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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the proceedings of the Development Committee Meeting of Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council held in the Island Civic Centre, Lisburn, BT27 4RL and Remote 
Locations on Wednesday 7 April 2021 at 7.15 pm 
 
 
PRESENT IN  Alderman W J Dillon MBE (Chairman) 
THE CHAMBER:    
      Councillor U Mackin (Vice Chairman) 
              
    Alderman A Grehan 
 
PRESENT IN A The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
REMOTE LOCATION:      Councillor Hon N Trimble 
 
 Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer 
 
 Aldermen D Drysdale, J Baird and A G Ewart MBE  
                          
 Councillors S Carson, J Gallen, A Givan, M Guy, D Honeyford,  
             H Legge, G McCleave, C McCready and T Mitchell 
 
OTHER MEMBER              Alderman J Tinsley and Councillor S Lee 
PRESENT IN A                  
REMOTE LOCATION: 
                                            
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Chief Executive (Remote Location) 
    Director of Service Transformation (Council Chamber) 
    Head of Economic Development (Remote Location) 

Head of Planning and Capital Development (Remote Location) 
Head of Assets (Remote Location) 
Member Services Officer (RN) (Council Chamber) 
Member Services Officer (BS) (Council Chamber) 
 

Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Alderman W J Dillon, extended a welcome to all present to the April meeting of 
the Committee and advised that the meeting was being live streamed to enable members of the 
public to hear and see the proceedings. 
 
At this point, the Member Services Officer read out the names of the Elected Members in 
attendance at the meeting. 
 
The Chairman stated that, whilst the meeting was being live streamed, unauthorised recording 
was not permitted, as per the Council’s Standing Orders.  The Chairman also reminded  
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Commencement of Meeting (Cont’d) 
 
everyone to ensure mobile phones were turned off or on silent mode for the duration of the 
meeting.  He proceeded to outline the evacuation procedures in the case of an emergency. 
 
Councillor C McCready joined the meeting at 7.17 pm. 
 
The Chairman asked that any Member entering or leaving the meeting alert the Member 
Services Officer accordingly so that this might be accurately reflected in the minutes. 
 
1. Apologies 

 
There were no apologies recorded.   

   
        It was noted that Alderman A Grehan would be arriving late to the meeting. 
 
 The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, joined the meeting at 7.17 pm. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
 

The Chairman invited Members to declare any Conflicts of Interest they might have in 
relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of the requirement that they 
complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, which had been provided at the 
meeting. 

 
 The following declarations of interest was declared: 
 
 Alderman D Drysdale – item 6.2  Lagan Navigation Trust (LNT) Update and Request for 
 Core Funding – in view of his appointment by the Council to the LNT Board  
 
 Alderman D Drysdale - item 6.6 Northern Ireland Business Start Up Programme (NIBSUP)    
 Procurement Programme – in view of his chairmanship of Inspire Business Park (one of 
 the tenants being a participant in this programme). 
 
 During the course of the meeting The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, 
 declared an interest in item 6.2  Lagan Navigation Trust (LNT) Update and Request for    
 Core Funding – in view of his appointment by the Council to the LNT Board 
 
3.  Report of the Director of Service Transformation 

 
3.1   Investment Strategy for Northern Ireland (ISNI) 2021 – Call for Evidence 

 
 The Director of Service Transformation outlined the background and key issues in relation 
 to the Investment Strategy for Northern Ireland (ISNI) and the Call for Evidence 
 submission. 
 
 The Director advised that the Strategic Investment Board initially had asked key 
 stakeholders to provide a ‘Call for Evidence’ submission by 30 April 2021 following which   



  DC   07.04.2021 

261 
 

 3.1   Investment Strategy for Northern Ireland (ISNI) 2021 – Call for Evidence (Cont’d) 
 
 the Strategic Investment Board would develop a document for formal consultation in 
 Autumn 2021 whereby Members would be given an opportunity to review and provide 
 feedback via a formal Council response.  
 
