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LISBURN  &  CASTLEREAGH  CITY  COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Remote Meeting of the Environmental Services Committee held on 
Wednesday, 5 May, 2021 at 5:15 pm 
 
PRESENT IN 
CHAMBER: 
 

Councillor N Anderson  (Chairman) 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
Councillor N Trimble 
 

PRESENT IN REMOTE 
LOCATION: 
 

Deputy Mayor 
Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Councillor R McLernon  (Vice-Chairman) 
 
Aldermen J Baird, M Henderson MBE and S P Porter 
 
Councillors S Eastwood, A P Ewing, A Givan, M Gregg, 
S Lee, S Lowry, C McCready, A McIntyre, T Mitchell and 
S Skillen 
 

OTHER MEMBERS: In Remote Location 
 
Alderman S Martin and J Tinsley 
 
Councillor U Mackin 
 

IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

In Chamber: 
 
Director of Environmental Services 
IT Officer 
Technician  
Member Services Officers 
 
In Remote Location: 
 
Head of Service (Building Control) 
Head of Service (Environmental Health) 
Head of Service (Waste Management and Operational  
     Services) 
 

 
Commencement of the Meeting 
 
At the commencement of the meeting, the Chairman, Councillor N Anderson welcomed 
those present to the remote meeting of the Environmental Services Committee, which 
was being live streamed to enable members of the public to hear and see the 
proceedings.   
 
At this point, the Member Services Officer read out the names of the Elected Members 
and Officers in attendance at the meeting. 
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The Chairman, Councillor N Anderson, stated that, whilst the meeting was being live 
streamed, unauthorised recording was not permitted, as per the Council’s Standing 
Orders.  He asked that mobile phones be put on silent or switched off for the duration of 
the meeting and proceeded to outline the evacuation procedures in the case of an 
emergency. 
 
Councillors A Givan and U Mackin joined the meeting (5.18 pm). 
 
At this stage, the Director of Environmental Services pointed that there had been 
technical difficulties prior to the meeting commencing and advised Members what steps 
they should take if those difficulties persisted during the meeting. 
 
 
1. Apologies 
 

There were no apologies. 
 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 

 
3. Report from Head of Service (Building Control) 
 

3.1 Street Naming – at Lurganure Road, Lisburn 
 
The Head of Service (Building Control) reported that S J Anderson & Sons Ltd 
had proposed the names Cherry Hall and The Willows for a development of 15 
dwellings off the Lurganure Road, Lisburn.  Members were provided with copy of 
the development layout and were advised that the request met the requirements 
of the Council’s Street Naming Policy in that the names proposed reflected the 
previous tree species present on the site. 
 
Building Control Service having received no objections to the proposed names 
from Elected Members of the relevant District Electoral Area, nor the Royal Mail 
Address Management Team, it was proposed by Councillor A P Ewing, seconded 
by Councillor A Givan and agreed to recommend that the names Cherry Hall and 
The Willows be approved for the development of dwellings off Lurganure Road, 
Lisburn. 

 
 
4. Report from Head of Service (Waste Management and Operational Services) 

 
4.1 Production of Responses to Consultations on (a) Introducing a Deposit 
  Return Scheme in England, Wales and Northern Ireland and (b) Extended 

  Producer Responsibility for Packaging 
 

Councillors T Mitchell and C McCready joined the meeting during consideration 
of this item of business (5.32 pm and 5.34 pm respectively). 
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4.1 Production of Responses to Consultations on (a) Introducing a Deposit 
  Return Scheme in England, Wales and Northern Ireland and (b) Extended 

  Producer Responsibility for Packaging  (Contd) 
 

The Head of Service (Waste Management and Operational Services) advised 
that the above consultations had recently been published and set out in his report 
summaries from the consultation websites.  The closing date for submission of 
responses for both was 4 June, 2021. 
 
The consultation documents were welcomed and supported by a number of 
Members. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Baird and seconded by Alderman M Henderson 
that approval be given to the production and submission of suitable responses to 
the consultations and that delegated authority be given to the Director of 
Environmental Services to discuss and agree the content of the responses with 
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman prior to submission. 
 
Councillor M Gregg having stated his disappointment that responses were not 
currently available for Members’ consideration, proposed that a special meeting 
of the Committee be convened before the end of May in order that consideration 
could be given to the responses prior to their submission on 4 June.  This 
proposal was seconded by Councillor S Eastwood.  
 
In response to comments regarding responses not being available currently for 
consideration, the Director of Environmental Services explained that a number of 
workshops were scheduled to take place across the region, organised by NILGA, 
arc21 and the Technical Advisors Group, but those had not yet taken place.  In 
order that the Council’s responses could be fully informed, Officers were to 
attend those workshops before drafting responses. 
 
