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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the proceedings of the Development Committee Meeting of Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council held in the Island Civic Centre, Lisburn, BT27 4RL on Thursday, 
6 September 2018 at 6.00 pm 
 
PRESENT:   Alderman W A Leathem, Chairman 
    
                                        The Right Worshipful the Mayor 

Councillor U Mackin 
 

Deputy Mayor, Councillor A Grehan 
 

Aldermen W J Dillon MBE, D Drysdale, A G Ewart MBE, T Jeffers 
and S Martin 

 
Councillors S Carson, A P Ewing, J Gallen, J Gray MBE, B Hanvey, 
T Morrow and A Redpath   
  

OTHER MEMBER:  Councillor A Givan 
                                            
IN ATTENDANCE:  Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
     

Director of Service Transformation 
Principal Planning Officer  
Community Planning Manager 
Head of Economic Development 
Member Services Officer 
 
 
  

Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Alderman W A Leathem, welcomed Members to the September meeting of the 
Development Committee. 
 
The Chairman proceeded to outline the evacuation procedures in the case of an emergency. 
 
The Chairman reminded everyone to ensure mobile phones were turned off or on silent mode 
for the duration of the meeting and stated that should any Member require to leave the meeting 
to notify the Members Services Officer in order that their departure could be recorded accurately 
in the minutes. 
 
 
1.   Apologies 

 
It was agreed to accept an apology for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of  
Councillor J Baird and S Skillen. 
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2.  Declarations of Interest 
 

The Chairman invited Members to declare any Conflicts of Interest they might have in 
relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of the requirement that they 
complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, which had been provided at the 
meeting. 
 

Alderman D Drysdale declared an interest in item 4.3.16  Meditech Conference “Inspiring 

Innovation in Digital Health’ in Partnership with Inspire Business Centre and Invest Lisburn 

Castlereagh – in view of his chairmanship of Inspire Business Park Limited. 

 

Alderman S Martin declared an interest in item 4.3.16  Meditech Conference “Inspiring 

Innovation in Digital Health’ in Partnership with Inspire Business Centre and Invest Lisburn 

Castlereagh – in view of his directorship of Inspire Business Park Limited. 

 

During the course of the meeting the following interests were declared:  

 

Councillor A Redpath – item 4.3.14  Lagan Navigation Trust  ‘One for the Heart’ Project – 

Request for Funding – in view of his directorship of the Lagan Navigation Trust 

 

Alderman W J Dillon -  item 5.2  Down Royal Racecourse – in view of his membership of 

Down Royal Racecourse 

 

Councillor A P Ewing – item 5.3  Review of Public Space CCTV Service – in view of his 

membership of Lisburn Commerce Against Crime 

 

Declaration of Interest forms were completed accordingly. 

 

  3.      Minutes 
 
It was agreed that the undernoted Minutes be confirmed and signed: 

  
- Meeting of Committee held on 6 June 2018, as adopted by the Council at its meeting 

on 26 June 2018 
- Special Meeting of Committee held on 13 June 2018, as adopted by the Council at its 

meeting on 26 June 2018 
- Special Joint Meeting of the Leisure & Community Development Committee and the 

Development Committee held on 14 August 2018 as adopted by the Council at its 
meeting held on 28 August 2018 

- Special Meeting of the Development Committee held on 14 August 2018 as adopted by 
the Council at its meeting held on 28 August 2018 
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4.     Report by the Director of Service Transformation 
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Director of Service 
Transformation be agreed subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 
4.1    Report by Principal Planning Officer (LDP) 

 
It was proposed by Councillor J Gallen, seconded by Alderman A G Ewart and agreed that 
the recommendations of the Principal Planning Officer be agreed subject to any decisions 
recorded below. 

 
4.1.1    Soundness Guidance Note and Flow Chart (Member User Guide) 

 

The Principal Planning Officer (LDP) reported that the Local Development Plan (LDP) was 

being prepared by the Council which would provide the vision for how communities would 

grow and develop in the future.  Its ultimate aim was to provide certainty for communities 

and investors alike about where development should take place and support the 

infrastructure required for growth.  The LDP would provide the spatial expression of the 

Council’s Community Plan and provide a policy framework for the future development of 

the area from 2017-2032. 

 

The Principal Planning Officer (LDP) discussed soundness which was a key feature of the 

new development plan system and which had a significant impact on the success of the 

Local Development Plan at the Independent Examination Stage.   

 

It was noted that prior to adopting the Plan Strategy, the Plan which was assessed at 

Independent Examination, had been subject to 12 soundness tests based on procedural 

tests, consistency tests and coherence and effectiveness tests.  Soundness was an 

entirely new feature of Plan making, introduced through the Planning (NI) Act 2015. 

 

The Principal Planning Officer advised that a workshop had been held with Members on 

15 November 2017 which had been facilitated by ARUP (Jane Healey Brown, Associate 

Director) who had specific experience of dealing with soundness in England and Wales.  

The workshop discussed the importance of making a sound plan, what the features of a 

sound plan were and how to achieve this.  

 

As a follow up to Member Training, ARUP had been asked to prepare a Guidance Note on 

the key aspects of soundness discussed at the Workshop.  Given that this aspect of the 

Local Development Plan was entirely new in this jurisdiction, Members had also requested 

that a simple user-guide in the form of a flow chart be drawn up to assist them with 

inquiries from the public.  This had been prepared by the LDP Unit to accompany the 

Guidance Note, a copy of which had been circulated to the Committee. 

 

The Committee noted that the 12 tests of soundness which had been circulated within the 

attached Soundness Guidance Note would be examined at independent examination.   
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4.1.1    Soundness Guidance Note and Flow Chart (Member User Guide) (Cont’d) 

 

The Principal Planning Officer reported that it was important that Members fully 

understood their role in the LDP process, and whilst guidance was set out in the Northern 

Ireland Code of Conduct, and Departmental Practice Note 06 on Soundness, the 

complexities of this issue required a ‘plain English’ interpretation which it was intended 

Members could then refer to when dealing with queries from the public.  The purpose of 

the Guidance Note and Flow Chart will assist Members in this regard. 

 

It was agreed to recommend that the Guidance Note and Flow Chart, as circulated be 

agreed and circulated to all Members of Council following ratification of the Committee’s 

decision at the Council meeting on 25 September 2018. 

 
  4.1.2   Housing Workshop, Chestnut Suite, 12th September 2018 

 

The Principal Planning Officer (LDP) reported that a housing workshop for Elected 

Members was planned for 12 September 2018 in the Chestnut Suite, 4.00pm-5.30pm. 

   

The Principal Planning Officer (LDP) advised that the allocation of housing across the 

Council area would be of strategic significance and that the methodology was developed 

and presented through the draft Plan Strategy.  The draft Plan Strategy was subject to 

independent examination, and would involve an assessment of the Council’s evidence 

base in relation to key strategic allocations, policies and proposals.  In relation to Housing, 

it was intended to appoint an independent expert to carry out a review of the Department’s 

HGI allocation and assess the strategic allocation of housing across the district, including 

consideration of essential infrastructure.  

 

The Principal Planning Officer (LDP) stated that it was important that Members understand 

the Council’s Strategic approach to housing allocation in the LDP, which would be 

delivered through the Plan Strategy.   