 The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a draft paper outlining the Council’s
 submission which identified gaps and needs for infrastructure investment in a number of 
 areas to include transport, community & leisure, industry and innovation, digital and 
 communication.  The submission also outlined the following three ‘flagship’ Council 
 projects that had been identified as areas of investment priority in the coming years 
 in line with consultation with Members: 
 

a) redevelopment of Dundonald International Ice Bowl (DIIB) 
b) Knockmore Link Road, Rail Halt and Park & Ride Facility  
c) Maze Long Kesh Development Site  

 
 Officers were cognisant that the Department for  Infrastructure (DfI) had their own capital 
 programme for investment in road and rail as did Northern Ireland Water.  Projects such as 
 the A1/M1 Bypass and the BRT2 into Cairnshill/A24 were included in the DfI future 
 capital programme and accordingly the Director advised that consideration should be 
 given to the inclusion of these projects as per the appended response. 
 
 It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by the Vice Chairman, Councillor  
 U Mackin and agreed to recommend that: 
  

a) the ‘Call for Evidence’ paper for the Investment Strategy for Northern Ireland 2021 
drafted on behalf of the Council, be approved,  
 

b) the Council’s submission be submitted to the Strategic Investment Board prior to the 
deadline of 30 April 2021 deadline, and 

 
c) Members be afforded the opportunity to provide considered feedback via a formal 

Council response on the final draft of the Integrated Strategy consultation document 
which was expected to be released in autumn 2021. 

 
 Alderman A Grehan entered the meeting at 7.22 pm and Councillor H Legge joined 
 remotely also at 7.22 pm. 
 
 3.2   Quarterly Reports on Performance 
 
 The Committee had been furnished with Performance Improvement KPIs for the 4th 
 quarter for 2020 (1 October 2020 – 31 December 2020) which had been taken from the 
 ‘Performance Manager’ System (Dashboard) detailing Key Performance Indicators 
 (KPIs) for each service within the Directorate.  
 

The Director having reminded the Committee of the scrutiny given to the Planning 
performance using both the Northern Ireland agreed Planning Performance Framework  
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3.2   Quarterly Reports on Performance (Cont’d) 
 
and the regular monthly updates to the Planning Committee advised that significant 
inroads in relation to major applications had been achieved in the last quarter and, whilst 
the target remained a challenge, major applications were prioritised within the system with 
some significant impact. 

 
 The Director also reported that Local Planning applications had been impacted by the 
 restrictions brought about through Covid but given the current trends and quantum of 
 applications the Development Management Planning team continued to perform at a 
 high level. 
 
 Alderman J Tinsley joined the meeting at 7.24 pm. 
 
 The Director responded to questions from the Committee in relation to sickness absence 
 levels within one particular service with the Service Transformation directorate and the 
 number of site visits carried out within 5 weeks of validation.  The Director advised that 
 action had been taken to address this issue recently. 

 
In response to a question on the average processing time for major applications the 
Director emphasised the importance of the planning applicant bringing forward quality 
applications and also the importance of he and the team providing reassurance to major 
investors when they come forward.   

 
The Head of Planning and Capital Development also responded to this matter during 
which he discussed the processing times for this target which, on average, were within the 
target figure.  He advised that major applications were 2% of all planning applications 
being processed by the Council and that the figure for major applications reflects the 
challenge of one major application being in the system for a particularly long time.  The 
issues were complex and there was no opportunity to meet the statutory target.  Also the 
statistics demonstrated that the Council had processed 14 major applications to 
Committee which worked out to be more than one major application per month.  The Head 
of Planning and Capital Development reiterated the need for Members to reflect on the 
performance of major applications over the period of a year.  He also stated that there 
were often further delays in applications where Section 76 agreements were to be 
processed after the application had gone to Committee or Environmental Statements were 
submitted and the assessment of the application was complex.  The Head of Planning and 
Capital Development referred to the issue of the Planning legislation being fit for purpose 
and advised that this matter would be considered later in the meeting under item 5.1 DfI 
Planning Review of the Implementation of the Planning (Northern Ireland) Act 2011. 
 
