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LISBURN & CASTLEREAGH CITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the proceedings of the Development Committee Meeting of Lisburn & 
Castlereagh City Council held in the Island Civic Centre, Lisburn, BT27 4RL on 
Wednesday, 5 April 2017 at 7.05 pm 
 
PRESENT:   Councillor U Mackin, Chairman 
    
    The Right Worshipful the Mayor 
    Councillor B Bloomfield, MBE 
 
    Aldermen W J Dillon MBE, D Drysdale and A G Ewart 
   

Councillors A P Ewing, J Gallen, A Givan, T Mitchell, C Quinn 
and S Skillen 
  

OTHER MEMBERS: Councillor J Gray, MBE 
 
 IN ATTENDANCE:  Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council 
     

Lead Head of Planning & Building Control 
  Lead Head of Development 
 Head of Building Control  
 Regeneration and Infrastructure Manager 

    Member Services Officer 
 
    Hillsborough Public Realm - Paul Hogarth Company  
 
    Mr Andrew Haley 
      Mr Darren McKinstry 
 
    ASM - Hotel Development Project 
 
    Mr Michael Williamson 
      

Commencement of Meeting 
 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, welcomed Members to the April meeting of the 
Development Committee, and extended a particular welcome to Councillor C Quinn, who 
had recently replaced the former Councillor P Catney.  He also welcomed Councillor J Gray 
to the meeting. 
 
The Chairman reminded everyone to ensure mobile phones were turned off or on silent 
mode for the duration of the meeting and stated that should any Member require to leave 
the meeting to notify the Members Services Officer in order that their departure could be 
recorded accurately in the minutes. 
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1.    Apologies 
 
   It was agreed to accept apologies for non-attendance at the meeting on behalf of  

 Councillors S Carson, O Gawith, H Legge and M H Tolerton and the Chief Executive. 
 
 

2.  Declarations of Interest 
 
 The Chairman invited Members to declare any Conflicts of Interest they might 
 have in relation to the business of the meeting and reminded them of the requirement 
 that they complete Declaration of Interest forms in this regard, which had been 
 provided at the meeting. 

 

A Declaration of Interest form had been completed by Alderman A G Ewart in respect 

of item 5.4.4 Rural Village Renewal Update in view of his membership of the Local 

Action Group of the Council’s Rural Development Programme.  

 

3.   Minutes 
 
  It was proposed by Councillor J Gallen, seconded by Councillor A P Ewing, and    
  agreed that the Minutes of the meeting of Committee held on 8 March 2017, as 
 adopted by the Council at its meeting on 28 March 2017, be confirmed and signed. 
 
 

4.   Deputations 
 

4.1  Hillsborough Public Realm - Presentation by The Paul Hogarth Company Limited 
 
At the outset the Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee of its 
discussions at the January 2017 Meeting of the Committee when concern had been 
raised in regard to the issue of car parking around the Court House in Hillsborough 
Village.  It had been agreed at that time that the car parking spaces around the Court 
House should not be removed unless alternative car parking was identified elsewhere 
in the Village.  
 
The Lead Head of Development reported that further discussions had been held with 
stakeholders in Hillsborough Village and the relevant public agencies including 
Transport NI in connection with the concept design for the Hillsborough Public Realm 
Scheme. 
 
Alderman W J Dillon advised of discussions he had had with a businessman in the 
Village who was concerned regarding the proposals to remove car parking at the Court 
House. 
 
The Lead Head of Development requested political guidance on the way forward 
following the update presentation on the Hillsborough Public Realm Scheme. 
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4.1  Hillsborough Public Realm - Presentation by The Paul Hogarth Company Limited 
       (Cont’d) 
 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, extended a welcome to Mr Andrew Haley who 
thanked the Committee for the opportunity to present to the Committee and with the 
aid of PowerPoint commenced the presentation with an overview of the project area.  
Mr Haley then outlined the plans for Lower Main Street, The Square, including parking 
options and the Fort Car Park. 
 
Mr Haley also gave an overview of the recent consultation exercise for the proposed 
scheme, and concluded the presentation with the proposed next steps which would 
culminate in the submission of the planning application in July 2017. 
 
At the conclusion of the presentation Mr Haley responded to questions and comments   
from the Committee in relation to the following issues: 

 

 the proposal to remove car parking spaces at the Court House.  Mr Haley 
agreed to furnish information in regard to the number of road traffic accidents in 
this area in the past to Alderman W J Dillon. 

 

 the requirement by Historic Royal Palaces to maintain the access route at the 
Court House 

 

 street furniture proposed for the scheme 
 

 the uneven road surfaces throughout Hillsborough Village.  Mr Haley confirmed 
that budget had been made available to allow for resurfacing of the carriageway 
in Hillsborough. 

 

 the general consensus to support the proposals for the Scheme by the 
Hillsborough Community, including the proposal for alternative car parking at 
Hillsborough Forest, which was in close proximity to the Court House. 

