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Minutes of the proceedings of the Development Committee Meeting of Lisburn 
& Castlereagh City Council held in the Island Civic Centre, Lisburn, BT27 4RL 
on Wednesday, 6 November 2019 at 7.20 pm 
 
PRESENT:   Alderman A G Ewart MBE (Chairman) 
 
    Alderman W J Dillon (Vice-Chairman) 
 
                                        Aldermen J Baird, A Grehan and T Morrow 
 

Councillors R T Beckett, S Carson, D Honeyford,  
U Mackin and T Mitchell 

 
OTHER MEMBER:             Councillor C McCready 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
     

Director of Service Transformation 
Head of Economic Development 
Head of Economic Development (Acting) 
Head of Planning and Capital Development 
Portfolio Manager  
Head of Estates Services 
IT Officer 
Member Services Officer 
 

Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Alderman A G Ewart, welcomed everyone to the November meeting 
of the Development Committee and in particular welcomed the member of the press 
in attendance at the meeting. The Chairman also welcomed back the Head of 
Economic Development after a period of absence. 
 
The Chairman outlined the evacuation procedures in the case of an emergency and 
also reminded everyone to ensure mobile phones were turned off or on silent mode 
for the duration of the meeting and stated that should any Member require to leave 
the meeting to notify the Member Services Officer in order that their departure could 
be recorded accurately in the minutes. 
 
1. Apologies 

 
It was agreed to accept an apology for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf 
of Alderman D Drysdale and Councillors N Anderson, J Gallen, H Legge and G 
McCleave. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
 
The Chairman invited Members to declare any Conflicts of Interest they might 
have in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of the 
requirement that they complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, 
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which had been provided at the meeting. There were no declarations of 
interests made. 

 
3. Report by the Director of Service Transformation  
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendation of the Director of Service 
Transformation be agreed subject to any decisions recorded below.  
 
Verbal Item: 
 
Decision Time Software 
 
The Director reminded Members that the Committee was piloting the new 
Decision Time software on behalf of the Council and any feedback regarding 
this would be welcomed. He also advised that if any additional help was 
required during the meeting, to advise the officers in attendance.  
 
3.1 Hillsborough Forest 
 
The Committee was provided with an update on the Phase 1 infrastructure 
work taking place in Hillsborough Forest and were advised that toilet provision 
originally planned to be located in the social enterprise café building has been 
delayed due to the Belfast Regional City Deal process. Members were updated 
on a feasibility study regarding the installation of permanent or temporary 
toilets at that site. 
 
Following clarification regarding the social enterprise café and the facility 
provision that would be provided there, it was proposed by the Vice-Chairman 
Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Councillor U Mackin and agreed to 
recommend that permanent toilet provision be made as part of the Phase 1 
works at Hillsborough Forest Park, with the estimated cost of £60,000 being 
met from within the current capital costs for Hillsborough Forest developments. 
 
During the discussion of this item, Alderman J Baird entered the meeting at 
7.24pm. 
 

4. Report of the Head of Planning and Capital Development 
 
 It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Planning 

and Capital Development be agreed subject to any decisions recoded below. 
 

4.1 Advance Notice of Listing in Respect of Hangars (Former Aircraft 
Assembly Hangars), Gate 3, Maze. Long Kesh, 94 Halftown Road, 
Lisburn 

 
The Committee was advised that The Department for Communities – Historic 
Environment Division (HED) has notified the Council of its intention to list the 
Hangars (Former Aircraft Assembly Hangars) at Gate 3, Maze, Long Kesh as a 
building of special Architectural or Historic interest and had invited comments 
on this by 15th November 2019. 
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4.1 Advance Notice of Listing in Respect of Hangars (Former Aircraft 
Assembly Hangars), Gate 3, Maze. Long Kesh, 94 Halftown Road, 
Lisburn (Cont.) 

 
Members considered a site location plan and a copy of a second survey 
provided by the HED and noted the historic value that these WWII related 
structures presented. The Committee further noted the officer’s report stating 
that if a greater level of protection was conferred on to these buildings, certain 
policies would have to be adhered too if any future building work was 
undertaken.     
 
Following a discussion, it was proposed by Alderman A Grehan, seconded by 
Councillor U Mackin and agreed to recommend that the Council supports the 
intention by HED to list these buildings and advises HED accordingly.  
 