In relation to the target for site visits the Head of Planning and Capital Development 
elaborated on the comments made earlier by the Director of Service Transformation.  He 
advised that there was no opportunity for Officers to meet the target as the processing of 
allocating files was taking longer than usual.  This was, however, being addressed.   He 
further emphasised that at the end of Quarter 3 the team had received 629 planning 
applications and had processed 600 during the Covid pandemic.  No significant backlog of 
applications was created and this could not be said for all Councils. 
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3.2   Quarterly Reports on Performance (Cont’d) 
 
The Head of Planning and Capital Development put on record that the team was on top of 
its performance having worked hard to process 1040 applications over the period of last 
year.  Any backlog was in part a result of two Officers in the Development Management 
Team being on long term sick, one vacancy not being filled, and one Officer returned from  
maternity leave using annual leave.  The Head of Planning and Capital Development 
undertook to bring forward a further report on the work of the Planning Development 
Management Team in due course. 
 
Comments were noted from The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, in 
relation to the current target for average processing time for major applications which he 
felt was not achievable.  He was of the opinion that the medium number of weeks would 
be more appropriate to use as the target rather an average number of weeks in this 
instance. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman D Drysdale, seconded by Councillor A Givan, and agreed to 
recommend that the summary reports on the KPI indicators for the quarter 1 October – 31 
December 2020 for the Service Transformation Directorate be approved. 

 
 
4. Report of the Head of Economic Development 
 

4.1    Blaris Road Car Park Development Proposal & Lease 
 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that the Council was 
currently progressing with Phase 1 of the Discover Waterways Lisburn project funded 
through the NI Rural Development Programme, which would see the restoration of 
Navigation House and Stable Block on the Hillsborough Road to create a high end multi-
use Council owned facility consisting of office space, training facilities, exhibition space, 
workshop space and meeting/conference facilities.  
 
Also as reported to the Committee at its meeting in March 2021, an approach had been 
made to the Council to consider taking over a long-term lease for the parcel of land at the 
edge of the new private housing development on Blaris Road site with a view to it being 
developed as a car park. 
 
The Head of Economic Development’s report detailed a number of key issues relating to 
this project including: 
 
- the opportunity to install the required infrastructure for the future installation of EV 

charging point(s) for both cars and bikes in partnership with a third party service 
provider.  

 
- funding had been secured through the Covid-19 Recovery Revitalisation Scheme 

(Department for Infrastructure) to develop the proposed car parking facilities which was 
proposed to be offered as a free car park for people using the various facilities.   
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4.1    Blaris Road Car Park Development Proposal & Lease (Cont’d) 

  
- the Terms and Conditions of the lease, which would include the lease term, would be 

drafted by the Council’s appointed solicitor and agreed at a future Committee meeting.  
 

- future maintenance and management of the car park was estimated to cost £1,000 per 
annum, and would be undertaken by the Council’s Assets Unit.  

 
A number of Members welcomed this development proposal. 
 
The Head of Economic Development and the Director of Service Transformation 
responded to comments and questions in relation to the number of spaces allocated to 
electric vehicle charging points.  Other questions raised were in connection with speed 
indicators, a controlled crossing point at this location and the extent of the lease. 
The Director reminded Members that this initiative was being driven by Central 
Government and undertook to bring a further report back to Committee on the issues 
raised in due course. 
 
The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Jenny Palmer, having raised this matter at Committee a 
couple of months ago thanked the Officers in the Economic Development Unit for their 
efforts in progressing this project to date. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor D Honeyford, seconded by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor 
Jenny Palmer, and agreed to recommend that: 
 
a) the proposal for the Council to lease the parcel of land off Blaris Road be approved, 

and 
 

b) the way forward as outlined in the report circulated, including adherence to the capital 
programme process for consistency and transparency, be agreed. 

 
4.2      Mayor’s Innovation Fund 

 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that the DEA Pilot 
Investment scheme had been agreed by the Council in February 2021 and contained a 
Mayor’s Civic Innovation Fund with an indicative budget of £30,000. 

 
The Head of Economic Development reported that in consultation with The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, officers had worked to develop the objectives, 
criteria, application forms and scoring matrices around this project which was proposed to 
be run as a bursary programme for young people.  Also, a cross-directorate officer group 
had been established within Council to implement the Fund, led by Economic 
Development with support from the Office of the Mayor, Community Services and 
Corporate Communications.   
 