 

Alderman D Drysdale wished to submit an apology at the Housing Workshop on 12 

September due to a prior engagement. 

 

The Principal Planning Officer responded to comments and questions from Councillor  
B Hanvey in regard to the importance of statutory agencies in providing relevant and up-to-
date information to the Council which was required for its evidence base for the draft Plan 
Strategy.  Councillor Hanvey referred to the fact that many schools in the Council area 
were stretched to capacity in terms of pupil numbers and the need to factor this 
information in to any draft Plan Strategy. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the purpose of the Housing Workshop on 12 September 

2018 be noted and that Members’ attendance at the workshop be approved, it being noted 

that all Members of Council were invited to attend. 
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The Principal Planning Officer left the meeting at 6.10 pm. 
 
 4.2    Report by Community Planning Manager 
 

It was proposed by Alderman S Martin, seconded by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor A 
Grehan, and agreed that the report and recommendations of the Community Planning 
Manager be adopted subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 
Items for Decision 

 
         4.2.1   Locality Plans  

 

Councillor A Redpath entered the meeting at 6.13 pm. 

 

The Committee had been furnished with a report which set out a number of 

recommendations specifically relating to the proposal to develop two locality plans in the 

Lisburn and Castlereagh area.   

 

It was proposed by Councillor T Morrow, seconded by Councillor S Carson, and agreed to 

recommend that:  

a) the development of locality planning in Old Warren and Ballybeen as outlined in the 

report circulated be agreed, and  

 

b) the procurement of consultants to help with the engagement of local people and to 

draw together the final locality plan be approved. 

 
  4.2.2    Carnegie UK Trust Embedding Wellbeing in Northern Ireland 
 

The Committee had been furnished with an update report on the Carnegie UK Trust 

Embedding Wellbeing in Northern Ireland project.  This entailed a study trip to Lisburn and 

Castlereagh on 30 August 2018 and followed on from a video conference with the 

Chairman and Directors in ascertaining the areas of improvement that Carnegie could 

assist this Council in developing.   

 

The Community Planning Manager reported that the Trust had also invited representatives 

of the Council’s Community Planning Partnership along with participating partnerships to 

attend an event in New York in October 2018.  The aim of the latter was to celebrate and 

reflect on the progress made in improving wellbeing in Northern Ireland.  The visit would 

also undertake a shared learning engagement drawing on experience in North America.  

The Carnegie Trust had offered to support three representatives from the Strategic 

Community Planning Partnership Board to visit the conference and pay for all subsistence 

costs. 
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  4.2.2    Carnegie UK Trust Embedding Wellbeing in Northern Ireland (Cont’d) 
 

   It was agreed to recommend that: 

a) the update report on the Carnegie UK Trust Embedding Wellbeing in Northern Ireland       

project be noted, and 

 

b) the attendance of the Chairman of the Strategic Community Planning Partnership, 

Alderman W A Leathem, and the Council’s Community Planning Manager, at the 

international conference in New York in October 2018 be agreed. 

The Chairman, Alderman W A Leathem, expressed thanks and appreciation to The Right 
Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin, for having hosted the lunch in the Mayor’s 
Parlour during the Carnegie Trust’s study visit to Lisburn & Castlereagh on Thursday 30 
August 2018. 
 

 The Community Planning Manager left the meeting at 6.20 pm. 
  

4.3   Report by Head of Economic Development  
 

It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Head of Economic Development 
be adopted subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 
Items for Decision 

 
         4.3.1  International Trade Programme – Civic Visit to Foshan, China  January 2019 

 

The Head of Economic Development reported that following agreement at the June 2018 
Committee Meeting and initial market research, the Council had met with the Deputy Head 
of Foshan Council of International Trade, the Technology Bureau and Head of Chamber of 
Commerce whilst attending the World Economic Forum for FDI in Liverpool, UK. This 
meeting had been arranged to explore the potential for future inward investment, with the 
delegation expressing particular interest in Lisburn Castlereagh’s tourism, hotel and leisure 
offering, as well as local R&D developments in sectors such as sustainable technologies 
and advanced manufacturing. 

 
Following the successful meeting in Liverpool, the Committee had been furnished with an 
official invitation from the Deputy Head of Foshan Council of International Trade to visit the 
City of Foshan in January 2019, together with an overview of the City of Foshan, a 
summary of the key aims and objectives of the visit, and a draft civic itinerary.   

 
The Head of Economic Development reported that given the scale of the Chinese market 
the key objective of the visit would be to explore the potential for inward investment into 
the Council area, as well as identifying potential business linkages which would merit a 
future business-led trade mission.  The Committee noted that the Council was liaising with 
Invest NI’s Head of Asia Pacific Region, and advice and support was being provided to the 
Council through the Northern Ireland Bureau China.  
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         4.3.1  International Trade Programme – Civic Visit to Foshan, China  January 2019 
                   (Cont’d) 
 
The Head of Economic Development advised that due to entering this international market 
for the first time, a need had been defined for an in-market resource(s) with experience of 
the Northern Irish market to support the Council to coordinate the itinerary and maximise 
the economic benefits of the visit at a total cost of up to £21,300.  It was noted that that 
this indicative cost was higher than normal because of additional costs relating to visa 
applications, interpretation for all meetings during the itinerary and follow up contact in 
both Northern Ireland and China.   It was also noted that this cost did not include any 
specific company related trade activity which would be costed separately and would be in 
addition to the £21,300.  The cost per Elected Member of participating in this civic visit to 
Foshan was estimated to be in the region of £1,285. 

 
Comments were noted from Alderman W J Dillon regarding the merits of including Hong 
Kong in the itinerary of the civic visit to China.  Alderman Dillon also advised that he had a 
family contact on secondment in China currently and who may be able to provide some 
useful contacts for the Council. 

 
The Head of Economic Development responded to questions from Councillor J Gallen in 
relation to the involvement of Invest NI in the civic visit to China and also in relation to the 
estimated cost to the Council of this trip, and undertook to provide a breakdown of costs to 
Councillor Gallen. 
 
Alderman D Drysdale warned caution in respect of local businesses becoming involved in 
this particular area of the Council’s international trade programme.  Alderman Drysdale 
stated that China was well known for its high levels of export trade, with lower levels of 
imported trade. 

 
It was proposed by councillor J Gallen, seconded by Councillor T Morrow, and agreed to 
recommend that: 

 
a) the invitation from the Deputy Head of Foshan Council of International Trade be 

accepted, 
 

b) the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Development Committee, or their nominees, 
be nominated to participate in a civic visit to Foshan, China in January 2019, along 
with appropriate officer representation, and 

 
c) an in-market resource with relevant cultural and commercial experience of the Chinese 

market be appointed to support delivery of the project at a total cost of £21,300. 
 

It was noted that The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin, in his capacity of 
Mayor, could also attend the above Civic Visit if he so wished. 
 
It was further agreed that the attendance of the Deputy Mayor, or her nominee, at this 
civic visit be approved which would ensure a cross party delegation from the Council. 
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              4.3.2     Lisburn Chamber of Commerce – Sponsorship of Annual Dinner and      
                             attendance at future Membership events 
 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that it had agreed in March 
2018 that the Council would become a Member of Lisburn Commerce at an annual fee of 
£300 to maximise networking and investment opportunities as part of the Council’s overall 
inward investment programme. 

