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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Environmental Services Committee held 
remotely and in the Island Civic Centre, The Island, Lisburn, on Wednesday 
3 February 2021 at 5:15 pm 
 

 
PRESENT Present in the Chamber: 

 
Councillor N Anderson (Chairman) 
 
Present in Remote Location: 
 
Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
Vice-Chairman, Councillor R McLernon 
 
Aldermen J Baird and SP Porter 

 
Councillors S Eastwood, AP Ewing, A Givan, M Gregg, S 
Lee, S Lowry, C McCready, A McIntyre, T Mitchell and S 
Skillen 

 
OTHER MEMBERS:  
 

 
 

 
IN ATTENDANCE 

 
Present in Remote Location: 
Alderman J Tinsley 
Councillors J Craig, A Gowan, U Mackin 
 
 
Present in the Chamber: 
Director of Environmental Services 
Member Services Manager 
Member Services Officer 
 
Present in Remote Location: 

    Head of Service (Building Control)  
    Head of Service (Environmental Health) 

Head of Service (Waste Management and Operational 
Service 
 

Commencement of Meeting 
 

The Chairman, Councillor N Anderson, welcomed Members to the February 
2021 meeting of the Environmental Services Committee which was being 
live streamed to enable members of the public to hear and see the 
proceedings. At this stage the Member Services Manager read out the 
names of the Elected Members in attendance at the meeting. 
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The Chairman, Councillor N Anderson stated that, whilst the meeting was 
being live streamed, unauthorised recording was not permitted, as per the 
Council’s Standing Orders.  He then proceeded to outline the evacuation 
procedures in the case of an emergency. 

   
1. Apologies 
 

It was agreed that apologies for non-attendance at the meeting be recorded from 
Alderman M Henderson, and the Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble 
it was further noted that Councillor Tim Mitchell would be arriving late. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 

The Chairman invited Members to declare any Conflicts of Interest they 
might have in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of 
the requirement to complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, 
which had been provided.   
No Declarations of Interest were made. 
 

3. Report by the Head of Service (Building Control)Services 
 

It was Proposed by The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, seconded by 
Councillor A Ewing and agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head 
of Service (Building Control)  be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below, 
and other items noted. 
 
3.1 Consultation – Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs, 

Consultation on Northern Ireland Climate Change Bill 
 

 Members had been provided with information on the above Consultation response 
which had been submitted in line with the closing date.  Since then other 
information from Arc 21 and NILGA has been received and circulated to the 
Committee for noting.  
 

 After consideration it was proposed by The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny 
Palmer, seconded by Councillor S Lee and agreed that the Committee 
retrospectively approve the circulated submission on behalf of the Council in 
relation to the DAERA consultation on the Northern Ireland Climate Change Bill. 
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 3.2    Consultation – Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affaris,  
        Consultation on Environmental Plans, Principles and Governance for  

           Northern Ireland   
  
 

 Members had been provided with information on the above Consultation and it 
was proposed by Councillor R McLernon, seconded by Councillor A Ewing and 
agreed that Members note the NILGA response to the DAERA consultation on 
Environmental Plans, Principles and Governance for NI. 
 
(During the above item Councillor J Craig arrived at 5.20pm, Councillor U Mackin  
arrived at 5.21 pm and Councillor T Mitchell arrived at 5.27 pm) 
 
 

4.  Report by the Head of Service (Environmental Health) 
 
It was Proposed by The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, seconded by 
Councillor A Given and agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head 
of Service (Environmental Health)  be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded 
below, and other items noted. 
  
4.1    Clean Air Strategy for Northern Ireland 

 
Members were advised that the Department of Agriculture, Environment 
and Rural Affairs (DAERA) had launched a Public Discussion Document in  
advance of developing the first Clean Air Strategy for Northern Ireland and were 
advised that information on the Discussion Document had been included in the 
January Noting Schedule. 
 
Members had been provided with a draft response to the Discussion Document 
and were afforded the opportunity to ask questions. 

 
 The Head of Service responded to the questions raised and agreed to make the 

necessary amendments to the draft response requested.  Further clarification was 
sought around awareness on air quality and regulatory requirements in respect of 
secondary heating appliances which the Head of Service for Environmental Health 
and Building control addressed.  

 
After consideration it was proposed by The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny 
Palmer, seconded by Councillor R McLernon and agreed that the Committee 
approve the response to DAERA in relation to the Clean Air Strategy for Northern 
Ireland Public Discussion Document subject to the agreed amendment. 
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5. Any Other Business 
  

5.1   Littering in Rural Areas 
 The Chairman, Councillor N Anderson 
 

The Chairman, Councillor N Anderson asked if signage could be improved and 
community resources used to assist with the issues of littering in rural areas.  
Councillor S Eastwood provided some information on a project which had been 
arranged in conjunction with Council officers during the  summer and  then went on 
to make suggestions for projects which could contribute to the  education side of 
this issue. 