The Head of Economic Development reported that this bursary programme would be split 
into two tranches of £15,000 for allocation by each serving Mayor in the financial year  
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4.2     Mayor’s Innovation Fund (Cont’d) 
 
2021/2022, with three awards per tranche.  Also the themes (one award per theme) within 
the Mayor’s Innovation Fund were proposed as follows: 

 
• Youth Entrepreneurship Award 
• Social Enterprise Award 
• Youth Community Award 
 

The Head of Economic Development and the Director of Service Transformation 
responded to a question from the Chairman, Alderman W J Dillon in regard to the 
possibility of extending the initiative after the second year.  The Director advised that this 
matter would be brought to the Committee for consideration in due course. 
 
The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor N Trimble, commended the Mayor’s Innovation 
Fund initiative and thanked all Officers concerned for their efforts in progressing this 
initiative to date and stated that he would wish to have the option incorporated to continue 
the initiative for subsequent Mayors in view of the good work in relation to business 
enterprise, social enterprise and community development that would be coming forward as 
a result of this initiative.  
 
Comments were noted from Councillor J Gallen in regard to the importance of ensuring 
there was robust criteria in place for this initiative. 
 

 It was proposed by Councillor J Gallen, seconded by The Right Worshipful the Mayor, 
 Councillor N Trimble, and agreed to recommend  that:  
 

- a total budget of £30,000 for the Mayor’s Innovation Fund to be distributed across six 
grants (at a value of £5,000 per grant) over two tranches across the current and 
subsequent Mayoral term, by 31 March 2022, be agreed, 
 

- the grants be agreed following an assessment by the cross-directorate group of officers 
and relevant external representation (such as, Lisburn & Castlereagh Youth Council, 
Young Enterprise NI, South Eastern Health & Social Care Trust and Social Enterprise 
NI) against predetermined criteria connected to the proposed themes, and 
subsequently reported for noting to the Development Committee, and 

 
- ongoing evaluation of the programme takes place with authority given to the Mayor in 

conjunction with the Chief Executive to alter the themes being funded. 
 

4.3    Business Solutions Customer Relationship Management (CRM) System             
   Implementation 

 
The Head of Economic Development advised the Committee that the need for a Customer 
Relationship Management (CRM) System had been identified by officers to improve the 
Unit’s ability to efficiently manage its data, and that this finding had been also confirmed 
following a recent Internal Audit Investigation into the Economic Development Unit. 
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4.3   Business Solutions Customer Relationship Management (CRM) System             
   Implementation (Cont’d) 

 
The Head of Economic Development explained that the proposed CRM system would 
consolidate and formalise data management into a central cloud based storage software 
system. The new system would be used to support the programme of activity across the 
four key Economic Development services, namely; Business Solutions, Tourism, 
Regeneration and Rural Development/Programmes, and would be used to support 
ongoing one-to-one business engagement and used to assist in stakeholder management 
across the Unit. 

 
 The Head of Economic Development’s report outlined a number of key issues in relation to 
 the benefits of the proposed CRM system. 
 
 The Head of Economic Development responded to questions from the Committee in 
 regard to the annual subscription cost, the need for more detailed specification, the need 
 for discipline in data input by all users and Members availing of the system’s various 
 reporting mechanisms, eg. reports on geographic area such as DEAs. 

 
It was proposed by Alderman D Drysdale, seconded by the Vice Chairman, Councillor  
U Mackin, and agreed to recommend that the Council procures a suitable CRM system to 
provide a central source for the storage of company interaction and programme 
information as well as to support and improve internal management and control, at an 
estimated budget of £29,000 subject to processing through the Capital Projects 
Committee. 

 
5.      Report of the Head of Planning & Capital Development 
 
 5.1  DfI Planning review of the implementation of the Planning (Northern Ireland) Act 2011  
 
 The Head of Planning and Capital Development reported that the Department for 
 Infrastructure has an oversight role in respect of the operation of the  Planning System in 
 Northern Ireland and as part of this role the Department is required under Section 228 of 
 the Planning (Northern Ireland) Act 2011 to review the implementation of the Planning Act. 
 
