
  

 
 

          28 February 2019 
 
 
  
 
Chairman: Alderman W A Leathem 
Vice-Chairman: Alderman A G Ewart MBE 
Aldermen:  W J Dillon MBE, D Drysdale, T Jeffers & S Martin  
Councillors: J Baird, S Carson, A P Ewing, J Gallen, J Gray MBE, 

B Hanvey, T Morrow, A Redpath & S Skillen 
 
Ex Officio  The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin 
   Deputy Mayor, Councillor A Grehan 
 
 
The Monthly Meeting of the Development Committee will be held in the Island Civic Centre, 
The Island, Lisburn, on Wednesday, 6 March 2019 at 7.00 pm for the transaction of business 
on the undernoted Agenda. 
 
You are requested to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAVID BURNS 
Chief Executive 
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Agenda 
 
 

1     Apologies    
 
 

2      Declarations of Interest 
 
 
3      Deputation 

 
     3.1    Mr Bobby Willis - Presentation on the World Rally Championships (Item 3 of the   
              Director’s Report refers – 7.00 pm) 

 
 
4         Confidential Business 
            
           4.1  Land at 88 Bridge Street (Former Wallace Restaurant) - Confidential due to   
                   information relating to the financial or business affairs of the organisation concerned  
                   (including the Council holding that information) 
 
 4.2   Lisburn Commerce Against Crime - Confidential due to information relating   
                   to the financial or business affairs of the organisation concerned (including the    
                   Council holding that information) 
 
                   4.2.1   Future Operating Arrangements 
                   4.2.2   CityWatch Update Reports 
 

4.3    Legal Updates - Drumkeen Retail Park - Confidential due to information in relation to     
         which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal  
         proceedings) 

 
4.4    Planning Judicial Reviews - Confidential due to information in relation to     
         which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal  
         proceedings)) 

 
 4.5     Full Fibre NI Consortium Bid – Lisburn Commerce Against Crime (LCAC) – Update 
           Confidential due to information relating to the financial or business affairs of the    
                     organisation concerned (including the Council holding that information) 
 
           4.6     Draft Consultation and Engagement Strategy with Neighbouring Councils  -   
                     Confidential due to information relating to the financial or business affairs of the  
                     organisation concerned (including the Council holding that information) 
  

 
 



5         Report of the Director of Service Transformation  
 

5.1   Report of the Head of Economic Development 
  
                   5.1.1   DAERA Rural Business Small Grants Initiative 
         5.1.2   Holiday World Dublin 
                   5.1.3   Belfast Regional Tourism Partnership 
         5.1.4   Lisburn Linkages Update 
                   5.1.5   Lisburn City Centre MasterPlan Review – Public Consultation 
                   5.1.6   Rural Village Renewal Programme - Funding 
                   5.1.7   Lisburn Public Realm Scheme – Shortlisted in RICS Awards: 
                              Gala Ceremony & Dinner, Crowne Plaza Hotel, Shaws Bridge, Belfast 
 

5.2    Report of the LCCC BRCD Co-ordinator 
  

            5.2.1  Belfast Region City Deal (BRCD) – Heads of Terms Update 
              
    5.3      Presentation – World Rally Championships 
 
           5.4     Lisburn Light Festival – Post Event Review and Proposals for 2019 
                           
           5.5     Replacement Planning Portal – Initial In Principal Investment 

  
5.6     Hillsborough Forest Lease 
 
5.7    DfI Roads Correspondence  

  
 
 

oooOOOooo 
 
 
 

To: Members of Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 



LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING OF THE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – 6 MARCH 2019 

 
REPORT BY MR DONAL ROGAN, DIRECTOR OF SERVICE TRANSFORMATION 

 

PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 

 

The purpose of this report is to set out for Members’ consideration a number of 

recommendations specifically relating to the operation of the Council. 

 

The following decisions are required: 

 

1. To consider the items in the Report by the Head of Economic Development 

2. To consider the items in the Report by the BRCD Coordinator 

3. To consider the presentation by Mr Bobby Willis on his plans to bring the 
2020 World Rally Championships to Northern Ireland  

4. To consider the success of the Lisburn Light Festival and to give 
consideration to the Light Festival for 2019 

5. To note the further contribution by DfI in relation to the Planning Portal and 
consider how to progress in relation to agreement on the division of cost 
allocation through SOLACE 

6. To give consideration to the approach outlined in relation to Hillsborough 
Forest Lease 

7. To consider the correspondence from DfI Roads 

 
 
1. REPORT BY MR PAUL McCORMICK, HEAD OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
 

Attached at APPENDIX 1 is a report from the Head of Economic Development in 
respect of items under his remit. 
 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommend that Members consider the items in the Report by the Head of 
Economic Development and agree the recommendations therein.   
 
 
2.  REPORT BY MS HAZEL KING, BELFAST REGION CITY DEAL CO-

ORDINATOR  
 
Attached at APPENDIX 2 is a report from the Belfast Region City Deal Co-Ordinator, 
in respect of items under her remit. 
 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommend that Members consider the items in the Report by the Belfast 
Region City Deal Co-Ordinator and agree the recommendations therein.   
 
  

 
 



 
3. PRESENTATION – WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
Members will recall that the February 2019 Development Committee agreed for Mr 
Bobby Willis to make a presentation on his plans to bring the 2020 World Rally 
Championships to Northern Ireland.  
 
Further to consideration by the Members, any expenditure agreed will be incurred in 
the financial year 2020/2021. 
 
A copy of the World Rally Championship brochure is attached at APPENDIX 3 for 
Members information.   
 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the Committee considers the presentation and decides 
whether they wish to make provision in the next year’s rates estimates process for 
the inclusion of part sponsoring this event. 
 
 
4. LISBURN LIGHT FESTIVAL – POST EVENT REVIEW AND PROPOSALS 

FOR 2019 

Lisburn Light Festival ran from the end of November 2018 until 25 January 2019 with 
light shows running daily alongside a full and varied events programme. On street 
surveys; business surveys and analysis of footfall figures has now taken place and a 
post event report has been prepared. Analysing this research demonstrates the 
success of the initiative with many outcomes achieved. 
 
Members will be aware that the Council have committed to deliver the Light Festival 
for three years so to this end officers have already began working to research and 
develop concepts for the next Festival due to take place in 2019.  
 
The Council’s Regeneration & Infrastructure Manager will be in attendance to 
present a post event review and some initial proposals for the next Light Festival for 
Members to consider.  
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that Members consider the success of the Lisburn Light Festival 
outlined in the post event review and give consideration to further proposals in order 
to enhance the Light Festival for 2019. 
 
 
5.  REPLACEMENT PLANNING PORTAL – INITIAL IN PRINCIPAL 

INVESTMENT  

Members will be aware of the need to replace the current NI Planning Portal as the 
current system is no longer supported past 2020. The Department for Finance are 
currently leading on an initiative on behalf of the 11 councils and themselves on this 
project of which they are due to contribute 40% of the capital costs as well as the 



annual revenue contributions for support and maintenance. We have received an 
updated business case which was presented to the Heads of Planning. 
 