 
The Director of Environmental Services advised that opportunities to reach out and 
promote Environmental Awareness across the entire community were being 
actively considered. 

 
 
5.2   Land at Blaris Drive 
 The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 

The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer sought an update on the current 
status of a piece of land at Blaris Drive which she understood to be gifted to the 
Council for use as a car park to service the Tow Path. The Director of 
Environmental Services undertook to refer the query to the Director of 
Transformation and provide an update in due course. 

 
 
5.3   Dog Fouling 
 Councillor T Mitchell 
 

Councillor T Mitchell referred to an increase in reports of dog fouling coming to him 
through constituents recently and asked if any additional action could be taken.  
The Director of Environmental Health outlined an ongoing social media campaign 
which was being rolled out in an attempt to promote responsible dog ownership, 
she also explained that whilst additional cleaning could be initiated, it was 
important to keep raising the profile and make those responsible for the fouling in 
public accountable for preventing it.    

 
The Head of Service (EH) further advised of the challenges in detecting offenders 
and that additional measures were being explored, including the option of 
pavement stencilling.  
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5.4 Forest Schools  Home Schooling Resources 
 Councillor S Skillen 
 

Councillor Skillen referred to the Forest Schools Home Schooling Resources 
commenting that these were excellent and should continue to  be supported. 

 
 

Clap for Captain Sir Tom Moore – Adjournment of Meeting 
 
At this stage (5.58 pm) The Chairman, Councillor N Anderson, declared the 
meeting adjourned to enable those present to participate in the Clap for Captain 
Sir Tom Moore event which was being held nationwide at 6.00 pm to acknowledge 
the life and achievements of Captain Sir Tom Moore who had died the previous 
day.  Those present in the Chamber also participated in the event. 
 
Resumption of Meeting 
 
The meeting resumed at 6.02 pm and the Chairman, Councillor N Anderson 
thanked those who had participated for doing so, he also advised that the Council 
had opened a book of condolences which could be signed on-line. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor N Anderson thanked those on the livestream for 
attending and informed them that the meeting would now be going into Committee 
to consider some items of business which were confidential for the following 
reasons: 

 
• Information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could 

be maintained in legal proceedings; and 
 

• Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular 
person (including the Council holding that information). 

 
  

“In Committee” 
 

It was proposed by Councillor T Mitchell, seconded by Alderman J Baird, and agreed 
that the following matters be considered “in committee”, in the absence of members 
of the press and public. 

 
The livestream was paused. 
 
 
 
 



  ESC 03 02 2021 

108 
 

6.0 Confidential Business 
 

 
6.1   Verbal Update on NHS off street parking arrangements 
 

 The Director of Environmental Services provided a verbal update on the above 
arrangements which had now been established with effect from 1 Feb 2021. The 
information provided was noted by the Committee. 

 
 The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer welcomed this initiative and wished to 

put on record her thanks to the officers concerned  for bringing this to a conclusion 
and to , Sir Jeffrey Donaldson MP, to Robbie Butler MLA, to fellow Members of 
Council  for their support in progressing it. 

 
 
6.2 Verbal Update on Mullaghglass Landfill site  
 

 The Director of Environmental Services provided a verbal update on a stakeholder 
meeting held regarding the above matter, advising that a written update would be 
issued in due course.  

 
 The information provided was noted by the Committee. 
 
 Councillor J Craig and the Chairman, Councillor N Anderson commended the 

Head of Service (EH) and the Director of Environmental Services for the work they 
had carried out in progressing this matter. 

  
 
6.3  Verbal Update on On Street Car Parking 
 

 The Director of Environmental Services provided a verbal update on the 
notification of changes to the enforcement of On Street Car Parking which 
she said would be formally advised to Members once the Department for 
Infrastructure confirmed the remit of any variation. 

  
 

Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Councillor R McLernon, seconded by Councillor S Skillen 
and agreed to come out of committee and normal business was resumed. 
 

 
The Livestream recommenced. 
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At this stage Councillor M Gregg sought confirmation on why written Confidential 
Reports had not been circulated in advance of the meeting.  The Director of 
Environmental Services reminded members that, at the January 2021 Meeting of 
Council, she had advised those present that she would be providing a verbal 
update on these items of confidential business due to the time constraints 
involved. The chair agreed that the Director had advised of this and thanked the 
Director for providing essential and timely information to members.   

 
There being no further business, the Chairman, Councillor N Anderson thanked 
Council officers for their input and the meeting was terminated at 6.31 pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
          CHAIRMAN 
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