4.2 Local Development Plan – Revision to Statement of Community 

Involvement (SCI) to account for extended formal consultation period 
 
The Committee was reminded of the Council’s decision at its meeting on 24th 
September 2019 agreeing that the draft Local Development Plan would 
undertake the following consultation process: 
 

• Four weeks of informal consultation from 11th October to 7th November 
2019; and 

• Nine weeks of formal consultation between 8th November 2019 and 
10th January 2020. 

 
As a result of this decision extending the minimum eight week consultation 
process by an additional week to accommodate the Christmas period, the 
Committee was presented with an amended Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI) for consideration and approval.  
 
It was proposed by Alderman T Morrow, seconded by Alderman J Baird and 
agreed to recommend to Council that:  
 

(i) The amended SCI be agreed; and 
(ii) Once approved by the Council, the SCI should be sent to the 

Department for Infrastructure for agreement prior to giving notice by 
advertisement and publishing on the Council’s website. 

 
5. Report of the Portfolio Manager 
 
 It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Portfolio Manager be 

agreed subject to any decisions recoded below. 
 

5.1 Belfast Regional City Deal Update and Cost Contributions for 2019/2020 
 

The Committee was provided with an update on the Belfast Regional City Deal 
(BRCD) including: 

 



  DC 06 11 2019 

 
 

5.1  Belfast Regional City Deal Update and Cost Contributions for 2019/2020 
(Cont.) 

 
(i) The Councillors who were appointed to the Joint Council Forum -  

which meets on a quarterly basis to review progress on programme 
delivery and details of its first meeting held on 23rd October 2019; 

(ii) Programme delivery and key achievements to date; and 
 

(iii) Estimated programme costs for the financial period of 2019/2020 which 
was presented at the BRCD Executive Board meeting on 10th October 
2019, including the expected cost to Lisburn and Castlereagh City 
Council, based on the Council’s Estimated Penny Product, of £29,288. 

 
The Chairman asked if any Councillors who attended the Joint Council Forum 
wished to provide an update to the Committee. Alderman A Grehan informed 
Members that the meeting was very constructive and as per her previous 
suggestion, welcomed a briefing session for all Councillors especially on the 
two projects that directly involve Lisburn and Castlereagh City Council.  
 
It was proposed by Alderman T Morrow, seconded by Alderman A Grehan and 
agreed that the Council note the progress to date regarding the delivery of the 
BRCD. It was further agreed to recommend that the Council’s estimated 
apportionment cost of £29,288 for delivery of the programme in the next 
financial year be approved and that a briefing session on Phase 2 of the BRCD 
delivery be organised for all Council Members be arranged by the Portfolio 
Office. 
 
5.2 Rural Connected Communities – 5G Testbeds and Trials Programme 

Update 
 
The Committee was reminded that in September the Council had previously 
agreed to contribute £2,000 towards a feasibility study exploring a Rural 
Connected Communities (RCC) funding bid which was led by the Full Fibre 
Network Northern Ireland (FFNI) Council Consortium. The focus of this funding 
bid centred on improvements to the 5G mobile coverage and to ensure 
successful implementation of 5G in rural areas by securing future investment 
from the Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sports (DCMS). 
 
Members were advised that due to the very tight time frame, a credible bid 
could not be submitted by the deadline of 25th October 2019, but that there was 
an appetite for 5G to be rolled out across NI and that positive work that had 
been undertaken with universities, local businesses and across the public 
sector in this regard. Members were advised that DCMS may have other 
funding opportunities available in the future and that the FFNI Consortium 
would be best placed to submit a funding bid, therefore it would be beneficial if 
the FFNI continued this project work. In order to do so, an additional £80,000 
would be required from the Council Consortium. It was proposed by Councillor 
D Honeyford, seconded by Alderman A Grehan and agreed to recommend that 
the Council contribute a further £6,000 towards the completion of this bid.  
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During the discussion of this item the IT Officer and Director left the meeting at 
7.40pm. 

 
6.      Report of the Head of Economic Development (Acting) 

 
 It was agreed that the report and recommendation of the Head of Economic 

Development be agreed subject to any decisions recoded below. 
 

6.1 Lisburn & Castlereagh City Business Awards – 6th March 2019 
 

The Committee was provided with an update regarding the biennial Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Business Awards being held in the La Mon Hotel & Country 
Cub on 6th March 2020. It was previously agreed that the Council would act as 
the main sponsor of this event which recognises the hard work and dedication 
of the City’s local businesses and entrepreneurs as well as the contribution 
made to the local economy. Members were advised that in previous years, the 
Council has purchased an additional table at this event to accommodate 
Elected Members of the Development Committee and additional guests of the 
Chairman. 
 