Over the ten year period the council’s contribution will is proposed to be £160K but is 
still subject to further consideration and ultimately a tendered return. Included within 
this figure is the development of a full specification, procurement, data migration and 
project management costs. The system will include both an improved management 
information system but also importantly an improved customer interface. Importantly 
there will be process efficiencies also incorporated. 
 
As previously reported it is proposed that the apportionment of costs across the 11 
councils is on an equal basis.  Through SOLACE these matters are still being 
negotiated and in that regard attached at APPENDIX 4 is a letter from DfI offering an 
additional £1 million.  A further report will be brought through the Development 
Committee in relation to LCC’s investment.  Attached at APPENDIX 5 is both the 
draft Memorandum of Understanding and the cost profile for each of the councils on 
an evenly split basis.  
 
In progressing the work around the new Planning IT system, some levels of 
assumption have been made regarding the Regional Property Certificates in that 
these could be part of this new Planning IT system. It is however recognised that a 
detailed review of the Property Certificate Service as a whole should be performed 
prior to delivery, to confirm the scope of the functionality required and whether this 
should be developed as a separate or integrated with the Planning IT system. In 
addition to this, the Law Society has recently approached SOLACE enquiring about 
the potential of combining the Regional Property Certificate with the District Council 
Property Certificate into a single process, as both are now administered by Councils. 
This of course would have implications for the existing but separate IT systems used 
by District Council Property Certificates and Regional Property Certificates. Currently 
consultees to the Regional Property Certificate are notified automatically when a new 
application is added. They log onto the Property Certificate System (PCS) and 
respond to the agreed queries. For Planning, the response fields are automatically 
filled, as the information is extracted from the Planning Portal, requiring just review 
and authorisation before returning. Other consultees, whose IT systems are not 
integrated with PCS, must complete the fields manually. It is understood that 
Building Control, Licensing and Environmental Health searches work in a similar way 
to that of Planning and would wish to retain at least this level of automation. To 
further progress this option of integration the needs and options around the Regional 
and Local Council Property Certificate processes must be considered. This may 
provide an opportunity to streamline and transform how the Property Certificate 
service is delivered in Northern Ireland. This work will inform the type of IT system or 
systems required and whether this should be delivered as part of the new Planning 
IT System or separately.  
 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that Members note the further contribution by DfI and that through 
SOLACE the apportionment across the councils is to be agreed by the Chief 
Executives.   
 



 

6.  HILLSBOROUGH FOREST LEASE 

 

Members will have noted the proposal to adopt the lease associated with the future 
management of Hillsborough Forest within the legal agreements at Full Council 
presented for sealing.  It is now recommended that the transfer of responsibility and 
the opportunity that is presented in doing this is promoted across the Council.  In 
discussion with the Chairman we would ask Committee to give consideration to the 
Chair and Vice-Chair of the following committees, Leisure and Community 
Development, Capital Projects and the Development Committee in conjunction with 
the Mayor, the potential for Hillsborough Forest redevelopment and a commitment to 
take forward a series of community engagement activities.   
 

Recommendation 
It is recommended that Members give consideration to and approve the approach 
outlined.   
 
 
7. DfI ROADS CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Several correspondence from DfI in relation to private access, parking bays and 
stopping up notices have been issued to the Council for both information and 
consideration.  Given the localised nature of these notifications it has been proposed 
that we issue these to the DEA Members for comments back to DfI to be co-ordinated 

through the Director’s office.  These notices will be sent to the relevant DEA Members 
following committee, should committee endorse this approach going forward.   

 
Recommendation 
Members are asked to give consideration to the proposal from DfI and provide any 

comments. 

 

 

DONAL ROGAN 
DIRECTOR OF SERVICE TRANSFORMATION 
28 February 2019 
 



LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING OF THE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – 6 MARCH 2019 

REPORT BY MR PAUL MCCORMICK, HEAD OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to set out for Members’ consideration a number of 

recommendations specifically relating to the operation of the Council. 

The following decisions are required: 

1. To approve the submission of a Collaborative Business Case to DAERA for 
the drawdown of the LCCC £50,000 allocation 

2. To agree to a presence at the 2020 Holiday World Dublin 

3. To agree to £6,000 sponsorship opportunity for 2019-2020 for Belfast Regional 
Tourism Partnership 

4. To consider the update on the Lisburn Linkages Public Realm Scheme 

5. To consider and approve the approach to Lisburn City Centre Masterplan 
Review Public Consultation  

6. To note the update on the Rural Village Renewal Programme and agree to the 
updated match funding requirements for each project. 

7. To agree to the attendance of the Chairman and/or Vice Chairman or their 
nominees along with appropriate officer representation at the RICS Awards 
event on 30th May 2019 

1. DAERA RURAL BUSINESS SMALL GRANTS INITIATIVE

Members are advised that DAERA has approached all 11 Councils to explore the 
potential roll out of a Rural Business Small Capital Grant Initiative to be delivered in 
the 2019/20 financial year which could also potentially be made available in 
subsequent years. 

This is proposed to be a Pilot Scheme funded under the Department of Agriculture, 
Environment and Rural Affairs Tackling Rural Poverty and Social Isolation 
Programme (TRPSI).   

Members will be aware that the current Rural Development Programme (2014 - 
2020) provides a range of support for capital investment in rural areas in the areas of 
rural tourism and rural recreation.  

It is envisaged that this new initiative will complement the investment by targeting 
specific micro businesses for support over and above those provided by mainstream 
funding.  

Appendix 1 



Early discussions with DAERA have indicated the following key points in relation to 
how the initiative may potentially be rolled out: 
 

1. DAERA would provide each Council with a Letter of Offer for £50,000 to 

deliver grant aid to rural businesses. There is potential for up to 15% (£7,500) 

towards administration costs that would potentially be taken from each 

Council’s (£50,000) allocation.  The balance of £42,500 would be available for 

local businesses. 

2. Currently, spend must take place in the 2019/20 financial year however 

DAERA will consider funding for subsequent years. 

3. The scheme will: 

 Provide at least 8 micro businesses with a capital grant capped at 

£4,999, at a match funding rate of 50% from DAERA and 50% from 

participating businesses.  

 Provide rural micro businesses with capital support with the wider aim 

of sustaining rural communities and economies. 

 Seek to minimise poverty, social exclusion and inequality amongst 

those living in rural areas. 

4. DAERA will set out the eligibility criteria for the programme but it is expected 

that this will focus on: 

 Micro and small businesses located in rural areas (food sector not 

eligible) 

 Businesses established and trading no more than 5 years 

 Businesses that can demonstrate added value of proposal 

DAERA have advised that they do not have the resources to deliver the initiative 
directly and have approached the 11 Councils to manage the delivery of the 
programme. Albeit this is a further transfer from regional to local government and 
therefore potentially a burden on the rate base, it is probably best placed with the 
councils given the target sector the programme is aimed at.  Council’s responsibility 
will include the promotion of the programme, managing the application and 
assessment process, issuing the Letter of Offer, validation of claims and 
management of the associated monitoring and evaluation. 
 
Members should note that funding has not yet been confirmed and will be dependent 
on the outcome of a business case assessment by DAERA.  
 
The implications for Council will include the staff time to manage and deliver the 
initiative. However £7,500 (15% allowance contribution) towards administration costs 
may be utilised from the £50,000 Council allocation.  