 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, thanked Mr Haley for his presentation following 
which Mr Haley left the meeting (7.45 pm). 

 
It was proposed by Alderman A G Ewart, seconded by Alderman D Drysdale, that the 
update on the design scheme for the Hillsborough Public Realm Scheme be noted and 
that the design scheme, as presented, be agreed. 
 
The proposal by Alderman A G Ewart was put to the Meeting and on a show of hands 
declared ‘carried,’ there being eight votes in favour and one vote against. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, did not vote on this matter.  
 
Alderman W J Dillon requested that his dissent to the above decision be recorded. 
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4.2    Presentation – City Centre Hotel Development  
 
The Chairman advised that the presentation by ASM in connection with the City 
Centre Hotel Development project be considered “in Committee” due to information 
relating to the business or financial affairs of the organisation concerned. 
 
“In Committee” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor S Skillen, seconded by Councillor A Givan, and agreed 
that the presentation in connection with the City Centre Hotel Development Project be  
considered “In Committee” in the absence of the press or members of the public. 
 
Councillors C Quinn and T Mitchell left the Meeting at 7.48 pm. 

 
The Lead Head of Development advised that Mr Michael Williamson of ASM was in 
attendance at the meeting in order to present to the Committee an update on work 
associated with the City Centre Hotel Development project. 

 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, extended a welcome to Mr Williamson. 
 
Mr Williamson thanked the Committee for the opportunity to make a presentation and  
with the aid of PowerPoint commenced the presentation with the purpose of the 
assignment.   
 
The Committee were provided with a number of facts and figures in connection with 
trips and overnight stays in the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council area, including  
other Council district comparisons. 
 
Mr Williamson discussed the options and outcomes that had been assessed during the 
project.  
 
At the conclusion of the presentation Mr Williamson responded to a number of 
questions from the Committee in regard to issues arising out of the presentation. 
 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, thanked Mr Williamson for his presentation and 
his efforts to date on the City Centre Hotel project, following which Mr Williamson left 
the meeting (8.14 pm). 
 
The Lead Head of Development responded to comments from Alderman A G Ewart in 
connection with the proposals for the City Centre Hotel project.  The Lead Head of 
Development reminded the Committee that Officer recommendations were taken to 
Committee for consideration in the first instance, followed by consideration at the Full 
Council Meeting thereafter. 
 
Alderman W J Dillon left the Meeting at 8.25 pm. 
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4.2    Presentation – City Centre Hotel Development (Cont’d)  
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Gallen, seconded by Councillor A Givan, and agreed 
to recommend that the update on the City Centre Hotel Development project be noted 
and that approval be granted to commence the programme of work outlined by Mr 
Williamson in his report in order that the project could be expedited.   
 
It was proposed by Alderman D Drysdale, seconded by Councillor A Givan, and 
agreed to come out of Committee and normal business was resumed. 
 
Alderman W J Dillon returned to the Meeting at 8.29 pm. 
 
Resumption of Normal Business 

 
5.     Reports by the Lead Head of Planning & Building Control and the Lead Head of    

  Development 
 
  5.1   Report by Lead Head of Planning and Building Control 

 
 It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Lead Head of Planning &    
 Building Control be adopted subject to any decisions recorded below: 
 
Councillor J Gray left the Meeting at 8.30 pm. 
 

        5.1.1   Report by Head of Building Control 
 
Items for Decision  
 

 5.1.1.1    Street Naming off Wellington Park, Maghaberry   
 

The Head of Building Control reported that Alan Patterson Design had proposed the 
name for a development that consisted of 122 dwellings off Wellington Park Drive, 
Maghaberry. 
 
A copy of the development layout had been circulated to the Committee for Members’ 
information.   

 
It was proposed by Alderman D Drysdale, seconded by Councillor J Gallen, and 
agreed to recommend that the names Wellington Park Road, Wellington Park Walk, 
Wellington Park View and Wellington Park Gardens which met the requirements of the 
Council’s Street Naming Policy in that the name proposals were an extension of the 
current Wellington Park development, be allocated to the proposed development of 
122 dwellings off Wellington Park, Maghaberry, there being no objections to this 
proposal having been received from consultees. 
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 5.1.1.2    Street Naming off Millmount Village Avenue, Dundonald 
 

The Head of Building Control reported that Alan Patterson Design had proposed the 
name for a development that consisted of 88 dwellings off Millmount Village Avenue. 
 
A copy of the development layout had been circulated to the Committee for Members’ 
information.   
 
It was proposed by Alderman D Drysdale, seconded by Councillor J Gallen, and 
agreed to recommend that the names Millmount Village Drive, Millmount Village Gate, 
Millmount Village Green, Millmount Village Link, Millmount Village Heights and 
Millmount Village Court which met the requirements of the Council’s Street Naming 
Policy in that the proposed names were an extension of the current at Millmount 
Village development be allocated to the proposed development of 88 dwellings off  
Millmount Village Avenue, Dundonald, there being no objections to this proposal 
having been received from consultees. 