Following a discussion, it was proposed by Alderman T Morrow, seconded by 
Alderman A Grehan and agreed to recommend that the Council again this year 
purchase an additional table at this event at a cost of £700 (plus VAT). 
 
During the discussion of this item the Head of Planning and Capital 
Development left the meeting at 7.41pm and the Director of Service 
Transformation returned to the meeting at 7.42pm. 
 

7.      Confidential Report of the Director of Service Transformation 
 
The Chairman advised that the reasons for confidentiality were as set out in the 
agenda, i.e.  
 
7.1 Lisburn Public Realm Scheme – Update    
 
(Confidential for reason (a) of information in relation to the financial or business 
affairs of any particular person [including the Council holding that information], 
and (b) information in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege 
could be maintained in legal proceedings.) 
 
7.2 Review of Castlereagh Urban Integrated Development Framework 
 
(Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business 
affairs of any particular person [including the Council holding that information].) 
 
7.3 Tender Report for Welding and Fabrication 
 
(Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business 
affairs of any particular person [including the Council holding that information].) 
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7.4 Full Fibre NI Consortium Bid Update 
 
(Confidential for reason of information relating to the financial or business 
affairs of any particular person [including the Council holding that information].) 

 
 In Committee 

 
It was proposed by Alderman T Morrow, seconded by Councillor D Honeyford, 
and agreed that the Confidential Report of the Director of Service 
Transformation be considered “in Committee”, in the absence of members of 
the press and public. 
 
It was agreed that the Confidential Report and recommendations of the Director 
of Service Transformation be adopted, subject to any decisions recorded below 
and other items noted. 
 
7.1 Lisburn Public Realm Scheme – Update    
 
It was proposed by Alderman T Morrow, seconded by Alderman A Grehan and 
agreed to recommend that the Council agree to the next steps outlined in the 
correspondence from the Council’ solicitor, including moving to the mediation 
process. 

 
7.2 Review of Castlereagh Urban Integrated Development Framework 
 
It was proposed by Alderman T Morrow, seconded by Alderman J Baird and 
agreed to recommend that the Council accept the recommendation as set out 
in the tender report relating to the Appointment of Consultants to carry out a 
Review of the Castlereagh Urban Integration Development Framework. It was 
further agreed to accept the funding offer from the Department for Communities 
(Area Regeneration) with a match funding contribution being provided by the 
Council. 
 
7.3 Tender Report for Welding and Fabrication 
 
It was proposed by Alderman A Grehan, seconded by the Vice-Chairman 
Alderman W J Dillon and agreed to recommend that the Council approve the 
tender award for the Welding and Fabrication Contract as recommended in the 
report. 
 
7.4 Full Fibre NI Consortium Bid Update 
 
It was proposed by Councillor D Honeyford, seconded by Alderman J Baird and 
agreed to recommend that the Council: 
 
(i) Note the first draft list of sites as outlined in the report; 
(ii) Approve the procurement process as outlined within the report, including 

permitting delegated authority for the awarding of associated tender; and 



  DC 06 11 2019 

 
 

(iii) Agree that the project be allocated a Council expenses capital code for 
the purpose of processing the grant funded capital expenditure from the 
Department of Culture, Media and Sport.  

 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Baird, seconded by the Vice-Chairman 
Alderman W J Dillon, and agreed to come “out of Committee” and normal 
business was resumed. 
 
8. Any Other Business 
 

8.1 Lisburn Commerce Against Crime (LCAC)  
Alderman A Grehan 

 
Due to the nature of this item it was proposed by Alderman A Grehan, 
seconded by Councillor U Mackin and agreed that this item would be was 
conducted ‘in Committee’, in the absence of members of the press and public.  
 
Following a discussion, it was agreed that an update report regarding the LCAC 
would be brought to the December meeting of the Development Committee for 
consideration.  
 
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
It was proposed by Alderman J Baird, seconded by Alderman T Morrow, and 
agreed to come “out of Committee” and normal business was resumed. 
 

