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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the proceedings of the Development Committee Meeting of Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council held in the Civic Centre, Lisburn, BT27 4RL on Thursday, 
7 October 2021 at 6.00 pm 
  
 
PRESENT IN  Alderman A Grehan (Chairperson) 
THE CHAMBER:    
      Councillor H Legge, (Vice Chairperson) 
             
             The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Alderman S Martin 
     
    Deputy Mayor, Councillor T Mitchell 
 
    Alderman A G Ewart MBE  
  
 Councillors A Givan, M Guy, D Honeyford, C McCready  
 and A Swan 
 
PRESENT IN A Councillors S Carson, J Gallen, U Mackin, G McCleave and  
REMOTE LOCATION:      Jenny Palmer 
 
                                            
IN ATTENDANCE:            Chief Executive (Remote Location) (from 7.51 pm) 

Director of Service Transformation (Council Chamber) 
Head of Assets (Remote Location) 

    Head of Economic Development (Remote Location) 
Portfolio Manager (Remote Location) 
Tourism Development Manager (Remote Location) 
Programmes Manager (Remote Location) 
Member Services Officers (BS, RN) (Council Chamber) 
 
Tughans Solicitors 
 
Mr Patrick Brown 
 
 

Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairperson, Alderman A Grehan, extended a welcome to all present to the October 
meeting of the Committee. The Chairperson advised that the meeting was being live streamed 
to enable members of the public to hear and see the proceedings. 
 
At this point, Member Services Officer read out the names of the Elected Members in 
attendance at the meeting. 
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Commencement of Meeting (Cont’d) 
 
The Chairperson stated that, whilst the meeting was being live streamed, unauthorised 
recording was not permitted, as per the Council’s Standing Orders.  The Chairperson also 
reminded everyone to ensure mobile phones were turned off or on silent mode for the duration 
of the meeting and proceeded to outline the evacuation procedures in the case of an 
emergency. 
 
The Chairperson asked that any Member entering or leaving the meeting to advise the Member 
Services Officer accordingly so that this might be accurately reflected in the minutes. 
 
1. Apologies 

 
It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of 
Councillor R McLernon. 

 
 The Tourism Development Manager joined the meeting at 6.05 pm. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 

The Chairperson invited Members to declare any Conflicts of Interest they might have in 
relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of the requirement that they 
complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, which had been provided at the 
meeting. 

 
 There were no declarations of interest declared at the meeting. 
  
3. Report of the Head of Economic Development 
 

3.1   4C Ur Future Live Schools Event 
 

The Head of Economic Development outlined the background and key issues in relation to 
the 4C Ur Future live schools event which aimed to run ‘live’ events for school children 
across Northern Ireland in June 2022.  These events would be a follow-on from a 
successful pilot event held in 2019, which saw almost 1,200 young people from eight local 
schools gather at Ulster University, Jordanstown, for a day of sector-related skills 
challenges. 
 
The Head of Economic Development advised that 4C UR Future had approached the 
Council to hold a local event within the Council area and had asked that the Council 
consider providing a suitable venue, with catering for up to 30 volunteers for the set-up 
day, and the 220 volunteers and teachers on the event day.  Costs associated with venue 
hire and the associated catering were estimated to be in the region of £4,500. 

 

It was also noted that the organisers were currently negotiating a regional contract for set-

up provision, for which each Council would be required to contribute an equal proportion 

relative to their event, estimated to cost approximately £3,500 per Council. 
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3.1   4C Ur Future Live Schools Event (Cont’d) 

 

The Programmes Manager joined the meeting at 6.07 pm. 

 

The Head of Economic Development responded to questions from the Committee in relation 

to the age group of pupils participating and the range of businesses to be targeted to take 

part in this event. 

 
 It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by the Vice Chairperson, Councillor  

 H Legge, and agreed to recommend that the Council hosts the 4C Ur Future event, and 

 funds the associated venue  hire, catering and set ups cost up to a value of £8,000 as 

 outlined in the report circulated. 

3.2   Holiday World Dublin 2022 
 
The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that a Council delegation 
had attended the Holiday World Dublin event at the RDS, Dublin, in January 2020, and 
that an evaluation of the attendance at the 2020 Holiday World Dublin had been presented 
to the Development Committee in March 2020 when it had been agreed to attend the 2021 
show.  However, due to the Covid-19 pandemic the Holiday World Dublin event had not 
taken place in 2021.   
 