 
In response to a question from the Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, the Head of 
Building Control confirmed that the Members representing the respective District 
Electoral Areas and Royal Mail had been consulted on the above-mentioned Street 
Naming exercises. 

 
 Items for Noting 
 
         5.1.1.3   Land and Property Services (LPS) Quarter 4 2016/17 New  
                                  Dwelling Statistical Reports 
 

The Committee was reminded that Land & Property Services (LPS) published 
quarterly figures of the “Northern Ireland New Dwelling Statistics” from the information 
provided by Building Control Services across Northern Ireland.  The Head of Building 
Control advised that the full suite of statistics for information was available at: 

  
https://www:finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics 

  
The Head of Building Control drew the Committee’s attention to the favourable 
statistics against other councils, within the Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council area, in 
relation to the new dwelling starts and completions. 
. 
A copy of an extract of the above tables had been furnished to the Committee for 
information. 

 
It was agreed to recommend that the report on LPS Quarter 4 New Dwelling Statistical   
Reports be noted. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www:finance-ni.gov.uk/topics/statistics-and-research/new-dwelling-statistics
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 5.1.1.4     Building Control Applications – Full Plan Applications    
                 and Regularisation Certificates  

  
The Committee noted the undernoted information in regard to the Full Plan Applications 
‘Approved’ and Regularisation Certificates issued in accordance with the powers 
delegated for the Months of December 2016, January and February 2017. 

  

Month Full Plan 
Approvals 

Regularisation 
Certificates 

December 2016 130 67 

January 2017   65 37 

February 2017 181 41 

 
               5.1.1.5     Department of Finance – Completion Notice                       
           Ready Report to Land and Property Services 
 
The Committee noted the undernoted information in regard to Completion Notice 
Ready Reports for the months of December 2016 to February 2017 returned to the 
Department of Finance and Personnel, Land and Property Services, in relation to the 
number of properties that had been identified as having reached Occupiable Status. 
 

Month Completion Notice Ready 

December 2016 51 

January 2017 41 

February 2017 49 

 
          5.1.1.6   Department for Communities – Affordable Warmth Project 

 
The Committee noted the undernoted information in regard to visits by Home 
Assessment Officers within the Council’s Building Control Service for the months of 
September 2016 to February 2017: 

                 

Month Home Visits 
Carried Out 

Completed and Eligible 
Referrals to NIHE (after 
financial checks) 

‘Make the 
Call’ 

September 2016 222 50 14 

October 2016 224 46 23 

November 2016 86 46 24 

December 2016 52 46 33 

January 2017 164 50 34 

February 2017 107 47 28 

 
The Head of Building Control reported that the Council had met its targets for the 
Affordable Warmth Scheme at the year end. 
 
In response to comments from Councillor S Skillen the Head of Building Control agreed 
to look into the possibility of the Council promoting on its website and Facebook pages 
the availability of government grants for cavity wall and loft insulation. 
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       5.1.1.6   Department for Communities – Affordable Warmth Project (Cont’d) 
           
Alderman A G Ewart left the Meeting at 8.31 pm. 
 
It was agreed that the report by the Head of Building Control be noted. 
 
                5.1.1.7     Amendment to Concordant between Land & Property Services   
                                (LPS) and LCCC 

 
The Head of Building Control reminded the Committee that the Council, in July 2016 
had approved a business case for the employment of a Geographical Information (GI) 
Officer through a ‘Concordat’ arrangement with PLS to share the Officer as a resource, 
including costs, with Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council. 

 
The Head of Building Control advised that the terms of the Concordat and Council 
approval were “to recruit a GIS Officer through LPS to assist …”   At that time LPS had 
provided an ‘interim’ GI Officer to Council to help with pressing matters whilst an LPS 
recruitment exercise had been carried out to fill the 52 week fixed-term position within 
Council.   

 
The Head of Building Control reported that LPS had recently contacted the Council to 
indicate that they could no longer honour the agreed Concordat due to internal 
financial and resource restrictions and therefore had withdrawn the interim GI Officer. 
 
It was also noted that due to the withdrawal by LPS of the GI Officer and request to 
amend the Concordat, Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council had 
decided to use the opportunity to take a wider look at their GI need for a more 
substantial solution and therefore not wishing to re-engage the arranged share. 
 
The Head of Building Control advised that he had prepared a discussion paper for the 
Corporate Management Team outlining a proposal to recruit a GI Officer on a fixed-
term through an Employment Agency. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Gallen, seconded by Councillor A Givan, and agreed 
to recommend that: 
 
a)  the Head of Building Control liaise with the Chairman of the Committee on the 

above-mentioned discussion paper outlining a proposal to recruit a GI Officer from 
an employment agency on a fixed-term contract. 
 

b) authority be granted to the Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, to make a decision 
thereon with a view of progressing this matter,  and 
  

c) an update report be presented to the May Meeting of the Committee. 
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                  5.1.1.7     Amendment to Concordant between Land & Property Services   
                                   (LPS) and LCCC (Cont’d) 
 
The Lead Head of Planning and Building Control responded to concerns raised by 
Councillor S Skillen regarding the recruitment of agency staff by the Council.  The 
Lead Head gave an assurance that the appointment of a GI Officer would be for a term 
of one year only. 
 