 
It was noted that membership would also include attendance at all future Chamber 
Membership events.  It was therefore recommended that the Chair and/or Vice-chair of the 
Development Committee attends these events on behalf of the Council. 

 
The Head of Economic Development reported that an opportunity had arisen for the 
Council to be a gold package sponsor at the Lisburn Chamber of Commerce Annual 
Dinner, which was taking place at Larchfield Estate, Lisburn on Thursday 11 October 2018 
at a total cost of £1,500 + VAT, details of the sponsorship package having been circulated 
to the Committee. 

 
It was proposed by Alderman S Martin, seconded by Alderman A G Ewart and agreed to 
recommend that: 

 
a) the Chair and/or Vice-Chair of the Development Committee, or their nominees, 

attends all future Chamber Membership events as appropriate 
 

b) the Council becomes supporting sponsor for the Lisburn Chamber Annual Dinner in 
October 2018, at a total cost of £1,500 + VAT, and 

 
c) the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Development Committee again host the table  
     at the Lisburn Chamber of Commerce annual dinner which was part of the overall  
     sponsorship package, with invited guests and business associates 
. 
The Chairman, Alderman W A Leathem, advised that the date of 11 October was clashing 
with NILGA’s annual dinner and awards evening. 

    
4.3.3  Project Partner Meetings -  INTERREG North West Europe Programme –    

          Support for Social Entrepreneurs – (SuNSE)  

The Head of Economic Development reported that the Council had been offered a grant of 
€173,182 over a 3.25 year programme period (September 2018 – December 2021) to 
develop an INTERREG North West Europe Programme being led by the Highlands & 
Islands Enterprise.  
 
A copy of the above proposal had been furnished to the Committee which aimed to 
increase social entrepreneurship opportunities within the Council area by piloting a range 
of diverse business support models.  
 
Members noted that the terms and conditions of grant included a contractual obligation to 
attend partnership meetings to discuss progress against identified targets and consider  
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 4.3.3  Project Partner Meetings -  INTERREG North West Europe Programme –    

          Support for Social Entrepreneurs – (SuNSE) (Cont’d) 

new actions to be taken forward.  The first project initiation meeting for approved projects 
had been scheduled for Thursday 4 October 2018 to Friday 5 October 2018 in Lille, 
France.  
 

It was proposed by Alderman S Martin, seconded by Alderman A G Ewart and agreed to 

recommend that the Committee agrees to an officer attendance at the first project initiation 

meeting on 4 & 5 October 2018 and that the detail of future meetings be brought to the 

attention of the Committee for approval in due course, it being noted that the estimated 

cost of a staff member attendance at this meeting was in the region of £550 (to include 

flights and accommodation) of which 60% would be reimbursed via INTERREG funds.  

 
       4.3.4     Entrepreneurs Network Schedule of Events 2018-2019 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that as part of the work of 

the Business Solutions team, the Council hosted a range of free networking and discussion 

forums for businesses in the Lisburn and Castlereagh area.  The Entrepreneurs Network 

had been in existence for the past nine years and each business networking event formed 

a key part of the Council’s support for the local business community.   

During this time, the Entrepreneurs Network had evolved from a monthly programme of 

events cumulating in a final end of year high profile event in Hillsborough Castle, to up to 

three high profile events happening throughout the annual schedule.   

The 2017/18 Schedule was once again delivered by the Economic Development team, 

with support from external conference and event facilitators Podiem, who provided input 

into the larger scale events, namely through the provision of high level key note 

speakers. 

The Head of Economic Development reported that interest and attendance levels had also 

substantially increased over the past nine years with up on 100 attendees at the final event 

of the 2017-18 schedule with keynote speaker Lara Morgan, best-selling business author 

and one of the UK’s most successful entrepreneurs. 

It was proposed by Alderman S Martin, seconded by Alderman A G Ewart, and agreed to 

recommend that the Committee agrees to the development of the new 2018-2019 

Entrepreneurs Network schedule once again with the support of an external conference and 

events company, to secure high profile keynote speakers and provide event management 

at a maximum budget of up to £14,500. 

 
     4.3.5    European Social Fund (ESF) Annual Council Match Funding Contribution  

 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that that at a meeting of the 
Development Committee in May 2018, it had been agreed to provide an annual match 
funding contribution of £100,000 per annum over a 4 year period to Stepping Stones NI.  
    4.3.5    European Social Fund (ESF) Annual Council Match Funding Contribution  
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                          (Cont’d) 
 
This contribution would assist Stepping Stones NI to meet all their match funding 
obligations and in turn secure their letter of offer of £612,799 per annum from the 
European Social Fund (ESF) 2014 - 2020.  

 
Members were further reminded that this award came as a consequence of a competitive 
application assessment process undertaken in March and April 2018. The Committee had 
further agreed that a formal letter of offer contracting with Stepping Stones NI would be 
issued subject to Economic Appraisal.  

 
The Head of Economic Development reported that the Council’s Financial Services Unit 
had confirmed that an economic appraisal was not necessary as the application process 
undertaken ensured that the best application proposal was selected and recommended for 
funding based on a robust scoring criteria agreed by the Committee prior to the call for 
application in March 2018.  

 

It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Alderman T Jeffers and agreed to 
recommend that the Committee notes the guidance provided by the Financial Services 
Unit, and agrees that a formal letter of offer was provided to Stepping Stones NI for the 
delivery of the above project.  

 
It was noted that an invitation would be extended to Stepping Stones to make a 
presentation to a future meeting of the Development Committee. 
 
        4.3.6   Proposed Boat Rally at Lagan Valley Island 

 

The Head of Economic Development reported that Officers had been in discussion with 
the Lagan Navigation Trust regarding the possibility of staging a Boat Rally at Lagan 
Valley Island in co-operation with Inland Waterways. 

 
The Head of Economic Development advised that the project which was proposed for 
October 2018, subject to agreement with partners, would provide a positive profile for the 
Council and highlight the Council’s ongoing programme of regeneration along the Lagan. 
Similar events on the Lagan had been hosted in the past which have proved successful in 
raising the profile of the Council, and its Civic Headquarters, and encouraging local 
community participation.   

 
The Head of Economic Development reported that since the report on the proposed boat 
rally had been issued to Members, a problem with the condition of the slipway in Quay 
Street had arisen. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Alderman T Jeffers, and agreed to 
recommend that the Council agrees, in principle, to a budget of up to £4,000 for the 
proposed boat rally at Lagan Valley Island, and that further reports be brought to the 
Committee on the issue of the slipway, in due course. 

 
 4.3.7  City of Lisburn & Castlereagh 2018 Pipe Band Championship Report 
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The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that at the September 2017 

Development Committee it had been agreed to host the 2018 City of Lisburn & 

Castlereagh Pipe Band Championships in Moira Demesne and that a contribution of 

£12,000 be paid to RSPNA (NI) towards the hosting costs for this event, with additional 

technical support of £4,500.   

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of an evaluation of the 2018 event which 

had attracted 46 bands and 47 drum majors, with approximately 4,500 people on site.  At 

least 1,900 cars had been parked in Moira Demesne throughout the day with an additional 

8 coaches.  

A number of positive comments from Members who had attended the above event in Moira 

were noted, in particular in regard to the efforts of Council staff throughout the day.  The 

Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin, asked that the Committee’s thanks be 

conveyed to the Officers and staff who had assisted at this event, as well as the positive 

comments received from participants and members of the public. 