 

 



Recommendation 

It is recommended that Members approve the submission of a Collaborative 
Business Case (with all other Councils) to DAERA for the drawdown of the LCCC 
£50,000 allocation and to provide a report back to Council on the outcome and 
proposed delivery mechanisms. 
 
 

2. HOLIDAY WORLD DUBLIN 

Members will recall that Holiday World Dublin, took place at the RDS from 25th 
January to 27th January 2019.  The Show was attended by Vice Chairman Alderman 
Allan Ewart, Councillor Stephen Martin and a Tourism Development Officer. 
 
This year Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council took its own promotional stand, 
instead of, as per previous years, partnering with Visit Belfast. The Council did 
however do some collaborative promotion with Historic Royal Palaces at the event.  
A number of other Councils were showcasing at Holiday World Dublin with 
‘staycations’ much more popular than ever before.  This is perhaps the only show 
where you can meet over 900 travel professionals from around the world and access 
over 40,000 visitors. It is also a great opportunity to network with tour operators 
bringing inbound traffic to Ireland.   
 
It is proposed to take a stand at the 2020 Holiday World Dublin event with the 
Council seeking to collaborate with appropriate stakeholders and key partners from 
the local tourism sector.   
 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council has a presence at the 
2020 Holiday World Dublin at a maximum cost of £2,200, with the Chair and/or Vice 
Chair, or their nominees, with appropriate officer support in attendance. 
 

 
3. BELFAST REGIONAL TOURISM PARTNERSHIP 

Members will recall at the October 2018 Development Committee meeting, it was 

agreed to sponsor a ‘Gold’ level package at the Belfast Welcome Centre for the period 

of 2018/19.  This in store opportunity creates a high level tourist facility to better 

promote and showcase the Lisburn & Castlereagh tourism product offering, as part of 

the Belfast Plus branding.   

It should be noted that the Council has availed of the Partnership information island 

within the Belfast Welcome Centre for the last 4 years. The cost to avail of the 

opportunity for 2019 is once again £6,000 per annum.  The Gold opportunity offers: 

• Headline listing on the 42inch island screens displaying information and 
engaging imagery for LCCC’s key tourism products. 

 



• Additional content is accessed by visitors via the iPad, whereby they can easily 
browse and select information about a number of attractions in LCCC. Our 
Tourism team supply regularly updated content.  

 
• Product profile which includes visitor information, imagery and social media 

feed. 
 
• Highly visible glass compartment for promotional images, graphics or 3D 

artefacts. Measurements of the display space are – approx. W67cm x H56cm x 
D10cm. 

 
Full detail of the package is included in Appendix 1 (ED) 
 
As part of the Belfast Plus profile, visitors are naturally encouraged to seek 
information about tourism and recreation opportunities in LCCC. The island presence 
gained by participation in the Gold partnership makes this easy - there are six 
islands in total within the Welcome Centre. The 42 inch screens, Ipad and display 
space are contemporary and provide LCCC with a much stronger and appealing 
promotional platform than that of just the literature. This is deemed to be important 
as it ensures that each of the 322,000 annual visitors to Visit Belfast Welcome 
Centre leaves with relevant and engaging information about LCCC – in essence, an 
irresistible invite to our area.  
 
As part of the sponsorship agreement the Council has the opportunity to use the 
Belfast Welcome Centre to promote LCCC supported events up to 4 weeks per year.  
Over the last year the Council has assisted the NI Travel Show, Treat Week, and 
John Hewitt Society to avail of this opportunity at the Welcome Centre.  
 
Given the high volume of visitors per year to the Welcome Centre this equates to just 
over £16 per day to reach 882 additional daily visitors.  Provision for this expenditure 
has been made within 2019/2020 tourism estimates. 
 
Recommendation 

It is recommended that Committee agrees to £6,000 for this sponsorship opportunity 

for the 2019-2020 year. 

 

4. LISBURN LINKAGES UPDATE 

 

Members will be aware that Lisburn Linkages Public Realm Scheme continues in 
Lisburn City Centre. It will see the upgrade of paving, street furniture and lighting 
across the streets that link in to the Market Square and Bow Street area. These include 
Bridge Street, Castle Street, Railway Street, Bachelors Walk and Antrim Street. 
 
Site works commenced in October 2018 with a break taken during the DFI Roads 
enforced embargo period over Christmas 2018. Work is well underway again since 
early January with progress on schedule as regards time and spend. Attached at 
Appendix 2 (ED) is an overview on progress to date and more detail on the work that 
has been completed.  



 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that Members consider the update on the Lisburn Linkages Public 
Realm Scheme.  

 

5. LISBURN CITY CENTRE MASTERPLAN REVIEW – PUBLIC 

CONSULTATION 

 

Members are aware that a review of the Lisburn City Centre Masterplan which was 

originally published in 2010 was taking place.  The refresh of the document is now 

complete with a draft revised Masterplan released for public consultation.  The 

period of consultation will run from Monday 18 February 2019 to Friday 12 April 2019 

with the document promoted online using the Council’s consultation platform Smart 

Survey.  The Masterplan will also feature as part of the proposed city centre 

conference.   

A public consultation meeting, to enable interested parties to attend and raise any 

queries they have, will take place on Thursday 7 March 2019, 6.00pm to 7.00pm in 

Lagan Valley Island.  It is propose subject to confirmation of the evidence base and 

agreement by the Council, that the Masterplan be adopted as part of the area plan 

process.  

Recommendation 

It is recommended that Members consider and approve the approach to Lisburn City 

Centre Masterplan Review Public Consultation and adoption within the area plan if 

possible.    

 

6. RURAL VILLAGE RENEWAL PROGRAMME – FUNDING 

 

Members are aware that the Council’s Regeneration & Infrastructure team have 

been working to deliver a programme of Rural Village Renewal projects across a 

series of rural villages.  To date projects have been completed in the villages of 

Drumbo, Stoneyford and Dromara. A further project in Dromara village is due to start 

on site in early March based at Lagan Park. In Aghalee village a project will be 

delivered, again starting on site in March, as part of phase one of the works there. 

Work is also progressing on the development of an environmental improvement 

scheme in Glenavy with work expected to commence on site in the Autumn of 2019.  

Attached at Appendix 3 (ED) is an update report on all of the projects being 

delivered across the villages along with details of match funding requirements.  

Provision has been made within the 2019/2020 budget estimates. 

Recommendation  

It is recommended that Members note the update on the Rural Village Renewal 

Programme and agree to the updated match funding requirements for each project.  



 

7. LISBURN PUBLIC REALM SCHEME – SHORTLISTED IN RICS AWARDS: 

GALA CEREMONY & DINNER, CROWNE PLAZZA HOTEL, SHAWS BRIDGE, 

BELFAST, 30 MAY 2019 

 

The annual RICS Awards showcase the most inspirational initiatives and 

developments in land, real estate, construction and infrastructure. Lisburn Public 

Realm Scheme has been successful in being shortlisted in two award categories. 

The categories are ‘Regeneration’ and ‘Design Through Innovation’. 