5.2  Confidential Business 
 
It was agreed that the Confidential Reports be considered at that point in the Meeting. 
 
The Chairman reported that the items in the Confidential reports were required to be 
considered “In Committee” for the reasons outlined below:-       

  
     -    Department for Communities (DfC) – Affordable Warmth Project - Funding and  
          Targets for 2017/2018 (confidential due to information likely to reveal the identity  
          of an individual(s)  
 

- Notice of Intervention (confidential due to information in relation to which a claim  
to legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings) 
 

- Planning Application LA05/2016/0002/O - Land at Comber Road, Dundonald,  
North of Comber Road East off Millmount Road and South of the Comber  
Greenway, and 
Planning Application S/2014/0910/F  Lands North of Wellington Parks and 

          South of HMP Maghaberry, Maghaberry (confidential due to information in 
          relation to which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained  
          in legal proceedings) 
 

- Rolling Year Absence Figures for Building Control and the Director’s        
          Administration Team for the period 1 April 2015 to 31 December 2017           
          (Confidential for reason of information likely to reveal the identity of an  
          individual) 
 
     -    2017 Pipe Band Championships (Confidential for reason of information  
          likely to reveal the identity of an individual) 
  

- Rolling Year Absence Figures for the Director’s Administration Team and 
          and Economic Development for the  period 1 April 2015 to 31 January 2017 
          (Confidential for reason of information likely to reveal the identity of an  
          individual) 
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   5.2   Confidential Report by Lead Head of Planning and Building Control 
  
       Items for Decision  

 
         5.2.1   Confidential Report by Head of Building Control 
 

                             5.2.1.1  Department for Communities (DfC) – Affordable Warmth     
         Project - Funding and Targets for 2017/2018  

 
The Head of Building Control reminded the Committee of discussion at previous 
Committee meetings in relation to the Affordable Warmth Scheme’s potential funding 
issues for the coming financial year 2017/2018, and reported that a letter, as agreed 
by the Committee at its previous meeting, had been sent to the former Minister for 
Communities, Paul Givan MLA, seeking clarity of Scheme continuity and assurance of 
funding for the financial year 2017/2018.  A copy of the letter, together with the 
Minister’s response had been furnished to the Committee, it being noted that the 
former Minister was supportive in this matter. 
 

 The Committee had also been furnished with a copy of email correspondence dated  
 14 March 2017 from the Department for Communities in connection with the funding 
  issues for 2017/2018. 

 
The Head of Building Control reported that he had since received two further 
communications on this matter from: 
 
a) the Department’s Fuel Poverty Unit Manager confirming that each council had 

been allocated a budget based on the same unit cost for the first three months of 
the year (April – June 2017) for a further 75 referrals to the Scheme, and 

 
b) the Department’s Permanent Secretary assuring the longevity of the Scheme and 

also referring to the aforementioned budget for the first three months’ referrals of 
25 per month. 

 
The Head of Building Control outlined to the Committee a number of points that he had 
incorporated in a response to the Department’s Permanent Secretary in relation to 
budget and staffing implications for the Council. 

 
The Head of Building Control advised that he had also requested a meeting with 
Department representatives as soon as possible to progress funding discussions. 
  
It was agreed to recommend that: 
 
a)  the update report on the Affordable Warmth Scheme by the Head of Building   

 Control be noted, 
  

b) the Committee supports the actions of the Head of Building Control in regard to the 
future of the Scheme, and 
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                5.2.1.1  Department for Communities (DfC) – Affordable Warmth    
                             Project - Funding and Targets for 2017/2018 (Cont’d) 
 

c) the Head of Building Control provides further updates on the future of the 
Affordable Warmth Scheme to the Committee in due course. 

 
Verbal Matter 
 
  5.2.1.2  Ulster Hospital Dundonald - New In-Patient General Ward Block   
 
The Head of Building Control reported on the opening of the new In-Patient General 
Ward Block at the Ulster Hospital, Dundonald and welcomed this £112 m facility.  It 
was noted that the Acute Services Block would be the next project to be undertaken at 
the Ulster Hospital by the South Eastern Health and Social Care Trust. 
 
The Head of Building Control left the Meeting at 8.45 pm. 
 
Items for Noting 

 
  5.2.2   Notice of Intervention 
 
 The Committee had been furnished with and noted the content of a copy of the Notice 
 of Intervention of Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council to the Court of Appeal for NI with 
 regards to the Judicial Review challenge of Belfast City Council to the lands at 
 Sprucefield. 
 