 

The Chairman, Alderman W A Leathem, in particular, commended the efforts of Robert 

Hamilton, Central Services Depot, for the way that the car parking had been managed on 

the day. 

 

It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Alderman T Jeffers and agreed to 

recommend that in light of the positive feedback on the 2018 event that: 

 

a) the content of the evaluation report on the 2018 Lisburn & Castlereagh Pipe Band  

Championships be noted, and 

 

b) the Council agrees to support a similar proposal of £12,000 to bid for a 2019 Pipe Band 

Championship, and additional budget of £4,500 allocated towards technical support. 

 
  4.3.8   Balmoral Show Evaluation Report 2018 

The Committee had been furnished with an evaluation report for the Council’s Marquee 
Initiative at the 2018 Balmoral Show. 

 
It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Alderman T Jeffers, and agreed to 
recommend that  
 
a) the evaluation report on the Council’s Marquee initiative at Balmoral Show 2018 be 

noted, and  
 

b) a maximum budget of £35,000 allocated from the 2019 budget estimates towards a 
similar Marquee initiative at the 2019 Balmoral Show 
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  4.3.8   Balmoral Show Evaluation Report 2018 (Cont’d) 

 
In response to comments from the Chairman, the Head of Economic Development 
undertook to investigate the negative response in the evaluation report and report back to 
the Committee on how the issue could be addressed for the 2019 Show. 
 

             4.3.9   The Local Full Fibre Networks (LFFN) Programme – Collaborative Bid 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee of the significant potential 

that existed for Councils from across Northern Ireland to access external funding from the 

UK Government to deliver and support a series of broadband infrastructure and digital 

technology initiatives for the benefit of the local community and businesses.  This came as 

part of a number of funding streams including the Local Full Fibre Networks (LFFN) 

Challenge Fund, Belfast Region City Deal and the Confidence & Supply Agreement 

monies which had been allocated for broadband in predominantly rural areas of Northern 

Ireland. 

The Committee noted from The Head of Economic Development’s report details of the 

LFFN Challenge Fund which was a capital grant programme delivered in competitive 

waves, £95m remained to be allocated to projects in the remaining Wave 3 round, which 

was expected imminently. A copy of an LFFN update had been furnished to the 

Committee. 

The Head of Economic Development reported that in order to maximise the benefits of this 

funding and potential projects to be delivered, it was proposed that the Council participates 

in an application to the Local Full Fibre Networks (LFFN) Challenge Fund as part of a ten-

Council collaborative bid, led by Newry, Mourne & Down District Council known as Full 

Fibre Northern Ireland (FFNI). The aim would be to bring gigabit-capable broadband 

services to the public sector, businesses and residential users in the Lisburn & 

Castlereagh City area. 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that a report on this funding 

stream had been presented at Committee in January 2018, with an undertaking that the 

Economic Development Unit would explore the development of potential projects for the 

Council area.   

It was also noted that such a bid would complement and enhance work which the Council 

was already progressing to improve and develop local broadband and digital capacity.  

The Council was already promoting a local broadband voucher scheme for local SMEs, 

which was funded as part of the same Full Fibre Networks funding stream, and had also 

submitted an application to the European Regional Development Fund for a Digital 

Innovation Programme to support local companies develop their digital capability. 

The Head of Economic Development also reported that there was also scope for the 

Council to feed into the Public Consultation taking place in early October 2018 for the 

Confidence and Supply programme. In addition the UK digital and innovation agenda  
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 4.3.9  The Local Full Fibre Networks (LFFN) Programme – Collaborative Bid  

(Cont’d) 

featured prominently in the Belfast Region City Deal, and offered great potential to 

maximise digital capabilities across the LCCC area. 

A copy of an overview of the FFNI proposed funding stream and collaborative bid had 

been circulated to the Committee, as well as summary information on each of the various 

broadband and digital projects which the Council may be able to access going forward.  

The Head of Economic Development also reminded the Committee that earlier this 

summer the Council had provided a letter in support of Belfast City Council’s application to 

the Department for Communities, Media and Sports’ (DCMS) ‘5G Urban Connected 

Communities project.’  However Belfast City Council received notice from DCMS that the 

Belfast bid had not been successful as the assessors believed that the Council would not 

be able to expand the project to city scale within the short timeframe. 

The Head of Economic Development also referred to concept of a digitally connected 

‘smart district’ which also formed part of the emerging Belfast City Region Deal, and many 

of the concepts, projects and partner proposals that had emerged from the DCMS bid 

were also highly relevant for this smart district proposal. 

The Head of Economic Development responded to a question from Councillor J Gallen in 

relation to broadband speeds across the City area. 

Alderman W J Dillon and Alderman D Drysdale spoke in support of this initiative. 

It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Alderman T Jeffers and agreed to 

recommend that the Council participates in the FFNI initiative at a maximum cost of up to 

£25,000, to include the appointment of a suitably experienced consultant to develop an 

application by the Council as part of this initiative.   

 4.3.10    Hillsborough Forest - Sculpture Trail Procurement Proposals and Proposed 
    Governance 

Alderman A G Ewart left the meeting at 6.50 pm. 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that at the Special Joint 

Meeting of the Leisure and Community Service Committee and Development Committee 

on 14th August 2018 it had been agreed that the procurement of a company to oversee 

the artwork for the Sculpture Trail in Hillsborough Forest would be procured on Restricted 

Competition through AECOM, the appointed company to deliver RIBA stages 3-7 of the 

forest development.  

It had also been agreed that a draft set of proposals to define the approach to 

procurement, including recommendations relating to the sculpture themes to be put out to 

the market, and the make-up of the selection panel to agree the outcome of the 

procurement exercise would be considered at the next Committee meeting.   
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            4.3.10    Hillsborough Forest - Sculpture Trail Procurement Proposals and Proposed   
                          Governance (Cont’d) 
 
A report setting out the draft proposals for the Digital Sculpture Trail and also the 

suggested make-up of the assessment panel had been furnished to the Committee. 

In response to comments from the Director a discussion ensued in regard to the make-up 

of the assessment panel.  It was noted that the panel would likely consist of the Vice 

Chairman of the Development Committee and also the Vice Chairman of the Leisure & 

Community Development Committee, plus three further nominations to ensure cross party 

representation. 

It was proposed by The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin, seconded by 

Councillor A P Ewing and agreed to recommend that:  

a) the update in relation to the Hillsborough Forest Sculpture Trail Procurement proposals 
be noted 
 

b)  the proposals for the main theme of the Sculpture Trail, as circulated, be agreed, and 

 

c)  the assessment panel consist of two Officers and five Members, with the five Member 

representation to be cross party and nominations to be forwarded to the Chairman, 

Alderman W A Leathem in due course.    

The following nominations were made at the meeting:- 

DUP - Alderman W A Leathem (Chairman of Development Committee) 
DUP – Alderman S P Porter (Chairman of Leisure & Community Development 
Committee) 
SDLP – Councillor J Gallen 
The APNI and UU nominations to be conveyed instead to the Head of Economic 
Development. 

 

4.3.11   Lisburn & Castlereagh City Employability & Skills Seed Fund 

Councillor A Redpath left the meeting at 7.01 pm. 