The awards ceremony & dinner will take place on Thursday 30 May 2019 in the 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Shaw’s Bridge Belfast. It is proposed that the Chairman and/or 

Vice Chairman or their nominees along with appropriate officer representation attend 

the RICS Awards event.    

Recommendation  

It is recommended that Members agree to the attendance of the Chairman and/or 

Vice Chairman or their nominees along with appropriate officer representation at the 

RICS Awards event on Thursday 30 May 2019.  

 
 
 

PAUL MCCORMICK 
HEAD OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
28 February 2019 
 



Visit Belfast  
9 Donegall Square North 
Belfast 
BT1 5GB 
02890 239026 
marthamccabe@visitbelfast.com 

Visit Belfast Welcome Centre – Terms and Conditions 

Please read the following terms and conditions very carefully and note 
that in signing them that you agree to be bound by them 

Name: Andrew Kennedy 

Business name: Lisburn City & Castlereagh Council 

You (the above named person) have taken out the following advertising space in the Visit 
Belfast Welcome Centre: 

Period of agreement: 

1st April 2019 – 31st March 2020 

Activity: 
Long term Gold advertising package on the ‘Beyond Belfast’ information island 
Total: £6,000 +VAT  

Requirements / Specifications: 

 Headline image prominence on the island tablet and 42” screen, promoted at the top of
the screen alongside one other advertiser

 One of the highly visible display compartments for promotional images, graphics or 3D
artefacts

 Dedicated exclusive racking on the island

You must provide: 

 Suitable material for the display compartment (W66cm x L55cm x D9cm). e.g. graphic
material, 3D artefacts or props

 Literature collateral (A5 or DL)

 Digital product must be fully completed and approved

Appendix 1 ED
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Terms & Conditions: 
You have contracted to advertise in the Visit Belfast Welcome Centre for the above stated 
term.  
 
Visit Belfast will host your digital images and / or physical literature and branding associated 
with this campaign for the duration of this term (as outlined above). 
 
You are required to provide Visit Belfast with any collateral for the advertising package 
(image/graphic/props/literature) and this must be with Visit Belfast before 1st March 2019. 
 
It is the responsibility of the advertiser to provide Visit Belfast with the appropriate materials 
prepared to the specifications outlined above.  If materials are not provided in the correct 
format or in a timely fashion your advertising may be delayed as a result. 
 
Any additional cost for design and /or production of advertising collateral will be at your 
own expense and will not be funded by Visit Belfast.  Should you require assistance with 
design Visit Belfast can quote for the cost of any additional design work that may be 
required.  
 
The onus is on you, as a partner, to ensure that you have proper legal copyright for the use 
of any video and/or graphics which you provide for use in the Visit Belfast Welcome Centre.  
By signing this form, you confirm that you are giving us permission to edit and advertise all 
video content and graphic images supplied by you. 
 
Changes to your graphics/collateral advertising materials may be made as outlined in the 
above activity box.  
 
In all circumstances Visit Belfast will retain editorial control over the appropriateness and 
standard of content to ensure a high quality visitor experience.  
 
Payment terms: 
Full amount will be invoiced on or around 1st April 2019, unless otherwise requested. 
Payment is due within 30 days of date of invoice or by the dates agreed at the start of the 
agreement, should a split payment be requested by you and agreed by Visit Belfast. 
Failure to pay within the stated 30 days of invoice date will result in the suspension of the 
advertising platforms. No credit will be given for any suspended periods due to non-
payment.  If payment is not received within 60 days of the invoice date then Visit Belfast will 
offer the advertising space to another member, and you will subsequently lose access to this 
advertising channel until it becomes available again, for the following year from 1 April 2020.  
 
Cancellation policy: 
Should you wish to cancel during the advertising period no refund or credit will be given.  
 
By signing below you agree to be bound by the above terms. 
 

Partner Visit Belfast 

Name: Name: 

Signature: Signature: 

Date: Date: 



Lisburn Linkages Public Realm Scheme 

Progress Report 

Work has commenced in Phase 1: Bridge Street and Phase 2: Bachelors Walk. 
Phase 1 works started on 28 September 2018 with works starting at Queens Road/Bridge 
Street junction.  

FP McCann have completed most of the work on Bridge Street with the exception of some 
minor defects. Works have ceased outside the derelict building at 10 Bridge Street as it has 
been deemed unsafe and the Council are pursuing the landowner in relation to making it 
safe. Dorans have instructed FP McCann to create an exclusion zone within their works 
area to keep their staff and operatives from entering or carrying out any works in the area in 
front of the unsafe building.   

Granite paving works have now been completed to approximately 37 Bridge Street. Kerbing 
has been advanced to the area of the Favourite Bar. With the existing footpath and poor 
quality subgrade removed in the vicinity.  

Phase 2 works started on 24 September 2018 along Railway Street and Bachelors Walk 
from 22 Bachelors Walk towards the Court House.  

These areas have now received the granite surfacing, with the joint grouting is to be 
undertaken shortly. Bachelors Walk has received kerbing from Graham Gardens to the 
controlled crossing. The existing footpath area has been removed and the sub grade has 
been placed. Kerbs are currently being laid outside the Presbyterian Church and this area is 
planned to be complete prior to the next Sunday service. 

Several high services were located on Bridge Street. Trial pitting works were undertaken 
across the entire works area during the moratorium period in December 2018 to locate any 
further services and minimise any delays to the programme.  

The scheme is currently on Programme and is scheduled for completion by February 2020. 

Appendix 2 ED



 
Progress Photographs – Phase 1 Bridge Street 
 

 



 

 



 

Progress Photographs – Phase 2 – Bachelors Walk & Railway Street 
 

 
 



 

 



 

 



RURAL VILLAGE RENEWAL PROGRAMME 

Projects in 5 villages have been taken forward under the Rural Village Renewal Scheme as part of Priority 6 of the NI Rural 

Development Programme 2014–2020 (NIRDP 2014–2020). Below is a summary of the projects; a progress update; 

financial summary including match funding requirement. 

VILLAGE PROJECT SUMMARY AND STATUS TOTAL COST NIRDP COUNCIL OTHER 

AGHALEE Playing Field Improvements including 
introduction of new pathway; fencing; new 
planting. Environmental improvements to 

frontage of BT site. 
Contractor appointed.  Works commencing 
in March 2019 for completion in June 2019. 

£124,257.50 £90,000 £34,257.50 

Environmental Improvements and improved 
pedestrian infrastructure. 

Tender being issued March 2019 with work 
expected to commence in April 2019 for 

completion in Summer 2019. 

£100,000.00 £50,000 £50,000 

DROMARA Improved facilities at Lagan Park including 
installation of pump track; new play 

equipment and adult gym equipment; 
improvements to pedestrian access to site. 
Contractor appointed.  Works commencing 
in March 2019 for completion in June 2019. 

£202,984.95 £150,000 £52,984.95 

Dromara Destroyers Tribute Garden 
Project completed September 2018. 

£170,000 £78,000 £57,000 £35,000 
(Destroyers) 

DRUMBO Environmental Improvements including 
creation of a new setting at the historic 
pump and well. Creation of improved 
vehicle and pedestrian access within 
Titterington Gardens development in 

partnership with Northern Ireland Housing 
Executive. 