  5.2.3    Planning Application LA05/2016/0002/O  Land at Comber Road,  
                             Dundonald North of Comber Road East off Millmount Road and South of  
                             the Comber Greenway, and 
                             Planning Application S/2014/0910/F  Lands North of Wellington Parks  
                             and South of HMP Maghaberry, Maghaberry 
 
 The Committee had been circulated with a copy of a letter received from the 
 Department for Infrastructure (DfI), dated 15 March 2017 by way of response to the 
 Council’s request for copies of all correspondence received by the Department relating 
 to the above planning applications.           
     
 The Committee had also been furnished with copies of the correspondence received 
 by the Department in this regard. 
 

The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, urged the Committee to read the entire report as 
circulated on this matter. 
 
The Lead Head of Planning and Building Control responded to comments by Alderman  
D Drysdale in connection with Dundonald Greenbank Association.  
 
It was agreed that the content of the above-mentioned correspondence be noted. 
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       5.2.4   Rolling Year Absence Figures for Building Control and the Director’s        

                              Administration Team for the period 1 April 2015 to 31 January 2017   
 

The Committee had been furnished with a table showing rolling year absence figures 
for Building Control and the Director’s Administration team for the period  

 1 April 2015 to 31 January 2017.    
 

   It was agreed that the Rolling Year Absence report as at 31 January 2017 be noted. 
 

 5.3    Confidential Report by Lead Head of Development  
 
 Item for Decision 
 
       5.3.1    City Centre Hotel Development – Presentation 
 
 It was noted that the above presentation had been received earlier in the meeting 
 (item 4.2 refers). 
 
    5.3.2    2017 Pipe Band Championships 
 
 The Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee that the Council had 
 delegated authority to the Development Committee at its Meeting in April 2017 to 
 agree a way forward in relation the 2017 Pipe Band Championships.   
 
 The Lead Head of Development outlined in his report the offer from the Royal Scottish 
 Pipe Band Association (Northern Ireland Branch) to host a Pipe Band Championship 
 event in the Lisburn City area on 5 August 2017 as consequence of the Council 
 submitting a lower bid of £12,000 plus technical/marketing support. 
 
 The Lead Head of Development also updated the Committee in regard to previous 
 queries from the Committee regarding the annual pipe band event in Portrush 
 supported by Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council. 
 

The Lead Head of Development responded to questions from Alderman D Drysdale on 
the issue of RSPBA (NI Branch) charging a gate fee on council-owned land. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor A Givan, seconded by Councillor A P Ewing, that the 
Council submits a bid of £12,000 plus technical/marketing support to the RSPBA  
(NI Branch) to host the Pipe Band Championship in Lisburn on 5 August 2017, with 
RSPBA (NI Branch) charging a gate fee for cars on the day. 

 
The above proposal by Councillor A Givan was put to the Meeting and on a show of 
hands, declared ‘carried’ there being three votes in favour and two votes against.  The 
Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, did not vote. 
 
Alderman D Drysdale abstained from voting on this proposal. 



  DC  05/04/2017 

362 
 

 
 

  5.3.3    Rolling Year Absence Figures for the Director’s Administration        
                   Team and Economic Development 
  

The Committee had been furnished with a table showing rolling year absence figures 
for the Director’s Administration Team and Economic Development for the period  
1 April 2015 to 31 January 2017.    
 
It was agreed that the Rolling Year Absence report as at 31 January 2017 be noted. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Gallen, seconded by Councillor A P Ewing, and 
agreed to come out of Committee and normal business was resumed. 
  
Resumption of Normal Business 
 
5.4     Report by Lead Head of Development 
 
It was agreed that the report and recommendations of the Lead Head of Development 
be adopted subject to any decisions recorded below. 

 
Items for Decision 

 
          5.4.1   Presentation - Hillsborough Public Realm Update 
          

It was noted that the presentation by The Paul Hogarth Company Limited been 
received earlier in the meeting (item 4.1 above refers). 

 
 5.4.2    Invest Northern Ireland Moratorium on Grant – Hotel Projects 

 
The Lead Head of Development reported that a moratorium on grant aid support for 
hotel capital projects existed within a 10 mile radius of Belfast City Centre which had 
been originally put in place to protect Belfast’s accommodation sector. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Chief Executive writes to the Chief Executive of 
Invest NI to seek a meeting to discuss grant support because of its potential impact on 
hotel developments in Lisburn and Castlereagh, such a meeting to be attended by the 
Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Committee and appropriate Officers. 
 

 5.4.3    Consultation - Industrial Strategy for Northern Ireland 
         (Closing Date: 25 April 2017) 
 

The Committee had been furnished with details of the above-mentioned consultation 
currently being taken forward by the Department for the Economy. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Members submit any comments on the above 
consultation to the Economic Development Unit by Friday 14 April 2017 in order that 
the Council’s response be submitted to the Department by the stipulated closing date. 
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 5.4.4     Rural Village Renewal Update 
 

The Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee that at its Meeting in March 
2016 it had been noted that following on from the completion of a village renewal 
scoping study, five villages had been taken forward for funding consideration under the 
Village Renewal Scheme as part of the Council’s pending application(s) to Priority 6 of 
the NI Rural Development Programme (NIRDP) 2014-2020, namely; Aghalee, 
Dromara, Drumbo, Glenavy and Stoneyford. 
 