8.2 Mr D McCallan, Chief Executive NILGA 
Alderman A G Ewart, Chairman  

 
The Chairman reminded Members that the Committee had agreed to write to 
Mr D McCallan, Chief Executive of NILGA following a recent illness and he 
updated Members on the reply he had received. 
 

8.3 Hillsborough Forest Park Entrance 
Councillor C McCready  

 
Councillor C McCready advised the Committee that he had received a number 
of complaints from constituents that could no longer access Hillsborough Forest 
Park from the Ballynahinch Road as the entrance gate had been locked. The 
Head of Economic Development (Acting) advised the Committee that this 
decision was taken by the Forestry Service and they had locked the gate after a 
local resident complained that the gate was unsafe due to poor maintenance. 
Another entrance has been made available a short distance from this location 
and she was aware that there were a number of health and safety issues which 
the Forestry Service would be examining in relation to the entrances of this 
park. The Chairman, Alderman A Ewart, requested that officers examine the 
feasibility of creating a pathway from behind the local Health Centre into 
Hillsborough Forest Park. It was agreed that officers would explore how they  
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8.3 Hillsborough Forest Park Entrance (Cont.) 
Councillor C McCready  

 
could advise local residents that the maintenance of the gates at Hillsborough 
Forest Park was a Forestry Service issue and examine the possibility of 
creating a pathway between the Health Centre and the park. 
 

8.4 Reinstatements at Haslems Lane 
Councillor S Carson  

 
Councillor S Carson referred to reinstatement work that had recently taken 
place at Haslems Lane, near Smithfield, where the newly reinstated brick was a 
different colour to the previous brick used and asked if the Council could 
investigate if the Council would have any recourse with this matter through the 
linkage scheme operated by Department for Infrastructure.  
 

8.5 Items for Noting 
 Alderman T Morrow  

 
Alderman T Morrow asked that the current method of issuing Items for Noting 
be reviewed as the monthly schedule does not allow for proper consideration 
by Members. Alderman T Morrow stated that the relevant items for noting 
should be brought as one agenda item at the end of the Committee report, 
allowing Members to better review all issues related to the work of that 
Committee. This sentiment was echoed by many Committee Members. The 
Director of Service Transformation advised the Committee that he would 
recommend that this issue be raised at the appropriate forum. 
 

8.6 Departmental Absences 
Councillor S Carson 

 
Councillor S Carson sought clarification regarding where Departmental 
Absences were reported to and was advised that an overall report goes to the 
Corporate Services Committee for consideration.  
 

8.7 Decision Time Software 
Councillor R T Beckett  

 
Councillor R T Beckett provided positive feedback regarding the Decision Time 
Software that was being piloted by the Development Committee and in 
particular felt that having access to all officers reports, including the confidential 
items, in one place was far superior than the method previously used and he 
would like to recommend that this software be rolled out across all Committees 
of the Council. Councillor D Honeyford stated that he felt this software was 
more beneficial to the Members and many of the Councillors agreed with this 
position. The Director of Service Transformation stated that he would pass this 
feedback on to CMT. 
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8.8 Date of December’s Development Committee Meeting  
Alderman A G Ewart, Chairman  

 
The Chairman sought Members’ views on changing the date of the December 
meeting in light of the General Election taking place the following week, 
however it was agreed that the next meeting of the Development Committee 
would remain as scheduled for Wednesday 4th December 2019. 

 
8.9 Publications  

Head of Economic Development (Acting)   
 
The Head of Economic Development (Acting) provided Members with a 
publication relating to the Lisburn Lights Festival taking place in Lisburn and 
asked Members to distribute these where possible. The Chairman also advised 
the Committee that there was information available regarding a redevelopment 
opportunity relating to a car park opposite the Lagan Valley Health Centre.  
 

8.10 Thank You to Head of Economic Development (Acting) 
Director of Service Transformation 

 
The Director of Service Transformation wished to place on record his thanks to 
Ms S Lutton who has been carrying out the duties of the Head of Economic 
Development (Acting) during Mr P McCormick’s absence. The Director advised 
that until Mr McCormick returns to the Council in a full time capacity, Ms Lutton 
will continue in post. The Director welcomed Mr McCormick back to the Council 
and advised the Committee that he will be reviewing the structures within the 
service during this time and that any changes to the structure of the unit, once 
agreed through the Efficiency Review Steering Group and CMT, would be 
brought to the Committee for information.   
 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded at 8.16pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                            ___________________________________
       MAYOR/CHAIRMAN 