 The Head of Planning and Capital Development reported that whilst this review was meant 
 to be carried out within three years of the legislation coming into effect, the regulations 
 required to set out the terms of the review only came into effect on 2  November 2020.    
 
 The report by the Head of Planning and Capital Development set out the detail in regard to  
 the specification of the Planning Act 2011 (Review) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2020. 
 

The Head of Planning and Capital Development advised that the Department had invited 
comments on the review from key stakeholders and accordingly this consultation process 
provided an opportunity for the Council to provide comment on those aspects of legislation 
that are not working well and that need amendment or repeal.  A template had been 
provided and comment was sought on the following five topic areas: 
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5.1  DfI Planning review of the implementation of the Planning (Northern Ireland) Act 2011 
       (Cont’d) 
 
- Local Development Plans 
- Development Control 
- Enforcement 
- COVID19 
- Other parts of the 2001 Planning Act 
 
The Head of Planning and Capital Development discussed those parts of the current 
legislation that provides significant challenge to Councils in preparing local development 
plans and providing effective and timely decisions in respect of development control.   
 
The Head of Planning and Capital Development also outlined how COVID 19 had 
highlighted the need for the Department to act more flexibly in line with other jurisdictions.   
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a detailed response outlining the key 
issues in each of the five topic areas for consideration. 
 
It was proposed by the Vice Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, seconded by Alderman  
A Grehan, and agreed to recommend that: 
 
a) the response as circulated be approved  

 
b) the response be also brought before the Planning Committee for consideration, and 

 
c) subject to any suggested amendments by the Planning Committee, the response be 

submitted to the Department by the stipulated closing date of 16 April 2021. 
 
5.2    Local Development Plan – Update on: a) Focussed Changes Consultation, and 
         b) Submission of draft Plan Strategy to Department for Infrastructure (DfI) 

 
Alderman J Tinsley left the meeting during consideration of this item of business (8.02 pm)
   
a) Focussed Changes Consultation 
 
The Head of Planning and Capital Development reminded the Committee of its decision at 
the Development Committee meeting in December 2020 that the ‘Consultation on 
Focussed Changes including Minor Changes Schedule’ be undertaken as part of the draft 
Plan Strategy, in accordance with Development Plan Practice Note 10 Submitting 
Development Plan Documents for Independent Examination.  
 
The proposed focussed changes (provided as an Addendum to the draft Plan Strategy) 
had been subject to an eight week period of public consultation (from Thursday 14th 
January 2021 to Friday 12th March 2021) along with identified minor changes, a 
Sustainability Appraisal and other statutory assessments as required.  A total of twenty 
comments had been received which had been collated and published on the Council 
website.   
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5.2    Local Development Plan – Update on: a) Focussed Changes Consultation, and 

       b) Submission of draft Plan Strategy to Department for Infrastructure (DfI) (Cont’d) 
 
b) Submission of draft Plan Strategy to Department for Infrastructure (DfI) 
 
The Head of Planning and Capital Development reminded the Committee of its decision at 
the Development Committee meeting in December 2020, that as a result of the above 
focussed changes consultation, the submission of the draft Plan Strategy to DfI in order to 
cause an independent examination, would occur in the first calendar quarter of 2021.  
 
The Head of Planning and Capital Development advised that in accordance with 
Regulation 20 of the Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
2015, the LDP team had formally submitted the Council’s draft Plan Strategy and 
associated documents to the Department for Infrastructure to cause an independent 
examination, on Monday 22nd March 2021 in both hard copy and electronic formats.  This 
was in accordance with the Council’s agreed timetable as published in January 2021. 
 
Also, in accordance with Regulation 21 of the Planning (Local Development Plan) 
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 advertisements had been placed in the Belfast 
Telegraph and Belfast Gazette advising that all of the submitted documents were now 
available to inspect by appointment at the Council Offices at Lagan Valley Island and also 
could be viewed on the Council’s website.  The statutory consultation bodies and those 
who made a representation and counter representation to the draft Plan Strategy, had also 
been notified. 
 