The Head of Economic Development’s report outlined that the Council had had its own 
exhibition stand within the Northern Ireland Tourism Village, accompanied by Historic 
Royal Palaces (HRP), who had partnered the Council on the stand and made a financial 
contribution for a second year.  The Head of Economic Development advised that a 
number of Councils from Northern Ireland had had individual stands targeting visitors from 
ROI to make a short break to their respective Council area and that Members may view it 
to be important to continue showcasing Lisburn Castlereagh at future Holiday World Dublin 
exhibitions, especially as the focus on short term tourism recovery lies with the domestic/ 
staycation market in both NI and ROI. 
 
The Chairperson, Alderman A Grehan, advised that arrangements had been made for the 
Council’s Tourism Development Manager to make a short presentation to the Committee 
that evening on the Council’s various marketing packages and programmes that were 
promoted at the Holiday World event as well as other venues and tourism events 
throughout the year. 
 
With the aid of PowerPoint and the ‘screen share’ facility on Zoom, the Tourism 
Development Manager proceeded to highlight and elaborate on the following: 
 
- the Integrated Marketing Campaign and the ‘You’re Welcome’ brand 
- Visit Belfast initiative and the associated Service Level Agreement 
- Visit Lisburn Castlereagh website and other dedicated social media platforms such as 

Facebook, Twitter and Instagram 
- a number of funding initiatives from the Department for Communities and Tourism NI 
- services provided by Lisburn and Hillsborough Visitor Information Centres (VICs) 
- the Council’s dedicated events exhibition trailer 
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3.2   Holiday World Dublin 2022 (Cont’d) 
 

- the promotional package for Holiday World Dublin and the funding contribution from 
Historic Royal Palaces 

- the bi-monthly e-zine publication 
- the DAERA funded regional tourism collaboration food and drink programme  
 
The Chairperson, Alderman A Grehan, thanked the Tourism Development Manager for his 
comprehensive presentation following which the Tourism Development Manager and the 
Head of Economic Development responded to questions from the Committee in 
connection with issues raised during the presentation.    
 
The Director of Service Transformation elaborated in regard to the question about the 
future plans for the Council’s Visitor Information Centres (VIC) and in particular in relation 
to the previous decision of the Committee to move the Lisburn VIC to the Irish Linen 
Centre/Lisburn Museum.  At this point the Director commended the leadership of the Head 
of Economic Development and the Tourism Development Manager for their work leading 
up to the new website amongst a series of other projects.  The Director also commended 
the efforts of the Tourism Development Manager and his team in regard to their efforts 
with the Revitalisation Tourism and Hospitality grant scheme during the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor  
T Mitchell, and agreed to recommend that the Council attends the 2022 Holiday World 
Dublin event, and that the Council is represented by the Chairperson and/or Vice 
Chairperson of the Committee, or their nominees. 
 
Following a verbal report by the Director of Service Transformation it was agreed to 
recommend, on a proposal by Councillor A Givan and seconded by the Vice Chairperson, 
Councillor H Legge, that: 
 
a) as part of the overall tourism experience, the Council takes a second table at the Down 

Royal Festival of Racing on Saturday, 30th October 2021 at a cost of £1,250.00, and 
 

b) delegated authority be granted to the Chairperson of the Committee and the Director of 
Service Transformation to agree the guest list for this second table. 

  
3.3   SENI Annual Gala Awards Ceremony 2021 
 
The Head of Economic Development reported that the Social Enterprise NI Annual Gala 
Awards Ceremony would take place on Friday 15th October 2021 from 3.30 pm until 5.00 
pm.  It was noted that the timings of this event had changed since the report had been 
circulated which had stated 7.00 pm to 8.30 pm.  This would be an exclusively virtual 
event, which promised to showcase the regional Social Enterprise (SE) sector with 13 
categories of award to be presented including SE of the Year, Leader and Employee of the 
Year, and Council of the Year.  
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3.3   SENI Annual Gala Awards Ceremony 2021 (Cont’d) 
 
The Head of Economic Development advised that Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council had 
entered the Council of the Year category and had been shortlisted by the independent 
judging panel as a finalist. The application form outlined the Council’s commitment to  
Social Enterprise, as demonstrated in the Community Plan, and had focused on the 
following Council initiatives:  
 