Project completed September 2018. 

£222,777.07 £150,000 £52,777.07 £20,000 
(NIHE) 

GLENAVY Environmental Improvement Scheme on 
junction to create improved civic space. 
Designs being designed to detail. Works 
expected to commence Autumn 2019. 

£200,000 £150,000 £50,000 

STONEYFORD Environmental Improvements throughout 
the village including planting; painting and 

upgrade to boundaries. 
Works completed Autumn 2018. 

£35,000 £17,500 £17,500 

Installation of Adult Gym Equipment at play 
park and improved access. 

Works completed August 2018. 

£10,500 £7,500 £2,500 

Creation of green space in village centre 
Initial discussions held and further 

investigations to take place to consider 
concepts proposed. 

£40,000 
(Estimated) 

£30,000 £10,000 
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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING OF THE DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE – 6 MARCH 2019 

REPORT BY MS HAZEL KING, BELFAST REGION CITY DEAL CO-

ORDINATOR 

PURPOSE AND BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to set out for Members’ consideration a number 

of recommendations specifically relating to the operation of the Council. 

The following decisions are required: 

1. To approve the final Belfast City Region Deal Heads of Terms 

BELFAST REGION CITY DEAL (BRCD) – HEADS OF TERMS UPDATE 

Members will be aware that following the announcement in November 2018 of 
the investment from UK Treasury for the Belfast Region City Deal (BRCD), 
the next stage has now commenced with the UK Government and NICS 
drafting a ‘Heads of Terms’ document.  The Head of Terms has been 
produced for the purposes of outlining the principles of the Deal, and will be 
underpinned by robust governance arrangements, a financial strategy and 
implementation plan. 

Members are reminded that at the Meeting of Council held on the 26th February 
2019 it was agreed that delegated authority be granted to a future meeting of 
the Development Committee to approve the final Heads of Terms once the 
revised version had been accepted and agreed by the Councils BRCD Steering 
Group.   

Attached at Appendix 1 BRCD is a copy of the latest draft of the BRCD Heads 
of Terms for information.  A final version will be circulated at Committee for 
approval should it be available. 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that the Development Committee approve the final version 
of the BRCD Heads of Terms should it be available. 

H KING 
LCCC BRCD CO-ORDINATOR 
28 February 2019 
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UK GOVERNMENT, BELFAST CITY REGION AND           
NORTHERN IRELAND DEPARTMENTAL COMMTIMENTS TO A 
BELFAST CITY REGION DEAL 
FEBRUARY 2019 
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Our signing of this deal confirms our joint commitment to achieve full implementation of the Belfast 

Region City Deal. 
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Introduction 
The UK Government has committed to working with Northern Ireland Government and Belfast 

Regional partners to deliver a City Deal that builds upon the strengths and unique characteristics of 

the Region and addresses barriers to economic growth by delivering an integrated programme of 

investment that will deliver a step change in inclusive economic growth and productivity that will 

benefit all communities.  

This document sets out the commitments of the UK Government and local partners from the Belfast 

Region economic area to invest up to £500 million in the Belfast Region City Deal. The projects outlined 

in this document cut across the responsibilities of local, NI and UK Governments and unlocking their 

full potential will also require a funding commitment of £350 million from Northern Ireland 

Government.  

In the absence of the Northern Ireland Ministers, it is not currently possible to secure the commitment 

of the Northern Ireland Executive to specific funding commitments.  However, the programme has 

been developed with the full engagement of Northern Ireland Departments and is consistent with the 

previous Executive’s draft Programme for Government.  Under the powers available to NI 

departments at present, and having taken into account the NI (Executive Formation and Exercise of 

Functions) Act 2018 and the guidance issued by the Northern Ireland Secretary of State, the NI 

Departments are empowered to and will continue to advance preparatory work as far as possible until 

such time as decisions can be taken by Ministers. 

This City Deal has been based on the assumption that the Executive will match fund the UK 

Government contribution of £350m.  This Heads of Agreement will need to be revisited if this 

assumption is not agreed by the Northern Ireland Government upon the restoration of the Northern 

Ireland Executive.  

 

  



 

3 
V1.0 Partner Comments 

The Belfast Region 
The Belfast Region is the home of Northern Ireland’s capital city and accommodates a population of 

over 1 million people. The region is comprised of six local authorities: Antrim and Newtownabbey 

Borough Council; Ards and North Down Borough Council; Belfast City Council; Lisburn and Castlereagh 

City Council; Mid and East Antrim Borough Council; and Newry, Mourne and Down District Council. It 

is a young, ambitious and growing region, with more than 550,000 people under the age of 40 and 

two excellent universities supporting the education of over 40,000 students within the Region as well 

as four Regional Colleges with a combined enrolment of 100,000 students. 

In 2017, 56.8% of Northern Ireland’s active business base was located within the region. It is Northern 

Ireland’s key economic engine, generating total GVA of approximately £24,230m and provides critical 

access and transport links for trade and tourism. 

A successful Belfast Region is vital to the future wellbeing of everyone living in Northern Ireland, and 

since the Good Friday Agreement twenty years ago has undergone visible transformation that has 

elevated its reputation as both an attractive national and global destination to visit and do business. 

Unemployment within the region has decreased, tourism is flourishing and significant and sustained 

business investment has underpinned robust economic growth. 

Challenges 
However, like many city regions, the Belfast Region faces a range of barriers to continued economic 

growth.  

 Productivity levels historically fall below the UK national average and lag even further behind 

international competitors. 

 Levels of Economic inactivity are amongst the highest in the UK and high levels of deprivation 

persist in many communities.  

 Approximately 16% of adults have no qualifications and a potential Skills Gap is emerging as the 

nature of jobs in the region’s economy increasingly require educational qualifications.  

 Despite a strong research base at local universities and some highly innovative companies, there 

are comparatively low levels of regional investment in the drivers of innovation in both business 

and higher education.   

 The capacity of Tourism infrastructure within the region is beginning to constrain the burgeoning 

tourist industry and investment is required in world class tourism products and attractions to 

increase visitors from new markets and grow new types of tourism.  

 Many of the region’s towns are in need of Regeneration to realise their untapped economic 

potential, attract and sustain greater visitor numbers and support job creation and investment in 

the local and regional economy. 

 Physical and Digital infrastructure is in need of enhancement. Modernised transport links and 

utilities are necessary to service the increasing demands that regional economic growth is bringing 

and to ensure that the new jobs being created can be accessed by all our communities. It is also 

vital that the Belfast region’s digital infrastructure can support the increasing demands of the 

region’s targeted growth sectors. 

Targeted Growth Sectors 
Although there are a number of long-term and persistent barriers to growth, the Belfast Region has 

key assets in terms of its workforce, its colleges and universities and expanding businesses in a number 

of sectors in which it has competitive advantage and could be world class. On the basis of expert 

analysis of the Belfast Region’s economic characteristics, regional partners believe that they are 

particularly well placed to target the development of the following growth sectors: 
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 Financial, Business and Professional Services  

 Agri-Food 

 Digital and Creative Technologies  

 Advanced Manufacturing, Materials and Engineering  

 Life and Health Sciences  

 Tourism  

 Construction 

As part of the second fastest growing UK Knowledge Economy for four consecutive years, the Belfast 

Region has considerable strengths across these sectors. However, to sustain this progress and 

accelerate growth across all priority growth sectors, investment is required in research and 

development, innovation and digital capabilities, new technology, skills and infrastructure. 