The Vice Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, paid tribute to the Officers in the LDP team in 
submitting the Council’s draft Plan Strategy to the Department following a lengthy period of 
work. 
 
In response to a question from the Vice Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, in relation to the 
requirement to submit the draft Plan Strategy to the Department before the plan being 
lodged with the PAC the Head of Planning and Capital Development advised that whilst 
this was a legislative requirement, one of the recommendations coming forward in relation 
to the review of the planning legislation described in the previous report (item 5.1 above) 
was to remove the requirement. 

 
It was agreed that the update report by the Head of Planning and Capital Development in 
relation to the public consultation on the focussed changes to the Council’s draft Plan 
Strategy, the submission of the draft Plan Strategy to the Department and also the 
availability of all related documents on the Council’s website be noted. 
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5.3   Local Development Plan – Letter to Department of Infrastructure (DfI) in respect of    
   linkages between the new Belfast Metropolitan Transport Plan (BMTP) and Local    
   Development Plan (LDP) 
 
The Head of Planning and Capital Development reported that at the last meeting of the 
Metropolitan Area Spatial Working Group (MASWG) on 12th February 2021 (hosted by 
LCCC and Chaired by Councillor U Mackin) the preparation of a new Belfast Metropolitan 
Area Transport Plan (BMTP), published in draft in November 2020, had been discussed. 
Also at this meeting DfI Roads had made a presentation on traffic modelling for the Belfast 
Urban Area and what was described as the outer areas for those Councils surrounding 
Belfast City in the Metropolitan Area.  
 
The report circulated detailed a number of key issues in relation to the Department’s traffic 
modelling exercise. 
 
The Head of Planning and Capital Development advised that following consideration of the 
advice offered at the meeting, it had been considered necessary to reinforce the 
importance of linkages between land use and transport planning, and to seek early 
engagement with the Department of Infrastructure (DfI) to help inform, shape and influence 
the new BMTP.   
 
The Committee had been provided with a copy of a letter dated 9 March 2020 to DfI 
Roads, and an accompanying table of schemes which identified the current list of transport 
schemes within the existing BMTP as well as other ‘new’ schemes which had been 
identified or progressed further to its publication and which had been issued to DfI Roads 
for the basis of discussion. 
 
The Head of Planning and Capital Development advised that it was intended that the 
above information set out clearly the Council’s key priorities for transportation in its various 
modes, which in turn will help shape the growth of the Council area in the future.  It is also 
to inform Members in advance of the commencement of the consultation process for the 
BMTP. 
 
It was agreed that the content of the letter to the Director of Transport Planning and 
Modelling Unit, DfI Roads, and accompanying table of transport schemes be noted. 
 
It was noted that the Committee would be kept informed on the outcomes of any meetings 
with the Department, given that any outcomes would influence the preparation of the next 
stage of the Plan, ie. the Local Policies Plan and both the new Belfast Metropolitan 
Transport Plan and Local Transport Plan for Lisburn and Castlereagh. 
 

6.     Confidential Report by the Director of Service Transformation 
 
The Chairman, Alderman W J Dillon, advised of the reasons for confidentiality in respect of 
the items contained in the Director’s Confidential Report as follows: 
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6.1  Drumlough Landfill Site Closure Implementation: information therein relating to the 
financial or business affairs of any particular person or organisation (including the Council 
holding that information). 
 
6.2  Lagan Navigation Trust Update & Request for Core Funding: a) information relating to 
the financial or business affairs of any particular person or organisation (including the 
Council holding that information), and b) Information relating to any consultations or 
negotiations, or contemplated consultations or negotiations, in connection with any labour 
relations matter arising between the authority or a Minister of the Crown and employees of, 
or office holders under, the authority.  
 
6.3  Citywatch NI (formerly Lisburn Commerce Against Crime) Extension of Core Funding 
Agreement: a) information therein relating to the financial or business affairs of any 
particular person or organisation (including the Council holding that information), and 
b) information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege could be 
maintained in legal proceedings. 
 
6.4   Awakening the Gateways – Financial Appraisal: information relating to the financial or 
business affairs of any particular person or organisation (including the Council holding that 
information) 
 
6.5  Freeports Proposal NI – Update:  information in respect of which a claim to legal 
professional privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings. 
 