The proposal by Alderman J Baird, seconded by Alderman M Henderson was put 
to the meeting and, on a vote being taken, was declared ‘carried’, the voting 
being 10 in favour of the proposal and 4 against.  Given that the proposal was to 
give delegated authority to the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, Councillors 
N Anderson and R McLernon did not take part in the vote.  Councillor A Givan, 
having left the meeting prior to the vote being taken, did not participate. 
 
Members who had comments they wished to be considered for inclusion in the 
responses were asked to provide those to the Head of Service no later than 13 
May, 2021.  Completed responses would be brought to Committee at a future 
date for retrospective approval.  At the request of Councillor M Gregg, it was 
agreed that, at the same time the responses were being provided to the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman for agreement, they would also be provided to 
other Committee Members. 
 
Due to technical issues, there was a short break in proceedings from 5.43 pm to 
5.45 pm. 
 
Alderman J Tinsley and Councillor A Givan did not re-join the meeting 
immediately after the break.  Alderman S Martin joined the meeting at 5.45 pm. 
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It was agreed that the additional report by the Head of Service (Environmental 
Health) be considered at this point in the meeting. 
 
 

5. Report from Head of Service (Environmental Health) 
 
 5.1 Procedure for Graffiti and Flyposting Removal 
 

The Head of Service (Environmental Health) reported that the Clean 
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act (Northern Ireland) 2011, Part 4 charged 
District Councils with the responsibility of dealing with graffiti in its area.  
Members were provided with a copy of: 
 
(a) details of complaints received by the Environmental Health Service Unit 
  over the last 2 years; and 
(b) the Council’s current approved procedure to deal with this nuisance and 
  which was designed to assist with recognising the anguish and distress 
  caused to the property owner who was a victim to this unsolicited trespass 
  on their property. 
 
Members were advised that graffiti could be defined in two categories and the 
response from Council Officers would depend on which category the graffiti fell 
under.  In a change to the existing procedure, it was proposed that Council 
Officers should always engage with premises owners and, where possible, give 
assistance and support to business premises, places of worship, community 
facilities and domestic dwellings.  Many of the reported graffiti incidents were in 
the detrimental category and this latest update presented a more positive attitude 
from Council to assist and support the victims of this crime.  This support may 
involve the obliteration of the defacement of the property with the owner’s 
permission in circumstances where this obliteration was limited to a specific area 
of surface.  The treatment must be at a reasonable cost, taking into account the 
type of surface and the likely outcome of the treatment. 
 
Members noted that the amount spent on graffiti removal by the Council over the 
past 2 years was approximately £700; however, this amount was to deal with 
offensive graffiti only and the other category of detrimental was not addressed.  
There was financial provision of £1,500 within the 2021/21 budget and the 
proposal was that this budget would be used to address both offensive and 
detrimental graffiti in public areas to assist the property owners who were victims 
of this scourge.  Given the limited budget and the potential increase in demand, 
Officers would prioritise service requests in relation to graffiti based on type of 
defacement and location. 
 
The proposed change to the procedure had been screened and did not represent 
a substantial change to the existing procedure.  Furthermore, it was recognised 
that some additional preventative programmes required to be explored so as to 
try and engage with those potentially responsible for the graffiti.  This had been 
raised as a cross-cutting matter at other Committees, including both the 
Development Committee and the Leisure and Community Development 
Committee.  Members noted that it was, therefore, proposed that a meeting be 
convened with the respective Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen, along with 
respective Heads of Service, to discuss this issue and explore some of the  
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 5.1 Procedure for Graffiti and Flyposting Removal  (Contd) 
 

opportunities to engage those responsible away from this activity in public areas 
and investigate possible funding streams to remove this blight from commercial 
areas. 
 
It was agreed, on a proposal by Councillor S Lowry, that the proposed 
amendments to the Graffiti and Flyposting procedure be noted. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor N Anderson, paid tribute to the work of all Council 
Officers involved with this matter, as did Councillors S Lowry and S Eastwood.  
Alderman S P Porter put on record his thanks to the Chairman and Vice-
Chairman for having this matter progressed. 
 
Councillor Lowry put on record her thanks to the Head of Parks & Amenities and 
his team in respect of how swiftly they had acted to remove racial graffiti at Moat 
Park, Castlereagh East, and parts of Ballybeen.   

 
 
The Chairman, Councillor N Anderson, stated that ‘Any Other Business’ would be 
considered at this point in the meeting, prior to going into committee for 
confidential business. 
 
Councillor A Givan re-joined the meeting at this point (5.54 pm). 