The final Village Renewal Plans had been circulated to the Committee via SharePoint.  
Copies were also available on the Council’s website.  
 
It was noted that Officers having reviewed the feasibility and affordability of the 
initiatives that had received the most support from the community, a shortlist of 
projects had been identified for each village that could be taken forward to application 
stage for the NIRDP.   
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a report outlining the results of the 
public consultation process and recommending those projects that might be delivered 
through the NIRDP, subject to consideration by the Committee. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor A P Ewing, seconded by Councillor J Gallen, and 
agreed to recommend that the proposed projects, and associated costs, for each of 
the five villages of Aghalee, Dromara, Drumbo, Glenavy and Stoneyford to be 
delivered through the NIRDP be agreed, as follows: 
 

VILLAGE TOTAL 
ESTIMATED 
PROJECT 
COST 

NIRDP COUNCIL 
CONTRIBUTION 

AGHALEE £200,000 £150,000 £50,000 

    

DROMARA £300,000 £145,000 £85,000 

    

DRUMBO £220,000 £150,000 £50,000 

    

GLENAVY £165,000 £110,000 £55,000 

    

STONEYFORD £140,000 £90,000 £50,000 

 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, did not vote on the above proposal.   
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       5.4.5    Public Space CCTV Integration Project Update 
 
The Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee that the above matter had 
been discussed at the March Meeting of the Committee when it had been agreed that 
a further report be provide to the Committee at its Meeting in April 2017 with a view to 
a decision being made thereon. 

 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a report outlining further detail on 
the CCTV Integration Project. 
 
The Lead Head of Development reminded that Committee that it had been 
recommended to the Committee at its Meeting in March 2017 that the sum of £29,000 
+ VAT be made available to Lisburn Commerce Against Crime (LCAC) for the delivery 
of the CCTV project. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor J Gallen, seconded by Councillor A Givan, and agreed 
to recommend that the update report on the Public Space CCTV Integration Project be 
noted and that the sum of £29,000 + VAT be granted to LCAC for the delivery of the 
CCTV project to cover some of the additional costs given the benefit to the Council 
achieved through this work. 

 
  5.4.6    Request for Delegated Authority to May 2017 Development  
                            Committee 
 
It was agreed to recommend on a proposal by Councillor A Givan and seconded by 
Councillor A P Ewing, that the Council delegates authority to the May Meeting of the 
Development Committee to consider the undernoted projects: 
 
a) Castle Street Car Park Operations, and 

 
b) Erection of Orange Arch, Lisburn City Centre. 

 
      5.4.7    Berrien County Chamber of Commerce & Development Authority, 
                            Georgia, - International Trade Strategic Gateway Project 
 

The Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee that at its Meeting in March 
2017 it had been agreed that the Council would participate in a civic visit to Berrien 
County, Georgia, USA, with a Council delegation led by the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the Development Committee. 
 
It was proposed by Alderman W J Dillon, seconded by Alderman D Drysdale, and 
agreed to recommend that the Council’s Chief Executive and a relevant Officer from 
the Economic Development Unit attend the visit to Berrien County, Georgia, as part of 
the Council delegation. 
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          5.4.8     European Entrepreneurial Region (EER) 2018 – The Northern Ireland  
            and Western Regional Assembly (NWRA) 

 
The Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee that following a process led 
by the Northern Ireland Local Government Association, Northern Ireland had secured 
the European Entrepreneurial Region title for 2015. 
 
The Lead Head of Development reported that currently the Northern and Western 
Regional Assembly (NWRA) that coordinated all regional development, planning and 
infrastructure affairs in the Northern and Western regions of the Republic of Ireland 
were preparing a bid to become European Entrepreneurial Region (EER) 2018. 
 
It was noted that the NWRA’s application required widespread political support from 
across their own region and beyond and in this regard Mr David Minton, Director of 
NWRA, had written to all Local Authorities in Northern Ireland seeking letters of 
support from their Chief Executives. 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a draft letter supplied by NWRA that 
could be amended to suit each local authority together with a briefing note on 
European Entrepreneurial Region (EER) 2018. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Council writes a letter of support to NWRA. 

 
              5.4.9     Department of the Economy – Superfast Broadband Deployment    
                           Update 
 

The Lead Head of Development reported that the Department of the Economy (DfE) 
was to release £4 million to BT to extend superfast broadband coverage across all 11 
council areas in Northern Ireland. 

 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of correspondence to the Council 
whereby BT had recommended 48 postcodes within the Council area that may be 
considered for investment as part of infrastructural improvements.  It was noted that 
the postcodes included were primarily within Dromara, Ballymacbrennan, Ballinderry 
and Glenavy. 