Recognising both the opportunities and challenges within the region, The UK government is 

committed to working with local partners and an incoming Northern Ireland Executive to realise a 

vision of inclusive economic growth for the Belfast Region “That delivers more and better jobs, a 

positive impact on the most deprived communities and a balanced spread of benefits across the 

region”.  
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The Deal 
Regional partners have agreed an investment plan consisting of projects across four key Investment 

Pillars, which will channel investment to support the Belfast Region’s priority growth sectors and help 

to deliver a vision for inclusive growth. It is an integrated programme of investment that cuts across 

the responsibilities of local, NI and UK Governments with each pillar building on and supporting the 

others. The delivery of this deal requires the UK Government and local partners from the Belfast 

Region economic area to invest up to £500 million in the Belfast Region City Deal and a restored 

Northern Ireland Executive match funding the UK Government contribution of £350m.   

The Belfast Region City Deal has the potential if implemented in full, to play a key role in delivering 

high growth ambitions for the Region that could deliver 20,000 jobs, with an annual GVA impact of 

£470m and create a Belfast that is not just self-sufficient but a driver for a rejuvenated NI economy. 

Innovation & Digital 
At the core of the BRCD is a proposal to transform the Belfast Region’s innovation and digital 

capabilities. This will involve creating global centres of innovation excellence in our priority 

growth sectors that leverage the research capabilities within our universities, through new 

partnership structures and enhanced digital capability and connectivity, to extend their impact 

across the Belfast Region’s economy. The vision is for an interconnected, innovation and digital 

ecosystem in which researchers and businesses are able to work together to test, develop and 

apply new technology to improve performance, productivity and, critically, bring new products 

and services to market.  

Investment by the UK Government and the BRCD partners in innovation and digital would 

enable the delivery of transformative projects such as: 

The Global Innovation Institute (GII) is a cross-disciplinary digital innovation hub that will draw 

together the leading-edge skill-sets of three of Queen’s University’s Global Research Institutes 

with the aim of expanding the regional cluster of hi-tech companies from 200 to 600. 

The Centre for Digital Healthcare Technology (CDHT) will see the establishment of a high visibility, 

high quality centre for digital technology and associated living labs in the areas of cardiology, 

diabetes, respiratory and stroke and will support more than 550 jobs through spin outs and FDI. 

The Institute for Research Excellence in Advanced Clinical Healthcare (i-REACH) is a transformative 

project that brings together existing clinical infrastructure from across the region to establish a 

state-of-the-art, integrated clinical research facility that will attract national and international 

investment into the region to conduct leading, large scale clinical trials. 

The Advanced Manufacturing Innovation Centre (AMIC) will operate at the interface between 

academia and industry to accelerate the development of new manufacturing technology 

developments and ensure that real industrial challenges based on market need are solved 

through collaboration with the best university research.  

The Screen and Media Innovation Lab will provide the Belfast region with a world-leading 

research and innovation centre to accelerate the growth of the creative industries sector with 

the aim of supporting the creation of the strongest performing screen Industries sector outside 

London. 
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The Regional Innovators Network will comprise a network of state of the art innovation spaces 

incorporating high quality, digitally advanced co-making spaces in each Council area that will offer 

technologists, local businesses and local communities the space and equipment to pursue innovation 

projects at small and medium scale and provide a platform for training and education for new 

economy skills and digitally enabled design.  

The Digital and Innovation Platform and Partnership (DIPP) will consist of a common platform to share 

expertise and data capabilities across City Deal projects, along with a regional partnership to facilitate 

collaborations and a challenge fund to encourage businesses to test products in a cost-effective, 

secure and supported environment.   

The Infrastructure Enabling Fund will deliver the next generation of digital connectivity required within 

and between the Belfast Region City Deal projects and make provision for connectivity needs in Belfast 

Region rural locations identified as testbeds for smart agriculture and tourism.  

As well as being an area for dynamic industry and specific technology testing, the Smart District will 

act as the flagship for the Regional Testbed Network, including connectivity infrastructure, such as 5G 

networking, at a large enough scale for multiple large-scale use cases across different sectors. 

Technology-ready testbeds will be created to develop and attract investment in technologies related 

to key sectors: health, tourism, logistics, advanced manufacturing.  

 

Subject to full business case approval of projects, the UK Government will commit up to £350m over 

a 15 year period from 2019/20 to support the Belfast Region deliver transformative projects that 

will position Belfast Region as a globally competitive destination for digital and innovation 

investment.  

The Region’s Universities and local authorities will support the UK Government’s investment in the 

Belfast Region’s digital and innovation capabilities with a joint funding commitment of at least £50m 

towards the development of digital and innovation projects and a commitment to underwrite the 

related future revenue costs. 

 The UK Government and the Northern Ireland Government will support the local partners to 

develop their full business cases, including through the development of assurance frameworks to 

ensure the value for money of the proposals. All funding will be subject to full business case 

approval. 

Infrastructure, Tourism and Regeneration 
The BRCD partners have been engaging with the NI Government Departments to develop a 

programme of investment in infrastructure, tourism and regeneration that will support the delivery 

of ambitions for inclusive growth.  Delivery of the programme will require a future NI Government to 

invest £350 million in the overall infrastructure, tourism and regeneration programme. This will be 

supplemented by a further £100million investment by the six partner Councils in BCRD to support the 

Tourism and Regeneration pillars.  

Infrastructure 
The proposed infrastructure investment will play a critical role in helping to deliver inclusion by 

connecting people living in some of the most deprived areas of the region to key employment centres. 

Planned investments include the Southern Relief Road, a strategically important route that will connect 

the A1 Belfast and Eastern Seaboard Corridor with the A2 Warrenpoint dual carriageway. Phase II of 

Belfast Rapid Transit will improve the connections between North and South Belfast, neighbouring 

council areas including Antrim & Newtownabbey and Lisburn & Castlereagh and the wider Belfast 
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region and a pedestrian and cycle-bridge across the River Lagan will improve access to Belfast City 

Centre. 

Tourism and Regeneration 
Given the unique history, natural environment and cultural heritage of the Region, there is a real 
opportunity for a further step change in the tourism offering, building upon the significant success 
already achieved in terms of tourism growth. Through this City Deal the Belfast Region is seeking to 
deliver a series of internationally visible tourism products that will extend the tourist route from 
Belfast through Carrickfergus, towards the Causeway Coast and Glens along Ards and North Down 
and into the Mourne Mountains. In addition, if the Belfast Region is to achieve its potential it is also 
vital that investment is directed towards towns which have suffered from industrial decline and 
economic restructuring, so that they have the opportunity to play a full part in the Region’s growth. 
Supporting major regeneration projects will help to transform the economic potential of key towns 
across the region. It is estimated that if fully implemented the following tourism and regeneration 
projects could deliver up to 2,800 permanent jobs across the region. 
 