• Spotlight on - Success in Social Enterprise event held during Global Entrepreneurship 

Week 2020 
• Mayor’s Innovation Fund award for Social Enterprise 2021 
• SuNSE - Support Network for Social Entrepreneurs Programme  LCCC/Interreg 

funded programme 
 

It was noted that SENI had successfully approached the eleven-Council Go For It 
programme to obtain sponsorship of an award and as a result two complimentary tickets 
would be allocated to each Council.  Also, a member of the Economic Development team 
would also attend the event, and register the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
delegation, and circulate joining instructions to the individuals concerned in advance of the 
event. 
 

 It was proposed by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor T Mitchell, seconded by Alderman  
 A G Ewart, and agreed to recommend that the two complimentary tickets be allocated to 
 the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the Committee, or their nominees, to represent 
 the Council at the event.   It was noted that there was no cost to the Council in relation to 
 Members’ attendance at this event. 

 
The Tourism Manager left the meeting. 
 

4.     Confidential Report by the Director of Service Transformation 
 
The Chairperson, Alderman A Grehan, advised of the reasons for confidentiality in respect 
of the items contained in the Director’s Confidential Report as follows: 
 
4.1  Assessment Panel Recommendations for Tackling Rural Poverty and Social Isolation  
       Programme (TRPSI) - Rural Business Development Grant Scheme 
 
Confidential due to: a) information relating to the financial or business affairs of any 
particular person or organisation (including the Council holding that information), and  
b) information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 
 
4.2   Covid-19 Recovery Revitalisation Scheme - Update 
 
Confidential due to: a) information relating to the financial or business affairs of any 
particular person or organisation (including the Council holding that information), 
and b) information likely to reveal the identity of an individual 
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4.3 Belfast Region City Deal (BRCD) Update 
 
Confidential due to: a) information relating to the financial or business affairs of any 
particular person or organisation (including the Council holding that information), and 
b) information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be 
maintained in legal proceedings 
 
4.4   Full Fibre Network Northern Ireland (FFNI) Roll Out Update 

 
Confidential due to information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular 
person or organisation (including the Council holding that information) 
 
4.5   Duncan’s Park Dam Remedial Works (Duncan’s Dam Phase 2) - Update 
 
Confidential due to information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular 
person or organisation (including the Council holding that information) 
 
4.6   Boiler Replacement Programme 

 
Confidential due to information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular 
person or organisation (including the Council holding that information) 
 
4.7   Lisburn Public Realm Scheme – Legal Challenge; Leave Hearing for Judicial Review    
        against the Council 
 
Confidential due to: a) information relating to the financial or business affairs of any 
particular person or organisation (including the Council holding that information),  
b) information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be 
maintained in legal proceedings, and c) information likely to reveal the identity of an 
individual 
 
It was proposed by the Vice Chairperson, Councillor H Legge, seconded by The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor, Alderman S Martin, and agreed that the Confidential Business be 
considered “in Committee” in the absence of press or members of the public. 
 
At this juncture the livestream was stopped for the purpose of consideration of the 
confidential business. 
 
“In Committee” 

 
 It was agreed that confidential item 4.7 on the agenda be considered first in order to 
 accommodate the legal representative from Tughan’s Solicitors, Mr P Brown, who was in 
 attendance at the meeting for that item of business. 
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4.1   Lisburn Public Realm Scheme – Legal Challenge; Leave Hearing for Judicial Review    
        against the Council 
 
The Council’s legal representative, Mr P Brown, Tughans, was in attendance for this item 
of business. 
 
The Committee considered a report by the Director of Service Transformation in relation to 
the above matter. 
 
The Director and the legal representative responded to questions from a number of 
Members in connection with issues arising from the report circulated.  The legal 
representative updated the Committee further in relation to the above matter. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Councillor M Guy, and agreed that 
the recommendation as outlined in the Director’s report be agreed. 

 
 The Chairperson thanked the legal representative, Mr P Brown, for his contribution 
 following which Mr Brown left the meeting (7.00 pm). 
 

4.2  Assessment Panel Recommendations for Tackling Rural Poverty and Social Isolation      
       Programme (TRPSI) - Rural Business Development Grant Scheme 
 

The Director of Service Transformation’s report outlined the background and key issues in 

relation to the assessment panel recommendations for the current TRPSI Programme of 

the Rural Business Development Grant scheme. 