 
 The Lead Head of Development reported that it had been confirmed that due to the 
 fact that £4 million would only meet a small proportion of the overall superfast 
 broadband requirements Northern Ireland wide, were was no guarantee that all 
 premises in a particular postcode would benefit from the scheme.   
 

Subject to each Council Committee agreement, if no council requested any changes to 
the postcodes as outlined DfE would proceed with progressing the scheme as 
originally planned from January 2018. 

 
It was agreed to recommend that the post codes in the areas of Dromara, 
Ballymacbrennan, Ballinderry and Glenavy, as circulated, be confirmed to the DfE for 
investment as part of the Northern Ireland wide DFE Superfast Broadband 
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              5.4.9     Department of the Economy – Superfast Broadband Deployment    
                           Update (Cont’d) 
 
Deployment Scheme and that the Council grants retrospective approval to the 
Development Committee for the above recommendation given the timeline outlined. 

 
Items for Noting 
 
           5.4.10    Belfast Rapid Transit - Informal Consultation 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 6 March 2017 from 
Transport NI advising of an informal consultation in connection with proposals to 
extend the operating hours of the Belfast Rapid Transit bus lanes to 12 hours (7.00 am 
to 7.00 pm).  The closing date for responses was Monday 17 April 2017. 
  
It was agreed that the report by the Lead Head of Development be noted. 

 
              5.4.11    Dundonald Village Centre 
 

Further to the request at the March Meeting of the Committee in connection with the 
need for improvements in Dundonald Village Centre, the Committee had been 
furnished with, and noted the content of, a summary report of completed, ongoing and 
planned Council projects for the Dundonald area. 
              
Alderman D Drysdale welcomed the above-mentioned report and commended the 
Head of Service (Parks & Amenities) and the Projects Development Manager for their  
efforts in relation to the projects being taken forward through Leisure Services at Moat 
Park and Billy Neill Playing Fields. 
 
The Lead Head of Development noted comments from Alderman D Drysdale 
regarding businesses on the Upper Newtownards Road being involved also in 
considering improvements in this area, The Lead Head advised that the Council had 
an indicative capital allocation of £2m in 2019/20 for such projects and agreed to 
update the Committee in due course regarding any further projects in this area, going 
forward. 
 

              5.4.12    City Centre Events Programme 
 

The Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee of the programme of events 
which had been delivered in Lisburn City Centre during 2016, animating and profiling 
the improved public realm area.   
 
Following on from last year’s events the Council’s Regeneration Team had developed 
a programme of events to be delivered in 2017.  A copy of a report detailing the 
proposed Lisburn City Centre events for 2017 had been circulated to the Committee, it 
being noted that a number of the events would be delivered in partnership with other 
City Centre stakeholders including churches, community groups and youth  
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            5.4.12    City Centre Events Programme (Cont’d) 
 
organisations.  It was also noted that the City Centre Management Officers also 
continued to support some of these groups to deliver their own events in Market 
Square using the new facility. 
 
It was agreed that the content of the Lisburn City Centre event programme 2017 be 
noted. 

 
               5.4.13    City Centre Stakeholder Group Updates 
 

                           5.4.13.1  City Centre Stakeholder Group Meetings Update 
 
The Lead Head of Development reminded the Committee of the City Centre 
Stakeholder meetings that took place on a quarterly basis to continue the Council’s 
partnership working with stakeholders in Lisburn City Centre.   
 
The Lead Head of Development reported that following the last meeting it had been 
agreed that the format of these meetings be reviewed and a plan put in place for the 
upcoming series of meetings which would enable proactive participation from the wider 
stakeholder members of the group at the meetings.  It had also been agreed that the 
venue for the meetings should be relocated from Lagan Valley Island to try to 
encourage more people based in the City Centre to participate. 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a report outlining the new proposed 
format for the meetings, including venue and dates. 
 
It was agreed that the report on the City Centre Stakeholder Group Meetings Update 
be noted. 

  
                         5.4.13.2   Meeting with the Lisburn City Centre Ministers’ 

                                       Fellowship 
 
The Lead Head of Development reported that following on from the most recent 
City Centre stakeholders meeting, the Chief Executive and the Council’s Regeneration 
and Infrastructure Officer had met in March 2017 with the Lisburn City Centre 
Ministers’ Fellowship to discuss partnership working between the various Lisburn 
churches and Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council.  The Lisburn City Centre Ministers’ 
Fellowship members included representation from all churches across the Lisburn City 
area.   