 
 
6. Any Other Business 
 

6.1 Fly-tipping at Slievenacloy Nature Reserve 
  Councillor S Eastwood 
 
Councillor S Eastwood thanked staff for their work over the Bank Holiday 
weekend in dealing with a further incident of fly-tipping at Slievenacloy Nature 
Reserve. 
 
6.2 Electric Vehicle Charging Points 
  Councillor S Eastwood 
 
Alderman J Tinsley re-joined the meeting during consideration of this item of 
business (5.58 pm). 
 
Councillor S Eastwood advised that she had been contacted by a constituent in 
relation to electric vehicle charging points, who had advised that in terms of the 
number of such points per council area, Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council was 
last or second last.  Councillor Eastwood stated that, since joining the Council, 
she was aware that this matter had been raised with others and the Council had 
done a good job of work in terms of highlighting this.  The Council was not 
lacking in ambition in relation to this issue.  She stated that entire responsibility 
for this did not sit with councils; the Department for Infrastructure (DfI) had a 
responsibility.  Councillor Eastwood asked that Officers prepare a report in 
respect of where charging points were currently located and the feasibility of 
providing further points in an economical way.  The Head of Service  
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6.2 Electric Vehicle Charging Points  (Contd) 
  Councillor S Eastwood 
 
(Environmental Health) advised that he was due to attend an Officers’ Group 
meeting next week to discuss electric vehicle charging points.  He agreed to 
prepare a report following that meeting for presentation to relevant Committees, 
given that this matter cut across a number of Council departments. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor S Eastwood, seconded by Alderman M Henderson 
and agreed to recommend that a letter be sent to DfI asking what plans it had to 
assist the Council and its ratepayers to have a strategy and a transformative 
approach to electric vehicle charging points. 
 
6.3 Licensing of Food Businesses/Outlets 
  Alderman J Baird 
 
Alderman J Baird referred to the number of new food businesses/outlets that had 
developed over the past year and enquired if those required to be licensed.  The 
Head of Service (Environmental Health) concurred that a significant number of 
new businesses had opened during the pandemic, particularly wishing to avail of 
serving people utilising green outdoor spaces.  He advised that food businesses 
required to be registered for the sale of food prior to operating; however, he 
explained that whether a licence for street trading was required was dependent 
on a number of things. 
 
6.4 Clean-up of Lagan Towpath 
  The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, referred to the section of 
the Lagan Towpath between Lagan Valley Island and Moore’s Bridge often being 
frequented by youths, who consumed alcohol there.  There had been a lot of 
broken glass along that that section and the Mayor thanked the Head of Service 
(Waste Management and Operational Services) for having liaised with Lagan 
Valley Regional Park (LVRP) to have the area cleaned.  Unfortunately, within 
days, the same situation had arisen again.  The towpath was much used by dog 
walkers, joggers, etc. and the Mayor asked if the Council could highlight this to 
LVRP (who had enforcement responsibility) to ensure the area received regular 
attention.  The Director of Environmental Services confirmed that such 
engagement with LVRP would take place. 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, stated that this area of the towpath 
had received police attention recently, when 50-100 youths had been dispersed.  
She stated that a multiagency approach (involving PSNI, Council and LVRP) was 
needed to address not only the cleaning up issue, but also the safety of those 
people who used the towpath as part of their fitness regime who were now afraid 
to do so.  Councillor S Eastwood concurred with comments made by both the 
Mayor and Deputy Mayor and suggested that the multiagency approach referred 
to by the Deputy Mayor also include youth groups. 
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6.5 Bulky Waste Collections 
  The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, referred to the 
arrangements for collection of bulky waste during the pandemic, whereby items 
were required to be left out 72 hours prior to collection, and enquired if there 
were any plans to review that.  The Director of Environmental Services explained 
that bulky waste collections were based on risk assessments that were informed 
by the current health regulations and guidance.  At the minute, nothing had 
changed that detracted from the 72 hours; however, as soon as regulations and 
guidance changed, risk assessments would be revised. 
 
6.6 Walk a Mile Initiative 
  Chairman, Councillor N Anderson 
 
The Chairman, Councillor N Anderson, referred to an initiative being undertaken 
by a local resident, whereby he walked a mile picking up any litter along the way.  
It was proposed by Councillor N Anderson and seconded by Councillor A Givan 
that consideration be given to the Council encouraging members of the 
community to take part in such an initiative.  The Director of Environmental 
Services pointed out that issues around this needed to be considered, such as 
where the waste collected by individuals was deposited, given the fact that if they 
took it home, that would impact on their own waste capacity.  Whilst this was a 
successful initiative and worked elsewhere, the Director stated that the Head of 
Service (Waste Management and Operational Services) would require to 
coordinate with local community groups regarding central collection points, etc.  
The Director took note of comments by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny 
Palmer, in relation to safety concerns associated with this, especially during the 
current pandemic. 
 