Councillors A Givan and J Gray left the meeting at 7.02 pm. 

Alderman A G Ewart returned to the meeting at 7.02 pm. 

 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee of the ongoing work to 

progress the Belfast Region City Deal (BRCD).  The programme was being developed on 

the four key pillars of Innovation and Digital, Infrastructure, Tourism, and Employability and 

Skills. The development of each pillar was overseen by a steering group comprising key 

regional partners. 
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           4.3.11  Lisburn & Castlereagh City Employability & Skills Seed Fund (Cont’d) 

 

The Head of Economic Development reported that funding of Employability & Skills fell 

outside of the mainstream City Deal budget so the overarching programme of actions that 

would be formulated through the Employability and Skills proposition would need to be 

resourced with contributions from BRCD partners, including the Councils.  

 

It was noted that whilst final figures had not been confirmed, a total indicative budget of 

c£30million for a 10 year programme of actions had been suggested with a notional total 

figure of £5m across the six partner councils.  

 

The Head of Economic Development advised that investing in the employability and skills 

pillar would mean that Councils were demonstrating a further commitment to the BRCD.  

Importantly it would also mean that Councils should be able to effectively target any gaps 

in skills provision within their areas, and provide additional tailored solutions to meet the 

needs of, for example, new inward investment into their area, as part of the overall BRCD 

proposition. 

 

Members were reminded that the Council already provided match funding towards a 

European Social Fund project on an annual basis which formed the basis of Council-led 

skills funding currently, as well as ad-hoc contributions to joint skills initiatives with the 

South Eastern Regional College (SERC). 

 

It was agreed to recommend that a number of options be developed to give consideration 

to the establishment of a LCCC Employability & Skills Seed Fund depending upon what 

projects were developed as part of the BRCD, with a further report brought back to 

Committee for review in due course for consideration as part of the budget estimates 

process going forward. 

 
               4.3.12   Carryduff Environmental Improvement Scheme 

 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin, and Councillor A P Ewing left the 

meeting at 7.04 pm. 

 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that Castlereagh Borough 

Council had produced the Castlereagh Urban Integrated Development Framework (CUIDF) 

in 2014.  Working with stakeholders across the three commercial centres of Carryduff, 

Dundonald and Forestside, the Framework had been developed with assistance from the 

Department for Communities to provide a strategic vision for future regeneration and 

development. 
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               4.3.12   Carryduff Environmental Improvement Scheme   (Cont’d) 

 

The Head of Economic Development reported that one project proposed in the CUIDF had 

been an environmental improvement scheme in the centre of Carryduff.  Work had not 

progressed on this initiative as yet, as the project would benefit most perhaps from working 

in tandem with any development of the commercial shopping centre when it came forward.  

Although a planning approval had been issued on a scheme for the shopping centre last 

year, to date this had not moved forward on the ground and a revised scheme had been 

submitted for planning consideration.   

 

Members were also reminded that the Council had been in ongoing discussion with the 

Carryduff Regeneration Forum, a local community group.  In recent months they had been 

lobbying the Department for Infrastructure regarding traffic and roads issues.  Alongside this 

they had a desire for improvements to be made to the environment and pedestrian 

movements across the centre of Carryduff.  To this end they had requested that the Council 

considers revisiting the CUIDF concept to take forward a design for an Environmental 

Improvement Scheme in Carryduff. 

 

Councillor J Gallen, having advised that he had attended a meeting the previous evening 

with Carryduff Regeneration Forum, welcomed the report on Carryduff Environmental 

Improvement Scheme. 

 

Councillor A Redpath returned to the meeting at 7.05 pm. 

 

Councillor B Hanvey also welcomed the proposals for an improvement scheme in Carryduff 

which would not only enhance the area but improve connectivity in the area also. 

 

Councillor A P Ewing returned to the meeting at 7.06 pm. 

 

Councillor T Morrow and Alderman D Drysdale also spoke in support of an improvement 

scheme for Carryduff. 

 

The Head of Economic Development responded to a question from Councillor T Morrow in 

relation to the cost of such a scheme in Carryduff. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor B Hanvey, seconded by Councillor J Gallen and agreed to 

recommend that the Committee takes forward a proposal for the design for an 

Environmental Improvement Scheme in Carryduff centre and to the procurement of an 

appropriately skilled Integrated Consultancy Team, with the project being progressed over 

the coming months with a view to design work commencing in 2019, subject to Members’ 

consideration.  
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                 4.3.13   Feasibility Study: BIDS, Lisburn City Centre 

Members were advised that the Department for Communities had released a funding 

scheme to support the production of a study report into the feasibility of developing a 

Business Improvement District within the Council area.  It was proposed that an 

application on a pilot basis be submitted for Lisburn City Centre to enable a full 

independent assessment of the feasibility of a BID for this area.  Following on from 

discussions at the City Centre Stakeholder meetings an Expression of Interest had been 

initially submitted.  The Council was successful in being invited to submit a full application 

to the fund.  This would provide up to £5,000 to match up to 50% of the total cost of the 

study.  

 

It was noted that Officers were working on plans for a city centre conference, to take place 

early in 2019 which would seek to bring consensus across stakeholders with regard to the 

future development of Lisburn City Centre. 

 

The Director of Service Transformation and the Head of Economic Development 

responded to comments from Alderman W J Dillon in connection with the importance of  

the City Centre retailers supporting the Council’s City Centre projects. 

 

 Alderman S Martin left the meeting at 7.15 pm and returned again at 7.16 pm. 

 

It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Alderman A G Ewart, and agreed to 

recommend that: 

 

a) the report on the funding available to the Council to develop a Feasibility Study for a BID 

in Lisburn City Centre be noted,  

 

b) an application be submitted on the basis that the Council would have to match fund the 

initiative at 50% up to a maximum of £5,000,   

 

c) Officers approach the Lisburn Chamber of Commerce in relation to any assistance they 

could offer in this project, and 

  

d) a further report on this matter be brought back to Committee in due course. 
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          4.3.14    Lagan Navigation Trust: ‘One for the Heart’ Project: Request for Funding 

 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that a number of potential 

Capital Projects were being developed in partnership with the Trust, details of which had 

been outlined in the report circulated. 

It was noted that all of this activity was being developed in the part of the Navigation closest 

to Lisburn City Centre and would be the subject of further reports to Committee in due 

course.  Also, in a more rural section of the canal near Moira, the Trust was working with 

the Council and other partners to look at a capital project to develop improved access to the 

navigation, new walking routes and canoe facilities.   

The Head of Economic Development reported that the Lagan Navigation Trust had recently 

been granted an offer of funding, one of only twelve successful applicants in Northern 

Ireland, from the Heritage Lottery Fund via the European Year of Cultural Heritage Fund 

2018. The funding would support a pilot project adjacent to Moira Railway station which 

would link waterways sites to local places, stories and people in an authentic and distinctive 

story appealing to local communities, visitors and the Northern Irish and Irish diasporas. This 

would be delivered through development of an augmented reality smart phone app.  

An overview of the project costs and current funding support achieved had been detailed in 

the report circulated, it being noted that the Trust had requested that the Council considered 

a contribution of £8,500 towards the cost of the delivery of the ‘One for the Heart’ project - 

this project also sat within the Council’s Tourism Strategy. 