 
 The Director reminded the Committee that the Rural Business Development Grant 
 Scheme was being considered under delegated authority granted by the Council at its 
 meeting on 28th September 2021. 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor C McCready, seconded by Alderman A G Ewart and agreed 
 that: 
 

a) the outcomes of the assessment panel held on 20th August 2021 and 24th  September 
2021 be approved resulting in the full allocation for Lisburn and Castlereagh being 
awarded to local micro-businesses, and 
 

b) the two applications received from Rural Belfast be awarded from their separate 
funding allocation.   

 
It was noted that the above funding recommendations were subject to the satisfactory 
return of statutory checks. 

. 
 The Programmes Manager left the meeting (7.12 pm) 
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4.3  Covid-19 Recovery Revitalisation Scheme - Update 
  
 The Head of Economic Development presented this item of business. 
 

The report circulated outlined the background and key issues in relation to an update on 
the current status of the key initiatives within the Covid-19 Recovery Revitalisation 
scheme, some of which were now complete. 
 
The Head of Economic Development responded to questions from the Committee in 
connection with some of the projects listed in the report circulated.  The Director of Service 
Transformation also responded in in relation to one particular question about the parklets 
initiative. 
 
It was proposed by the Vice Chairperson, Councillor H Legge, seconded by Councillor  
M Guy, and agreed to recommend that the update on the projects as part of the Recovery 
Revitalisation Scheme be noted. 
 
4.4   Belfast Region City Deal (BRCD) Update 
 
The Portfolio Manager presented this item of business. 
 
The Committee considered a report by the Director of Service Transformation which 
provided an update in relation to the Council’s City Deal programmes including the 
Council’s Hillsborough Castle and Heritage Village proposal which was included in the 
Deal Document. 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of the BRCD Deal Document which 
outlined the detail of the BRCD programmes and projects and also a copy of the BRCD 
Governance Framework Document. 
 
The Portfolio Manager responded to questions in relation to the various timelines for final 
submission of the Deal Document. 

  

 It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Councillor A Givan, and agreed to 
 recommend that: 
 

a) delegated authority be granted to the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson of the 
Development Committee in consultation with the BRCD Council Panel Members and 
the Chief Executive to: 
 
(i) agree any further anticipated Department of Finance changes to both the Deal 

Document and the Government Framework Document, and  
 

(ii) agree submission to the Department of Finance for ministerial approval, and 
subsequently NI Executive and UK Government approval in November 2021.   

 

b) any Department of Finance changes to the Deal Document and the Government 

Framework Document be reported back to the Committee retrospectively,  
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4.4   Belfast Region City Deal (BRCD) Update (Cont’d) 
 

c) the progress of the Outline Business Case for the Hillsborough Castle & Heritage 

Village to DfE Casework review stage and the match funding and operational 

commitments from Historic Royal Palaces be noted, and 

 
d) the estimated Council contribution to the expected costs to be accrued by the BRCD 

Programme Office for this financial year 2021/22, as outlined in the report circulated, 
be approved. 

 
4.5   Full Fibre Network Northern Ireland (FFNI) Roll Out Update 

 
The Portfolio Manager presented this item of business. 
 
The Committee considered a report by the Director of Service Transformation which 
outlined the background and key updates in relation to the roll out of the Full Fibre Network 
NI and in particular in connection of the Council identified sites. 
  
It was proposed by Councillor D Honeyford, seconded by Councillor A Swan, and agreed 
to recommend that: 
 
a) the FFNI Consortia continues engagement with Openreach to ensure that:  

 

(i) the 4 Council Openreach Commercial Roll Out sites that had been earmarked 

for delivery beyond December 2021 were committed to, and  

 

(ii) further detail on respective installation dates be provided to the Council as 

soon as scheduling had been agreed.   

 

b)     the FFNI Consortia proposal to connect 3 former Openreach Commercial Roll Out 
sites and 4 additional sites as Full Fibre Infrastructure Build (FFIB) utilising the 
programme underspend identified by DCMS, be approved. 

 
4.6    Duncan’s Park Dam Remedial Works (Duncan’s Dam Phase 2) - Update 

 
The Head of Assets presented this item of business. 
 