6.6  Northern Ireland Business Start Up Programme (NIBSUP) Procurement Programme: 
information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person or 
organisation (including the Council holding that information) 
 
6.7  Belfast Regional Transport 2 Options Assessment: information relating to the financial 
or business affairs of any particular person or organisation (including the Council holding 
that information) 
 
It was proposed by the Vice Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, seconded by Alderman  
A Grehan, and agreed that the Confidential Business be considered “in Committee” in the 
absence of press or members of the public. 
 
At this juncture the livestream was stopped for the purpose of consideration of the 
confidential business. 
 
“In Committee” 
 
6.1     Drumlough Landfill Site Closure Implementation 

 
 The Head of Assets outlined the background and key issues in relation to Drumlough 
 Landfill site’s closure implementation plan and responded to questions from the 
 Committee.  
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6.1     Drumlough Landfill Site Closure Implementation (Cont’d) 
 
 The Committee had been furnished with a copy of draft Heads of Terms and the Licence 
 Agreement which had been developed and which still required to be negotiated and 
 agreed with the parties concerned. 
  
 It was proposed by Councillor A Givan, seconded by the Vice Chairman, Councillor  
 U Mackin and agreed to recommend that: 
 

a) the development of the Heads of Terms and draft licence agreement for access to the 
adjacent land be approved, 
 

b) delegated authority be sought from the Council at its meeting on 27 April 2021 to the 
Chair and Vice Chair of the Development Committee, and Director of Service 
Transformation, to approve the access licence with the landowner as necessary.  

 
c) the Council re-engages RPS Consulting Engineers to complete the perimeter drain 

investigation and report, given their previous experience and work in this area, and 
 

d) the Council procures an Engineering Consultancy to complete the design solution to 
enable completion of the site capping and water contamination treatment, and action 
the site closure implementation plan. 

 
 6.2  Lagan Navigation Trust Update & Request for Core Funding 

 
The Head of Assets left the meeting during consideration of this item of business (8.30 
pm). 
 
The Head of Economic Development  
outlined the background and key issues in relation to the Lagan Navigation Trust and in 
particular the request for core funding. 
 
The report circulated outlined a number of key issues which included options for 
consideration.  The report also listed a number of tenants that had expressed an interest in 
the site, and their respective purposes. 
  
A discussion ensued during which the Head of Economic Development responded to a 
number of questions from the Committee. 
 
The Head of Assets returned to the meeting at 8.35 pm. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Gallen, seconded by Alderman A Grehan, and agreed to 
recommend that a decision on the preferred funding option for Lagan Navigation Trust be 
deferred and that the matter be discussed further at a future meeting of the Committee 
which would allow for an approved Business Plan to be made available for consideration 
thereon and that in the interim funding be made available to Lagan Navigation Trust on a 
month by month basis. 
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6.3  Citywatch NI (formerly Lisburn Commerce Against Crime) Extension of Core Funding     
      Arrangement 
 
The Head of Economic Development outlined the background and key issues in relation to 
the Council’s future support to Citywatch given that the current arrangement ended on 31 
March 2021, it being noted that an alternative arrangement had not yet been agreed. 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of the Citywatch Budget Profile of 

Operational Expenditure 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022.  
 
The Head of Economic Development responded to questions from the Committee in 
relation to a number of issues outlined in the report circulated. 
 
It was proposed by the Vice Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, seconded by Alderman  
J Baird, and agreed to recommend that: 
 
a)  an extension of the current core funding arrangement up to a maximum of £258,000 up 

to 31 March 2022, as outlined in the report circulated, be approved, and 
 

b)  the extension of the contract of The Senate Group to carry out the detailed analysis of 
need and full financial modelling of the options within the final business case following 
the CCTV operational review be agreed. 

 
6.4   Awakening the Gateways – Financial Appraisal 
  
The Director of Service Transformation reminded the Committee that it had been agreed 
by the Council in October 2020 to support the submission of a funding application to the 
Department for Communities for the development of an ‘Awakening the Gateways’ 
initiative which would see improvements to key gateway locations across Lisburn City 
Centre. 
 