 

It was proposed by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor A Grehan, seconded by Councillor  

A P Ewing and agreed to recommend that the Council supports the request for funding 

towards the ‘One for the Heart’ project, and provides a contribution to the Lagan 

Navigation Trust of £8,500 provided that all match funding was secured.    

      
 4.3.15   Stepping Stones – Trainee Celebration Event, Thursday 20 September       
                              2018, Island Hall, Lagan Valley Island 

 

The Head of Economic Development advised that the charity, Stepping Stones, was holding 

a Trainee Celebration Event at Lagan Valley Island on Thursday 20 September 2018 with 

The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin, opening the day with a welcome 

speech.  This key event would mark the achievements in training, qualifications and 

employment of the charity’s trainees and would highlight achievements as well as 

showcasing the talent of the trainees with some trainees performing on the day. 

 

The Head of Economic Development reported that Stepping Stones had approached the 

Economic Development Department for sponsorship of the Island Hall room hire of £756 + 

VAT.  The Charity was keen to avail of potential sponsorship for this event based on their 

social and economic impact made to the local Lisburn Castlereagh Community.   
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 4.3.15   Stepping Stones – Trainee Celebration Event, Thursday 20 September       
          2018, Island Hall, Lagan Valley Island   (Cont’d) 

 

It was envisaged that as part of the sponsorship of the event, the Chairman of the 

Development Committee would also be in attendance on the day to give a speech on behalf 

of Economic Development. 

 

It was proposed by the Deputy Mayor, Councillor A Grehan, seconded by Alderman A G 

Ewart and agreed to recommend that: 

 

a) the Committee accedes to Stepping Stones’ request for sponsorship and that an 

amount of £756 + VAT be agreed, being the cost to hire the Island Hall for this event, 

and  

 

b) the Chairman of the Committee attend the event on behalf of the Development 

Committee. 

 
The Head of Economic Development undertook to check if the cost to hire the Island Hall 
had been quoted as the charity rate. 
 

4.3.16   Meditech Conference -‘Inspiring Innovation in Digital Health’ in Partnership      
             with Inspire Business Centre and Invest Lisburn Castlereagh  

 

The Head of Economic Development reported that one of the significant short term leads 

identified through the Council’s investment promotion activity in London in April 2019 was 

through UKTelehealth, a major GB Health Company who had decided to work with Inspire 

Business Centre to host their next Meditech conference on 3 October 2018 in La Mon 

Hotel & Country Club, a first for Northern Ireland.  

The Head of Economic Development also reported that Inspire Business Centre had 

indicated that an invitation to their Launch Dinner on 2 October would be extended to The 

Right Worshipful the Mayor, the Chief Executive, Chairman and Vice Chairman of the 

Council’s Development Committee.   

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that it had been agreed at 

the meeting of the Committee in June 2018 that the Council would be the lead sponsor of 

this conference, at a total cost of £3,000.  This would be through the ‘Invest Lisburn 

Castlereagh’ brand, with input into the project steering committee from the Economic 

Development Unit and Tourism Development staff.   

 

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a report on the event which detailed the 

conference schedule and list of attendees, as well as anticipated economic impacts.  
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4.3.16   Meditech Conference -‘Inspiring Innovation in Digital Health’ in Partnership      
            with Inspire Business Centre and Invest Lisburn Castlereagh   (Cont’d) 

 

It was proposed by Alderman T Jeffers, seconded by Councillor J Gallen and agreed to 

recommend that:  

 

a) the report on the Meditech Health Conference be noted 

  

b) the Council continues to support this important Meditech conference on 3 October 

2018, and 

  

c) the Council accepts the invitation from Inspire Business Centre to the Conference 

Launch Dinner on 2 October 2018. 

 

 Items for Noting 

  4.3.17   The Great British High Street (GBHS) Awards 2018 

The Head of Economic Development reported that the Great British High Street Awards 

2018, run by the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government, was recognising 

and celebrating local achievements on high streets and supporting the communities that 

live and work in the area.  

 

It was noted that the Council had submitted an entry for Bow Street in Lisburn City 

Centre by the closing date of 22 August 2018  and that winners would be named in each 

of the four UK nations – England, Scotland, Wales and for the first time Northern Ireland.  

High Streets had an opportunity to win £10,000 for their community. 

 

It was agreed to recommend that the entry submitted to The Great British High Street 

Awards 2018 for Bow Street, Lisburn, be noted. 

 

   4.3.18   Lisburn City Centre Light Festival: Update 

 

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that it had been agreed at 

the Special Meeting of the Development Committee in August 2018 to proceed with the 

appointment of a contractor to deliver the Lisburn City Centre Light Festival.  

 

The Head of Economic Development reported that the City Centre Management team had 

continued to work with business owners and managers in the City Centre to promote the 

concept of the Light Festival and encouraged them to fully support the initiative.   

It was noted that an opportunity had arisen for the Council to apply for capital funding from 

the Department for Communities and that an application had been submitted to the 

Department.   
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   4.3.18   Lisburn City Centre Light Festival: Update   (Cont’d) 

 

The Head of Economic Development reported that subsequent to the Committee report 

being issued the Council had received confirmation from the Department that the 

application for funding had been successful and that £150,000 was secured towards the 

cost of the Light Festival in 2018/2019.  This capital funding offer resulted in the Council’s 

contribution towards this initiative being reduced to £144,284 in 2018/2019. 

 

The Head of Economic Development responded to questions from the Deputy Mayor, 

Councillor A Grehan, in relation to the commitment from business owners in the City Centre. 

The Head of Economic Development advised that approximately 40% of businesses trading 

in Bow Street and Market Square had confirmed that they would be adjusting their trading 

hours to stay open later throughout the period of the Light Festival. 

 

It was agreed that the update report on the Lisburn City Centre Light Festival be noted, with 

further reports to be provided to the Committee in due course. 

 

Alderman A G Ewart left the meeting at 7.24 pm. 

 

   4.3.19   Lisburn Linkages Public Realm Scheme: Update 

 

The Head of Economic Development advised that the Lisburn Linkages Public Realm 

Scheme was due to commence on site in September 2018.  The contractor FP McCann had 

held a Pre-Construction Information Meeting for businesses and other stakeholders in the 

City Centre on Wednesday 29 August 2018.   

  

The Committee had been furnished with an update report on the contact information for the 

team at FP McCann along with a map highlighting the phases for this project. 

 

The Head of Economic Development reported that as part of the tender process the 

contractor had been advised of planned events that may require them to demobilise from 

site and reinstate the footway.  For example the First World War Centenary Remembrance 

Service due to take place in Castle Street in November 2018 had been considered and 

prioritised.  Within the phasing no works had been planned in the area of the event or parade 

at that time and this would be managed through the on-site supervisor as each event 

approached.  

Members should also note as with previous years the lighting features in Market Square 
would be coloured red and the light floor would display the image of a Poppy on  
11 November 2018. 
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   4.3.19   Lisburn Linkages Public Realm Scheme: Update   (Cont’d) 

 
The Chairman, Alderman W A Leathem, reported that following consultation with The 
Right Worshipful the Mayor, it had been agreed that F P McCann be invited to make a 
presentation at the September meeting of Council in order that all Members would be fully 
briefed on the on the Lisburn Linkages Public Realm Scheme. 