 
The Lead Head of Development advised that through various departments in the 
Council some joint initiatives were already taking place.  This included the Council’s 
City Centre Management Team working on an event with Lisburn Cathedral which 
would be delivered in Lisburn City Centre on Easter Saturday.  
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                       5.4.13.2   Meeting with the Lisburn City Centre Ministers’ 

                                       Fellowship (Cont’d) 
 
At the meeting it had been agreed that the churches would contribute to the City 
Centre stakeholder meetings more actively and work in partnership with the  Council to 
encourage promotion of City Centre activity to their congregations.  A number of 
upcoming events had been discussed and it had been agreed that through the 
Council’s City Centre Management function, the Council would work with the churches 
to continue to facilitate church managed events in the City Centre. 

 
It was agreed that the Committee notes the discussions held at the meeting with the 
Lisburn City Centre Minister’s Fellowship.   

 
            5.4.14     Budget Report – Development 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a summary budget report for Development for 
the year to 31 March 2017 as at 28 February 2017. 
 
It was agreed that the budget report as at 28 February 2017 be noted. 
  
5.5   Report by Lead Head of Planning & Building Control (Cont’d) 

 
 5.5.1    Department for Infrastructure 
 
                      5.5.1.1   Consultation Paper – Proposal for the Roads (Environmental 
                                    Assessment) Regulations (NI) 2017 
             (Closing Date  Friday 21 April 2017 at 4.00 pm) 
 

The Lead Head of Planning & Building Control reported that a consultation had been 
issued by the Department for Infrastructure regarding proposals to introduce legislation 
to transpose the requirements of European Council Directive 2014/52/EU in relation to 
the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the 
environment, and advised that those Regulations applied to Roads projects. 
 
The Committee had been circulated with a copy of a letter dated 15 March 2017 from 
the Department regarding the above-mentioned consultation, it being noted that a 
copy of the Consultation paper could be assessed via Department’s website. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that the Members forward any comments on the 
consultation to the Lead Head of Planning & Building Control by close of business on 
Thursday 13 April 2017 in order that a response be submitted by the Council by the 
stipulated closing date. 
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                  5.5.1.2   Proposed Waiting Restrictions – Clonevin Park, Lisburn 
 
The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a letter dated 20 March 2017 from 
Transport NI in relation to proposed waiting restrictions at Clonevin Park, Lisburn, 
regarding the Committee’s request that waiting restrictions be considered for the 
opposite end of Clonevin Park also. 
 
It was agreed to recommend that: 
 
a)  the Committee accepts the invitation to meet on site with Traffic Management    
     Officials to discuss this matter, and 
 
b)   Councillors S Carson and A Givan, who had proposed and seconded the above  
      proposal at the February Meeting of the Committee, respectively, be included in  
      the meeting with Traffic Management, along with the Lead Head of Planning and  
      Building Control. 
  
Item for Noting 
  

    5.5.2     Budget Report – Building Control 
 

The Committee had been furnished with a copy of a summary Budget Report for      
Building Control for the year to 31 March 2017 as at 28 February 2017. 
 
It was agreed that the Budget Report as at 28 February 2017 be noted. 

 
6.     Confidential Business 

 
  Reports by the Lead Head of Planning & Building Control and Lead Head of      
  Development 

 
 It was noted that the Confidential reports had been considered earlier in the Meeting  
        (items under 5.2 and 5.3 refer). 
 
7.      Any Other Business 
 

7.1   Whitemountain and District Community Association 
  The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin 
 

The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, commended the activities of the Whitemountain 
and District Community Association at Belshaw’s Quarry Nature Reserve which 
involved preparation work for a geologically themed sculpture event. 

 
 It was agreed to recommend on a proposal by Alderman D Drysdale that the Council 

contributes the sum of £500 towards the production of advertising and publicity leaflets 
to promote the forthcoming Sculpture Design event at Belshaw Quarry Nature Reserve 
and that this location be included in the Lisburn Castlereagh Visitor Guide. 
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 7.2    Royal Ulster Agriculture Society – Pre Application Proposals – Balmoral Park,  
 The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin 
 
At the request of the Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, it was agreed to recommend that 
the Council writes in support of The Royal Ulster Agriculture Society’s submission of 
their Pre Application Proposals to extend the event space at their site at Balmoral 
Park.  
 
Alderman W J Dillon and The Right Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor B Bloomfield, 
spoke in support of the Chairman’s proposal to support the efforts of RUAS. 
 
The Lead Head of Planning and Building Control updated the Committee in regards to 
the Council’s Planning Committee’s consideration of the proposals by RUAS at its 
meeting held on Monday 3 April 2017. 
 
7.3    Institute of Waste Management’s Annual Conference 
         Eikon Exhibition Centre, Balmoral Park 
 
The Chairman, Councillor U Mackin, reminded the Committee that the Institute of 
Waste Management had hosted their annual conference at the Eikon Exhibition 
Centre, Balmoral Park, this year, the Council having contributed towards publicity 
materials for the event.  The Chairman reported that the conference organisers had 
since indicated that following the success of this year’s conference venue, they were 
considering the same venue for their conference in 2018 also. 
 
 
 

There being no further business for consideration the meeting terminated at 9.20 pm. 
 
 
 
 

__________________   
    Mayor/Chairman 