The Committee considered a report outlining the background and key update issues in 
relation to Duncan’s Park Dam remedial works (Phase 2).  A copy of the update Outline 
Business Case had been furnished to the Committee together with a copy of the Feasibility 
Report that had been considered by the Project Board. 
 
The Head of Assets and the Director of Service Transformation responded to questions in 
relation to a number of issues arising from the report circulated. 
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4.6    Duncan’s Park Dam Remedial Works (Duncan’s Dam Phase 2) – Update (Cont’d) 
 
It was proposed by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor T Mitchell, seconded by Councillor  
A Swan, and agreed to recommend that: 

 

a)   the revised Outline Business Case, subject to approval by the Council’s Capital    
  Programme Office and Head of Finance, be agreed,  

 
b)   the progress of the Capital Programme Phases be noted, and 
 
c)   the confirmation of the appointment of the contractor, as detailed in the report, to   

  progress Stage 2 (RIBA Stages 2 – 7) as per their fee, also as outlined, be approved. 
 

4.7    Boiler Replacement Programme 
 

The Head of Assets presented this item of business. 
 
The Committee considered a report outlining the background and key issues in relation to 
the boiler replace programme. 
 
The Head of Assets responded to an enquiry from a Member in relation to any funding 
initiatives that may be available for this area of work. 

 
The Chief Executive joined the meeting remotely at 7.51 pm. 

 
It was proposed by Councillor A Givan, seconded by the Vice Chairperson, Councillor 
H Legge, and agreed to recommend that PIRSOC for the boiler replacement programme, 
a copy of which had been furnished to the Committee, be approved. 

 
 
5.0 Other Confidential Business 
 
 5.1     Special Meeting of the Development Committee 
      Monday, 18th October, 2021 
 
 The Director of Service Transformation advised Members that arrangements had been 
 made for a Special Meeting of the Development Committee on Monday, 18th October, 
 2021 at 6.00 pm to which Members of the Planning Committee would be invited. The 
 Director advised that the purpose of the Special Meeting was to consider a Planning 
 Advice Note (PAN) in relation to development in the countryside and that an associated 
 workshop would take place on Tuesday, 12th October at 5.00 pm to consider and explore 
 associated issues in advance of the Special Meeting.  
 
 It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor  
 T Mitchell, and agreed that the arrangements for the above Special Meeting and 
 associated workshop be noted. 
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 Resumption of Normal Business 
 

It was proposed by The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Alderman S Martin, seconded by 
Alderman A G Ewart, and agreed to come out of Committee and normal business was 
resumed.  The livestream was re-commenced (7.54 pm). 

 
 The Deputy Mayor, Councillor T Mitchell, left the meeting at 7.55 pm. 
 
 
6.    Any Other Business 
  
 6.1   Relocation of the Harry Ferguson Plane Sculpture  
    Councillor A Givan 
 

Councillor A Givan enquired in relation to the previous decision of the Committee to 
relocate the Harry Ferguson Plane sculpture, which was currently located at the Pantridge 
flyover on the A1 dual carriageway, to the Hillsborough Forest Sculpture Trail. 
 
Councillor Givan was also of the opinion that consideration should be given to a 
commemoration being put in place within the Hillsborough Forest tourism offering to 
recognise the important work of the late physician and cardiologist, Professor Frank 
Pantridge, the inventor of the portable defibrillator, who was also a native of Hillsborough. 
 
The Director of Service Transformation advised that the plans to relocate the Harry 
Ferguson plane sculpture to the Hillsborough Forest Sculpture Trail were actively being 
undertaken and undertook to discuss the further issue raised with Councillor Givan. 
 
Councillors A Swan and D Honeyford welcomed the comments raised by Councillor  
A Givan.  

 
6.2  Businessman and Hotelier, Bill Wosley OBE 
 Councillor D Honeyford 
 

Comments were noted from Councillor D Honeyford in connection with the well-known 
businessman and hotelier, Bill Wolsey, who had sporting and business connections with 
Lisburn.  Councillor Honeyford welcomed anything that could be done to attract further 
investment into Lisburn. 

 
 
Conclusion of Meeting 
   
The Chairperson, Alderman A Grehan, thanked Members for their attendance and there being 
no other business the meeting was terminated at 8.00 pm. 
 
 

        __________________   
    Chairperson 