Investment by the NI Government and the BRCD Council partners in a BRCD Tourism and 
Regeneration fund would enable the delivery of transformative projects such as:  

 Belfast Destination Hub, a multi-venue cultural destination inviting visitors to explore the 
many stories of the city and its people through an immersive, multigallery experience 

 Gateway to the Mournes, redefining the visitor destination experience associated with the 
Mourne Mountains and coastline, including new adventure based attractions  

 Creating a word class heritage attraction at Hillsborough Castle and Hillsborough Village 

 Extending the Gobbins to create a  “Must Do” adventure experience on the Antrim Coast 

 The Game of Thrones Legacy Attraction at Moneyglass will transform the Winterfell Castle 
filmset into a unique visitor experience 

 Whitespots Regional Park, opening up access to Strangford Lough and the Ards Peninsula 

 Regeneration, repositioning and rebranding the town of Carrickfergus, placing the Castle and 
Walled Town firmly on the map as an authentic heritage-led tourism hub  

 Bangor Waterfront Regeneration of a two mile stretch of coast from Ballyholme Beach to 
Bangor Town Centre, Marina and Waterfront, creating a seaside destination of choice 

 Innovation led, phased regeneration of St Patricks’ Barracks in Ballymena 

 Delivering a thriving city centre through investment in Newry City Centre Regeneration 

 

As devolved matters, new funding commitments in relation to infrastructure, tourism and 

regeneration in Northern Ireland will require the agreement of the Northern Ireland 

government.  The proposed infrastructure projects have been developed with the input of the 

relevant Northern Ireland Departments and take account of the assessed infrastructure priorities 

for the region.  Full business cases will be developed for these projects by the Department for 

Infrastructure. The Northern Ireland Government will support the local partners to develop the 

full business cases for tourism and regeneration projects, including through the development of 

assurance frameworks to ensure the value for money of the proposals. All funding will be subject 

to full business case approval.  Upon its restoration, the Northern Ireland Executive will consider 

the proposals and set out their plans for investment in infrastructure, tourism and regeneration as 

part of the BRCD alongside the City Deal Partners.  

Employability and Skills 
The Belfast Region recognises that nothing is more important to the delivery of sustainable economic 

growth and supporting social inclusion than the education and skills of our workforce. The BRCD 

partners, working with the Northern Ireland Departments, therefore propose to invest £30 million in 
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a strong, complementary employability and skills package to ensure that the right skills are available 

within the Region to support the growth created by the capital investment set out across the 

Investment Pillars of the Deal. This will involve measures such as establishing an Employability and 

Skills Partnership for the Belfast Region responsible for delivery of a transformative, inclusive 

employability and skills programme; a City Deal Apprenticeship Programme and a Digital Skills 

programme. It will also include the delivery of a major programme which targets support towards 

getting people who are economically inactive into sustainable employment. In addition, the 

programme will have a strong focus on careers enhancement and improving productivity in priority 

growth sectors through investment in skills. The breadth and depth of the employability and skills 

pillar will be subject to the strength of final business cases and the prioritisation of the £30m package 

in a way which maximises the impact of funding in a Belfast region inclusive employment and skills 

package.  

Employability and skills is a devolved matter and the Northern Ireland Government will support 

the local partners to develop an integrated programme for employability skills, supported by a full 

business case that demonstrates value for money and which meets the dynamic skill requirements 

of business in priority sectors. Upon its restoration, the Northern Ireland Executive will consider 

the proposals and set out their plans for investment in employability and skills as part of the BRCD 

alongside the City Deal Partners.  
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City Deal Governance 
 

Northern Ireland City Deal Governance 
UK Government has committed to work towards a comprehensive and ambitious set of city deals 

across Northern Ireland to boost investment and productivity. Governance arrangements which 

oversee the set of deals in Northern Ireland are therefore required alongside the specific local 

governance arrangements in the Belfast Region City Deal area.  

The UK Government’s £350m commitment to the Belfast Region City Deal will be channelled through 

the block grant in line with already established accountability arrangements between the UK and NI 

Governments. 

A Northern Ireland City Deal Delivery Board will be established between representatives from 

Northern Ireland Government and UK Government. The Board will provide scrutiny and oversight of 

existing and future City Deals in Northern Ireland.  

Belfast Region City Deal Governance 
The Belfast Region has developed a clear governance structure to support the initial development of 

the Belfast Region City Deal (BRCD). This includes a Joint Council Forum and a Programme Board 

supported by Steering Groups tasked with developing coherent, integrated programmes in each of 

the Investment Pillars. The formal governance structures have been supported by wider engagement 

with local and regional partners, across all sectors. 

The BRCD partners recognise the need to strengthen governance following agreement of Heads of 

Terms to provide the necessary assurance to the UK and NI Governments and the local partners that 

decisions will be made in accordance with the requirements and commitments detailed in the Head 

of Terms. The governance structures must provide clear lines of accountability for expenditure of 

public funds and demonstrate how local decision making will drive economic growth across the Belfast 

Region. The partners also recognise the need to develop new structures and approaches that will 

intensify direct engagement with the business sector, both to deliver co-investment and maximise 

economic benefits and job creation.  

The BRCD partners will establish robust frameworks for the development of business cases and will 

demonstrate value for money for each project and how projects will contribute to our vision of 

inclusive growth before funding is made available.  

The BRCD partners will work with the UK Government and the NI administration to develop a final 

Belfast Region City Deal Document, a financial plan, a detailed implementation plan incorporating 

monitoring and evaluation frameworks and business cases for all projects receiving funding from the 

UK and/or NI Governments. 

The local partners will also work with both governments to develop a communication strategy and 

operating protocol. These documents will set out how communications and the BRCD and its 

associated activities are taken forward in a way that meet the needs of regional partners as well as 

the UK and NI Governments  



FIA World Rally Championship 

Opportunity
The

Sebastian Ogier, WRC 2017 WINNER. Mexico Rally

Rally Northern Ireland
2020
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A proposal 
 

 
 

Passionate Crowds at Lousada Super Special Stage, Portugal Rally 2017

A proposal
for Northern Ireland to host the
UK and Ireland round of the
World Rally Championship in 2020
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Continents
01 RALLYE MONTE-CARLO

02 RALLY SWEDEN

03 RALLY GUANAJUATO MÉXICO

04 TOUR DE CORSE RALLYE DE FRANCE
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14 KENNARDS HIRE RALLY AUSTRALIA
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History in  
the Making
Monte Carlo  
World’s Oldest Rally
Circuit of Ireland 
World’s 2nd Oldest Rally

2014 Circuit of Ireland Winner Esapekka Lappi  
leaves Casino Square, Monaco in his Toyota Yaris



Dungannon’s Kris Meeke at Rally Sweden’s most popular spectator area – Colin’s Crest, 2018

RALLY NORTHERN IRELAND    
2020 Format

4 DAYS  
OF COMPETITIVE RALLYING

7 DAYS  
OF EVENT ACTIVITY

TITANIC  
SERVICE PARK

300 KMs          

OF CLOSED ROAD STAGE

2,300  
VOLUNTEERS

ENGAGE UP TO 11  
SUPER COUNCILS

NORTHERN IRELAND-WIDE  
EVENTS AND FESTIVALS

EXTENSIVE  
STEM ENGAGEMENT 



The Stormont Super Special  
was the ‘Jewel in the Crown’ of Rally Ireland 2007. 10,000 fans 
enjoyed a show-stopping, action-filled special stage, with Princess 
Anne flagging off the first of the world rally cars from the top of 
Stormont’s steps. The event was broadcast live on Eurosport and RTE. 
The aspiration is to run this stage again in 2020.