6.7 Pollution Incident – Glenavy River 
  Head of Service (Environmental Health) 
 
The Head of Service (Environmental Health) advised that the above matter had 
been raised by Councillor S Lee at the Council meeting held on 27 April, 2021 
and confirmed that the Environmental Health Manager had since liaised directly 
with Councillor Lee regarding the issues raised. 
 
6.8 Number of Licenced Dogs and Promotion of Licensing Requirement 
  Head of Service (Environmental Health) 
 
Further to the above matter having been raised by Councillor S Skillen at the 
meeting of Council held on 27 April, 2021, the Head of Service (Environmental 
Health) advised that there were currently 17,380 dogs licensed in the Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council area.  Dog licensing was promoted in a number of 
ways, eg. advertised on the Council’s website and in the City Matters publication, 
puppy packs left in local veterinary practices for new owners, liaison with local 
breeders to make sure they were aware of requirements.  Information in relation 
to the number of stray and unwanted dogs was provided to the Department of 
Agriculture, Environment & Rural Affairs on a quarterly basis by all 11 councils. 
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6.9 DNA Dog Testing 
  Director of Environmental Services 
 
The Director of Environmental Services advised that the above matter had been 
raised by the Chairman, Councillor N Anderson, at the Council meeting held on 
27 April, 2021 and confirmed that a full report on this would be brought to the 
June meeting of the Committee. 
 
6.10 Kerbside Waste Collections Members’ Workshop 
  Director of Environmental Services 
 
The Director of Environmental Services referred to the above matter, which was 
to be considered later in the meeting under Confidential Business.  She asked 
that any Members who had not yet indicated their preference of workshop do so 
at their earliest convenience. 
 
6.11 Number of Unwanted Dogs 
  Councillor A P Ewing 
 
In response to a query by Councillor A P Ewing, the Head of Service 
(Environmental Health) confirmed that, in the last year, there had been an 
increase in the number of dogs registered; however, there was no increase in the 
number of stray or unwanted dogs at the minute. 
 
 
Due to technical issues, there was a short break in proceedings from 6.23 pm to 
6.25 pm.  Alderman S Martin did not re-join the meeting after the break. 
 
 

7. Confidential Business 
 

The matters contained in the confidential report would be dealt with “In 
Committee” due to containing information relating to (a) the financial or business 
affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that information); 
and (b) any consultations or negotiations, or contemplated consultations or 
negotiations, in connection with any labour relations matter arising between the 
Council and a Government Department and employees of, or office holders 
under, the Council. 
 
“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Baird, seconded by Alderman M Henderson and 
agreed that the following matters be considered “in committee”, in the absence of 
members of the press and public being present. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor N Anderson, thanked anyone who had been following 
the meeting on the live-stream, which was terminated at this point. 
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7.1 Kerbside Waste Collections Members’ Workshops 
 
It was proposed by Councillor S Skillen, seconded by Alderman M Henderson 
and agreed to recommend that Kerbside Waste Collections Workshops be held, 
as outlined in the Director’s report. 
 
7.2 Car Parking Enforcement Future Provision Update 
 
Members were provided with a further copy of a report from the December 2020 
Confidential Items for Noting Schedule in relation to the future provision of Off 
Street Car Parking Enforcement. 
 
Following discussion, it was proposed by Councillor S Lee, seconded by 
Councillor A Givan and agreed to recommend that: 
 
(a) the Council agree not to renew the Service Agreement with the 
 Department for Infrastructure for Car Parking Services post October 2022;  
 and 
(b) the Council agree to join a tendering process, as outlined in Option B in  
 the Director’s report, with the other councils that wished to join such a  
 process. 
 
7.3 Verbal Matter – Update on Mullaghglass Landfill Site 
 Director of Environmental Services 
 
The Director of Environmental Services advised that, as the update from the 
Northern Ireland Environment Agency had only been received this evening, a 
verbal update would not be provided at the meeting but a written update would 
be provided to Members the following day. 
 
7.4 Verbal Matter – Purchase of Additional Fido Machine 
 Director of Environmental Services 
 
The Director of Environmental Services referred to agreement at the last meeting 
of the Committee in relation to the purchase of an additional Fido machine.  She 
advised that the price advised at that time was incorrect and the machine would 
cost an additional £1,500.  It was proposed by Alderman J Baird, seconded by 
Councillor S Lowry and agreed to recommend that this additional expenditure be 
approved. 
 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, 
seconded by Councillor M Gregg and agreed to come out of committee and 
normal business was resumed. 
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There being no further business, the meeting was terminated at 6.45 pm. 
 
 
 
 
             
                   Mayor/Chairman 