 

It was agreed that the update report on the Lisburn Linkages Public Realm Scheme and 

the plans for Remembrance Sunday be noted, as well as the presentation by F P McCann 

Contractors at the September meeting of Council.  

 
    4.3.20   Invest NI – Future Co-Operative Approach 

 

The Head of Economic Development advised that Invest NI had expressed a willingness to 

establish a closer working relationship between Councils and the Invest NI Regional Offices 

(Lisburn & Castlereagh’s Regional Office is in Newry). 

 

It was noted that Invest NI had offered a staff resource, reporting to the Manager of the 

Regional Office, to be potentially co-located with the Economic Development Team in the 

Council offices, initially on a monthly basis. Senior Officers had met with Invest NI to 

progress this initiative and Officers were working up the detail of how this might work over 

the coming months. A further report would be brought to the Committee in due course for 

consideration. 

 

It was agreed that the report on Invest NI’s future co-operative approach between councils 

be noted. 

 
           4.3 21   Lisburn & Castlereagh Food and Drink Campaign  

The Head of Economic Development reminded the Committee that at the Development 

Committee Meeting in June 2018 the Lisburn & Castlereagh Food and Drink, Branding and 

Events’ Campaign 2019 report had been noted, and it had been agreed that the Council 

develop a programme of activity to market and promote the Council’s existing portfolio of 

food and drink events, and organise a celebration event at the end of summer 2019. 

 

It had also been further agreed that LCCC representatives attend a selection of events to 

gather best practice information.   

The Committee had been furnished with two reports in relation to two of the events that staff 

and Council representatives had attended, ie  Portavogie Sea Food Festival and The Big 

Grill event in Dublin.   
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           4.3 21   Lisburn & Castlereagh Food and Drink Campaign  (Cont’d) 

It was noted that further events would be attended later in the year and subsequent reports 

will be provided in due course regarding the proposed way forward in 2019.   

 

It was agreed that the update report on the Lisburn & Castlereagh Food and Drink 

Campaign be noted. 

 
                 4.3.22   Lisburn City Centre Public Realm Scheme: Landscape Institute Award 

 

The Committee noted the success of the Lisburn City Centre Public Realm Scheme who 

had been named the Irish Landscape Institute Public Realm Project of the Year and the 

added success of being presented the overall President’s Award for 2018.   

 

It was also noted that an invitation had been issued to the President of the Landscape 

Institute to invite him to Lisburn to celebrate this achievement along with Council 

Members, Officers and peers from other Councils and partners at a celebration event to be 

arranged over the coming weeks. 

        
 4.3.23   Council Nomination to Lagan Rural Partnership Local Action Group Board  

 

It was noted that Councillor Maria Cahill has been nominated by the SDLP to represent the 

Party on the Board of Lagan Rural Partnership Local Action Group (LAG), the LAG having 

responsibility for delivery of the Rural Development Programme 2014 – 2020 in the 

Council area.  

 

Items for Noting in the Head of Economic Development’s report were proposed by  

Alderman S Martin and seconded by Alderman D Drysdale. 

 

 Report of the Director of Service Transformation 
 

4.4  Date of Future Development Committee Meetings 
 

The Director of Service Transformation reminded the Committee that at the July meeting 

of Council it had been proposed that the Development Committee meeting be held on the 

first Thursday in September commencing at 6.00 pm. It had been further agreed that the 

suitability of the date and time of future meetings for Development Committee Meetings be  

discussed at the September Development Committee meeting, with any changes agreed 

being presented to the September Council meeting. 

 

Alderman W J Dillon expressed his dissatisfaction in connection with the Development 

Committee having to move to a different meeting night. 
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4.4  Date of Future Development Committee Meetings   (Cont’d) 
 

It was proposed by Councillor J Gallen, seconded by Councillor B Hanvey and agreed to 
recommend that the Development Committee meets on the first Thursday of the month at 
6 pm for a further three months with the date and time to be reviewed again at the 
December Meeting of the Committee. 

 
Items for Noting 

          

         4.5    Risk Register 

 

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of the Service Transformation Directorate 

Risk Register, it being noted that the majority of work within this Directorate was project 

based and therefore many of the indicators would be adversely scored at this stage. 

 

It was agreed that the Departmental Risk Register be noted. 

 

        4.6   Departmental Plan 

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of the Service Transformation Directorate 

Department Plan.  

 

The Director advised that the Departmental Plan was based on the appropriate structure 

being put in place which was underway currently.  The Plan, in line with the other 

Departmental plans, was a four year plan with one year actions, many of which had been 

agreed through Committee already.  At this stage, in order to ensure budgetary and project 

alignment, work would commence in developing the 2019 -2020 departmental actions. 

 

It was agreed that the Director’s report on the Service Transformation Directorate 

Department Plan be noted. 

 
        Verbal Items 
 
 4.7   Budget Report 
 

The Director having apologised for the absence of the monthly budget report, provided the 
Committee with a verbal update in relation to the current overspend at the end of the first 
quarter 2018/2019.  The Director anticipated that the overspend should reduce in coming 
weeks as a result of income from major planning applications.  A full report would be 
brought to the next meeting of the Committee. 
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 4.8   Primark Fire, Bank Buildings, Belfast 
  

The Director of Service Transformation responded to questions from Alderman D Drysdale 
in relation to the major fire the previous week that had destroyed the Bank Buildings in 
Belfast, occupied by Primark, and in particular in relation to the Council’s emergency plan. 

 
The Director undertook to discuss the issues raised with the Director of Environmental 
Services.  

 
5.     Confidential Report by the Director of Service Transformation 
 

The Chairman, Alderman W A Leathem, advised that items contained in the Confidential 
Report (Items) were required to be considered “In Committee” due to containing 
information relating to  

 
a) information which is likely to reveal the identity of an individual; 
 
b) the financial or business affairs of any particular organisation(s) concerned (including 

the Council holding that information): 
 
c) in relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal 

proceedings)) 
 

  It was proposed by Alderman S Martin, seconded by Alderman D Drysdale, and agreed 
that the Confidential Business be considered “In Committee” in the absence of press or 
members of the public. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor S Carson, seconded by Councillor J Gallen and agreed that 
the Confidential report and recommendations of the Director of Service Transformation be 
adopted subject to any decisions recorded below. 
 

        “In Committee”  
  
Items for Decision 
 

 5.1  Antrim & Newtownabbey Crematorium Partnership 
 

It was agreed to recommend that:  

 

a) the report by the Director of Service Transformation in relation to a proposed 

partnership arrangement with Antrim & Newtownabbey Crematorium, in particular the 

outcome of the discussions, be noted  

 

b) the recommendation contained therein in regard to this Council not pursuing a capital 

investment going forward be agreed, and 
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 5.1  Antrim & Newtownabbey Crematorium Partnership (Cont’d) 
 

c) the reference to operational arrangements which could be explored (building upon the 

current operation with Belfast City Council) through the Council’s Environmental 

Services Committee be noted.    

 
  5.2  Down Royal Racecourse – Correspondence 

 

The Committee had been furnished with copy correspondence from the Manager of the 

Down Royal Racecourse which had also been considered at the meeting of Council held 

on 28 August 2018 with the recommendation that a deputation be invited to a future 

meeting of the Development Committee. 