STORMONT  

SUPER SPECIAL



Thursday 15th November 2007 - 10,000 spectators enjoy the best  
of world championship motorsport in the grounds of Stormont



Spectators 
For Northern Ireland

VISITORS 
120,000  

65%
OUT-OF-STATE

Petter Solberg signs autographs during Rally Ireland 2007



 BEDNIGHTS 
30,000  

OUTSIDE  
PEAK SEASON

£10 Million
DIRECT  
ECONOMIC  
BENEFIT

Dungannon’s Kris Meeke – Winning Rally of Spain 2017

Impacts 
For Northern Ireland



World Rally Champion Sebastian Ogier congratulates Thierry Neuville  
having just lost the rally by 0.7 of a second – Rally Italy 2018

85 MILLION REACH  
VIA SOCIAL MEDIA

MILLION ONLINE  
IMPRESSIONS 1.9

Digital Reach
For Northern Ireland



£45 MILLION

Media Value  
TO NORTHERN IRELAND

From 2018 the WRC is broadcast live through all stages of the event



847 HOURS OF TELEVISION 
BROADCAST

MILLION  
TV VIEWERS  
GLOBALLY

73

COUNTRIES150

Global Television 
Coverage 
For Northern Ireland

Sebastian Ogier - Monte Carlo Rally 2018



International 
MEDIA

  OVER  

300 ACCREDITED  
MEDIA
  
DIFFERENT 
COUNTRIES20
 
INTERNATIONAL74%

BELGIUM
BULGARIA
CZECH REPUBLIC
ESTONIA
FINLAND
FRANCE
GERMANY

GREECE
HUNGARY
IRELAND
ITALY 
JAPAN
MEXICO
NETHERLANDS

NORWAY
POLAND
PORTUGAL
SPAIN
SWEDEN
UNITED KINGDOM

ACCREDITED COUNTRIES

Elfyn Evans passes ‘Elfyn’s Corner’ Wales Rally GB 2017



RED BULL HOSPITALITY AREA

TOYOTA GAZOO SERVICE AREA

TOYOTA GAZOO SERVICE AREA

HYUNDAI SERVICE AREAHYUNDAI SERVICE AREA

M-SPORT FORD SERVICE AREA CITROEN SERVICE AREA HYUNDAI SERVICE AREA

Service Park  
ON A TITANIC SCALE



Service Park, Rally GB Wales 2017



Looks
Aggressive, mean and moody - dynamic, powerful new-era World 
Rally Cars lighting up special stages around the world. 

Power
An imposing 38Obhp means more power at higher revs.  Most 
noticeable under acceleration on twisty roads.

Aerodynamics
More freedom in fender design adds to the increased grip and the 
‘wow’ factor experienced  by those inside and outside the car alike.

Handling
Electronic trickery in the form of an active centre differential gives 
drivers a boost in balancing their cars.

TOP SPEED OVER  200 KM/H 125 MPH

A New Breed  
OF RALLY CAR



CIRCUIT OF IRELAND RALLY 2016
EUROPEAN RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
Visitors  53,000 
Out of state visitors  20%
Direct Economic Impact  £2 million
Global Television Viewers  42 million
Bednights  14,000
Social Media Reach  2 Million
PR and Media Value   £24 Million
Competition Europe

RALLY NORTHERN IRELAND 2020
WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
Visitors  120,000
Out of state visitors   65%
Direct Economic Impact  £10 million
Global Television Viewers  73 million
Bednights  30,000
Social Media Reach  85 Million
PR and Media Value   £45 Million
Competition  Worldwide

Circuit of Ireland Rally 
ERC to WRC



RALLY GB 2017
WORLD RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
Visitors   105,000
Out of state visitors   73%
Direct Economic Impact  £10 million
Global Television Viewers  73 million
Bednights  30,000
Volunteers         2,300  
Social Media Reach  85 Million
Pr and Media Value   £45 Million

Wales Rally GB winner celebration – Elfyn Evans/Dan Barritt 2017



Growth of WRC

TV Broadcast Time  +127%

TV Audience  +40%

On-Site Spectators  +24%

Facebook  +121%

Online Video Views  +285%

Online impression  +285% 

Pure  
DEVELOPMENT



13,452 BROADCAST  
HOURS

MILLION SPECTATORS 
ON 13 WRC RALLIES4.1
MILLION  
TV AUDIENCE850

MILLION ONLINE 
IMPRESSIONS13,057

Dungannon’s Kris Meeke – winning Rally of Spain 2017

WORLD RALLY  
CHAMPIONSHIP  

Cumulative Facts



Ott Tanak flies his Ford over a jump in Rally Germany 2017.



FIA World Rally Championship 2020
    Rally Northern Ireland



From the Pennanent Secretary 

Katrina Godfrey 

John Kelpie 
Chair SOLACE NI 

By email: 
john.kelpie@derrystrabane.com 

��

Department for 

Infrastructure 
An Rofnn 

Bonneagair 
www.lnfrastructure-nl.gw.uk 

Room 701 
Clarence Court 
10-18 Adelaide Street
BELFAST
BT2 8GB
Telephone: (028) 9054 1175
Email: katrina.godfrey@infrastructure-ni.gov .uk 

Your reference: 
Our reference: PSDFI 51/19 
11 February 2019 

NI PLANNING IT SYSTEM - FUNDING MODEL 

Thank you for your letter of 4 February outlining the SOLACE NI view that you are keen 
to move forward on an 11 council collaboration model as outlined in John Irvine's letter 
of 14 January. I note that you feel the Department's proposed financial contribution of 
£ 11 m is insufficient. 

As the Accounting Officer for this Department I am determined to find a way forward 
for a new Planning IT System but know there are difficult issues and risks. Indeed 
these risks are so significant that they have been escalated to and are being actively 
managed by my Department's Board. I have discussed the proposed financial 
contribution with the project team who feel that this is a realistic proposal based on 
RPA principles, the historic running costs of the NI Planning Portal (NIPP) and the 
Department's desire to maintain a shared planning IT system for Northern Ireland with 
all the associated regional benefits for citizens, agents, consultees and planning 
authorities alike. Were we to go our separate ways many of these shared benefits 
would be lost and, therefore, the Department would not be able to contribute to the 
same level. 

The current proposal is that the Department contributes £11m to the project compared 
to £1 .4m (on average) for each local authority. 

The Department's contribution of £11 m reflects: 

£1 m (resource) per year for 8 years (system operational from 2022 to 2030) in line with 
the provision for historic day to day costs of the current system. 

£2m over the period representing a contribution to the capital cost of the system. 

£1 m over the period to cover the cost of the Department's project team. 

At the same time this Department will continue to maintain and pay for the current NIPP 
until the new regional IT system is operational, estimated to be at least £1 m per year 
until the new system is fully implemented. 
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