorcycle Club  
  The Right Worshipful, the Mayor, Councillor A Givan 
 
The Right Worshipful, the Mayor, Councillor A Givan referred to his previous 
request seeking an update on the Ulster Grand Prix. The Chairman, Alderman J 
Tinsley, advised that a meeting had taken place since this request with key 
officials and the Club was waiting to have a meeting with the newly elected 
Minister. The Director advised that he was unaware of any further update than this 
but would follow up accordingly.   
 
9.7 Ballymacash Rangers Football Club – Annual Dinner  
  The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley  
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley, advised the Committee that he has received 
correspondence from Ballymacash Rangers Football Club, asking that the Council 
would take a table at its annual dinner event on 30th May 2020 in Down Royal 
Racecourse. During the discussion of this item, it was agreed that Members would 
be given a week to confirm their availability to attend this event with a maximum of 
one table (10 places) being taken. If the table cannot be filled, then the unused 
places will be returned to Ballymacash Rangers FC to be resold, with the Council 
making a financial contribution for these unused spaces also. Alderman A Grehan 
referred to this item later in the meeting to seek clarification regarding the protocol 
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 9.7 Ballymacash Rangers Football Club – Annual Dinner (cont.) 
  The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley  
 
for inviting non-Committee Members to this event and the Chairman agreed that 
this invitation could be widened out to the other Councillors from the Lisburn South 
DEA following confirmation of attendance from Members of the Leisure & 
Community Development Committee. 
 
9.8 Condolences 
  The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley 
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley, informed the Committee that the funeral of Mr 
Robert (Bobby) Watson BEM had taken place earlier that day. The Chairman 
referred to the huge contribution that Mr Watson had made to sport within the 
Council area, in particularly in Lisburn. Councillor R T Beckett led a tribute to Mr 
Watson, who he had known for over 20 years and advised the Committee of the 
work that Mr Watson had undertaken with many sports but in particular with rugby, 
golf and crickets clubs. Councillor R T Beckett referred to the youth groups that Mr 
Watson had worked with and developed over the years and his role in the former 
Sport Lisburn and latterly, Lisburn and Castlereagh Sport. Councillor R T Beckett 
concluded by stating that Mr Watson would be sadly missed across the Council 
area. It was agreed to recommend that the Mayor would write a letter of 
condolence to Mr Watson’s family on behalf of the whole Council.  
 
9.9 Drumbo Vintage Rally  
  Councillor Hon. N Trimble 
 
Councillor Hon. N Trimble requested, on the behalf of Alderman J Baird, that 
infrastructure support, namely barriers, could be provided to the organisers of the 
Drumbo Vintage Rally. It was agreed that the Head of Parks and Amenities would 
liaise with Alderman J Baird in relation to this request.  
 
9.10 Leisure and Community Wellbeing Directorate Staff Departures 
  Councillor N Anderson 
 
Councillor N Anderson informed the Committee that he was aware of a member of 
staff from within the Leisure and Community Wellbeing Directorate who was 
retiring at the end of the month and asked if the Chairman would write a letter to 
him acknowledging his years of service. The Head of Sports Services advised that 
there were a number of staff within the Directorate who were leaving the 
employment of the Council and to ensure all staff were treated equally and not to 
create precedent of the Chairman writing to individuals, that he had already 
ascertained information from HR regarding these employees and has requested 
that the Chief Executive write to these staff.  
 
9.11 Lisburn Young Defenders Flute Band 
  The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley 
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley advised the Committee that he had received 
correspondence from Lisburn Young Defenders Flute Band advising that they will 
be visiting the regions of Somme and Flanders in April 2020 to celebrate its 50th 
Anniversary. While the funding for the trip has been arranged solely by the  



   LCD 03 03 2020 

9.11 Lisburn Young Defenders Flute Band (cont.) 
  The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley  
 
organisation, the Lisburn Young Defenders Flute Band have requested that the 
Council provide a financial contribution of £500 towards the purchasing of 
pennants, wreaths and small wooden crosses to be laid at villages, churches and 
graves throughout this trip and in particular at those sites with Lisburn and 
Castlereagh connections. It was agreed to recommend that the Council accede to 
this request. 
 
9.12 Balmoral Show – Horticultural Display  
  The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley 
 
The Chairman, Alderman J Tinsley, advised the Committee that correspondence 
had been received from NILGA inviting the Council to enter a horticultural display 
at the Balmoral Show. The Head of Parks and Amenities stated that the floral 
arrangement would be on display in Antrim Castle Gardens and could be brought 
back to Wallace Park after this event. It was agreed to recommend that the 
Council support the Parks and Amenities team with this entry. 
 
9.13 ‘Conflict to Peace – Our Community Transformation’ Book 

 
The Head of Communities advised Members that copies of the ‘Conflict to Peace – 
Our Community Transformation’ book, published with support of the Council, were 
available for Members.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 8.06pm. 

 
 
 
 
            
                    Mayor/Chairman 