 

A discussion ensured during which the Director responded to comments from the 

Committee. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor A P Ewing, seconded by Councillor J Gallen, that the 

Committee extends an invitation to both the Down Royal Racecourse and also the owners 

of the racecourse, in order that individual presentations be made at a future meeting of the 

Development Committee.  

 

It was proposed by Councillor A Redpath, seconded by Councillor T Morrow, that the 

Development Committee does not receive a deputation from either the Down Royal 

Racecourse or the owners of the racecourse. 

  

The proposal by Councillor A Redpath that the Development Committee does not receive 

a deputation from either the Down Royal Racecourse or the owners of the racecourse was 

put to the meeting.  On a show of hands there were four votes in favour and seven votes 

against. 

 

The proposal by Councillor A P Ewing that the Committee extends an invitation to both the 

Down Royal Racecourse and also the owners of the racecourse, in order that individual 

presentations be made at a future meeting of the Development Committee, was put to the 

meeting.  On a show of hands there were seven votes in favour and four votes against, 

and the proposal was declared “carried.” 

 

Alderman W J Dillon, having declared an interest in this matter, took no part in the 

discussion or decision thereon. 
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Items for Noting 
 

5.3   Review of Public Space CCTV System  

 

The Director reminded the Committee that at its meeting on 6 June 2018 it had agreed that 

an updated action plan regarding the implementation of the Independent Review findings 

in connection with the above be presented to a future meeting of the Committee using the 

traffic light reporting format.  A copy of the updated action plan had been circulated to the 

Committee. 

 

It was noted that work was underway on the development of a full Green Book Economic 

Appraisal for the Provision of Public Space CCTV across the Lisburn Castlereagh Council 

area and as previously confirmed the proposed Economic Appraisal would be presented to 

the Committee at its meeting in November 2018 at which time the Council could consider a 

definitive way forward in regards to this project. 

 

Alderman S Martin raised issues in regard to the above-mentioned updated action plan 

and elaborated on his concerns.   

 

The Director responded to the concerns raised and provided further comment in regard to 

the LCAC and the CCTV operation. 

 

On a proposal by Alderman S Martin, seconded by Alderman D Drysdale, it was agreed 

that the Head of Economic Development liaises with Alderman S Martin, at the earliest 

opportunity, in regard to the issues raised and that a further update report be brought to 

the Committee at its meeting in October 2018. 

 
  5.4 Bridge Street Regeneration Proposal: Update 

 

The Director reminded the Committee that the Resurgam Trust had approached the 

Council requesting support for its regeneration project currently on site in Bridge Street in 

Lisburn City Centre.   

 

The Director updated the Committee in relation to ongoing efforts by the Council to support 

the Resurgam Trust’s regeneration project.  A further update would be provided to 

Committee following the meeting with the Department for Communities in October 2018. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor S Carson, seconded by Councillor J Gallen and agreed that 
the Director’s update on the Bridge Street Regeneration proposals, as outlined in the 
report circulated, be noted. 
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5.5     Lisburn City Centre Public Realm Scheme: Update  

 

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of correspondence from the Council’s 
solicitors which set out the recommended way forward for the Council with regard to 
Lisburn City Centre Public Realm scheme in the context of the ongoing legal position.  

 
It was proposed by Councillor S Carson, seconded by Councillor J Gallen and agreed that 
the correspondence from the Council’s solicitors be noted. 
 

5.6    Update on Outcome of the Successful Tender for the LDP Landscape Character Area     

         Study 

 
The Director reported that the tendering process in relation to the requirement to carry out 
a review of the Landscape Character Areas to inform and support the policies and proposals 
going forward in the draft Plan Strategy had been concluded.  The tender had been 
advertised on e-Tenders with a closing date of 17 August 2018. 

 
Following the scoring process, a recommendation to award the tender had been made. 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor S Carson, seconded by Councillor J Gallen and agreed that: 
 

a) the successful tenderer in relation to the LDP Landscape Character Area study be noted, 
and  
 

b) further outcomes/updates of the study to be presented to Development Committee as 
required once complete. 

 
 Verbal Matters  
 

   5.7   Lisburn Square Market Update 
 

The Head of Economic Development updated the Committee in regard to the deed issue 
in relation to Lisburn Square, which had been considered by the Committee at its special 
meeting on 13 June 2018.  It was noted that the legal documents were with Marcol, the 
owners of Lisburn Square, currently and would be signed and sealed by the Council in due 
course. 
 
5.8    West Lisburn Development Framework 
 

The Head of Economic Development updated the Committee on an issue that had arisen 
with the supporting socio economic report to the West Lisburn Development Framework.  
A further report on this matter would be brought to the Committee in due course. 
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   5.9   Lisburn City Hotel Development Project 
 

The Director of Service Transformation having reminded the Committee of the recent visit 
to Sunderland by the Council, along with the Cairn Group, in connection with the Hotel 
Development project, advised that the Hotel Development project was being progressed 
through the Capital Projects Committee. 
 

The Director reported that The Right Worshipful the Mayor had agreed to host a pre-
meeting to consider the Hotel development project prior to the next Capital Projects 
Committee meeting. 
 

It was agreed that the following Members attend the pre-meeting: 
 

- The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor U Mackin 
- Chairman of Capital Projects Committee, Alderman W J Dillon 
- Vice Chairman of Capital Projects Committee, Councillor B Hanvey 
- Chairman of Development Committee, Alderman W A Leathem 
- Vice Chairman of Development Committee, Alderman A G Ewart 

 
It was proposed by Councillor S Carson, seconded by Councillor J Gallen and agreed to 
come out of Committee and normal business was resumed. 

 
 Resumption of Normal Business 

 
6.      Any Other Business 
 

6.1     Belfast Region City Deal – Joint Members Meeting 
                   Ballymena – 24 September 2018 
    Councillor B Hanvey 
 
 At the request of Councillor B Hanvey it was agreed that transport be provided from Lagan 

Valley Island for those Members attending the next meeting of the Belfast Region City 
Deal project in Ballymena. 

 
 6.2 Parking Fine Complaint 
                 Chairman, Alderman W A Leathem 
 
 The Chairman, Alderman W A Leathem, informed the Committee of a recent experience 

by a regular visitor to Lisburn when they had received a parking fine from Smart Parking 
Limited as they had overstayed the maximum parking time by 17 minutes in the car park at 
Laganbank Retail Park, Lisburn.  Alderman S Martin had also received the same 
complaint. The visitor had indicated that he would not be returning to shop in Lisburn due 
to this incident. 
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 6.2 Parking Fine Complaint 
                 Chairman, Alderman W A Leathem (Cont’d) 
 
 A discussion ensued in regard to this matter following which it was agreed to recommend 

that the Council writes to the car parking company: 
 

a) to convey the Council’s concerns regarding the negative impact of such incidents on 
the City Centre retailers in Lisburn,  

 
b) requesting that the car parking company erects better signage for customers, and 

 
c) requesting details on the company’s parking rules and conditions, to include 

information on penalties and fines, etc. 
 
        Aldermen S Martin and W J Dillon, and Councillor A Redpath left the meeting at 8.05 pm. 
 

Comments were noted from Alderman D Drysdale regarding the new General Data 
Protection Regulations and the fact that anyone providing personal details on to a third 
party may be in breach of this legislation. 

 
 
 There being no further business the meeting terminated at 8.10 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 

__________________   
    Mayor/Chairman 