The report by the Director of Service Transformation outlined a number of key issues in 
relation to Awakening the Gateways initiative. 
 
A copy of the financial appraisal relating to the full project, which had been agreed by 
Finance, had been circulated to the Committee for consideration. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman A Grehan, seconded by the Vice Chairman, Councillor  
U Mackin, and agreed to recommend that the Awakening the Gateways financial appraisal 
be approved. 
 
6.5   Freeports Proposal NI - Update 
 
The Committee considered an update report by the Director of Service Transformation on 
the Freeports Proposal NI initiative which outlined a number of key issues. 
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6.5   Freeports Proposal NI – Update (Cont’d) 
 
Following high level early discussions with Invest NI Officials regarding these proposals a  
copy of a presentation based on Invest NI’s thinking had been furnished to the Committee.  
Also furnished to the Committee was a copy of a survey which had been issued to Council 
officers, however no return had been submitted given the risks involved and the political 
decision making required to take a position on the Freeport concept. 
 
It was proposed by the Vice Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, seconded by Alderman 
A Grehan, and agreed to recommend that: 
 
a)  the ongoing development of the proposal for a Freeport in Northern Ireland and the 

Council approach to feeding into this initiative be noted, 
 

b)  Council Officers participate in discussions, as appropriate, regarding the development 
of a proposal for a Freeport or Freeports in Northern Ireland, and 

 
c)  the Committee provide to Officers any priority areas for inclusion in these discussions 

or in this initiative. 
 
6.6    Northern Ireland Business Start Up Programme (NIBSUP) Procurement 
         Programme 
 
The Director of Service Transformation reminded the Committee that the Council, at its 
meeting in January 2021, had granted delegated authority to the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the Development Committee, in conjunction with the Director of Service 
Transformation, to agree the outcome of the procurement exercise by accepting the most 
economically advantageous tender and with a retrospective report being brought to the 
Committee thereon. 
 
The Director’s report outlined the background and key issues in relation to the NIBSUP 
Procurement Programme including the outcome of the Delivery ‘Business Start’ tender and 
also the marketing ‘Business Start’ tender. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman A Grehan, seconded by the Vice Chairman, Councillor  
U Mackin, and agreed that the appointment of both contracts as outlined in the Director’s 
report be noted. 
 
6.7   Belfast Regional Transport 2 Options Assessment 

 
 The Director of Service Transformation reminded the Committee that within the Belfast 
 Regional City Deal there was a proposal for the expansion of the Belfast Regional 
 Transport to cover the North South Axis of the greater Belfast Area.   
  
 Alderman D Drysdale left the meeting during consideration of this item of business (8.52 
 pm). 
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 6.7   Belfast Regional Transport 2 Options Assessment (Cont’d) 
 
 The Director’s report outlined the background and key issues in relation to the engagement 
 process ahead of the consultation process on the options for the expansion of the Belfast 
 Regional Transport covering the North South Axis of the greater Belfast Area (BRT2 
 Programme). 
 
 Councillors J Gallen and M Guy welcomed the BRT2 proposals and also the opportunity for 
 Member engagement.  Councillor S Lee also welcomed the proposals and thanked the 
 Officers concerned for their efforts to date. 
 
 It was proposed by Councillor J Gallen, seconded by Councillor M Guy, and agreed to 
 recommend that the Committee partakes in the engagement process during April and gives 
 consideration to the impact of the proposal of the expansion of Belfast Regional Transport 
 through the BRT2 programme on local communities, as outlined in the Director’s report. 
 
 Resumption of Normal Business 
 
 It was proposed by Alderman A Grehan, seconded by the Vice  Chairman, Councillor  
 U Mackin, and agreed to come out of Committee and normal business was resumed. 
 The livestream was re-commenced. 
 
 
7.    Any Other Business 
  
 There was no other business for consideration. 
 
 
Conclusion of Meeting 
   
The Chairman, Alderman W J Dillon, thanked Members for their attendance and there being no 
other business the meeting was terminated at 8.56 pm. 
 
 
 

        __________________   
    Chairman 


